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Why do bad things happen in the world? Why does God allow bad things to happen in the 
world and in people’s lives? 


As believers, we need to hold fast to certain traits of God unwaveringly. As it pertains here, two 
of those undeniable traits are God’s infinite power and God’s infinite goodness. God is all 
powerful and He is all good. These two characteristics are absolutely paramount to God’s 
character and we cannot think of God otherwise. 


These truths about God, however, make answering our first question tougher (especially from 
an emotional viewpoint). Many who are opposed to the Christian God of the Holy Scriptures 
will rephrase our question this way, “How can all powerful and all good God allow bad things to 
happen to good people?” 


I think really, for most of us at least, this is closer to the root of the question we ask deep in our 
spirits. I think the reason why most of us have this type of question is because, ironically 
enough, it is part of our human makeup that is made imago dei… in God’s image. Follow me 
here: God hates evil and God loves goodness. God hates injustice and loves righteousness. 
God hates wrong and loves right. 


I bet that deep down, you love when the bad guy is brought to justice and you love when the 
innocent man is set free. Don’t you? Most people do! We celebrate movies like The Shawshank 
Redemption and true history lessons like the overthrow of the Nazi empire. These accounts fill 
us with a sense of “rightness.” Maybe that’s why it stings all the more when it seems like God 
allows bad things to happen to good people. 


But does He? Does God allow (or even cause) bad things to happen to good people? Let’s 
remember some of the core doctrine truths about the “goodness of people” that God has given 
us in His word:


• Adam and Eve disobeyed God in spite of the fact they lived in true paradise (see Genesis 
1:27-31; Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3:6-13).


• All people, except the incarnate Christ, are born into the same sin committed by Adam and 
Eve (see Romans 5:12).


• The Bible explains there really are no good people, as in good before the eyes of God (see 
Genesis 8:21; Psalm 14:2-3; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:10-12).


I know, not great news. Awful news, in fact. Still, the option before us is to either insist the Bible 
is wrong (dare we call God a liar?) or admit we have a very distorted idea of what it means for 
people to be “good.” The truth is, or at least the biblical truth anyway, is that all people are… 
bad. Gulp. There I said it. To read the Bible and understand it as it is meant to be understood 
we can only conclude the Bible teaches that all people are bad according to God’s perfectly 
holy standard. 


If and when we buy in fully to the teaching from God’s word that exposes us for who we are 
(i.e. bad people with bad souls who do bad things) then we are left to reframe our initial 
question altogether! Changing our stance on the oft-agreed quip “most people are good and 
occasionally do bad things” to align with the Word then we will see what God sees in humanity: 
There is none good - no not one! So perhaps a better question would go something like, “Why 
would an infinitely holy God of the Universe cause good things to happen to bad people?”




I mean, think about it! Why would the all-knowing God keep sheltering, clothing, and feeding 
people who have their minds set on doing away with Christianity? In the blink of an eye with 
the snap of His fingers could not God issue true justice? Couldn’t God, like a cowboy who’s 
been out of town for a while, ride in on His trusty steed and bring all law breakers to a 
reckoning of the law? He could. What then causes His divine delay? Two words: mercy and 
grace. 


Now here is where things take an ironic twist! God extends mercy (mercy is when a 
consequence we deserve is purposely withheld) to people everyday and He actually offers 
people eternal mercy, too. Think about your life today. Did you sin? Did you think sinful 
thoughts, or speak sinful words, or commit sinful actions? Was there something you were 
supposed to have done but instead you avoided it on purpose? Yet you’re still able to read 
these very words. Meaning at the least, your eyes still see and your brain still reasons. How can 
a holy God allow you, an evil person, to still have those incredibly complex human functions 
rather than take them away as a consequence for sin? Why does God not give us all the 
punishment of our sins, even right this very moment? Why does God patiently hold back His 
judgment? Mercy. 


What about grace? God not only extends mercy, He also extends grace to us! Grace may 
seem similar to mercy, but it is quite distinct. Grace occurs when the giver offers something 
amazing to another who could never deserve or earn the gift. God is the Giver of grace. He 
gives us one blessing after another. He gives life to our bodies, friendships to cherish, purpose 
and direction for living, plus so much more. Would you be willing to pause now and for 5 
minutes or so write a list of things you know come from God as a blessing to you? Go ahead… 
you jump right back into this devo when you’re finished! 


For real… make a list of all the ways God has blessed you…


Done? Now, what motivated God to bless you in so many incredible ways? Grace. Why would 
an infinitely holy God of the Universe cause good things to happen to bad people? Grace. He 
is an overwhelmingly gracious God. He promises even that we can receive grace for all time, 
yes eternal grace. There’s a catch though. The only way for us receive both eternal mercy and 
eternal grace is a result of something terrible. The only way we can receive this infinitely good 
miracle of mercy and grace is because of something infinitely awful: the Cross.  


The Cross is the greatest scandal of all time. The Cross is the worst day of life for the greatest 
person who ever lived. The Cross is the moment when evil, bloodthirsty dogs who committed 
unspeakable crimes for decades were offered spotless rap sheets and squeaky-clean criminal 
records. The Cross is when people who did nothing when they should have done something 
stood from afar while being given everything. Here’s the thing: The Cross is when God caused 
something utterly bad to happen to Someone who was completely good. 


2nd Corinthians 5:21 says it all, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 


This was the only way. If we are going to miss out on the consequences we deserve and also 
receive a prize we could never earn then we must look to Christ on the Cross. He takes our 
place, He takes our punishment. And since He loved God the Father from the beginning and 
through til the end we won the prize. Rather than keep the prize, however, He traded it for the 
Cross so that we could receive it instead. Mercy and grace is seen nowhere more fully than in 
the Cross of Christ. 




So let’s revisit the question from the top, “Why do bad things happen to good people? That 
only happened once, and He volunteered.” -R.C. Sproul


It’s true and I can’t deny the fact that bad things still happen. What with natural disasters, 
sickness, pain, yelling, abuse, nightmares, wars, starvation, and death it is clear to see bad 
things happen every day in every part of the world. When bad things happen in our own lives or 
to those we love it can shake our souls. So what do we do? We weep with those weep (just as 
Christ does for us) and we mourn with those who mourn (again, as Christ does for us). And 
when we see injustices happen we should harness our sorrow, our anger and seek to right 
those wrongs in a way that shows the world God is up to good things. 


When bad things happen, and happen they will, we must remember a few things:

• God is good

• Bad things will happen

• Bad things happen because we have sinned

• Sin brings suffering and death

• Suffering often brings us relationally closer to God

• Suffering often makes us more into the image of God

• Christ has beaten death and offers eternal life


If we always trust in God and His goodness then we have the greatest joy of all. We, as God’s 
cherished children, are able to turn to God in our times of greatest need. He is good, loving, 
and faithful. He does not forsake us. We let the Gospel soak into our souls, reminding us we 
were made for far more than this world could ever offer. We were made for eternal life (with no 
suffering whatsoever) and to enjoy unbroken love with God. All of this is made possible 
because a good man walked humbly toward the worst thing, so that even the worst people can 
have Him, the very best. 


Trust the Savior over the circumstances.





Additional Resources:


• How Can I Believe God is in Control when Something Bad Happens? https://
www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-can-i-believe-that-god-is-in-control-when-
something-bad-happens


• What Natural Disasters Preach https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/natural-disasters-
preach/ 


• God’s Goodness in Your Pain https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7_E_fZGVrI 


• With All this Suffering, How Could there be a God? https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=dkn5lfutSrY 
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