
1. Read 1 Kings 3 together. What observations immediately stick out to you?

2. Chapter 3 opens with mention of King Solomon’s marriage alliance with Pharaoh. Although Solomon 
made many marriage alliances, the author likely notes this one in particular because it shows how 
powerful the nation of Israel had become. As one Bible scholar put it, “A descendant of former Egyptian 
slaves now became Pharaoh’s son-in-law!” Discuss the significance of that statement. (Consider the 
gospel parallels: once slaves to sin, now children of the King.)

3. Verse 1 also foreshadows Solomon’s later downfall. While Chapter 3 focuses on Solomon’s rising 
power, in the background is his great stumbling stone. By Chapter 11, Solomon is led astray by his many 
foreign wives. How might have Solomon avoided this failure? How can we root out sin that lurks in the 
background of our lives?

4. In verse 5, God gives Solomon a test. As Christians, this same test is before us every day. Jesus says 
in Matthew 7:7, “Ask and it will be given to you.” This verse promises believers that all they need to serve 
God is available to them if they would ask. What are you asking for God on a daily basis? What does 
James 4:3 teach us about why we sometimes do not receive what we ask for?

5. Solomon was around age 20 at this time. In verse 7 he says of himself, “I am but a little child.” What 
does this statement say about Solomon’s disposition toward God? How should we handle insufficiency in 
the work God has called us to? (Consider Matt. 7:7-12, 2 Cor. 9)

6. In verse 9, Solomon makes request for “an understanding mind” (literally a listening or obedient heart). 
Interestingly, the Hebrew language does not have a word for mind. To the Hebrews, the heart was the 
seat of human feelings, but also of mental activity and will. It encompassed all that was central to a 
person’s character. An obedient heart is one that is receptive and teachable. Have you personally asked 
God for an obedient heart? What do you picture when you think of a person with an obedient heart 
toward God?

7. The end of Chapter 3 gives us a vivid example of how God provided Solomon with an exceptional 
heart of wisdom. Verse 16 tells us that the two women how came to the king were prostitutes. (Meaning 
their children were likely illegitimate.) This detail highlights Solomon’s well-respected character. It shows 
that even the basest of citizens could petition and trust him for a just verdict. What does this story say about 
God’s heart for justice? How has Solomon set an example for those who have the power to enforce 
justice?

8. End your group with prayer that God would give you an understanding heart. Pray as well for those in 
positions in authority, that God would be generous in giving them gifts of wisdom like Solomon.
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