
PINE RIDGE BIBLE CHURCH 
Response to Coronavirus 

 
Dear Pine Ridge Bible Church, 3/13/2020 12:00 PM 
 
Our elders met Wednesday night and discussed our response as believers in Christ 
to the Coronavirus. The elders recommended in order to respond wisely, we consult 
with physicians who are part of our church. As followers of Jesus, we need not live in 
fear, and we recognize how essential wisdom is for our community and our leaders 
right now. Remember Paul’s words to Timothy: 
 
“First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be 
made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may 
lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2 NASB) 
 
So, first of all, we pray for our leaders who are making decisions that affect our 
families, our community and our world.  Paul also wrote: 
 
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound 
judgment.”  (2 Timothy 1:7 CSB) 
 
So, secondly, we don’t respond to any threat, including coronavirus with fear, but 
with God’s power, His love, and His wisdom. What does it look like to live confidently 
while at the same time being wise and loving others?  
 
According to Romans 13:1, we are following and submitting to our governing 
authorities: the WHO, CDC, State of Michigan, and MDHHS to monitor ongoing 
developments concerning Coronavirus.  We will be updating the church as needed 
(at least weekly if not more often). Our team is communicating regularly, and we 
appreciate your prayers over our deliberation and decision-making during this time. 
 
Per CDC instructions, we want to remind you that the best prevention for the 
coronavirus, and any other respiratory virus, such as the cold or flu, is to: 
 

● Stay home when you are sick. 
● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If 

soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
● Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the 

trash. 
● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
● Don’t shake hands. 
● Unless you are sick with cough, sneezing and fever, it is not advised to 

wear a mask. 



 
The Coronavirus spreads through respiratory particles (i.e. a cough or sneeze or 
handshake or a contaminated surface), and the disease can spread quickly in large 
gatherings of people. CDC is reporting the mortality rate of those who contract it as 
between 3%-4% compared to 0.1% with the common flu. However, in countries that 
practice social distancing early on, that mortality rate falls significantly to less than 
2% as health services are not over-run and the most susceptible can receive the care 
they need. Those most vulnerable to the coronavirus are people over 60 years of age 
and/or those with underlying medical conditions. Most others experience common 
cold or flu symptoms until the virus passes. 
 
Although you might not personally be afraid of the coronavirus, we as Christ 
followers need to be concerned about the most physically and spiritually vulnerable 
among us. Some people have very compromised immune systems and so we need 
to be considerate of them and not spread the disease to them. Even more 
importantly, many people are spiritually vulnerable. They are not believers in Christ 
or sure of their eternal destiny and the possibility of getting sick appropriately 
induces great fear in them. 
 
Some churches have decided to continue their Sunday gatherings and some have 
not. Both are valid options. Since the Coronavirus can spread quickly whether a 
carrier is experiencing symptoms or not, we want to do our part in slowing the 
spread of the virus for the sake of the most vulnerable among us. For that reason, we 
are making the following temporary changes: 
 

● Sunday Services: We are suspending in-person Sunday Services for the 
next two Sundays (3/15 & 3/22).  But we will be gathering online! Gather 
with your family or small group and sing together. Check your email 
inbox Sunday mornings after 9:00 AM for a Youtube link to click on or 
look for the link on our Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/Pine-Ridge-Bible-Church-1155099227). Rick 
will be continuing our study through the book of Hebrews with the 
“Better Life” series this Sunday in Hebrews 12:4-13. You can also worship 
through giving by mailing in your gift, dropping it off at the church, or 
giving through your bank’s online bill pay. 

● Small Groups: Talk to your small group leader about your group. In 
general, these gatherings are small enough that they can safely 
continue to meet while following the above safety practices. 

● Small Group Leader’s Training: This training on Sunday, 3/15, from 6-7 
PM will go on as scheduled because it will be less than 100 people. 
Please stay home if you show symptoms of being sick. 

● AWANA: AWANA will be cancelled on March 18 and 25. Contact Chelsea 
Bell if you have further questions. 

● Children’s Ministry Appreciation Dinner: This event planned for 
Sunday, 3/22, from 6-8 PM is still planned to happen. Please RSVP to Rick 
Nohr by 3/15. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Pine-Ridge-Bible-Church-11550992274


Let’s be known for our love for one another (1 John 4:7-8). Let’s stay connected 
through phone calls, Facetime, text messages, and social media. Let’s lead our 
community and world by delivering groceries to vulnerable neighbors. Let’s be ready 
to give a gentle and respectful answer for the hope that we have in Christ (1 Peter 
3:15). Let’s encourage medical workers. Let’s not be ruled by fear, but instead be ruled 
by love and compassion for a world that is literally afraid and dying. What a great 
opportunity to be salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16)! 
 
“Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the 
sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in 
every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” (Hebrews 
13:20-21) 

Rick Nohr for the Elders Tim Miller, DO Steve Holt, MD 

 


