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Dear Team, 

 

This trip to Ukraine is an answer to prayer for me – in more ways than one. In 2013, I began to sense that the Lord 

was leading me in a different direction than Ukraine. I’ve been to several places since my last trip to Ukraine in 

2014 including Greece, Turkey, Guatemala, and Wyoming, and while each of those places have had special 

moments none of them has ever held my heart like Ukraine. This is a special place, and though we may not witness 

multitudes of people come to faith in Christ this week, rest assured that God is working in a mighty way in this 

nation and her culture…and we get to be a small part of that movement. To Him be the glory! 

 

I’ve chosen a distinct pattern of topics for our devotionals this week, and I pray that these moments with God will 

bless your life as we take the steps of this journey together.  

 

Woven throughout the tapestry of these devotionals is a singular thread that holds them all together – the great 

and immeasurable riches of God’s provision of salvation. If this thread were to be removed the entire tapestry 

would become unstitched and fall into nothingness. The same can be said of God’s Word as well as our own 

personal experiences of His love. Salvation provided by Jesus Christ and Him alone gives us hope for a future and 

places us in a right relationship with God. That’s why proclaiming the message in every possible venue and in every 

possible way is critical (1 Cor 9:22). 

 

May God richly bless you in and through the opportunities of this week! 

 

Blessings… 

 

In His Name, 

 
Jamie Staley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 13 
The God Who Loves 

For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will 

not perish but have eternal life. 

–John 3:16 

We don’t know the name of a single person we’ll encounter this week. We don’t know their circumstances. We 

don’t know their financial situation. We don’t know their stories. But God does. Not only does He know their 

names, but, according to John 3:16, He loves them, and this is why we’ve come to Ukraine…to share the love of 

God with a group of people who likely don’t know His love. 

Think about the people who influenced your life when you made a decision to follow Christ. Take a moment and 

thank God for those people. Where would your life be today without the impact of one of those people? God 

providentially placed each one in your life at just the right time so that you would eventually make a decision to 

follow Christ. Why did He do that? Because He loves you. 

Consider this question: Why has He placed you on this team? Because He loves each person we’ll meet this week, 

and He wants to use you to show His love to someone. Maybe it happens in a conversation at an English Club 

meeting, or maybe it happens as we’re prayer walking the streets of Kharkov. It could be over coffee or tea, or it 

could happen in a completely unexpected way.  

Would you pray for a sensitive heart to speak the truth of His love in whatever way or whatever moment He leads? 

Father, this is a different sort of day than any of us on this team has ever experienced. Thank You for bringing us to 

Kharkov. Thank You for the work that You’re already doing in the lives of those who will attend English Club and 

who we’ll encounter on the streets. I pray for a pliable heart…one that is obedient to share with others that You are 

the God who loves. Use me, today, for Your glory. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 14 
The God Who Listens 

I call on You, God, because You will answer me; listen closely to me; hear what I say. 
–Psalm 17:6 

I’ve struggled all of my married life to come to terms with one reality, in particular…that Trish doesn’t want me to 

fix a problem she’s dealing with…she just wants me to listen. While this doesn’t always make sense to me, there 

have been moments when I’ve understood it in light of something I’m dealing with, and she looks at me with those 

eyes that say, “See…I told you!” Of course, she doesn’t have to say the words. The truth is we all need someone 

who’s willing to listen, and we always have that quality in our heavenly Father. 

The psalmist cries out to God in this passage of Scripture because he’s assured that God listens to his concerns. 

Undoubtedly, you’ve much time praying over this trip, and God has heard every word. You’ve voiced concern for 

the people we’ll encounter, for the church we’re working with, for anxiety about flying, and a multitude of other 

things. God has heard your prayers.  

As we set out for our first session of English Club, cry out to God again for discernment in the conversations we’ll 

have. Ask Him to guide your speech and to guard your heart. He’s listening, and He longs for you to come to Him 

with your burdens. 

Gracious Lord, thank You for the blessing of this day. Thank You for granting us the opportunity to be in this city at 

this time for Your glory! Hear us as we cry out to You for direction and discernment in each conversation we have, 

today. May we have the same confidence in You as the psalmist had when he proclaimed, “I call to You, God, 

because You will answer me…” In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 15 

The God Who Answers 

Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and incomprehensible things you do not know. 

–Jeremiah 33:3 

It was in a classroom in Berry Bible Building on the campus of Ouachita Baptist University that a professor came in 

to begin the lecture and directed the students to turn to Jeremiah 33:3. That day, I heard the phrase “God’s calling 

card” about this verse for the first time. I’ve remembered the phrase through these twenty-five plus years of life 

and ministry. In dark moments God’s calling card has been a light that’s helped me endure. In good times it’s been 

the warm fire that beckons me closer to sit and reflect. Why? Because God tells Jeremiah here that He’s the God 

who answers. 

Each of us has experienced the same truth that God spoke into the life and heart of the prophet. Your being here is 

a testimony to His faithfulness to answer. Maybe things haven’t happened the way you pictured in your mind. 

Remember, He’s the One who answered your prayers for clarity and brought you to this beautiful culture. You’re 

here by the design of the Heavenly Father! 

As you seek Him today, trust that His answers are best – even if you don’t understand what He’s doing. Stop. Be 

still. Listen. He longs to “tell you great and incomprehensible things that you do not know.” 

Father in Heaven, thank You that You know all things and that nothing takes you by surprise. Thank You that You 
have graciously answered the prayers of many people – some we know and others we don’t know personally – to 
bring us to this point. Would You strengthen us for the day ahead, and would you use us to show our new friends 
Your glory? May we be Your hands and feet, today. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 16  

The God Who Empowers 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

–Acts 1:8 

As a boy, I couldn’t wait for the time each week when the Dukes of Hazzard came on television. Some of my 

favorite scenes where when Bo and Luke would shoot dynamite-tipped arrows at their pursuers. Those arrows 

were powerful! When they exploded everyone around paid attention! 

What does that have to do with Acts 1:8? I’m glad you asked. Let me explain…the word dynamite comes from the 

Greek word dunamis which Luke uses here in Acts 1:8 to describe the power that believers in Christ receive when 

they’re given the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God’s gift to you at the moment you trust Christ as your Savior, and 

what He does is empower you to live a God-honoring and Christ-exalting life. 

You’ll need that power today, both physically and spiritually. This is the day of the journey when most people 

experience what we call “hitting the wall.” Basically, what that means is that you’re almost fully recovered from jet 

lag, but you’re so tired that you feel like you’ve “hit the wall.” To add misery to company, it also is a day that many 

of us most experience home sickness. You need the power of the Holy Spirit but remember that His power is for so 

much more than physical strength to endure…it’s for the work of the Kingdom. There’s still work to be done. Ask 

Him today for spiritual sensitivity to the opportunities He places before you. Ask Him to empower you for the work. 

Let’s be like those dynamite-tipped arrows Bo and Luke used to shoot! 

Father in Heaven, thank You for this day. I’m tired. I don’t feel well, but there’s much to be done as we minister to 

university students, as we pray, and as we shine the light of Christ. Would You empower us through Your indwelling 

Holy Spirit for this day. Thank You, in advance, for what You do. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 17  

The God Who Equips 

20Now may the God of peace, who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus – the great Shepherd of the sheep – 

with the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21equip you with all that is good to do His will, working in us what is 

pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ. Glory belongs to Him forever and ever. Amen. 

 –Hebrews 13:20-21 

A coach’s job is to get his athletes ready for the challenge of competing against others. The coach accomplishes his 

responsibility through physical training, by guiding the athletes to understand his expectations, by teaching them 

technique, and myriad other things – he’s equipping them to play to the best of their ability by following his 

guidance. The coach prepares his athletes for the contest. Scripture tells us that God guides us in a similar way but 

with eternal impact. 

The prayer of the author of Hebrews is that God will “equip you with all that is good to do His will,” and he knows 

that God is faithful to fulfill that request through the everlasting covenant of the blood of Jesus Christ. God 

accomplishes that equipping in several ways: 1) through His Word (2 Tim 3:16-17); 2) through prayer (1 Thess 

3:10); 3) through the Body of Christ (Eph 4:11-12); and 4) through individual believers in our lives (Gal 6:1). 

Today, think through the ways God has prepared you for this task, in particular, by using these 4 equipping 

methods. Thank Him for the incredible ways He’s equipped you and give this final day of work to Him that He 

might receive glory in all things. 

Father, I could never thank You enough for the ways that You’ve graciously equipped me for this work. You’ve 
provided the finances that I needed. You’ve prepared me emotionally for leaving my family and traveling around 
the world. You’ve prepared me spiritually for this task. Thank You. As I reflect on all that You’ve done through this 
process, I give You glory in all of it. May the seeds that we continue to plant today grow until they bear fruit unto 
salvation for those who hear about You. For Your glory. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 18 

The God Who Calls 

14So Amos answered Amaziah, “I was not a prophet or the son of a prophet; rather, I was a herdsman, and I took 

care of sycamore figs. 15But the lord took me from following the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to My 

people Israel.’” 

 –Amos 7:14-15 

In the ancient world, boys followed in the footsteps of their fathers. They learned their father’s trade, apprenticed 

under him, and eventually continued the family business or trade on their own. Traditions and skills were passed 

down from one generation to the next, but with Amos we see that being a prophet was not in his family lineage. 

He was a herdsman and farmer by trade. He was an ordinary guy who God used to call the divided nation of God’s 

people to repentance. 

Amos is proof that you don’t have to have a certain or special background to be called and used by God for His 

glory. Each one of us here is also testimony to that truth. Praise be to God! God has called you to this work and 

many others through your salvation and the indwelling Holy Spirit. As you grow in the knowledge of His will and 

apply His will to your life that calling is becoming clearer with each act of obedience. It’s not a mistake that you’re 

a part of this team! You have been called by God, and while our work here is complete God’s work in and through 

you is far from being finished.  

Just as God called Amos to works that required that the prophet trusted the Lord, He’ll continue to call you to 

greater works for His kingdom than you’ve accomplished to this point in your life. Would you allow Him to use this 

experience as a springboard for continued obedience in your life? Ask Him for wisdom and strength to accomplish 

all that He has for you in His kingdom. 

Precious Lord, what a joy it is to serve You! May I never grow weary in obeying when You graciously call me to more 

for Your kingdom than I could ever imagine. I commit to life and obedience in Christ from this point forward. Help 

me to make an eternal impact. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 19 

The God Who Sends 

2As they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for 

the work I have called them to.” 3Then after they had fasted, prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them 

off.  

–Acts 13:2-3 

In Acts 13, Paul and Barnabas are sent out from Antioch on their first mission journey together. The church, serving 

as God’s instrument in these men’s lives, “sent them off” (v. 3). Ray Stedman once said, “When Luke says that the 

church sent them off, it doesn’t mean that the believers patted these two men on the back and said, ‘Off you go!’ 

It means that the entire body of believers in Antioch provided prayer support and financial resources for their 

mission.” 

Each of you has shared with the group that you experienced a sense of calling from God to be a part of this team. 

I’m deeply grateful for that sense of calling. I’m also grateful that His work in/through us doesn’t stop when He 

calls us…He also sends us where He calls us to go. When He sends whom He sends there is unmatched power in the 

sending. He has sent you here, and He’s used you in ways that you may never know this side of eternity.  

Your sending is similar to the Antioch sending, because your church has committed to praying for you and has 

provided financial support. When we return home remember the critical role your church has played in your being 

sent, and they’ve done it as tools in the hands of the God who sends. 

Wonderful Merciful Savior, we praise You today for being the God who sends! Thank You that we’ve all had the 

opportunity to be a part of this team and for the work You’ve done in and through us. Thank You for the power 

You’ve provided in Your sending and for the privilege of being a part of this particular sending. Thank You for a 

home church that has supported us and loved us through this process. May we be faithful when we return to help 

show others the joy of serving You in this way. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 20  

The God Who is There 

The perimeter of the city will be six miles, and the name of the city from that day on will be: Yahweh Is There. 

 –Ezekiel 48:35 

Isn’t it remarkable to experience the love of God?!? He loves us and wants us to know the comfort of His love, but 

we need to see that though His love for us is deeper than the oceans and vaster than the expanse of the universe 

His presence is a privilege, and if we fail to live our lives in a way that’s pleasing to Him He has the freedom to 

remove His presence from us. That’s precisely what had happened with the people of God in Ezekiel 10 and 11 – 

God removed His presence from among His people. The balance of Ezekiel’s journal of his ministry and prophetic 

work chronicled the spiritual struggles the people faced as a result of their sin…until the final six verses. 

These. Beautiful. Verses. A promise of a new home and His eternal presence. The last two words of Ezekiel in 

Hebrew – Jehovah Shemmah – literally mean, “the Lord there,” or “The Lord is There.” This is His promise that one 

day His presence will never again be lifted from before His people.  

This promise is one that has not yet been fulfilled, but every day the Lord waits to send Jesus again is a day closer 

to its fulfillment. While we wait for His return, we have the promise of His presence through the indwelling Holy 

Spirit. We experience the fulness of His presence when we’re living lives that are pleasing to Him. Returning home 

today, would you commit to striving to experience His presence more each day and living in light of His presence? 

Remember, Jehovah Shemmah! 

Father, You are good. You told Joshua that You would never leave him or forsake him (Joshua 1:5). Thank You for 

that promise. Would You strengthen us to live in light of the knowledge of Your presence, and would You guide us 

as we interact with our family, friends, and church so that each person sees your glory and presence in our lives. We 

give You praise for who You are! Amen. 

 
 

 

 


