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Steeple Bell
Dear Church,
It has been hot out this August. I guess that
shouldn’t surprise me – we are in the dog days
of summer. But one of the best things about hot
weather are those things that cool you down or
bring relief or are refreshing. Have you ever come
in from the heat of the day and had a nice cool drink
and after that first big gulp you let out an “Ahhh.” Or
maybe you dive or jump into the lake or a pool and
come up and “Ahhh.” Maybe it is just stepping into
the shade and feeling a breeze or coming into the
air-conditioned house, “Ahhh”
I was thinking about those times after readingPhilemon 4-7:
4
I always thank my God as I remember you in
my prayers, 5because I hear about your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 6I pray
that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that
you will have a full understanding of every good
thing we have in Christ. 7Your love has given me
great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints.
Did you hear it in there? “You have refreshed the
hearts of the saints.” I wonder if I have done that?
Have you ever experienced it? Refreshment of
heart, I think, probably contains a peace and a joy.
Your heart has been reminded of a truth, a hope
has been realized, and a promise has been affirmed. The refreshing isn’t just in what is received,
but it is experiencing God’s faithfulness.
There is an interesting story about Elijah in 1
Kings 19. After Elijah had put to death the prophets of Baal, after watching God consume with fire
the offering he made, and after praying for rain and
rain coming (it had not rained for 3 ½ years), Elijah
flees for his life. He finds himself alone, tired, and
done. We are told he lies down under a broom tree
and says “I have had enough, Lord. Take my life;
I am no better than my ancestors” (1 Kings 19:4).
The Lord does not take his life though. The Lord
refreshes him. Twice an angel wakes him up and
shows him bread to eat and water to drink. We are

told he was strengthened and traveled 40 days to
get to Horeb, the mountain of God.
When you and I “refresh” someone, when we
come beside and help someone, give of ourselves,
our time, our energy, our resources, not only are
we giving strength, filling a stomach, encouraging
a friend, making something possible, where they
didn’t see a way, but we are helping them understand and see the faithfulness of God. You are
Christ’s ambassador. Someone who doesn’t believe will be thankful and hopefully understand that
it is God who is at work, but a saint’s heart will be
refreshed.
There is one other piece to draw your attention
to. Verse 6 says, “I pray that you may be active in
sharing your faith, so that you will have full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”
Someone you share with may have an “ahhh” moment, but you and I will receive an “aha” moment.
We gain a fuller understanding of every good thing
we have in Christ. You and I will know it more, understand it better.
Do you want to see more clearly what God has
done in your life? Refresh someone else.
Church, let’s be a people who refresh hearts. It
means being generous, kind, coming beside, giving
of ourselves, looking to the good of others, knowing
and learning all the more the good things we have
in Christ.
			
Because of Christ,
				
Lynn Beach

2 Brandenburg United Methodist Church

Stephanie Johnson
100 DAYS OF PRAYER
When I was considering what the prayer team
should do this fall, I did some praying about it. It
seemed like I couldn’t shake this little voice that was
saying “100 days of prayer.” So I listened to the little voice and have started this journey. Each week
there is a new handout with a little prayer and verse
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followed by a small area for personal reflection. You
can find these on the little table in the main hallway
of the church. (I have been informed that the little
table is called a “credenza” which sounds a bit like
a sweet smelling flower that one would grow in their
garden.) Anyone is free to join in at any time. Do a
week, do a few weeks, do the rest of the 100 days.
Whatever you do, I just hope you pray and the daily
prompts to pray encourage you in your walk with
Christ.
Father God,
May we seek you in prayer daily. May we seek you in
prayer in the hard times and sing your praises in the good
times. May we remember than no matter what, nothing can
separate us from your love. We can bring anything and everything to you in prayer. You listen and you care for us.
We love you Lord.
					
Amen

Dear Brandenburg UMC,
We would like to sincerely thank Pastor
Lynn and the church family for the love and
support shown to our family during the death
of our loved one, Mitchell Tupman. Your kind words, expressions of sympathy, the wonderful bereavement meal,
and the loving and meaningful service by Pastor Lynn are
greatly appreciated and will never be forgotten.
Clarity Solutions, a Women’s Health Clinic in
Elizabethtown helps many women and teens deal
with unplanned pregnancies each year. With a philosophy based on the “sanctity of life,” Clarity offers
free appointments and resources, including counseling, medical consultations and exams. A newly
constructed Maternity Home is an additional part of
their ministry.
Clarity Solutions hosts yearly fund raisers to aid
in supporting their community services. The annual
“Walk for Life” is scheduled for Saturday, September 11. This 2-mile walk will begin at Clarity’s Client Services Building at 116 E. Memorial Drive in
Elizabethtown. If you are interested in supporting or
participating, please contact Cheri Lawrence, 270668-5196, or visit: www.supportclarity.org.

			
In Christ’s Love,
				
Sarah Tupman and Family

Dear Church Family,
Thanks to those who lifted me up in prayer for my eye
surgery. Though I was told it could take up to five months
for complete healing, I am doing well, and the prayers are
continuing to be answered.
It’s nice to be a part of a church family who cares with
prayer.
Thanks again.
			
Sincerely,
				
Ruth Clauer
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Building Project Update

Ron Barger, Building Committee

The renovation and addition to the Parish Hall/
Education Building is moving full steam ahead. The
project encompasses:
1. The renovation and modernization of 8800
square feet of existing space. The renovation addresses the nursery, the toddler room, updated and
expanded children’s classrooms, an enlarged and
modernized gathering area, a new prayer room, the
addition of first-floor and second-floor bathrooms,
and expanded storage. Through this building process, the ceiling heights of both floors have been significantly increased.
2. The addition of 3900 square feet of new space.
The new space includes a new youth worship center, breakout rooms for smaller youth groups, a recreation room for youth and children, additional children’s classroom space, and a very large storage
area for the various items used in the gym/contemporary worship center.
As of August 23, the exterior of the building has
been “dried-in,” the rough-in plumbing has been
completed, the rough-in electrical work is 95% completed, and 90% of the HVAC installation is done.
The interior stud walls have been constructed, and
sheetrock installation will commence shortly. After
the sheetrock is completed, the finishing aspects of
the project will commence: final wiring and plumb-

The rose window removed during demolition
has been replaced in the new wall.
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ing, painting, installation of doors, cabinets, flooring,
etc. Final sitework addressing exterior water runoff
and drainage, exterior concrete work, etc. is also in
process.
Building Committee members have a weekly meeting with Prodigy personnel to review the completed
work and address any concerns or issues which
may occur. The committee representatives are very
pleased with the quality of the workmanship by Prodigy Construction personnel and their subcontractors.
The construction process is on-time and progressing as scheduled with construction to be completed in
late October. At this time the anticipated occupancy
date is November 1. The addition of this “new space”
is exciting. It will provide us with an expanded and
updated facility which will meet the needs of our
church family and of our community as we continue
our outreach to spread the message of the gospel.

Capital Campaign Update
The building project is going well, as is the capital campaign for this project. We are 3/4 of the way
through the second year of our three-year campaign
with 68 percent of pledges received. Following is a
to-date look at our campaign:
Pledged:
Received:

$1,194,071.35
$806,537.70
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KIDS

BUMC
The TRIBE is back at full swing this fall! We kicked
off our fall by participating in the church-wide scavenger hunt on August 18 and then rolled right into
some fun youth activities to get us started. On August 25, we initiated our color teams for the fall with
a color war, then on August 28, we joined up with
Ms. Lesley and BUMC Kids to enjoy some fun in the
sun at Holiday World. Both were fun ways to get
back at it and RE-CONNECT with each other and our
church!
Now that we are back on Wednesday nights and
do not yet have a full Half-Time meal program going , we are trying to plan meals to feed our children
and youth each week. Many of them come directly
from after school activities and do not have time
to go home before church. We don’t want that to
stop them from coming! We are looking for families or groups who would like to sponsor a meal on
Wednesday nights. If you are interested, please see
Kelly Wilson or Lesley Wilson! We currently are looking for people to fill each Wednesday in September.
Beginning Sunday, September 12, in addition to
our Wednesday nights, TRIBE TIME will begin again!
This is a fun evening with a variety of activities, quick
devotions, fun, and prayer! We will meet from 6:307:30 in the Family Life Center! All 7-12th graders are
welcome to attend and as always BRING A FRIEND!
I am looking for some adult volunteers who would
like to share a quick devotion with our youth on Sunday nights. Just your favorite Bible verse or story and
why? Your journey as a Christian. Just a 10-minute
devotion. This will be a great way for our youth to
make connections with the adults in our church. I
am hoping to form some prayer partners from this
group as well. Please let me know if you would be
interested in sharing your story with us!
I am excited to get back together this fall and
dive into the word of God with our youth. Hebrews
4:12 reminds us that “The word of God is living and
active....discerning the thoughts and intentions of
the heart.” I pray this Fall that we grow together as
a youth group – and a church – who is living and active in the word of God.
			
In Christ,
				
Kelly
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Lesley Wilson

Welcome Back! BUMC Kids have been busy
lately, sharing two super fun events with The Tribe.
The Color War was held Wednesday, August 25
(pictures on pages 6 and 7).
Then, on Saturday, August 28, we took off to
Holiday World for an awesome time riding rides
and getting soaked! Stay tuned for pictures.
Coming up for BUMC Kids:
Wednesday Night Halftime Meals and BUMC
Kids Worship Time
Join us for dinner starting at 6:00 p.m. OR join
us from 6:30-7:30 for our Worship/Fellowship Time
On Wednesday nights this fall BUMC Kids will
be learning about Colors in the Bible!
September 1: Introduction to Colors in the Bible
We’ll be tie-dyeing BUMC Kid T-Shirts!
September 8: RED
Wear something Red! Prize for the person wearing the most red items!
September 15: YELLOW
Wear something yellow! Prize for the person
wearing the most yellow items!
September 22: BLUE
Wear something blue! Prize for the person
wearing the most blue items!
September 29: GREEN - ORANGE - PURPLE
Wear something with all 3 colors or pick your
favorite of the 3! Prize for the person wearing the
most items!
On Sundays, Children’s Church is studying
Esther. Find out how a queen saved her people!
Remember, BUMC Kids includes kids ages
birth through 6th-grade. Nursery is provided on
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings.
BUMC Kids Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. will
return soon! I will send Breeze notification!
Update BUMC Kids Information. Please see
Ms. Lesley to update your child’s information!
Mark your calendars!
Sunday, October 31: BUMC Trunk or Treat
Sunday, November 7: Hayride (Ms. Lesley’s)
Sunday, December 12: BUMC Kids
		 Christmas Program 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 15: Christmas Party
			
			
In Him,
			
Ms. Lesley
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There are so many things going on at
home and around the world. Disaster has
become the main topic of many conversations and heart concerns.
I can hear the voice of the Lord saying, “Generous persons will prosper;
Charlotte those who refresh others will themselves
Shepard be refreshed.” (Proverbs 11:25)
I’m in daily need of a reset of mind because I’m
quick to forget it’s not about me.
I will be traveling to Haiti at the end of October
on a mission trip. The team will be providing medical care to those suffering from the effects of the
earthquake and hurricane and will be bringing food
as many of the children are starving as they wait

Oxiliene Morency cried out in grief after the body of her
7-year-old daughter was recovered from the rubble.
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for assistance. If you feel led and are able, please
give to assist with food and medicine purchases
and to insure my journey is a safe one.The expenses will be more due to the damage, but the expense
is the difference in a life saved or lost. My goal is to
keep you updated as I continue preparing for this
walk of service. The pictures are from a contact in
Haiti.
Let’s never stop praying for God’s people and
those who have dedicated their lives to work in the
mission field. I need you to partner with my heart as
I serve, praying that we can one day soon take our
own church team to Haiti.
Thank you for always being supportive and full of
His Grace.
			
			

Charlotte Shepard
BUMC Mission Chair

Survivors sleep on the street following the earthquake.

Family Mission Trip to Chicago
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Family Mission trip projects included painting, yard work and home repairs.

SEPTEMBER COMMUNION OFFERING

Carol Pebley, Translation Specialist
Our communion offering for September will go to support Carol Pebley, a field linguist and translation specialist. The following is an update from Carol:
Overwhelmed with gratitude is how I feel for all
your abundant help and prayers. God has answered your
prayers and plentifully supplied all my needs.
The whole Bible in the Finallig language is finally
finished being printed. If you remember I worked with
this team for many years in checking their Old Testament
books and doing the many prepublication checks. The
printer was closed for a year and just opened in February
2021. The Finallig people will plan for the dedication of
the Bible in their own heart language.
Since my last update to you, I gave feedback on the
book of Revelation to the Kolibugan translation team.
They will look at my comments and decide how they want
to revise it. When it is revised then they will send it back to
me to look over again. When everything is resolved then
the book will be approved to be published. Pray that the
team will revise the book in the best way to communicate
God’s message accurately, clearly and naturally.

I have been continuing to work on the Kagayanen
grammar with the help of my co-author, an international linguistic consultant with SIL and with a Kagayanen
woman. I can talk with the Kagayanen woman through
the internet at night since that is their daytime hours. She
helps me with the Kagayanen data and answers my many
questions. I am so thankful for both of them and for the
progress we have made.
It has been more than a year since I returned home
from the Philippines and the Philippines is still not open
for foreigners to enter because COVID is still bad there.
Pray for God’s guidance in knowing how and when to apply for a new visa to return to the Philippines. Pray that
COVID will soon disappear from the world. Pray that the
many Bible translation projects that have been hindered or
stopped can soon resume.
It’s a joy to help Bible translation teams make sure the
Scriptures are accurate, clear, natural, and acceptable. I
couldn’t do this without an incredible team of prayer and
financial partners – people like you!”
E-mail: carol_pebley@sil.org
Online link to partner with Carol in praying or giving:
https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/EFCF8F
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Family Life Team Update

Heather Papp, Liz Proctor

Summer is winding down, and things are getting
busy again! A big thank you to those who came out
to our game night in August. New connections were
made, new games were played, and we got to see a
competitive side to some of our members!
Fall is bound to be an exciting time at BUMC!
There are so many opportunities for you to reconnect with your church family, and we can’t wait to see
you. On Wednesday, October 20, we’ll be hosting
our annual chili supper, where we feature the BEST
chili around – prepared by YOU! Bring a pot of chili,
or just bring your appetite; the congregation will vote
on the best dish, and the winner will receive a gift
card.
We also want to bring back Trunk or Treat to the
church but will need several volunteers to make this
a safe, fun event for the community. Your help is
needed to decorate your trunks and hand out candy
to the little monsters, princesses, and superheroes
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on Halloween night (Sunday, October 31). We would
especially love to have help from those without small
children, so parents of the younger kids can join in
on the trunk-or-treat fun! This could be something
to do with your small group or Sunday School class
– maybe you’ve been looking for an opportunity to
dress up again for Halloween! We will also be collecting candy donations later this fall for this event.
Stay tuned for more information to come as we near
the date.
On November 21, we will celebrate Stewardship
Sunday as a church, with our annual Soupfest. This
promises to be another great opportunity for fellowship! The only thing better than a hot bowl (or two) of
soup on a chilly November day is being able to share
it with our church family and friends.
As you can see, we have a TON going on this fall
across the church campus! This would be a great
time to join the Family Life team and help put all of
this together. If you would like to join us or have any
questions, please contact Heather Papp (301-7125343) or Liz Proctor (859-699-3090).
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Mark your calendars!

Dear Church,

Wednesday, October 20 Chili Cook-off
Sunday, October 31
Trunk or Treat
Saturday, November 6 Veterans Appreciation Dinner
(tentative date)
Sunday, November 21 Soupfest
Sunday, November 28 Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, December 12 BUMC Kids Christmas Program

One day life will be back to something that more
closely resembles normal – I hope. It has been a difficult
time as we deal with and live though this COVID time.
These are not easy days, which also means there are no
easy answers.
I want to share just a few thoughts and my heart with
you. One, as the COVID numbers have seen a rise, we
(the Leadership Council) want to remind you that we
want you to be safe and feel safe.
That having been said, if you feel more comfortable
coming to worship wearing a mask, please come and do
that. My family and I will be wearing a mask for the next
few weeks as we see what the numbers do. We don’t do
this because we are afraid of what we will get, but out of
love and not wanting to hurt anyone, even unintentionally.
If you would feel safer and less anxious staying at
home and worshiping online, please do that. We all know
it isn’t the same, but it is something. If you decide you
need to do that in this moment, we understand. I would
ask that you let us know of your decision to worship
online, so we can be intentional about staying connected
in some way even when we can’t physically be together.
Also, we would ask that you monitor your health. If
you are feeling sick, please stay home. If you know you
have been in close contact with an individual who has
tested positive – even if you have been vaccinated and
don’t have to quarantine – we would ask that you wear a
mask that next Sunday. Just as a precaution.
Also, I want you to know that you may see some slight
differences in what happens in worship. We may do less
corporate singing and have more special music. Worship is not a single thing but has many facets and faces.
Whatever the worship team plans, know that it will be
worship, and what we prayerfully plan is to help all of us
come before the throne of God in worship.
Please know that the Leadership has been talking
about this every month and is now having a weekly conversation, mainly through email, as we follow and track
how things are going.
Lastly, look at one another with love. Care for one another out of love. Jesus tells us that the world will know
we are his disciples by the way we love one another. I
pray that what the world sees is us loving each other the
way Christ showed His love for us. Bear with one another. Pray for each other. Check on each other. All this
doesn’t come out of who you are, but who Christ is making you to be as you remain in Him.

Thursday,
September 2
Ekron Baptist
Church
On September 2, 2021, at 6:30 p.m., Man Up
Meade County will gather at Ekron Baptist Church.
For more information about Man Up Meade County,
visit www.manupmeade.org or search Facebook for
Man Up Meade County.

All volunteers assisting with children and youth
require current Safe Sanctuaries training. Please
see Kelly Wilson, Lesley Wilson or Jessie Trotter for
more information.

The American Red Cross Bloodmobile will be at
Brandenburg United Methodist Church
on Sunday, September 5, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

		
Because of Christ,
			
Lynn
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