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Prelude - “Star in the East” 

Greetings 

Opening Hymn: Brightest and Best LSB 400 

!  

!  

!  

!  
Tune and text: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 



Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 45:6–8a; antiphon: v. 17 
I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 
 therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever.  
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of up- | rightness;* 
 you have loved righteousness and hated | wickedness. 
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your com- | panions;* 
 your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and | cassia.  
I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 
 therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever. 

Gloria Patri LSB 186 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Kyrie LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You 
by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

Sit 



Old Testament Isaiah 60:1-6 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 60. 
  

1Arise, shine, for your light has come,  
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,  
 and thick darkness the peoples;  
but the LORD will arise upon you,  
 and his glory will be seen upon you.  
3And nations shall come to your light,  
 and kings to the brightness of your rising.  
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see;  
 they all gather together, they come to you;  
your sons shall come from afar,  
 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  
5Then you shall see and be radiant;  
 your heart shall thrill and exult,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
6A multitude of camels shall cover you,  
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  
 all those from Sheba shall come.  
They shall bring gold and frankincense,  
 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

A Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples!  
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever.  
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

Epistle Ephesians 3:1-12 
A The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 3. 
  
 1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the 
stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 
have written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his 
power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Verse Matthew 2:2b 
C Alleluia. Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 

to worship him. Alleluia. 



Gospel Matthew 2:1-12; 3:13-17 (KJV) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second and third chapters. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from 
the east to Jerusalem, 2 saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are 
come to worship him. 3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ 
should be born. 5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by the prophet, 6 And thou 
Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that 
shall rule my people Israel. 

 7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, 
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 
  
 9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own 
country another way…. 

 13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 14 But John forbad him, saying, I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for 
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove, and lighting upon him: 17 and lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 



     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

Sermon Hymn: The Only Son from Heaven LSB 402 

!  

!  

!  

!  
Tune and text: Public domain 

Sermon 

Offering 

Stand 



Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P For this holy house and for all who in faith, piety and love come to receive His gifts and praise His name, let us 

pray to the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For Matthew, our Synodical president; for Derek, our district president; for Charles, our circuit visitor; for all 

pastors and congregations; and for our church here at Messiah, let us pray to the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P For all families and homes, and for all single people that one generation may tell to the next and that one friend 

may teach another the wonderful works of God in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For Donald, our president; Andrew, our governor; all our leaders; our legislature and Congress; those elected and 

preparing to begin service to our nation; and our military, let us pray to the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all physicians and nurses, emergency medical technicians and firefighters, that they may be kept safe in the 

course of serving others, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For our confirmation students and Sunday school students, that they may grow in repentance, faith and holy living, 

let us pray to the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all expectant mothers and all mothers with infant children, that their children would grow hale and strong, and 

for all mothers and women who have suffered the pain of miscarriage and infertility, that they may be held tightly 
in the Savior’s love and care and in the love and care of their brothers and sisters in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the sick and sorrowful, for those who mourn, and for all who stand in need of our prayers, [especially 

_____________,] let us pray to the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P For all who commune this day, that they would receive our Lord’s body and blood in repentance and faith for the 

forgiveness of sins, and in the unity of a true confession, let us pray to the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Lord God, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our 

salvation. Praising His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, 
where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 



Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the 
foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of 
our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 



Sit 

Distribution 

The Dismissal LSB 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

Matters of Importance 



Recessional Hymn: Come, Thou Bright and Morning Star LSB 872 

!  

!  

!  

!  
Tune and text: Public domain 

P: Go in peace and serve the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 

Postlude - “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 
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