
Updated 02.18.21 
 

 
Business Referred to the 
225th General Assembly (2022) 

 
Overview 

 

Due to the constraints of a virtual, shortened assembly, the 224th General Assembly (2020) voted to refer 
many business items to the 225th General Assembly (2022) for consideration. This guide provides instructions 
for how submitting bodies may act on these items prior to the 225th General Assembly (2022). The deadlines 
in this guide are provisional and subject to change based on the work of the Committee on the Office of the 
General Assembly (COGA) Design Team’s plans for the 225th General Assembly (2022). Should these dates be 
changed, submitting bodies will be notified.  
 
All business items that were submitted and referred to the 225th General Assembly (2022) can be found on 
PC-Biz.org under the “Committees” tab located in the upper menu bar. Select “224th General Assembly 
(2020)” in the Event drop down menu and “[02] Referral to the 225th General Assembly (2022)” in the 
Committee drop down menu. 
 

 
 
 
Mobile users can access these same options through the hamburger menu icon in the upper right corner of 
PC-Biz.org. 
 

 
 
For additional information contact Kate Trigger Duffert via e-mail: kate.duffert@pcusa.org. 
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Overtures 
 
 Mid Councils (presbyteries and synods) have several possible actions they may take in regard to any 
referred overture prior to the 225th General Assembly (2022). Each of these actions have differing 
requirements and deadlines. Therefore, stated clerks are encouraged to bring all overtures authored 
by their Mid Council to the appropriate meeting for discussion. Stated clerks may then communicate 
with the Office of the General Assembly (OGA) through Kate Trigger Duffert (kate.duffert@pcusa.org) 
regarding their decisions and any necessary next steps. Below is a list of the options available for 
Mid Councils and their previously submitted overtures.  
 
—Refer the Overture as it Currently Stands 
Overtures referred in this way will appear before the 225th General Assembly (2022) as they are 
currently listed in PC-Biz. No edits will be made to the recommendation, rationale, concurrences, or 
reference materials. This is the default action for overtures- therefore, if no response is submitted to 
OGA the item will be referred in this manner.  

 
—Refer the Overture with an Updated Rationale 
Mid Councils may select to update the rationale for an overture. These updates may include small 
edits or a completely new rationale, however they will not include updates that impact the 
recommendation of the item. In order to take this action, stated clerks must submit the complete 
text of the rationale to OGA by the provisional 120-day deadline of February 18, 2022.  

This date enables OGA to contact any presbyteries that had previously concurred so that they may 
have the opportunity to add to the rationale by the provisional 45-day deadline of May 4, 2022.  

Any changes will be compiled into a summary document which will be made available to the 225th 
General Assembly (2022) in the Resources tab of PC-Biz.  

 
—Withdraw the Overture from Consideration 
Mid Councils may decide to withdraw an overture from going forward to the 225th General 
Assembly (2022). This action requires a vote from the submitting body. Stated clerks must 
notify OGA of this action by the provisional 120-day deadline of February 18, 2022. This may be 
done by submitting draft minutes which document the vote or a signed statement from the stated 
clerk to Kate Trigger Duffert at kate.duffert@pcusa.org.  

Presbyteries who had previously concurred will then be notified of the withdrawal. Should those 
presbyteries wish to resubmit the item to the 225th General Assembly (2022) “as is” or with edits, it 
will be considered a new overture and subject to the deadlines and requirements necessary for all 
new items of business. Therefore, if the item of business being withdrawn includes a constitutional 
amendment/changes to the Book of Order, it is advised that OGA be notified of withdrawals as soon 
as possible. 

Information on the withdrawal will be compiled into a summary document which will be made 
available to the 225th General Assembly (2022) in the Resources tab of PC-Biz. 
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—Withdraw the Overture and Submit a New Overture 
Should the Mid Council wish to amend any part of the recommendation of an overture, they must 
withdraw the current overture and submit a new item of business. This would first require a vote of 
withdrawal from the submitting body, which must be submitted to OGA by the Stated Clerk no 
later than the provisional 120-day deadline of February 18, 2022. 

The new overture will be treated as a new item of business to the 225th General Assembly (2022). 
This means that the overture must meet the deadlines and requirements necessary for all new items 
of business. Therefore, if the new item is to include constitutional amendments/changes to the Book 
of Order it is advised that OGA be notified of both withdrawals and plans for submission of a new 
overture as soon as possible.  

Presbyteries who had previously concurred will be notified of both withdrawals and plans for a newly 
submitted overture soon after OGA has been notified. This will enable them to prepare to concur 
with the new item or submit their own item of business.  

The withdrawal and a reference to the new item number will be compiled into a summary document 
which will be made available to the 225th General Assembly (2022) in the Resources tab of PC-Biz.  
 
Reports from Agencies, Advisory Committees, and Standing 
Committees 
Reports from agencies, advisory committees, and standing committees may be referred in four 
different ways. Agencies are encouraged to review their reports as soon as possible to begin 
discerning which process of referral is preferred. Staff who support advisory committees and 
standing committees are strongly encouraged to be in contact with committee leadership to begin a 
similar process. Updates regarding which option will be selected and any subsequent actions should 
be communicated quickly to OGA through Kate Trigger Duffert at kate.duffert@pcusa.org. Options 
for referral and necessary steps are listed below. 

 
—Refer the Report as it Currently Stands 
Reports referred in this way will appear before the 225th General Assembly (2022) as they are 
currently listed in PC-Biz. No edits will be made to the recommendation, rationale, or reference 
materials. This is the default action for reports- therefore, if no response is submitted to OGA the 
item will be referred in this manner.  

 
—Refer the Report with Amendments 
Any amendments or edits to the report should not be submitted as a new item of business through 
PC-Biz. Instead, the following should be submitted to OGA through Kate Trigger Duffert at 
kate.duffert@pcusa.org: 

1. A Word document with the final text desired, 
2. A Word document with edits indicated by strikethrough for deletion and italic/bold for 

additions. 
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The first document will be used in updating PC-Biz and developing new translations into Spanish 
and Korean. The second document will be included as resource material to the report, providing the 
225th General Assembly (2022) with documentation of changes.  

Those who submitted comments or advice to the previously submitted report will be contacted to 
provide updated text. Therefore, it is recommended that any edits to reports be submitted by 
the provisional 120-day report deadline of February 18, 2022 to provide time for follow up. 

In addition to the resource attachment indicating edits, changes will be compiled into a summary 
document which will be made available to the 225th General Assembly (2022) in the Resources tab 
of PC-Biz. 

 
—Withdraw the Report 
Agencies and committees may establish their own requirements for withdrawal of a report. However, 
it is suggested that the body which voted to submit the report also be responsible for voting on its 
withdrawal. Once a vote has been taken, OGA should be notified of the desire to withdraw the 
report. The body withdrawing the report may wish to provide language regarding the reason for 
the report’s withdrawal which can be posted to the original PC-Biz document and referenced in a 
summary of changes available on the Resources tab of PC-Biz. This statement should be 
submitted in a Word Document to Kate Trigger Duffert.  

A notice of withdrawal will be compiled into a summary document which will be made available to 
the 225th General Assembly (2022) in the Resources tab of PC-Biz. 

 
—Submit a Replacement Report 
In the case of an entirely new, replacement report, agencies and committees should submit the 
new content through the PC-Biz submission portal. In addition to this new report submission, a 
Word Document containing language explaining the reason for replacing the previous report 
should be sent to OGA through Kate Trigger Duffert at kate.duffert@pcusa.org. This language will 
be included as a header to the previously submitted report with a link to the new contents.  

The new report should follow all standard reporting deadlines for new business to allow time for 
editing, translation, and the writing of comments/advice. 

In addition to the header on the report within PC-Biz, information on the replacement report will be 
compiled into a summary document which will be made available to the 225th General Assembly 
(2022) in the Resources tab of PC-Biz. 
 
 

Reports from Special Committees 
With the extension of Special Committees until the 225th General Assembly (2022), those required to 
report to the 224th General Assembly (2020) have been given extra time to evaluate their work and 
submit a report to the next assembly. Staff working with those committees are encouraged to begin 
conversation as soon as possible regarding the three referral options for these reports. 
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—Refer the Report as it Currently Stands 
Reports referred in this way will appear before the 225th General Assembly (2022) as they are 
currently listed in PC-Biz. No edits will be made to the recommendation, rationale, or reference 
materials. This is the default action for reports- therefore, if no response is submitted to OGA the 
item will be referred in this manner. 

 
—Refer the Report with Amendments 
Any amendments or edits to the report should not be submitted as a new item of business through 
PC-Biz. Instead, the following should be submitted to OGA through Kate Trigger Duffert at 
kate.duffert@pcusa.org: 

3. A Word document with the final text desired, 

4. A Word document with edits indicated by strikethrough for deletion and italic/bold for 
additions.  

The first document will be used in updating PC-Biz and developing new translations into Spanish 
and Korean. The second document will be included as resource material to the report, providing the 
225th General Assembly (2022) with documentation of changes.  

Those who submitted comments or advice to the previously submitted report will be contacted to 
provide updated text. Therefore, it is recommended that any edits to reports be submitted by 
the provisional 120-day report deadline of February 18, 2022 to provide time for follow up. 

In addition to the resource attachment indicating edits, changes will be compiled into a summary 
document which will be made available to the 225th General Assembly (2022) in the Resources tab 
of PC-Biz. 

 
—Submit a Replacement Report 
In the case of an entirely new, replacement report, staff or committee moderators should submit the 
new content through the PC-Biz submission portal. In addition to this new report submission, a 
Word Document containing language explaining the reason for replacing the previous report 
should be sent to OGA through Kate Trigger Duffert at kate.duffert@pcusa.org. This language will 
be included as a header to the previously submitted report with a link to the new contents. 
 
The new report should follow all standard reporting deadlines for new business to allow time for 
editing, translation, and the writing of comments/advice. 

In addition to the header on the report within PC-Biz, information on the replacement report will be 
compiled into a summary document which will be made available to the 225th General Assembly 
(2022) in the Resources tab of PC-Biz. 

 
 



Updated 02.18.21 
 

Implication of Item 00-29, Recommendation 3 
The 224th General Assembly (2020) approved the following text in Item 00-29: 

Direct the Office of the General Assembly and the Presbyterian Mission Agency to review all items of 
business referred from the 224th General Assembly (2020) to the 225th General Assembly (2022) to 
consider prayerfully whether the recommendations could be enacted under current social witness 
policy or the authority of agencies and their boards to make programmatic decisions between 
assemblies. 

As both the Office of the General Assembly and the Presbyterian Mission Agency review items of business, 
there may be actions that have implications on those items being referred to the 225th General Assembly 
(2022). A plan is in place for communicating with the agencies as they do this work and any updates 
regarding specific overtures or reports will be shared with the submitters for their consideration in discerning 
the best path forward for their business.  

 
Implication of Item 00-19: On Establishing a General Assembly 
Administrative Commission on Mid Councils 
The 224th General Assembly (2020) approved Item 00-19 and established an Administrative Commission on 
Mid Councils. This Administrative Commission has already begun meeting and will address many of the 
overtures that had been submitted to the 224th General Assembly (2020) prior to the 225th General Assembly 
(2022). These items will be marked as referred to the Administrative Commission and will not be referred to 
the 225th General Assembly (2022). 

 

 
Provisional Deadlines 
 
180-day Deadline December 20, 2021 -Commissioners and Advisory Delegates submitted  
        to OGA  
120-day Deadline February 18, 2022 -Overtures requesting amendments to/interpretation     
         of Book of Order 
       -Decisions regarding referral of 224th overtures 
      -Reports 
      -Recommended deadline for decisions re: 224th      
         Reports  
60-day Deadline April 19, 2022  -Overtures with financial implications  
45-day Deadline May 4, 2022  -All other overtures 
      -Concurrences 
      -Comments  
30-day Deadline May 19, 2022  -Slate of nominations 
 
Note: all overtures require at least one concurrence before the due date to which the overture itself is subject. 
All remaining concurrences must be submitted before the 45-day deadline. 
 


