
www.pbysk.org

A Publication of the 

Presbytery of Southern Kansas

September 2021

Please join the Presbytery in reading and discussing the

Susan Beaumont book, How to Lead When You Don’t Know
Where You’re Going. Visit PSK website www.pbysk.org and print
the survey found under the heading Resources. Complete and then
scan your survey and return it to secretary.pbysk@sbcglobal.net or 
mail to PSK Office, 3521 W. 21st St. North, Wichita, 67203. 

You will want to be a part of the discussion!

Synod of Mid-America

Second Saturday Synod Sircle

PW GATHERING

September 11, 2021

10:00– 11:00 am

via Zoom

for ALL Presbyterian Women

All Women in Southern Kansas: You are invited to join 
the SSSS (Second Saturday Synod Sircle) ZOOM 
meeting on September 11, 2021. 
To receive your ZOOM information, please send your 
email address to Sue Nispel at snispel@aol.com. You 
will then receive back, via e mail, your “invite” the 
morning of the meeting.
Please join so that you may meet our special guest, 
Kathy Reeves, the new Moderator of National 
Presbyterian Women. Hope to see you all there !!!

Why Presbytery?
How many of you can articulate why we have a Presbytery? Do you 

know What is a Presbytery, How it functions, or HOW it does what it 
does? I wonder. Some days I am quite confident in answering these 
questions but on many days I am hard-pressed to come up with a good 
and concise answer, but I think it is important for us to continue to 
struggle with these questions.

Simon Sinek, an instructor of strategic communications at Columbia 
University, and adjunct staff member of the RAND Corporation, says 
this about the importance of discovering our WHY: Finding WHY is a 
process of discovery, not invention…..and
“Ironically, the most important question with the most elusive answer —
WHY do you do what you do? — is actually quite simple and efficient to 
discover… It’s the discipline to never veer from your cause, to hold 
yourself accountable to HOW you do things; that’s the hardest part.”

Sinek writes for businesses and marketing, but this has me thinking, 
how might this apply Biblically? What is our Biblical WHY for 
Presbytery? Are there stories in the Bible that give us clues and hints 
on how to approach this question of WHY from a scriptural point of 
view? It might be easy to first say that Jesus is our WHY, but then, isn't 
he the WHO?

I would guess many of us think that whether a church, a Presbytery 
or a business, our whys should be found in our Mission 
Statements. When was the last time you looked at the PSK 
mission? Can you recite it? And does it call forth clearly our WHY for 
existence? Read it and tell me:

The Presbytery of Southern Kansas, a governing body of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), is a community of faith under the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. We are called, by the grace of God, to lead, 
nurture, serve, represent, support and encourage our 
congregations. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to identify and use 
our God-given gifts in service to one another and the world. To God 
be the glory! (Next page)

h (U.S.A.), is a community of faith under 
the lordship of Jesus Christ. We are called, 

http://www.pbysk.org/
http://www.pbysk.org/
mailto:snispel@aol.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAND_Corporation


Thanks to the PSK, our partners and an army of volunteers, we

made sure our refugee students were ready and

excited for the new school year. The final count is in—75

volunteers worked over 700 hours to make our 6th annual

event a reality! It was great to be back inside where we had

food, activities and fun! Youth and adults from the Hindu

Temple of Wichita and First Presbyterian Church served food

and assisted as personal shoppers for our students.

6th Annual Backpack Bash at FPC Wichita – Aug. 7th

This year, we had something else to offer… we had the COVID

vaccine available for those 12 years old and up. Thanks to a

Kansas Beats the Virus grant from KLC (Kansas Leadership

Center) and a generous donor, we had drawings for $50 gift

cards and a $1000 grand prize to encourage vaccinations.

Amani Shukuru was the $1000 winner—something that can be

a big help as he heads off to college when he graduates this

December. Thanks to Price Pharmacies, their Damm Pharmacy

in Derby provided the vaccines and technicians. Many

interpreters donated their time to make sure each refugee

family had information. Thanks as well to Grace Presbyterian

and the International Rescue Committee for their help in

planning, contributions and transportation. ( Patrice Cummings)

On Sunday, August 22nd FPC Arkansas City joined FPC 
Winfield in worship at the Winfield Church. The service 
began at 10:00 a.m. and was followed by a lunch in the 
fellowship hall. The service was led by Pastor John Welton
with Pastor Amy Baumgartner serving as worship assistant.
On October 3, 2021, the FPC Winfield congregation will be 
the guests of FPC Arkansas City for worship and a potluck 
lunch at the Arkansas City church location.

Sharing the Worship and the Fun!

Their tithes and offerings at work!
From FPC Derby, the 30 year old roof of the church, from
the office to the choir practice room has been replaced.
Much appreciation and kudos to the FPC Derby congregation 
and Property Committee for caring for their church.

This is some HOW, some WHAT, and maybe a little bit of 
WHY. Maybe. I am going to be inviting PCT to look at this question 
with each other at our September meeting and put some flesh and 
bones on how and what we might do to live in to the why more 
fully...using all our resources and all the gifts and all the challenges 
that God has given us.

Indeed, to God be all the glory!    Gail


