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WELCOME TO MESSIAH! 

To all who carry a burden of sin and need a Savior; to all who wish to rejoice and give thanks; to all who are strangers and need a 
Church home; to all who are lonely and long for companionship; to all who worship the Lord, our Creator; to all who hunger for the 

Word; to all who are weary and need rest, the people of Messiah, in the Spirit and Name of Jesus, say WELCOME! 
 

If you are a visitor, we ask you to please introduce yourself to our pastors (don't worry, they're friendly!) and please sign our 
Guest Register in the narthex or fill out the yellow card in your bulletin.  This will help us to get to know you better! 

 
If you would like us to pray for you (or with you), please see one of our pastors before the church service or write a prayer request 

on the back of the yellow card. 
 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church exists in order to lead people to faith in Christ Jesus and Fellowship in His family, to celebrate His 
presence in worship and the study of His Word, and to use all their God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures according to His Will in the 

ministry of His church and mission to the world. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYERS FOR BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORSHIP: 
 
On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 
Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies 
prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and 
confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to 
worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You 
would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I 
may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, 
and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 
Before confession & absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve 
eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, 
my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and 
everlasting salvation. Grant me a true confession that, dead to 
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me 
Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true and 
godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to 
eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in  
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
After communing 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for 
feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my 
mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity 
with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prelude 

 

Welcome 
 

Stand 

 

Opening Hymn: 670 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: J. Athelstan L. Riley, 1858–1945, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



2 

 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 55:1, 12–14, 16; antiphon: v. 22 

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sus- | tain you;* 
 he will never permit the righteous to | be moved. 
Give ear to my prayer, | O God,* 
 and hide not yourself from my plea for | mercy! 
For it is not an enemy who taunts me—then I could | bear it;* 
 it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—then I could | hide from him. 
But it is you, a man, my | equal,* 
 my companion, my fa- | miliar friend. 
We used to take sweet counsel to- | gether;* 
 within God’s house we walked | in the throng. 
But I | call to God,* 
 and the LORD will | save me. 

 

 
 

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sus- | tain you;* 
 he will never permit the righteous to | be moved. 
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Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high:  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us 
grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow in His way; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

Children's Message 
Any children present (and Mom and Dad, too!) are encouraged to come up to the chancel. 
 

Lectionary Summary 
Christ’s Suffering and Death Bring Division 

The Lord Jesus causes fear and trembling and division because His Word is “like fire … and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces” (Jer. 23:29). 
His Law puts us all to death, whereas only His Gospel can bring us to life. He has fulfilled that Word for us by His cross and in His resurrection from the 

dead. He undergoes such a distressing baptism, accomplished by His death, in order to open the way for us through our Holy Baptism into His cross and 
resurrection. So, then, if we are able “to interpret the appearance of earth and sky” (Luke 12:56), let us mark this sign of His cross — recognizing that 

this world is subject to death, but knowing that Christ Jesus also has conquered death and obtained life everlasting for us. Let us fix our eyes on “Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith,” and “run with endurance the race that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1–2). 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:16–29 
 16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain 
hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17They say continually to those who despise the 
word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall 
come upon you.’” 

18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 
 to see and to hear his word, 
 or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
19Behold, the storm of the LORD! 
 Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest; 
 it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back 
 until he has executed and accomplished 
 the intents of his heart. 
In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 

21“I did not send the prophets, 
 yet they ran; 
I did not speak to them, 
 yet they prophesied. 
22But if they had stood in my council, 
 then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 
and they would have turned them from their evil way, 
 and from the evil of their deeds. 
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 23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I 
cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said 
who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets 
who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams 
that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let 
him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD. 29Is not my word like 
fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

C Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 
 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 
 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

 
 

Epistle Hebrews 11:17–31; 12:1–3 
 17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of 
offering up his only son, 18of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19He considered that God was able 
even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20By faith Isaac invoked future blessings 
on Jacob and Esau. 21By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 
22By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. 
 23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was 
beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26He 
considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27By faith he left 
Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28By faith he kept the Passover and 
sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. 
 29By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were 
drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did 
not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 
 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

 3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 
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Holy Gospel Luke 12:49–56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
  

 
  
 49[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50I have a baptism to be baptized 
with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 51Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I 
tell you, but rather division. 52For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against 
three. 53They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And so it 
happens. 55And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56You 
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the 
present time?” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 655 Lord, Keep Us steadfast in Your Word 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
The response for the prayers of the church is as follows: 
  

P ... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life (Matthew 
26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s Table seeking these things.  As the 
Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’”  We 
likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving 
it worthily.  Therefore, we invite all baptized Christians who have been instructed in the Christian faith and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body 
and Blood, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving 
them new life, to join us at His table.  If you have any questions about this, please speak to one of our pastors.  They will be happy to discuss it with you. 
 If you do not wish to commune or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.  
When you come forward toward the altar, please ask the pastor if he would bless you.  If you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to 
be baptized, please speak to one of our pastors! 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 
taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has 
freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Sit 
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Distribution 
 
Distribution Hymn: 411 I want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004183 

 
Stand 

 

The Dismissal 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart 

T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
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Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

Sit 

 

Matters of Importance 
 

Stand 

 

Closing Hymn: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
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