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Arlington Administrative Commission 
 
The commission was called upon by Moderator of PSK, Laura Frazey: Ben Ray 
(moderator), Melissa Krabbe, Patrice Cummings, and Lara MacGregor. 
 
The Arlington Presbyterian Church had not met together as a worshiping body for the 
last 3 years.  The last congregational meeting that they had was held on April 4, 2019 at 
which time 6 remaining members (including a session member, treasurer and last clerk 
of Session) met with Moderator of Session Lara MacGregor and Presbytery Liaison 
Melissa Krabbe.  The purpose of the meeting was to formally close the church. 
 
My first contact with Megan Smyth (Church treasurer) was by email on Feb. 19, 2020.  
This began the timeframe that Ken Coryell (PSK Trustee, treasurer) and I began our 
work with Megan and Dee Brooks (Clerk of Session for Arlington) to sell the property 
and work on the closing worship service.   
 
We offered the manse and property for sale and an additional piece of land to a local 
business owner but to no avail.  We asked them to make an offer, but no offer came 
back.  Megan was very instrumental in helping us with local offers and business.  She 
was so wonderful to work with and cares deeply for that church and congregation.  
 
February 28th, we began the process of changing locks and securing keys.  It wasn’t 
until the end of the sale that we found out that this task was not done as it was said to 
be done by them.  Nothing was taken, but the locks were not changed as planned.   
 
March 3, 2020, all legal records of the Arlington Presbyterian Church were removed and 
brought to the Presbytery office.  Ken Coryell was a huge help in getting all of this 
accomplished.   
 
In May, we dealt with a roof that had shingles blown off in places and was causing leaks 
in the sanctuary.  Trustees of PSK voted to get this fixed so that the property would be 
easier to sell.  In July, we began conversations with Nancy Giesecke on the purchase of 
the manse, the church and the adjoining property.  Final price for all buildings and 
property was settled upon at $23,000 with the approval of Presbytery.  This was given 
at the August 2020 Presbytery meeting.   
 
The final worship service was planned for September 12, 2020.  The week of the 
service, there was a tragic accident in the community and the funeral for the young man 
was placed at the same time and date as our closing.  The AC chose to postpone the 
service until October 3rd to minister to the community. 
 
The weather cooperated, the people gathered (about 25), and we closed the church 
with a service as Rev. Melissa Krabbe opened us and gave a closing litany for the 142 
years of this church.  Patrice Cummings gave a history of the Arlington Churh as this 



was a community that she worshiped in. Rev. Ben Ray gave the message.  People 
were offered a time to share memories and many did.  Presbytery Moderator, Scott 
Randle officially closed the congregation on behalf of the Presbytery of Southern 
Kansas. 
 
The final act of the remaining members was to share their remaining funds with the 
Arlington Ministry (Faithweavers) for the Youth which was set up years ago by this 
church.  They gave $7,918 to Faithweavers and they gave $5,000 to Sterling College as 
a thank you for all of the students they had sent to them in service over all the years.   
 
The remaining funds from the sale of the property will be handed over to the Presbytery 
when the account is closed out.  They are currently waiting on a check from the 
insurance company as a rebate on the policy that they had canceled.   
 
Sale of the property was $23,000 less closing costs, back taxes and current taxes.  
Remaining cash from the sale is $18,303.44. 
 
At the conclusion of the closing worship service on October 3, 2020, Presbytery 
Moderator Scott Randle officially dissolved the Administrative Commission for the 
Arlington Presbyterian Church.   


