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CAROL:  Once in Royal David’s City  
 
A BIDDING PRAYER 
Beloved in Christ, on this Christmas eve, let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, 
how the prophets foretold that God would visit and redeem his people.  Let us 
rejoice in our carols, that the good purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled.  Let us 
celebrate the promise that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will bring all people and 
all things into the glory of God’s eternal kingdom.  The blind receive their sight, and 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have the Gospel preached to them.  But first, let us pray for the world 
which God so loves, for those who have not heard the good news of God, or who do 
not believe it; for those who walk in darkness and the shadow of death; and for the 
Church in this place and everywhere, that it may be freed from all evil and fear, and 
may in pure joy lift up the light of the love of God.  These prayers and praises let us 
humbly offer to God, in the words which Christ himself taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  



   and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: 
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.  
Amen. 

  

THE FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 9:2, 6-7   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 
exult when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For 
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and 
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL:  All Poor Men and Humble 
 
THE SECOND LESSON: ISAIAH 11:1-4, 6-9 
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord; and shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the 
Lord. With righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the 
meek of the earth. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a 
little child shall lead them.  
  

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 



of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.  
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
Carol:  O How a Rose E’erblooming  
   

THE THIRD LESSON: LUKE  1:26-35, 38 
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, 
named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, 
Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among 
women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind 
what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, 
Mary: for thou hast found favor with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of 
his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, 
seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to 
thy word. And the angel departed from her.     
Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL:  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 
 

THE FOURTH LESSON: LUKE 2:1-7 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cæsar Augustus, 
that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in 



the inn.  
Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL:   Silent Night  
 
THE FIFTH LESSON: LUKE 2:8-16 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
Reader:    The word of the Lord. 
People:         Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL:  The First Nowell  
 
THE SIXTH LESSON: MATTHEW 2:1-12 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship 
him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said 
unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou 
Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of 
thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he 
had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star 
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the 



young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come 
and worship him also.  
  
When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the 
east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come 
into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that 
they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.  
Reader:   The word of the Lord. 
People:       Thanks be to God. 

CAROL:  O Come All Ye Faithful  

AN ORDER FOR COMPLINE 

Officiant:   The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end. Amen. 

Officiant: Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People: The maker of heaven and earth. 

 
Officiant:  O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Officiant and People:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 31   

1    In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 
         let me never be put to shame: * 
         deliver me in your righteousness. 

2    Incline your ear to me; * 
         make haste to deliver me. 



3    Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
         for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
         for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4    Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
         for you are my tower of strength. 

5    Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
         for you have redeemed me, 
         O LORD, O God of truth. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Officiant:  Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.   
Matthew 11:28-30 

V.    Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
R.    For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
V.    Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 
R.    Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 

Officiant:  Lord, have mercy. 
People:    Christ, have mercy. 
Officiant:  Lord, have mercy.  

 

 
Officiant: Lord, hear our prayer; 
People: And let our cry come to you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

Officiant: Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illumine this night 
with your celestial brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your 
holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 
your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the 



weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and 
all for your love's sake. Amen. 

Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered. 
 
Antiphon:  Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may 
watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
   to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
   whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
   and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Antiphon:  Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may 
watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Officiant:  O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 
your only son, Jesus Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so 
we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  Amen. 
   
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you 
with peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you 
and remain with you always.  Amen.   
 
 
  



The Christmas poinsettias  
are given to the glory of God,  

in thanksgiving for the communities  
of Trinity Church and St. Jude and the Nativity  

and in remembrance of the loved ones listed here:  
 
 
For the departed loved ones of the Alexander, Cannon, O'Donnell and Boran 
families by Bernie and Rick Alexander  
 
For the loved ones of the Flint & Carpenter Families by Evelyn Carpenter 
 
For Peter Evans, Eirlys Evans Lewis, Mary Bevan, Betty and Russell Patch, Bob and 
Lois Phillips, Peggy Keating, Cornelius O’Neill, Marylou and Lewis Wilkinson by 
Megan, Brian and Katharine Phillips  
 
For Joseph & Phyllis Ceniviva by Lorraine Reidinger 
 
For Robert and Ena Penton by Christine Smith  
 
For Emily Grace Archambault-Tenney by Jocelyn and Al Tenney 
 
For the loved one of the Williamson and Tanger families by Fr. Emmanuel Williamson, 
Mike Tanger, and Nora Williamson  

 

 

 
 


