
1. Open your group in prayer then read all of Daniel 6. Discuss your immediate observations. If you’ve 
read the story of the fiery furnace before, what similarities do you see in this chapter?

2. What words or phrases describe Daniel’s character in 6:1-5?

3. It’s interesting that Daniel keeps his Hebrew name while serving the foreign Persian king instead of 
the new name given to him by the king of Babylon (see 1:7). Some commentators believe this displays 
Daniel’s exceptional ability to maintain his Jewish identity even in the midst of a very pagan context. In 
what practical ways can we similarly keep a Christian identity in our contexts?

4. In 6:10, it says that when Daniel heard about the king’s law against prayer he went and prayed “as he 
had done previously.” Some might call this action insubordinate, foolhardy, or legalistic. What clues does 
the text gives us how we ought to think about it? Is Daniel’s action descriptive, prescriptive, or somewhere 
in between?

5. Do a comparison of Darius’ disposition/temperament with Daniel’s. When Darius figures out that 
Daniel must go into the lion’s den he is “much distressed” (6:14). When he calls out for Daniel, he does so 
in a “tone of anguish” (6:19). How does Daniel contrast? 

6. Daniel probably did not know the outcome of his predicament until after it happened. Likely, he had the 
same outlook as his three friends before they were thrown into the fiery furnace (see 3:17-18). What does 
this story teach us about trust in unknown outcomes? What does it say about the cost of discipleship? 

7. In our retellings of this story, Daniel often gets the bulk of the attention. What’s the significance in how the 
chapter ends though? Who is the real hero? What are his qualities? In what ways are they greater than 
Daniel’s?

8. During the reign of Cyrus (539 BC exactly), the Jews were finally allowed to return home after their 
long forced separation from the promised land by the Babylonians. How could we say that God using 
Daniel to bring about this event? What then does this story tell us about the providence of God in history?
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