
On Letting the Bamboo Grow 

Iôve been at Good Shepherd for just about two and a half years now, and 
this summer is allowing me some time to reflect on our season of life a 
bit. Iôm grateful for that. 

Iôm grateful for you. I am grateful for these wonderful colleagues at GSLC. 

Iôm grateful for this work that can often seem Sisyphean and incomplete. 

We were on the cusp of some new things back then. You had already started to 
revision and re-look at how youth ministry trends were changing (and continue to 
change) in the larger church. Old models werenôt keeping up with new schedules and 
new needs. You decided to move in a cross-gen direction, something that made me 
very eager and excited as your potential pastor. 

And the pastoral office had changed, too. Youôd never been without Pr. Sloop in 
your history. His retirement was, in effect, brand new territory for you as a church 
and, even after I arrived here, was still some handwringing on what that would mean 
for the future. 

Likewise, I had only one call under my belt before coming here. And that call was 
from a very different context. 

As we started on all this newnesséand the changes have not stopped comingéI 
invited all of us to consider bamboo as an example of what our immediate future 
would look like. Bamboo can be a tricky plant. It can survive a lot of dry seasons. 

And it can appear as if itôs not growing at all. But then, overnight, it can double in size, growing foot 
lengths in just 24 hours. 

Growth happens in the quiet in bamboo plants. Itôs hard to discern, and then all of a sudden, boom! Itôs 
there. 

But you must be patient. It takes time. 

Weôre two and a half years in, and things are not complete. Ministries are still changing and developing. 
Our common life together continues to grow and move, as God leads and guidesébut things are not 
complete. 

We must continue to ñlet the bamboo grow.ò 

I have this sneaky suspicion that we are not yet where we will be together. There are new and 
interesting things on the horizon as we invite new people into our current ministries, and as we are 
invited by new people into things theyôre doing in Raleigh and the greater world. 

My favorite quote from our own blessed Martin Luther is all about the common, spiritual life: 

ñThis life, therefore, is not righteousness,  

but growth in righteousness; 

Not health but healing; 

Not being but becoming; 

Not rest but exercise.      
(continued on page 2) 
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We are not yet what we shall be, 

But we are growing toward it. 

The process is not yet finished, 

But it is going on. 

This is not the end,  

But it is the road. 

All does not yet gleam in glory, 

But all is being purified.ò 

Or, in other words, ñLet the bamboo grow.ò 

Weôll do it together, by God. 

See you in church, 
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