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HYMN:    Once in David’s Royal City 
 
A BIDDING PRAYER:   
Priest: Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once 
more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 
Let us hear in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose and let us be glad with our carols 
of praise.  
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity 
and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country, in 
the city of Philadelphia, and the towns of Ambler and Lafayette Hill.  And because he particularly 
loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the 
oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as 
well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which 
no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are 
one for evermore. And now, to gather up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ 
himself has taught us, saying:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



Priest: The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to 
the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  
 
FIRST LESSON:  John’s Prologue    
            In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.       
All:    Thanks be to God! 
 
CAROL:     O Come All Ye Faithful 
 
SECOND LESSON: John the Baptist  
 
I am ‘the voice of one shouting in the desert: 
Get the road ready for the Lord;  
            make a straight path for him to travel!  
Every valley must be filled up, 
            every hill and mountain leveled off.  
The winding roads must be made straight, 
            and the rough paths made smooth. 
All people will see God’s salvation!” 
 
“I baptize you with water, but someone is coming who is much greater than I am.  I am not good 
enough even to untie his sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.       
All:    Thanks be to God! 
 
CAROL:    Joy to the World!   
 
THIRD LESSON:  Jesus is born  
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.   
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to  
their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,  
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David.  
 



He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While 
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.       
All:    Thanks be to God! 
 
CAROL:  Hark the Herald Angels Sing   
 
FOURTH LESSON:  The Shepherds  
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around then, and 
they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you; you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those who he 
favors!’ 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.       
All:    Thanks be to God! 
 
CAROL:  The First Nowell 
 
FIFTH LESSON:  The Wise Men  
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea: for so it has been written by the prophet:  Then Herod secretly called for the 
wisemen and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  Then, he sent them 
to Bethlehem saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him bring 
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out 



and there ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.       
All:    Thanks be to God! 
 
CAROL:  We Three Kings 
 
THE CHRISTMAS PRAYERS: led by Fr. Emmanuel Williamson   
 

As Christ humbled himself to be born of a woman, let us be humble enough to come before the 
new born child with open hearts and an open mind, so that we can truly be filled with the gift of 
love that comes to us in the form of a baby. 
 
For the church universal, that we can set aside our prejudices, fears, anger and limitations, 
coming to the manger as seekers looking to be filled with the Grace that the Christ child brings in 
his humble beginnings.    Fill us with the Wonder of your Love. 

  
For our leaders, that they may use their offices to increase the dignity of the human person, being 
ever mindful that God was made man, and that we are created in the image of God; a God that 
loves each of us, regardless of our station in life.  Fill us with the Wonder of your Love. 
 
As Mary and Joseph looked for a place for the Christ child to be born and later fled to Egypt, 
enlighten our country and all the countries of the world, that we may seek out and find ways to 
reach out to those seeking refuge and asylum.  Fill us with the Wonder of your Love. 
 
As the community around us changes, give us the grace to find ways to share the light of Christ 
with them, help us to embrace the differences caused by culture, religion and race, keeping us 
mindful that the good news of the infant transcends all of these issues and that the call of the 
Gospel is to seek and serve Christ in all persons.  Fill us with the Wonder of your Love. 

For those whose lives are filled with hate, bitterness, anger, frustration, pain, fear and hopelessness; 
help us to find ways to share the hope of the Christ Child; that their lives may be transformed as 
we are transformed by the Word made Flesh, that dwelt among us.  Fill us with the Wonder of 
your Love. 

For those that have entered into eternal rest, that their earthly pilgrimage will be rewarded by 
entering into the fullness of the hopes and graces that were promised to us in the announcement of 
the birth of the Christ Child.   Fill us with the Wonder of your Love. 



The Priest concludes with a collect. 
 

SIXTH LESSON:  Flight to Egypt  
 
When the shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had said about the child.  All who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said.  Then, the shepherds went back to their fields, 
singing praises to God for all they had heard and seen. 
 
The wisemen returned to their country by another road, since God had warned them in a dream 
not to go back to Herod. 
 
An angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph and said, “Herod will be looking for the 
child in order to kill him.  So get up, take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt, and stay 
there until I tell you to leave."  So, Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and left during 
the night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod died. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.       
All:    Thanks be to God! 
 
CAROL:  Silent Night 
 
HOMILY    Fr. Emmanuel Williamson  
  
BENEDICTION 
O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only son, Jesus 
Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence 
behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, world without end.  Amen. 

May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, grant you the 
fullness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

  



The Christmas poinsettias  
are given to the glory of God,  

in thanksgiving for the communities  
of Trinity Church and St. Jude and the Nativity and   

in remembrance of the loved ones listed here:  

 

For the departed loved ones of the Alexander, Cannon, O'Donnell and Boran 
families by Bernie and Rick Alexander  
 
For the loved ones of the Flint & Carpenter Families by Evelyn Carpenter 
 
For Peter Evans, Eirlys Evans Lewis, Mary Bevan, Betty and Russell Patch, Bob and 
Lois Phillips, Peggy Keating, Cornelius O’Neill, Marylou and Lewis Wilkinson by 
Megan, Brian and Katharine Phillips  
 
For Joseph & Phyllis Ceniviva by Lorraine Reidinger 
 
For Robert and Ena Penton by Christine Smith  
 
For Emily Grace Archambault-Tenney by Jocelyn and Al Tenney 
 

For the loved one of the Williamson and Tanger families by Fr. Emmanuel Williamson, 

Mike Tanger, and Nora Williamson  

 

 

 

 
 
 


