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Some observations from the Transitional Exec:

One of the great privileges of this work and ministry is that I “get 
around.”  Think of it like a lens that zooms out or on occasion, 
someone who gets the chance to sit in the balcony instead of on 
the dais or the pew.  I wanted to take this opportunity to share a 
few things I have noticed or been a part of over the past few 
months:

1. When preaching at Derby, I discovered they recently built 
and stock a blessing box for their community

2. Wichita, First Presbyterian, is in the throes of a deep dive 
process toward Adaptive Change and Leadership, led by 
the Kansas Leadership Center.  I hope that in the future, 
Brent Johnston, their pastor, and some of their leaders can 
share a report on their findings and the experience

3. On Sunday, July 25th, I had the privilege of baptizing an 
adult, Evan Berry (nephew of Matt Busby) at First 
Presbyterian, Freeport 

4. Ken Davidson, pulpit supply for both Hopewell and Harper, 
is not only a fine preacher/teacher but he is an amazing 
singer AND pianist! 

5. Pray with our congregations in Pratt, McPherson and 
Hutchinson, First, as they continue the processes of calling 
a pastor 

6. The Korean Presbyterian Church, Wichita has a new roof after    
storm damage, thanks to insurance coverage AND the fine    
oversight of Trustee, Ruling Elder and former Moderator, Ken  
Coryell

Continued on next page

BAPTISM CELEBRATION AT 

WHISPERING WINDS CAMP

Wichita, Kansas

Sunday, July 11th was a special day for members of the WRCC
(Wichita Redeemer Congregational Church). Several of our WRCC
members completed their confirmation classes and were ready to
receive the Holy Spirit through the blessing of baptism.

Members of FPC (First Presbyterian Church of Wichita) and the WRCC 
gathered  at Whispering Winds camp to bear witness to this 
miracle. Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston, pastor at  FPC, performed full 
immersion baptisms in the pool at the camp.

This important event in the life of every Christian was delayed too
long due to the pandemic. Everyone was overjoyed to finally gather
on this special day. We enjoyed beautiful African music during the
worship service and celebrated with lunch following the ceremony.

The WRCC will celebrate their 5th anniversary as a congregation on
August 25th. They worship at First Presbyterian Church of Wichita
and seek to become a Presbyterian congregation.

Mungu a(kubariki! (God bless you in Swahili)

http://www.pbysk.org/


These photos are from the Community Praise and Worship 
Service on July 18, 2021 at the Wilson Park Rotunda in 
Arkansas City. The service was sponsored by the Ark City 
Ministerial Alliance, and the free hamburger lunch 
afterwards was courtesy of Creekstone Farms, Project 
Revive, and Visit Ark City. The 150th Anniversary committee 
had small banners printed with each participating church’s 
logo. FPC had their banner displayed. The first photo 
below is Rev. Larry W. Cracraft, First Presbyterian Church, 
Arkansas City, pictured doing his part of the service. The 
church will be 150 years old on January 12, 2023, so the 
church is almost as old as the town. FPC was one of the 
earliest churches established in Arkansas City.

7. Both PCT and Governance are working hard to evaluate, pray, 
analyze, review, communicate, discuss, and discern God’s will for 
our future, noting that across the nation, membership and budget 
numbers decrease, while expenses increase.  For this reason, it is 
even MORE crucial to keep our eyes on the goal of empowering, 
strengthening, and serving our congregations while being good 
stewards of our resources.  This is a pivotal time in the life of our 
church, Presbytery, and frankly, the whole nation 

8. Marion Presbyterian Church celebrates 150 years on August 8,
2021 at their regular worship service*

On August 14th, whether by Zoom or in person at Grace, 
Wichita, we have the opportunity to gather as a presbytery, 
celebrate communion, meet our Transitional Synod Executive 
and do a bit of business.  I hope you all will make an effort to 
join us either way.  Also, we ask for some kind thoughts and 
patience as we work through what it means to do this “hybrid” 
gathering.  At any rate, I invite you to share the good news of 
what is happening in your churches and communities, also 
what are your challenges and how can we all be praying for but 
also recalling scripture to guide us, 

Ephesians 4:15-16 speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become 
in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, 
Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 
does its work.
*(and I know there are many more examples, so keep sharing and we will 
keep informing the whole Presbytery of your stories!)

In Christ’s love and growth….. Gail

Presbytery of Southern Kansas meets 
Saturday, August 14, 2021
Grace Presbyterian Church

Gathering 9:00 & Meeting Begins 9:30

FPC, McPherson sent four of their youth to Westminster

Woods Camp for a great camp experience this summer.

Hayden Eveland attended 5th & 6th Grade Camp along 

with Madelyn Zerger and Allison Zerger. Avery Eveland 

attended 7th and 8th Grade Camp.


