
September 2022 Steeple Bell

 I have shared with you all before about my friend 
Andy. My first Sunday at Park UMC in Lexington I 
met Andy. He was asleep on the front porch of the 
church building, where I learned he slept almost 
every night. I had a thought that ran through my 
heart and my mind as I spent the next few months 
seeing Andy and talking with him: “Why would God 
bring someone else to the doors of this church if we 
don’t love the one who is actually at our door right 
now?” So I made it my goal to treat Andy as if he 
were part of the church; we tried to love our neigh-
bor (the one physically closest to us) as ourselves. 
 In the book of Acts, before Jesus ascends, he 
tells his disciples, “but you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
Think of it like this: from the closest place to the 
farthest place we are to be His witness. Sometimes 
farther away seems a little easier, a little safer, but I 
know that if we can’t do it at home, right with those 
around us, to our literal neighbors, then I think even 
farther away will still be hard. 
 We all know that the second greatest command, 
after loving the Lord your God with all your heart, 
soul, mind and strength – the greatest command-
ment (Deuteronomy 6:5), is to love your neighbor 
as yourself (Leviticus 19:18). The question the 
expert in the law asked Jesus, because he wanted 
to justify himself was, “Who is my neighbor?” 
 That is not the question I am asking you today. 
Rather, the question I want to ask you is, as a 
church, do we know our neighbors? Do we know 
the people whose house we can see, whose home 
we can walk to? If the answer is no, then the ques-
tion I would ask is, “How do we love a neighbor we 
do not know?” 
 On Monday, September 19, at 6:00 p.m., we 
will be knocking the block. Knocking on the doors 
of our neighbors, letting them know who we are, 
inviting them into gathering moments of this com-
munity of faith, and asking if there is a way we can 
pray for them and sharing how they can even let us 
know later how we can pray for them. As long as 

the weather cooperates, we will meet at the church 
building at 6:00 p.m., break into groups of two or 
three, divide up some streets close to the church, 
and go and do some knocking. 
 Also, in preparation for this, we are going to Pray 
the Block the Monday before, September 12 at 6:00 
p.m. This will be simply walking and praying, ask-
ing God to open doors (literally and figuratively), to 
prepare hearts (even our own), and to help us know 
our neighbors so we can love them. 
 I know it is uncomfortable for a lot of us, decid-
edly not in our wheelhouse for most of us. But that 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be about the work. In 
fact, maybe because we feel uncomfortable, unpre-
pared, out of our element, we will have the opportu-
nity to see God move, because we will know it has 
to be God. 
 There is a beautiful image in Revelation of Jesus 
standing at the door and knocking (Revelation 3:20). 
Maybe our knock will help them hear His knock. 
Maybe if they open a door for us because we care 
enough to knock, they will open their heart to a sav-
ior who loved enough to die. Let’s go knocking. 

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn Beach

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 

in to him and eat with him and he with me.
-Revelation 3:20-
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Be Still 
 “Be still and know that I am God..” Psalm 46:10
 
 The other day I was at a going-away party for a 
sergeant in our office. There were several people 
there and I was eating my lunch when someone 
tapped me on the shoulder and said my name. I 
looked up and five people were looking at me, one 
of whom said “We need to get you in the Audiology 
booth.” Apparently several people had been saying 
my name and were trying to get my attention and 
I had no idea. I hadn’t heard any of them. I have 
a very hard time hearing when there is background 
noise. When I was in school one of my close friends 
once told me, “I used to think you were mad, but 
now I realize you were just trying to figure out what I 
was saying,” When it is perfectly quiet I can hear and 
make out what others are saying MUCH better. 
 So I was thinking about it... when I was at the 
party and had five different people calling my name, 
I didn’t realize someone was even talking to me un-
til someone physically tapped me on the shoulder! 

Stephanie Johnson

No wonder I have a hard time hearing God’s voice 
when I can’t even hear people who are physically 
present! 
It also made me think – the same thing that helps 
me to hear people who are talking to me are the 
same things that help me to feel God’s presence 
and hear His voice. When I am alone in a quiet 
place and not distracted by other things, I can 
readily tell what people are saying to me. When I 
get alone, clear my mind and concentrate on God 
through reading scripture, praying and spending 
quiet time listening to the Lord’s leading, I feel His 
presence. I feel like I can more readily discern 
what he is trying to tell or teach me. 
 There are all kinds of things that cause back-
ground noise between us and God – children go-
ing back to school, news, work, health concerns... 
and the list goes on. Our souls yearn for that quiet 
time to reconnect with our Creator. Make a point to 
be still and know God. 

Father God, 
 Help us to be purposeful in making quiet time to 
spend with you. Help us to quiet our lives so that 
our hearts can reconnect with yours. Help us to 
quiet our minds so that they can be renewed. We 
love you. 
   Amen 

Save the Date: OCTOBER 22
 On Saturday, October 22, we will be going on 
an outing to the Abbey of Gethsemane. We’ll be 
leaving the church at 8 a.m. for whoever wants to 
carpool. We will go out for a late lunch/early dinner 
afterward for anyone who is interested. 

Dear Church Family,

 Thank you so very much for all your prayers and 
expressions of support for our oldest son Miles and his 
family since Miles' July 20, C5 spinal cord injury.  He is 
in rehab at Craig Hospital in Denver and may be there 
for about three months. Many of you have asked how to 
contact him, so here is his address:

Craig Hospital
C/O Guest Services
Miles Barger
3425 S Clarkson
Englewood, CO  80113

  With deep appreciation,
  Betty and Ron Barger

Friday, September 23
6:00 p.m.

 The Congregational Life Team is host-
ing a tailgate party at the church prior to the 
MCHS Football Game.
 The church will provide hot dogs and 
drinks. Please bring your sack chairs and a 
favorite dish to share. 
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On December 10, 2021, Western Kentucky was hit 
by an unprecedented string of tornados, leaving 
a vast line of destruction. Long-term recovery and 
rebuilding efforts are now needed. You're invited 
to join the Kentucky United Methodist Volunteers 
in Mission to travel to Western Kentucky for a 
Disaster Relief & Recovery mission trip. We will 
be working across the Western half of the state in 
designated areas alongside Habitat for Human-
ity. We will help to rebuild homes that have been 
damaged and/or destroyed. No special skills are 
needed. As time permits, Bishop Fairley will work 
alongside teams, as well as offer words of encour-
agement and pastoral care.

Dates:  October 2 – October 7, 2022
Cost: $110 per person, includes lodging, meals, 
supplies and insurance
Deposit: $50 due at time of registration
Registration Deadline: September 11, 2022      
Balance Due: September 21, 2022
Ages: Open to adults 18+, plus students aged 14-
17 with adult chaperone accompanying

If you are interested in going with a team from 
Brandenburg UMC please leave your informa-

tion on the Disaster Relief signup sheet. 

2022 Disaster Relief Trip 
to Western Kentucky
October 2-7

Thursday, September 22
Ekron Baptist Church

Doors open at 6 p.m. for dinner. 
Service at 7p.m.

Ciara’s House Yard Sale
Saturday, September 10

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
St. John Church, Brandenburg

 Proceeds from the yard sale will go to support Ci-
ara’s House, a transitional house for previously incarcer-
ated women who are ready to return to society and need 
a hand up. 
 If you would like to set up a booth that day, you may 
rent a space for $25, either in front of the church or in 
the gym. If you are interested in renting booth space or 
donating items, please call Debbie Thompson at 270-
863-1010.

Sunday evening gathering for 
5th- and 6th-graders
 On Sunday, September 25, 6:30-7:30 p.m., we 
are inviting all our 5th- and 6th-graders and their 
friends to our first monthly gathering This will be a 
time for us to enjoy being around each other. We’ll 
have some fun, learn some simple but profound 
truths about our Heavenly Father, His Son, Spirit, 
and Church and our faith. And we’ll probably have 
a little snack. Hope to see everyone there! 
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KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

 Welcome back BUMC Kids! Our Water 
Games on the opening night of Halftime made 
for an exciting night of fun! Boy, did we get 
soaked!
 Please join us on Wednesday evenings at 
5:45 for our Halftime fellowship meal, followed 
by BUMC Kids Worship Time from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. 
Grades 4-6
 Join us for a time to 
discover if “You’ve Got 
Talent – Finding Your 
Spiritual Gifts” 
 Memory Verse:1 Corin-
thians 12:12 Just as a body, though one, has 
many parts, but all its many parts form one 
body, so it is with Christ
Grades K-3
 What will I be “When I Grow Up?” Join us to 

discover how your future 
occupation will strengthen 
your relationship with 
God and the Lord Jesus!
 Memory 
Verse:Colossians 3:17 
And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.

Busy Busy Busy! 
 We know all our BUMC Kids have busy 
schedules. If there is a cancellation in your 
schedule, please come join us! 

Children’s Church, Sundays,  9 & 11 a.m.
 BUMC Kids is study-
ing the Miracles of Je-
sus. Join us on Sunday 
mornings and learn more 
about how amazing Je-
sus is and how He could 
do the IMPOSSIBLE!

Memory Verse Challenge:
 BUMC Kids have been challenged to learn sev-
eral memory verses this fall. Each unit of study has 
a memory verse to memorize. We are challenging all 
BUMC Kids to learn and recite John 3:16. Who will 
master these challenges? 
 John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.

 No Children’s Church – September 4 Labor Day 
Weekend
 Starting September 11, join BUMC Kids/Children’s 
Church to learn how to build God’s Kingdom through 
us! Following God isn’t a one-time event. As we fol-
low Him and learn from HIm, we are BUILT UP into 
boys, girls, men and women of faith!
Gathering for 5th- and 6th-graders
 Sunday, September 25, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 See page 7 of the newsletter for more details.
Tribe/BUMC Kids Fall Fun 
 Wednesday, October 12, Roberts Family Farm

 Stay tuned for more information and calendar 
dates! 

   In His Name,
  Ms. Lesley
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Water 
Games!
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 Happy September! The TRIBE Youth Ministry is back 
in full swing and I am so excited for what this fall will look 
like for our youth members!
	 We	kicked	off	our	Fall	with	a	night	of	Wacky	Wednes-
day Water fun where we teamed up with our Children’s 
Ministry and enjoyed a night just coming back together 
as a group.  We played Tug-of-War, the Sponge Bucket 
challenge,	the	2-Liter	filler,	had	an	old	fashioned	water	

balloon toss, went div-
ing for marbles in buck-
ets of water with our 
toes, and enjoyed lots of 
laughs and fun.  We fol-
lowed that up with a Pool 
Party at the Kings’ house 
where we enjoyed some 
great conversations, wel-
comed some new youth 
and friends, and shared 
some yummy hotdogs 
and s’mores!
 This fall we are embark-
ing on a journey that will 
help us learn what a Con-
victed Christian encoun-
ters.  You’ve probably 
seen our Crime Scene in 

the atrium of the church.  We will learn what it means 
to	be	dead	to	sin	and	alive	in	Christ.		To	kick	that	off,	we	
are excited to be road tripping to Elizabethtown Escape 
Rooms where we will race against the clock and each 

other to solve the crime scenes before us!
 Our fall is a busy one – we invite all 7th-12th graders 
to join along with us!  We can always use adults as well.  
Plug	in	where	you	fit	in	–	or	stretch	yourself	–	and	join	
us in the youth room!  
 Save these dates and notice ways you can plug in 
below to help us out:
•	 September	9:	 Fifth	Quarter	 at	 St.	 John	 --after	 the	
home football game until 11:30 pm--I need desserts!  
Can you help?
•	 October	12:	Roberts	Family	Farm	Children	and	Youth	
Night 5:30-8:00 pm--I need to chaperones!  Can you 
help?
•	 October	 15-16--Fall	 Mystery	 Retreat--I	 need	 meals	
provided!  Can you help?
•	 October	23--Bonfire	and	Hayride	at	Scott	and	Heath-
er	Wilsons’	 from	 6-8	 pm--I	 need	 appetizers!	 Can	 you	
help?
•	 October	26--Church	Chili	Cookoff	(no	youth)
•	 October	31--Trunk	or	Treat	at	BUMC--We	need	trunks	
decorated!  Can you help?
•	 November	 16--Tribe	 Thanksgiving--I	 need	 turkeys	
and hams cooked!  Can you help?
•	 November	 20--Soup	 Fest	 (Hanging	 of	 the	 Greens	
practice)
•	 November	27--Hanging	of	the	Greens
•	 December	14--Tribe	Christmas	Party

 Shew, we could see that and think WOW, this is go-
ing to be a crazy, busy time!  OR, we could see that and 
think	HOW	BLESSED	ARE	WE	to	share	in	these	events	
together with our fellow youth and church family!  I 
can’t wait to see you all out and about this fall!  Please 
let me know if you can help with any of the events 
above!
  Be Blessed!
     Kelly
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Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, September 4, 11, 18, 25
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
Monday, September 12, 19, 26
  6:00 p.m. Scouts
Tuesday, September 6, 13, 20, 27
 10:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
 5:30 p.m. Hour of Prayer in Sanctuary
 6:00 p.m. Scouts
Wednesday, September 7, 14, 21, 28
 6:30 a.m. Brothers in Christ
 5:45 p.m. Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Halftime groups and classes - all ages
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal
Thursday, September 1, 15, 29
 9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ
Saturday, September 3, 10, 17, 24
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

Current Events:
Monday, September 5 - Labor Day
	 Church	Office	Closed
Sunday, September 18
6:00 p.m. Leadership Council
Thursday, September 22
6:00 p.m. Women of Worth Meade County
   Ekron Baptist Church
Friday, September 23
6:00 p.m. Tailgate prior to MCHS football game
Sunday, September 25
6:30 p.m. Gathering for 5th- and 6th-graders

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
8:40 a.m. Atrium Greeter:  John Jones
8:40 a.m. FLC Entrance Greeter: Becca Kulkofsky
8:40 a.m. Ushers: 
    T. Parker, Tatum Parker, Eric & Daphne King
Communion Servers: Goins Family
8:40 a.m. Welcome Center: Stephanie Johnson

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
10:40 a.m. Atrium Greeter: John Jones
10:40 a.m. Sanctuary Greeter: Thomas McAleer
10:40 a.m. Ushers: Ron Barger contacts ushers
Communion Servers:
 Steve & Melissa Ward, Lynn & Barb Thompson
10:40 a.m. Welcome Center: Barb & Lynn Thompson
Tellers:  Tom McQuary, Martha Pile
Follow-up for First-Time Guests:
 Ilene Aerbersold, Joan Wilson

Children’s Moment:
September 4 - Earlene Bohannon
September 11 - Bill Adams
September 18 - Lesley Wilson
September 25 - T Parker (9), Jon Miller (11)

Provide food for cafe (Hospitality)
September 4 - Donna Funk
September 11 - Joy Adams
September 18 - Robyn Proctor
September 25 - Jane Slinger

Staff cafe (Hospitality)
September 4 - Kelly Nelson
September 11 - Joy Adams
September 18 - Sandra Stone
September 25 - Jane Slinger
 

SERVING ON SUNDAY IN SEPTEMBER 

COMMUNION OFFERING for SEPTEMBER
Carol Pebley, Translation Specialist 
 Our communion offering for September will go to sup-
port Carol Pebley, a field linguist and translation specialist. 
The following is an update from Carol:
 Our prayers over many years are being answered. Since 
the dedication of the Kagayanen New Testament and Gen-
esis in 2008 I know that you have been praying that some of 
the Kagayanen people will take the initiative and responsi-
bility to translate the Old Testament. This has finally come 
to pass with a group of Kagayanens who have begun to 
draft some books. Jonah and Esther have been drafted and 
Joshua, Ruth and 1 Chronicles are still in progress. They are 
doing this without any funding because they see the great 
value of having God’s Word in their own language.
 At the end of June, I traveled to Bagabag to meet face-
to-face with the Guina-ang translation team.  I am also 

helping another translation project, Tawbuid, who likewise 
has a deadline to finish all their New Testament books in 
September. 
 It’s a joy to help Bible translation teams make sure the 
Scriptures are accurate, clear, natural, and acceptable. 
 I am so thankful for all of your concern for me, your 
help, your many prayers, and your support in the work to 
bring the Scriptures to those who have never had it before. 
I couldn’t do this without an incredible team of prayer and 
financial partners – people like you!

E-mail: carol_pebley@sil.org
Online link to partner with Carol in praying or giving:
 https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/EFCF8F
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