SEPTEMBER 2020

Brandenburg United Methodist Church

Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

When I looked up the definition of “opportunity”
today, here is what I read (from merriam-webster.
com): Opportunity is 1: a favorable juncture of circumstances 2: a good chance for advancement or
progress. The reason I looked it up was because I
think we find ourselves in a place of opportunity. Now
I will admit that when I read “favorable junction or
circumstances,” I had to wonder if we really are in a
moment of opportunity. Is there anything favorable
about this moment we find ourselves in? But when I
read that opportunity is “a good chance for advancement or progress,” I think yes, yes we are and maybe
that is what makes it favorable.
You may be asking: “Lynn, what opportunity are
you talking about?” Well I’m glad you asked. But before I tell you, let me share with you a scripture from
Philippians. Philippians 4:10-14 says:
I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been
concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I
am not saying this because I am in need, for I have
learned to be content whatever the circumstances.
I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it
is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether well fed
or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do
everything through him who gives me strength. Yet it
was good of you to share in my troubles.
Did you hear the opportunity in there? The opportunity to show your concern, the opportunity to share in
each other’s troubles. It isn’t that you haven’t always
had concern for each other, cared about each other,
loved each other, but “you had no opportunity to show
it.” And of course, over time together I am sure there

have been many passing moments, opportunities, to
show it, but maybe not like today. Today is a little different because we all find ourselves in a similar (not
all the same) boat. We find ourselves longing to be together and have “regular” contact. We find ourselves
wanting to enjoy something that resembles normal.
We find ourselves in a place of tension between wanting to be safe and wanting to be back to something
that looks like our regular routine.
You and I have an opportunity to deny ourselves
and our desires for the sake of others, as Paul wrote
earlier in Philippians, looking “not at our own interest,
but the interest of others” (Phil 2:4). It is in your small
group or Sunday school group, wearing a mask, even
though you really don’t want to, because it is the only
way someone else (who longs to be together as well)
is willing to be there. It is getting up from your pew on
a Sunday morning because someone else has come
in the door and is longing to worship (as you are) and
allowing them to have your place because there is
nowhere else for them to safely sit. It is taking time to
talk (from a safe distance) with someone who is new
and finds themselves trying to find their footing in a
strange place in a strange time, even though what
you really want to do is visit with a friend you don’t
get to see regularly anymore. It is these and so many
more opportunities.
We currently find ourselves in situations which offer you and me an opportunity to show our care in an
even deeper way. We aren’t sharing out of our abundance or out of our strength, but truly a moment to
deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Christ. I
encourage you to find a way to seize the opportunity
at hand. Don’t let it pass by. Let us take advantage of
this opportunity to be transformed.
			
Because of Him,
				
Pastor Lynn
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Leadership Council Update
In-Person Worship and Small Group Meetings
The council discussed reopening processes, particuarly regarding how fast/slow we’re going. Council’s
recommendation is to keep doing what we’re doing, but
encourage attendance regardless of pre-registration. T.
Parker said people need to see that the building is open.
Bill Adams used the words re-engage, re-ignite, saying
it’s important we communicate loud and proud that there
are opportunities to connect in ways other than electronically on Sunday morning.
Sunday morning worship will continue as is with the
understanding that as more people come in, we need to
be prepared to find them seats. We also need a second opportunity to connect our people. If we need to go to a third
service, look at an evening service. Team members were
asked to share with Bill when they hear feedback.
Small Fall groups will start the week of August 30 and
go for five weeks. Adult Sunday school classes may begin
on that date as well. Youth, chidlren and nursery will reopen
in phases. Denise Corley will talk with Helen Barr and see if
she is ready to return to the nursery. For nursery, particularly,
we need to have policies in place to ensure safety for all.
Finance
We are now 62 percent into the year with 59 percent of
budget received and 51 percent of budget expended. Giving has been steady, and the church remains in good financial shape. Apportionments were paid in full. Current account balances: $254,423 in checking account; $81,951 in
designated funds; $425,552 in building fund. There is approximately $100,000 in checking account which serves
as a contingency fund. Approximately $100,000 has been
paid to Prodigy, and another payment is due to be made.
It is now time for an audit of our finances. T Parker
will discuss with Heather Wilson about securing services
for an audit of 2019 and 2020.
Pastor Lynn asked that $600 be moved from salary to
housing allowance. Council approved request. Change
will be effective September 1, 2020; Heather Wilson and
Cindi Brown will be notified of change.
Team leaders will be asked to present their budget requests for 2021. Budget request message will be sent to
team and ministry leaders.
Trustees/Building Update
Cross and Flame and Church signage are being upgraded with lighting replaced with LED.
Outdoor Specialties has started on landscaping around
the church. The landscaping around the front porch is part
of the building project. The other landscaping is part of
budget for maintaining the church property. Ron spoke
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with Lesley Wilson and Lynne Trotter regarding the playground equipment. A swing set will be put up.
Ron will work on getting quotes for repairing the upper
parking lot. It is in bad shape.
Next steps: Prodigy is working on plans for the remainder of the building project. Plans should be ready by the
end of the month to begin the permitting process which
could take two to three months. Ron advised every effort
will be made to expedite the permitting process.
The porch is done. Sidewalks have been repaired. Custom doors are in process. Front two windows will be removed and replaced after repairs are made to frames and
sills to correct water intrusion issues.
Progress update will be included in September newsletter, including an update of capital campaign funds received.
SPRC
Denise Corley presented a report from youth director
Kelly Wilson who had 35 kids (five new kids) for youth
the first Wednesday night they met again. Protocols were
observed. Kelly is asking for adults willing to work with
youth. Since Halftime is not taking place right now, this
would be a great opportunity for adults who would typically attend a class to work with youth. Teenagers need
more than just the same voice all the time.
COVID has limited opportunities for Pastor Lynn to
meet with small groups. Small Fall groups may provide an
opportunity for Pastor Lynn to meet with folks in a small
group setting.
Pastor’s Report
Pastor Lynn met with Lesley Wilson. On September 9,
a magician will be here to do a show for families with children as a BUMC Kids Kickoff. Lesley is also looking for a
Bible resource to provide for families with children. There
will be another event a few weeks after September 9. Plans
are still being formed.

Sundays at BUMC
9 a.m. Contemporary Service, Family Life Center
10 a.m. Small Group meetings
11 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
Please note: both services will be live-streamed:
https://www.facebook.com/BrandenburgUnitedMethodistChurch
Seating remains limited to allow for social distancing. To reserve space, please visit our Web site and
click on the pre-registration link, or call the church
office at 270-422-2810 to let us know plan to attend.  
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BUMC Kids Sunday School
Several Adult Sunday School Classes are beginning to meet at 10:00 a.m. BUMC Kids Sunday School
will not restart at this time. We are working on restructuring the program and will be reaching out to the families who indicated an interest in Sunday School on the
BUMC Kids Survey.

BUMC Kids Family Kickoff with magician Aaron
Looking forward to seeing everyone on September
Harp will be Wednesday, September 9, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 9 for a “magical” evening!
The show will take place on the lawn at Brandenburg
United Methodist Church, weather permitting. Please 			
In His Name,
bring your own folding chairs and/or blankets to sit on. 				
Ms. Lesley
If it rains, the show will move inside to the Family Life
Center (with masks, hand sanitizer and physical distancing). Please join us for ice cream, cookies, lemonade and a wonderful magic show for the whole family!

It’s a Boy!

Draw the Circle 40 Day Prayer Challenge for
4th- 6th-Graders
Melissa Vowels will be leading this study for BUMC
Kids. If you are interested in participating, please contact me (270-668-9673) for further information regarding date/time of meetings.

Congratulations to Alex and Claire
(Cannady) Furnival on the birth of their
son, Major Alexander Furnival. He was
born July 19, 2020, in Tucson, Arizona.
He weighed 8 lbs., 3 ozs. Everyone is well.
Proud grandparents are Jeff and Leona Cannady and Roger and Beverly Furnival.

4 Brandenburg United Methodist Church

August brought us back together again! While it
was with masks and social distancing, we were able
to be in the same room as a youth group! Woo to the
Hoo!
We have geared up for a RESET this fall! Our key
verse is Psalms 51:12 “Reset in me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.” I think
we could all use a RESET when it comes to the joy
of our salvation after so much of our normalcy has
been stripped or changed over the past several
months. But it’s the second half of that verse I think
we all need to hold ourselves accountable for. It says
to ‘uphold me with a willing spirit.’ We have to be
willing to go, to be, to do whatever Christ asks of us.
I can remember my dad saying to me often, “Kelly
Ann...be careful what you ask for...you just might
get it!” If we want Christ to RESET us or restore the
joy of our salvation when we ask, we must have a
willing and obedient spirit. Our youth will be digging
into what that means and looks like for each of us in
September!
I want to share a story with you that has been
heavy on my heart. Our first night back to youth on
August 12, I had gathered up some leftover retreat
t-shirts, stickers, bracelets, some of our new car decals and notebooks and laid them out on the stage
in the FLC in case any of our youth was interested
in them. Basically, I was cleaning out the leftovers
in the youth room. I found a stack of Teen Study Bibles. Just because I was gathering up the other free
items, I grabbed 5 of them off the shelf and laid them
on the stage with the other free items as well. I literally had no idea how many kids would show up for
our first night back in the midst of COVID. We had 35
and of those, 5 were visiting for the very first time
with a friend in our youth group. I welcomed them
all and explained what all of the items were on the
stage and invited everyone to grab anything that
appealed to them. Encouraged them to take it and
wear it, stick it, read it, display it...whatever. At the
end of youth as I was cleaning, I realized that all five
Bibles were gone. WOW! But then it hit me....should
I be happy or sad about that? Happy that we have
youth who needed a Bible and took one or sad that
we had youth who needed a Bible and took one. And
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then I thought, should I have brought more than five
....did someone who needed or wanted a Bible not
get one? By the time I was youth age, I probably already had been gifted five Bibles. Do we really have
kids who don’t have one? It has become my mission
to ensure that any kid who wants or needs a Bible has
one in their hands. That is life changing for them! Jesus, help us equip them with what they need to find
You! Right here in Brandenburg, Kentucky; right here
at Brandenburg United Methodist Church. Wow!
I invite you to pray about this...we are only meeting on Wednesday nights right now. We meet from
6:30-7:30 pm. If you are willing and you want to experience some joy, prayerfully consider working with
our youth! Help me equip them! Now more than ever,
they need us!
			
In Christ,
				
Kelly

BUMC Family,
Thank you so, so much for choosing to take the April
offering and sow it into CSF’s mission to get the good
news and good life of Jesus to campus. Thank you for
believing in me as a carrier and messenger of the good
news and for financially helping to meet my needs. It’s
going to be a wild years –it geels, in a way, that we are
having to buildf the ministry from the ground up all over
again as times and regulations change. But we’re in a
beautiful (though painful) season of being forced out of
our rote routines and into total, full dependence on the
leadership of the Holy Spirit. May it be so with churches
and ministries across the world as we hand the reins
back over to Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith
who promises to bring to completion the good work He
has begun in us. Blessings to all, and to Pastor Beach
and family! Thank you again for choosing to partner
with me financially on staff at CSF. May the Lamb receive the reward of His suffering in us.
			
			

Love,
Katie Wilson
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angry and look up scriptures on those topics, pray
them to God. It can help guide you to a place where
you are more at peace and rational.
If you know there are certain things or people that
set you off, try keeping some index cards with scriptures that speak to you. Keep the cards (or whatever
works for you) with you for when they’re needed. I
have found that strategy extremely helpful.

Stephanie Johnson

Father God,

Lead us to scriptures to guide us when we’re
angry. Help us to find a way to seek you in the
anger so we can get to a place spiritually, where
Tuesday I was at work and my son was starting we can let the anger go. Enable us with tools so
his first day of online classes. Work was insane. I that we can be people who are slow to anger.
saw double my normal amount of patients. One of
We love you, Lord.
my staff came to me with some serious work issues I
had to handle. By the time I got to my phone I had two 				
Amen
missed calls and a text from my stepmother saying
my father was going to the ER because he has the
coronavirus and is having problems breathing and
had 13 missed texts from my son because he wasn’t
able to get onto his online classes.
I didn’t feel anxious. I didn’t feel nervous. I was mad.
I was mad that I wasn’t able to stay and make sure
my son could get onto his classes. I was mad because
of what someone had done to one of my staff members. I was mad because my dad lives two hours away
and I can’t help him. I was frustrated and angry.
I find it VERY hard to pray when I am angry. I feel
like I can’t talk to God when I am angry. Those are the Clarity Solutions is sponsoring a “Walk for Life” on
times it helps to have some scriptures to read over. I September 12, 2020. The walk begins at 9:00 a.m.
at the ‘Clarity Solutions Client Services’ Campus,
don’t mean the “be slow to anger” scriptures.
I mean scriptures that help talk me through it.
116 E. Memorial Drive, Elizabethtown, KY. RegisFor example,
tration for this 2 mile walk through Freemen Lake
If I am angry because everything seems to be go- Park, begins on site at 8:30, or, can be made oning wrong in the world, it helps to read John 16:33: line at www.supportclarity.org/events/walk-for-life/.
“… In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
All funds raised will support Clarity Solutions in their
I have overcome the world.”
If I feel like someone is personally attacking me, my ministry of saving lives and supporting individuals
family or my friends, it helps to read Ephesians 6:12: and families through counseling, education, mentor“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but ing, and material resources. Cheri Lawrence is our
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the Walk for Life contact person at Brandenburg United
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against Methodist Church. Please contact Cheri at 270-668the spiritual forces of evil in heavenly places.” It helps 5196 should you have any questions or require adme to remember it’s not the person in front of me that ditional information.
is my enemy; it’s the spiritual forces working in this
world. Then I can pray for God to help me and that
person and protect our hearts against the evil spiritual forces that seek to cause hatred and divisiveness.
If you can figure out the root of what is making you
Prayngry : Praying when you’re angry
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Do this
in remembrance of me.
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On Sunday, August 23, 65 members and friends of
Brandenburg United Methodist Church gathered on the
lawn for a communion service. It was a joy to see folks
who haven’t attended in-person worship during these
strange and difficult days. And it was a particular joy to
share communion for the first time in a long time. Our
next outdoor communion service will be Sunday, September 27, at 7 p.m. Please plan to attend.
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