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Next Sunday something incredibly special will happen here at BUMC.  You won’t 

want to miss it.  We are going to be celebrating the ministries of our church AND 

the way that God is transforming lives right here in and among us.  It will be a 

really unique service, you won’t want to miss it.  

 

This of course is all part of our capital campaign that we have titled Expanding Our 

Reach, Deepening Our Roots”  And through this campaign, we are raising capital, 

or money, so that we can provide for growth in our youth and children’s ministries, 

and take care of the older parts of our building and give them new life so they can 

function for us far into the future.  Now as much as we create great ministry space 

I want to remind you of the importance of also supporting the ministry of our 

church through our normal giving and offering to the regular ministry that takes 

place here.   

 

We are asking each one of us to consider making a sacrificial gift to the building 

campaign that is above and beyond our normal giving to the church.  And if you 

are at a point in your finances where you can’t make an additional sacrifice in your 

giving; if you feel that in order to give towards the capital campaign you have to 

cut back or stop giving to the ministry of our church in the regular offering; then 

please, don’t give to the building campaign and give only towards the annual 

budget.  The building program must be second mile” giving; that it be an additional 

sacrifice on top of your normal giving to the church. 

 

You see, the whole point of the building campaign is for us together to discern how 

God would have us respond to the opportunity placed before us.   It is to seek an 

answer to the prayerful question, “Lord, what do You want to do through me?”  

And this question is one we should be praying daily, and not just in the context of 

the building campaign.  It is a question that helps us to focus on doing what God 

expects of us to do.  God doesn’t ask us to do more than we can, but He does 

expect us to do all that we can! 

 

And our job over the next few weeks is to figure out what that is.  When it comes 

to your decision about how to support this project, how much to give, I’m asking 

only one thing.  Let your answer be “revealed in prayer.”   



 

Revealed in prayer is the middle point of the discipleship journey we are using for 

this sermon series…grounded in gratitude, revealed in prayer, lived in faith. 

 

 

Last week we looked at gratitude and the importance of grounding our lives in 

gratitude.  And in Philippians, Paul reminds us of the importance that all our 

prayers that are asking God to do something for us should be grounded in 

Thanksgiving.  So before we proceed with today’s focus on prayer, let me take a 

moment to focus us on “gratitude” by thinking about the exercise we did last week 

in worship.   

 

Refer to board 

 

Now, why do you think that the bible teaches us to express thanksgiving for the 

way God is already acting in our lives before asking him to do new things?  Do 

you think that’s just good prayer manners? I don’t think so. I think that when we 

stop and reflect on all God has already done in our lives, we remind ourselves and 

each other of just how great and loving our God really is …. That memory makes 

us bold enough to ask for even greater things. 

◼ It’s in Ephesians 3:20 that we read “Now to him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 

that is at work within us.” 

 

How big are your prayers?  How much do you ask God for?  How much can you 

imagine God intervening and answering your prayers?  Paul reminds us that God is 

able to do “immeasurably more” than all of that.  

◼ So as you pray, “Lord, what do You want to do through me?”  Give 

thanks to God and PRAY BIG! 

 

 

And in the scripture lesson today, Jesus gives us an invitation to prayer. 

 

In Matthew 7:7 Jesus gives us the invitation to pray.  He says “Ask and it will be 

given to you.”  We are invited to ask. 

 

Some people find it difficult to ask God for anything for themselves in prayer.  He 

was willing to pray for someone else’s need, but he thought it was selfish to ask 

God for anything for himself. 



◼ His difficulty was in believing that God’s blessings were limited.  That 

God only had so many that He can give out.  And that if he asked God to 

bless him, then couldn’t bless someone else.  

o He had yet to learn that “[God] is able to do immeasurably more 

than all we ask or imagine”  (Eph 3:20) 

o In other words, God’s blessings are immeasurable.  God blessing 

one person doesn’t limit God’s ability to bless someone else. 

 

But I don’t think he is alone in his thinking.  I think many of us are uncomfortable 

with these words of Jesus, “ask and it will be given to you.”   In fact, the great 

preacher of the 19th century, Charles Spurgeon said: 

◼ “Whether we like it or not, asking is the rule of the Kingdom. If you may 

have everything by asking in His Name, and nothing without asking, I 

beg you to see how absolutely vital prayer is.”  -- Charles. H. Spurgeon 

 

Perhaps you can fill in the blank on this next verse I’m going to quote.  In James 

4:2 we read: 

◼ “You have not because you  . . . .  

o ASK NOT. 

 

Jesus invites us to “ask God.” 

◼ Matthew 7:9-11 “9 “Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give 

him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, 

then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who 

ask him!” 

 

So first we have the invitation, “Ask and it will be given to you.”  And then Jesus 

gives us our focus when next he says “Seek and you will find” 

 

We usually think of asking for something from God for ourselves, or for 

others. During this campaign we are asking and praying for God to reveal no 

a thing, but an answer to the  question,” Lord what do you want to do 

through me.” 

 

If I were to ask you “what is your focus” I’m sure the answers I would get would 

be things like my family, my church, God.  But these wouldn’t necessarily be our 

true focus.  They would be our stated priorities or goals.  

◼ Our focus is found when we examine the things that we do, the habits 

and rituals that we have; our focus is found in where we spend our time, 



our energy, and our money.  And unless we spend our time, our energy, 

and our resources on our family, church and God, then these aren’t our 

focus. 

 

So the key to being successful is knowing how to control your focus.   

 

Let me invite you to do a little experiment with me.  Take a moment and look 

around the worship center and I want you to find all the things that you can that are 

green.  Take note of anything that you see that is green. 

◼ Now close your eyes.  Now name something that red. 

 

You see this is how focus works.  “Seek and you will find!”  What you seek – what 

you focus on -- is what you find. 

◼ That is why Jesus says just a few verses earlier than our reading today, in 

Matthew 6:33 

o “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well.”  (Matthew 6:33) 

 

So let’s try this again.  Take a moment and look around the worship center for 

everything that is red  Now close your eyes.  Name something that is red! 

◼ You see, when we focus on the right things, we get the right answer. 

 

And that is what the campaign prayer, “Lord, what do You want to do through me 

today?” helps us do.  It helps us focus on God and what God is doing already in 

our world. 

 

Next Jesus says, “Knock and the door will be opened to you.” This I believe 

says that what we ask and seek is revealed in prayer. 

 

When we did our feasibility study we had an overwhelming response to the 

building project itself and the need.  That was phase one.  The next phase we have 

been in recently is the phase of determining how much money we can raise in 

support of the project.  It is the “how much” question.  We’ve been asking our 

church family to consider how much they want to contribute to this campaign.  

How do you determine that?     

 

I’ve had a couple of people wonder how we could meet our capital campaign goal.  

In their trying to think it through in their own minds they did some quick 

calculations and figured out how if you took the membership of the church and 

divided that into the total amount we needed  then we could get a good picture of 



how much each person or family would need to give.  That might work for a 

business or a country club, but that is not what we are taking about for our capital 

campaign.   

I can’t determine that for you, neither can the church.   So last week we challenged 

ourselves to think about gratitude.  Scripture teaches us that a generous response 

must be grounded in gratitude and we are reminding ourselves today that it must be 

revealed in prayer.  It’s not revealed in committees, not revealed by formulas, not 

by financial advisors, bank account balances, but in prayer.  “Lord, what do you 

want to do through me”   

That simple prayer acknowledges that it is about God’s will first before mine. 

Lord, what do you want to do. The prayer also acknowledges how God works. God 

can and does work solely through God’s own power and will, but most of the time 

in the bible and well as today, God works through the obedient response of his 

people. “through me”   Let’s face it God would have a much easier time of it if we 

humans weren’t involved, but then how would we grow and how would we 

experience the blessings of being involved if God didn’t include us.   

 

So God wants us to be involved in praying about this.  This whole exercise of 

praying, thinking about gratitude, reflecting on sacrifice and obedience.   

Even if God revealed to you in prayer that you should not give one single dime to 

the capital campaign, then the time you spent engaging God, listening, seeking His 

will, would well be worth it. Because as we have said all along, this is a spiritual 

journey before it is about a fund raising campaign.  

 

Your level of support must be a matter of prayer because as  

As Jesus words just reminded us, it’s not about an equal share, it’s about an equal 

sacrifice. 

◼ For one person, just stepping up to a tithe for the first time and not giving 

anything above that to the building may be the sacrifice God is calling 

them to. 

◼ For another person, committing to give $3,000 over the next three years 

on top of their tithe, may be the sacrifice God is calling them to. 

◼ And for yet another person, God may be calling them to make the 

sacrifice of giving $40,000,100,00  over the next three years over and 

above their tithe. 

 

Obviously, three people, three different amounts.  These amounts do not represent 

an equal share, but they do represent the equal sacrifice God has revealed through 

prayer. 

 



 

Jesus invites us to ask, he encourages us to put our focus on God’s Kingdom and to 

seek first His righteousness, and when we knock in this way, the door is opened 

and God purpose for us is revealed in prayer. 

 

So let me challenge you this week, to begin praying the prayer, “Lord, what do 

You want to do through me?” 

 

I’ve been through this same process of praying, “Lord what do you want to do 

through me” expect that I had to do it much sooner than most of you.  I knew that 

when we started this campaign there would be a time when I as the pastor and 

spiritual leader of this flock would need to be in prayer about my family’s response 

to God.  I wonder things like, “What is expected of me?”  If I’m supposed to show 

leadership in real dollars, what does that mean? How generous will God ask me to 

be?  

 

Considering something sacrificial brings with it some anxiety, fear, self doubt of 

one’s faith, all kinds of human emotions.  Giving generously and sacrificially 

doesn’t usually make practical sense.  So if giving generously sometimes defies 

logic, raises all kinds of human emotions, then for all these reasons this decision 

must be revealed in prayer.  

 

A couple of weeks ago I stood in front of our church leadership and told them that 

I wanted to go 1st and be the first one to make a pledge toward our capital 

campaign. As I stood in front of them I reflected on God's goodness and in my life 

and how grateful I was I thought about I thought about the many ways God has 

blessed me.   

 

I also had doubts, fears, and worries.  Denise is already retired.  What can we 

afford? I’m trying to pour as much as I can into my retirement account to prepare 

for the future, “if I’m generous now will I be okay later”  My daughter has a large 

student loan debt from her doctoral work, some of which I’m the co-signer for.  

What should I do about that?   

I honestly wasn’t sure of what was expected of me and other leaders as we were 

challenged to make a lead gift before the public part of the campaign launched 

What is a lead gift anyway?  Then Craig Miller our consultant from Horizons 

Stewardship showed us a chart of what was needed in lead gifts. It went from 

30,000 to 200,000 thousand.   

 



I wondered how Denise and I could possibly make a lead gift. We already give 

generously to the church, I think we are something like in the top five givers in the 

whole church.  As Denise and I initially talked, we weren’t thinking about a lead 

gift in that giving range. But the more I reflected and prayed, the more grateful I 

became and more I realized you cannot out give God and that God had been 

abundantly generous to us and has given us a lifestyle and security beyond what I 

ever thought  possible.  

I remembered how fortune we are to have even more that what we need to live on.  

-Stock market purchase  

 

 

When I learned that a lead gift was 30,000 and beyond, I went to that account to 

see what remained.  Do you know what was in there? Just over $30,000 

 

I had been praying, “Lord, what do you want to do through me?” and I now knew I 

had my answer.   

 

So that’s my story. I tell you that story because I think  it’s important for my own 

integrity.  I can’t stand up here and talk about being generous and sacrificial if I am 

not willing to do the same. But remember, it’s not equal gifts, my sacrifice will not 

be a great as some who give much less and it won’t be as great as some who give 

much more. But it is what God revealed to me through prayer.  So I know it is the 

right amount.  


