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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 
To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers and need a 

Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all who hunger for the 
Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say WELCOME! 

 
If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please sign our 

Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 
 

If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a prayer request 
on the back of the yellow card. 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His 
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the 

ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 
 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart 
that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my 
heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, my Lord Jesus 
Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to sin, I may be raised up by 
Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true and godly life in Your service; through 
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
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Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn: 904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt. 
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Stand 
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Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 
 but the way of the wicked will | perish. 
Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* 
 nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,* 
 and on his law he meditates | day and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not | wither.* 
 In all that he does, he | prospers. 
The wicked | are not so,* 
 but are like chaff that the wind | drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,* 
 nor sinners in the congregation of the | righteous. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 
 but the way of the wicked will | perish. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal 
and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
 

Lectionary Summary 
God Manifests His Glory in the Humility and Weakness of Christ Crucified 

 The Lord tells His people, “I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery” (Micah 6:4). By the sacrifice 
of His beloved Son, He has redeemed us from our slavery of sin and death; He has forgiven our transgressions by the shedding of His blood. His great mercy 
and salvation lead us “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly” with our God (Micah 6:8). We boast only in the incarnate and crucified 
Lord Jesus. He is “the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). He is our life and salvation, our “wisdom” and “righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). Now He opens His mouth and teaches us His wisdom. By His cross and Passion, the kingdom of heaven is 
ours. We receive mercy and are satisfied; we see God and are called sons of God in Christ. “Blessed are you,” therefore, “when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely” on account of Christ (Matt. 5:11). 
 

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1–8 

1Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 
 and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

C Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it 
is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the 
folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom 
God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 
  

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). You are invited to greet one-another in whichever manner you are comfortable. 

  
Sit 

 

Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 
 In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life (Matthew 
26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s Table seeking these things.  As the 
Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  We 
likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving 
it worthily.  Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body 
and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving 
them new life, to join us at His table.  If you have any questions about this, please speak to one of our pastors.  They will be happy to discuss it with you. 
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 If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.  
When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you.  If you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to 
be baptized, please speak to one of our pastors! 

 
Stand 

 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 

Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You 
manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh. 
  
We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood so that we may one day behold Your glory face to face. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
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     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 
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Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn: 567 Not What These Hands Have Done 

 

 
 
5 Thy grace alone, O God, 

    To me can pardon speak; 
Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God, 
    Can this sore bondage break. 

 
6 I bless the Christ of God, 

    I rest on love divine, 
And with unfalt’ring lip and heart 
    I call this Savior mine. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Dismissal 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart 

T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 
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Closing Hymn: 556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 1–2, 4–6, 10 

 

 

 

 
 
6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 
    He came to be my brother. 
His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 
A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 
    To lead the devil captive. 

 
10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 
    And honored in your preaching. 
But watch lest foes with base alloy 
The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 
    This final word I leave you.” 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Postlude 
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