
1. Read 1 Kings 18:1-2, 17-40 as a group. What sticks out to you? What themes or repeated words do 
you notice?

2. In verse 17, King Ahab calls the prophet Elijah the “troubler of Israel” because he had pronounced a 
severe drought in the land of Israel (17:1). In truth, Ahab was the real cause of the famine (see 16:33). 
Have you ever noticed someone falsely accusing God or His followers of wrong when in reality sin was 
the cause? Have you ever wrongly blamed God?

3. Israel’s problem was not simply paganism, but wholehearted devotion (see 18:21). As one Bible 
scholar put it, “The issue is not that Israel wanted to reject Yahweh and choose Baal, but rather to serve 
them both. Elijah called for an either/or decision.” In what ways is the Church today guilty of a divided 
devotion? How ought we to respond to idolatry differently than the people “who did not answer Elijah a 
word”?

4. Some have called Elijah the Martin Luther of ancient Israel. He boldly and courageously challenged 
the state’s false religious leaders and called the people to reform their worship. He was not the only 
believing prophet of Yahweh alive, but the only one who openly served Him. Discuss the significance of 
Elijah’s courageous model. What would an Elijah in our day look like?

5. From the perspective of the Baal prophets, Elijah’s test sounded like a cake walk. Mt. Carmel (meaning 
“the garden land”) was believed to be a sacred place dwelling place of Baal. Because of its lush tree 
cover, it became a symbol of fertility. Furthermore, Baal worshipers believed their god was the god who 
controlled thunder, lightning, and storms. Elijah on the other hand was 1 prophet against 450. Moreover, 
Elijah drenched his altar in water (in the midst of a drought nonetheless!). How does Elijah’s example 
demonstrate complete, unconditional trust?

6. Re-read the prayer of Elijah on Mt. Carmel (vs. 36-37). What stands out? What’s significant about it? 
What does he say specifically about God? About himself? About the people?

7. The prophets of Baal raved for six hours (vs. 29) but to no avail. In response to Yahweh’s supernatural 
power, the people of Israel could utter nothing else save “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God” (vs. 
39). Close your group by reading the beautiful words of Jeremiah 10:1-10. End with prayer praising the 
true, living God!
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