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[Before the sermon there was a “Parade of Ministry”] 

 

What a great Sunday of celebration of the ministries of BUMC!  Even as the pastor 

here I’m inspired to see the number and variety of ways that we do ministry here.  I 

feel so blessed to be part of a church that is reaching out and serving in so many 

different ways to every age level in this church, and to a broad spectrum of this 

community 

And I want to invite everyone at the end of the service to get a closer look at the 

ministry posters. Perhaps you will find something new that you would like to be a 

part of or learn more about. 

 

And with our focus on the ministries of our church today, I’m going to share a little 

bit about what is ministry, we will have a demonstration of the impact ministry has 

on real lives, and we will each be invited to take one or more steps in giving our 

TIME in hands on service back to God. 

 

 

A couple of years ago a family stood in front of their new congregation in Plano, 

Texas to take the vows of membership into a United Methodist Church.  Pastor 

Don Underwood asked the standard questions, including, “Will you be loyal to this 

church, upholding it with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and 

your witness?”  All the adults in the family, with great seriousness answered, “I 

will.”  Then seconds later, the young five year old son shouted his answer as loud 

as he could.  The boy’s answer was this:  “I’ll try!”  The pastor doubled over with 

laughter.  The congregation applauded.  A few moments later, after the pastor had 

regained his composure, he responded, “I’ve been in the ministry for 20 years, and 

that was probably the most honest answer to that question I have ever heard.” 

 

Wasn’t that beautiful?  With child-like innocence and honesty, that five year old 

boy said, “I’ll try my best.”  You know, I think that is the appropriate response 

after all.  God asks us to try our best.  God doesn’t demand that we be perfect, or 

necessarily successful.  Rather, the Lord calls on us to be faithful and to try our 

best as we live this Christian life of service. 

 

 



I. What is Ministry 

 

So let’s begin with the question, What is Ministry? 

 

 

Jesus tells Peter to take care of and feed his sheep.  And with these words we get a 

picture of what ministry is.  Ministry is meeting human needs with God’s 

resources.  Through Peter as our surrogate, Jesus has entrusted his followers with 

the care and feeding of His flock – with the meeting of the needs of others. 

 

But in order for us to connect the needs of human beings with the resources of 

God, we have to be aware of those needs. 

 

Sometimes we become so involved in our own lives that we are blind to what 

others around us need. There are people around us that are hurting. There are 

people around us that are sick. There are people around us that are hungry. There 

are people that are lonely. There are people that are tired, people that are 

discouraged, people that are lost, and people that are scared. 

 

We, as members of this church, can help meet these needs. We have to train our 

minds to recognize the opportunity and take advantage of it. There are times when 

I miss the opportunity to minister to someone, and by the time that I recognize the 

opportunity, it’s too late. I didn’t have the right frame of mind. My spiritual senses 

were not keen enough to notice it right then.  

 

We need to strive to have the “mind of Christ.”  Jesus said “feed my sheep.” Feed 

his people. Meet needs with God’s resources. That’s what we are called to do. 

That’s ministry! 

 

 

II. The Impact of Ministry 

 

And why are we called to it?  Because of the impact ministry can have in the life of 

a person.  Because Jesus’ ministry transformed people and he calls us to do the 

same. 

 

One of the first questions I am asked about our building is “how much is this going 

to cost?”  And although that is an important question, the problem with this 

question is that it can make it seem that this project and our church are only about 

money.  It’s only about numbers.  And that can make us forget that we aren’t 



building a building.  We are building a tool for ministry.  We are building 

something that we believe will allow us to have even a greater impact to change 

lives and to bring the light of Christ into the darkness of this world. 

 

And rather than tell you a story of how ministry can impact lives, let’s take a 

moment and witness it firsthand.  We have some people who volunteered to do a 

“cardboard testimony.”  one side will be words or a sentence describing their life 

before knowing Christ or before coming to this church.   And on the other side will 

be words or a sentence describing the impact and change in their life since having 

experienced the compassion of Jesus through the ministry of the church. 

 

Cardboard testimonies Video 

 

Let there be no doubt about it.  God still works in peoples lives today.  God still 

impacts lives through the ministry of His committed followers.  And if we doubt it, 

just look at these cardboard testimonies.  And at the person sitting in the pews near 

you.  Every transformed life is a miracle in process.  And as a body, we are being 

called to continue to impact lives with the grace and love of Jesus Christ. 

 

There are other stories I want you to see and hear.   Some of you have already 

heard these but they are worth hearing and seeing again.  

 

Read youth stories  

Whitaker Video  

 

III. My Commitment to Service and Ministry 

 

And in our scripture reading for today, we are reminded that as a body, we are 

made up of many individual parts.  And each part has a job to do so that the body 

as a whole can function. 

 

In 1 Corinthians 12: 12-14 Paul writes: 

◼ 12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all 

its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we 

were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, 

slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  14 Now the 

body is not made up of one part but of many. 

 



What in the world does this mean? Well, part of the meaning is this: the people 

who make up the Church are very diverse; everyone does not have the same 

abilities; but each one is still a valuable part of the Church. 

 God is calling some here this morning to sing in the choir. 

 God is calling others to provide leadership in a small group. 

 God is calling others to provide ministry to the youth group. 

 God is calling others to do building ministries. 

 God is calling others to caring ministries. 

 God is calling others to evangelist ministries. 

 God is calling others to office ministries. 

 God is calling others to support mission and outreach across the state or 

across the globe. 

  

 Do you get the image? Many parts to the church. Each part vital and 

essential to the church’s functioning. 

 

But sometimes we think that the call to meet a human need with God’s resources is 

for someone else to do – it’s not something I am called to do. 

 

Perhaps you have heard the story of the four church members named Anybody, 

Somebody, Everybody and Nobody?  The story goes like this. 

◼ There was a ministry in the church that Anybody could do, but 

Everybody thought Somebody would do it.  Instead. Nobody did it. 

◼ Well, this lead Everybody to get angry with Somebody, because after all 

Everybody thought Somebody should have done the ministry.  Even 

though it was something that Anybody could have done, but Nobody did 

it. 

◼ And so Everybody got angry with Somebody because Nobody did what 

Anybody could have done. 

 

Each one of us is part of the body of Christ.  And in Christ’s body, there are no 

parts that do not have a job – a ministry to perform. 

 

And so I want to offer you the invitation today to take a step in your commitment 

to Christ in the area of SERVICE. 

 

I am inviting you to ask,  “God where are you calling me to serve and give my 

time?”  I am inviting you again to pray the question, “Lord, what do You want to 

do through me?” That is not just a prayer about financial giving.  

 



Let me tell you something that I have discovered.  When you use your hands to 

serve God 

- maybe pulling weeds in the church flower beds – 

- maybe volunteering to hold a baby in the nursery so mom and dad can 

worship together 

- maybe going to Creek County next month with Volunteers in Mission to 

help a person clean up from the wildfires 

- maybe visiting the sick in the hospital 

- or visiting the local prison  

- when you serve God with your hands, something unique happens.  It is as if you 

can feel the power of God travel through your finger tips and lodge in your heart.  

You feel the power of being part of the body of Christ.  And you realize that it’s 

not just the one you are serving who is impacted by ministry – but you, yourself 

become impacted by ministry as well. 

 

My point is this:  you have a mission to accomplish for the Lord; you are a vital 

part of making that mission happen; you are gifted by the Holy Spirit; and that gift, 

that particular set of talents and abilities that you have are a vital part of this 

church. 

 

So today, you and I are invited to make a commitment to grow one step in our 

faithful service of God with our time and with our hands. 

 

Remember the little five year old boy said “I’ll try.”  “I’ll try my best.” 

 

Are you ready to try? 

 

I invite everyone to look at today’s commitment card.  (Hold up one of the cards.)  

 

Place in offering  


