
October 2021 Update

 There is a familiar story in Matthew, Mark and 
Luke. It is one of the stories about a boat on the sea 
and a storm that arises. In one of the stormy lake 
stories Jesus walks on water, but in this one, he is 
asleep on the boat. You can find it in Matthew 8, Mark 
4, or Luke 8. They all have similarities, and they also 
have some differences. Let me highlight one of the 
similarities today. 
 The disciples are getting into the boat with Jesus 
and going to the “other side” because Jesus said 
“let’s go.” See Luke 8:22, or Mark 4:35. Or in the 
case of Matthew, Jesus “gave orders to cross to the 
other side” (Matthew 8:18) and then we find his dis-
ciples following him into the boat (Matthew 18:23).
 What an important thing to remember. The disci-
ples are going to face a storm because they were 
following the direction of Jesus. Because they were 
being obedient, they found themselves in the middle 
of a raging mess. We can’t forget this because it af-
fects how we see the next part.
 Jesus is asleep and all of a sudden, a storm aris-
es. It is so bad the disciples think they are going to 
drown. In Matthew we hear, “Lord, save us, we are 
about to drown” (Matthew 8:25). In Luke we get, 
“Master, Master, we are going to drown” (Luke 8:24). 
And in Mark we have the disciples saying “Teacher, 
don’t you care if we drown?” (Mark 4:38). Would Je-
sus really tell them to go to the other side just to 
drown them in the water? And just as an aside, isn’t 
this what the Israelites from time to time thought God 
and Moses had done to them by bringing them into 
the desert?
 Jesus gets up, rebukes the wind, and says to the 
waves, “Quiet! Be still,” and it is completely calm. 
Then he turns to the disciples and asks “Why are 
you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” (Mark 
4:40). Or in Matthew, “You of little faith, why are you 
so afraid?” (Matthew 8:26). And in Luke “Where is 
your faith?” (Luke 8:25). 
 So often in this story we focus on the idea that the 
disciples didn’t need to worry; they just needed to be-
lieve. Jesus was right there with them. That is true, but 
perhaps there is a more correct way to say it. Wasn’t it 
actually the disciples who are right there with Jesus? 
They had joined Jesus on the trip to the other side; 

Jesus hadn’t joined them. They didn’t need to fear 
because they were faithfully following Jesus.
 So I will ask this question: How are you and I do-
ing in following what Jesus is asking of us? Where is 
my following Him in obedience leading? And do I feel 
afraid because I think I’m going to drown? The path 
ahead looks too steep. What I am going to have to 
give up looks too costly. I’m going to have to give up 
my freedom, and I’m scared. If Jesus is leading, He 
is right there. Don’t be afraid. Just believe.

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn Beach

Sundays at BUMC
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service
10:00 a.m Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

Sunday, October 17 BUMC Kids to Roberts 
 Family Farm (tentative date)

Wednesday, October 20 Chili Cook-off
 Sign up to bring your favorite 
  chili/dessert to share

Sunday, October 31 Trunk or Treat
 Sign up to decorate your 
  trunk and distribute candy
 Donate bags of individually 
  wrapped candy

Saturday, November 6 Veterans Appreciation Dinner
 (tentative date)
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 Brandenburg United Methodist 
Church supports missions in all arenas 
- local, statewide, nationwide and intera-
tional. 
 If you are interested in learning more 
about the mission efforts of Brandenburg 
United Methodist Church, please plan 
to attend the next meeting on Tuesday, 
October 12, at 4:30 p.m. 

   Charlotte Shepard
   BUMC Mission Chair

Charlotte
Shepard

OCTOBER COMMUNION OFFERING
World Communion Sunday
 World Communion Sunday is a churchwide 
special Sunday of the United Methodist Church. 
Your generous gifts on World Communion Sunday 
support the following:
 • World Communion Scholarships, administered 
by the General Board of Global Ministries with at 
least one-half of the annual amount for ministries 
beyond the United States; and
 • Ethnic Scholarship and Ethnic In-Service 
Training programs related to the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry.

Alms Fund Update
  In the past nine months, Brandenburg United Meth-
odist Church has provided alms support in the amount of 
$4,200 for 35 families in Meade County, most of whom 
are caring for minor children. The funds go to assist with 
utility bills, rent, deposits and gasoline. We work closely 
with Meade County Community Action to determine the 
needs are legitimate.
 We recently assisted a family in urgent need of a 
wheelchair ramp. Many thanks to Jeff Cannady and his 
crew of volunteers for making this happen. 
 The Alms Fund was set up to help those in crisis, and 
the generosity of our church family enables us to contin-
ue with this outreach to our brothers and sisters who find 
themselves in difficult circumstances.
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 Happy Fall, BUMC! October is going to be a great 
month for our church family in many ways! With cool-
er weather arriving, the Family Life Team would like to 
invite you to our annual chili cookoff on Wednesday, 
October 20, from 5:45-7 p.m. We are looking forward 
to tasting the heartiest, spiciest, and most delicious 
chili our congregation has to offer – and there will be 
prizes for our top vote-getters! The church will provide 
drinks and crackers to go along with the chili. Maybe 
you’re not a chili chef, but dessert is more your thing? 
Please sign up to share your favorite sweet treats with 
us! Be on the lookout for a sign-up sheet so we can 
get an idea of how many to expect.
 The other event we have coming up this month 
is Trunk-or-Treat on Halloween night, October 31. 
BUMC hasn’t hosted Trunk-or-Treat in a few years, 
so we are hoping for a great turnout from the com-
munity! However, we will definitely need YOUR help 
to make this a success! The first way you can help 
is by donating candy for us to hand out that night. 
There will be a candy donation box in the atrium at 
the beginning of October. Another way you can help 
(and this is a big one!) is by volunteering to decorate 
your car trunk and hand out candy from 5-7 p.m. that 
evening. We are especially looking for volunteers 

Family Life Team Update
Heather Papp, Liz Proctor

Please sign up to bring your favorite 
chili and/or dessert to share. 
Church will provide crackers 

& shredded cheese.

Wednesday October 20
5:45 - 7:00 p.m. 

without young children, so those parents are free to 
escort their kids around the community on Hallow-
een night. There will also be a sheet available for 
volunteers to sign-up in the near future. 
 Please feel free to contact Heather Papp (301-
712-5343 or hpapp0@gmail.com) or Liz Proctor 
(859-699-3090) to let us know you wish to participate 
in these event or if you have any questions about 
anything. 
 One last request – please continue to be in prayer 
for our church family and our community as we look 
to (re)connect in a meaningful way this fall. We have 
some great opportunities ahead to gather together 
and grow as a church family, and we encourage you 
to take advantage of them! Hope to see you soon!

Dear BUMC Family,

 A simple thank you is not enough to con-
vey our appreciation for the care and concern 
you have given us since Alec’s stroke. You 
have been constant with your cards, texts, 

phone calls, visits, wonderful food, and – most impor-
tantly – your prayers. The hope and encouragement you 
have given us has made his recovery much quicker and 
better than we ever dreamed. We love our church and all 
of you who continue to reach out and lift others up. We are 
deeply grateful be part of this congregation. 

   Alec & Judy Stone

Dear Church Family,

 There are not enough words to fully express our thanks 
for the prayers, love, comfort and support you have extend-
ed to our family during this heartbreaking time of loss. 
 Thank you for the basket garden with fresh flowers, 
cards and visits. 
 We are so blessed to have family and friends to help us 
through Kevin’s tragic death. 

   Love,
    George, Bonnie, 
    Kelly, Ashton & Devin

 A huge thanks for all the prayers during Del’s bypass 
surgery and for his recovery, for the cards of encourage-
ment, and for the meals after we got home.  Del has been 
blessed by an amazing recovery, and we are blessed to be 
a part of this church family.

    Jean Walls
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 The fall has been full of a colorful start for the 
TRIBE!  We are learning how the colors are repre-
sented in the Bible and enjoyed some fun nights of 
Color Wars and Tie Dye t-shirts!  Now, we are diving 
into the word of God and learning what the Bible re-
veals to us about Red, Yellow, Orange, Blue, Purple, 
and many others! It has been a great way to kick off 
the fall together.  
 My heart has been heavy for the youth who have 
not yet returned to church.  I miss them.  Our TRIBE 
misses them in fellowship with us. I long for the 
safe, healthy days we once knew, and I know you 
do as well.  Know that we are praying for you each 
week and whether near or far, together or apart, we 
remain ONE in Christ! 
 The TRIBE is now meeting on Sunday nights as 
well for TRIBE TIME from 6:30-7:30 pm.  This is a fun 
hour to spend together in fellowship growing as a 
youth group!  It is a GREAT way to introduce friends 
to our youth group and church. It allows us time 
to get to know each other on a deeper level while 

Donate bags of individually wrapped candy 
for distribution (donation box in atrium).

See Ms. Lesley to reserve your spot 
for Trunk or Treat

having fun!  You should have seen our youth playing 
BUNCO and PICTIONARY! I am excited to grow the 
momentum into the fall! Speaking of Fall--we do not 
slow down! October is full of fun, fellowship, and Je-
sus as well!

OCTOBER TRIBE DATES TO REMEMBER:
October 3-10--Fall Break--no youth activities
October 20--Chili Cookoff
October 24--Youth Bonfire and Hayride with St. John 
Youth Group
October 29-31--Fall Mystery Retreat
October 31--Trunk or Treat at BUMC

Please know that I am always here for our youth, for 
church or non-church related issues.  If I can ever as-
sist or help in any way, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out!  Things are hard right now. School is hard.  Rou-
tines are hard after not having solid ones for so long. 
Stress levels are high amongst our students. Let me 
know how I can pray for you or assist. 1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:11 says for us to encourage one another and 
build each other up.  More than ever right now, let’s 
be kind, generous people who live by this verse! 

   In Christ,
    Kelly

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 31    
5:30-7 P.M. 



BrandenBurg united Methodist ChurCh oCtoBer 2021 5

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson
 HUGE SHOUT OUT to all the BUMC Kids and 
Volunteers attending our Halftime Nights! We have 
thoroughly enjoyed learning about the meaning of 
colors from the Bible.
 We are “God’s Masterpieces created to do 
good works.....”

Dates to Remember:
October 3-10 – Fall Break - No Kids activities
BUMC Kids Fall Outing at Roberts Family Farm, 
Sunday, October 17 at 3:00 p.m.
Hayride on November 7 has been cancelled.

Join us for an exciting study of Fall during our Half-
time worship! We are going to “FALL for Jesus; He 
never Leaves!”

BUMC Kids
Blue & Yellow Night

All volunteers assisting with children and youth 
require current Safe Sanctuaries training. Please 
see Kelly Wilson, Lesley Wilson or Jessie Trotter for 
more information. 
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Building Project Update
Ron Barger, Building Committee

 The renovation/addition to the Parish Hall/Educa-
tion Building is progressing well and is entering its 
final stage. The project encompasses:
 1. The renovation and modernization of 8800 
square feet of existing space. 
  2. The addition of 3900 square feet of new 
space. 

 Below is a recap of major construction items com-
pleted or in process:
 • The remaining EFIS (exterior insulation finish-
ing system) on the lower north wall of the education 
building will be completed by October 1. 
 • All windows and exterior doors have been in-
stalled.
 • Drywalling is complete and painting of the inte-
rior walls is proceeding. 
 • The HVAC system will be operational by October 1.
 • Final electrical work will be completed in early 
October.
 • The ceramic tile has been installed in all the 
bathrooms. Installation of plumbing fixtures and 
hardware has begun.
 • The concrete floors have been prepped for the 
Installation of flooring materials (LVT and carpet). 
These products will be installed by mid-October,
 • The installation of casework (cabinets, vanities, 
etc.) began the last week of September.
 • Final sitework addressing water runoff and drain-
age, exterior concrete work, black topping, etc. is 
ongoing. 

 The construction process is on-time. The sched-
uled occupancy date is November 1. This means we 
can begin moving in. Not only will we have newly 
renovated and additional space to utilize, we will also 
be able to return to the sanctuary for the 11:00 a.m. 
service. 
 So many of our church activities which have been 
limited due to the construction project can be reinvig-
orated and expanded. This updated facility will assist 
us in meeting the needs of our church family and our 
community. May all our endeavors be quided by the 
teachings and blessings of our Lord.
Attached are some photos showing various aspects 
of the construction process. 

Pictured, left to right: Cafe/Gathering Area, Entrance to Sanctuary

Final sitework addressing  water runoff and drainage, 
exterior concrete work, black topping, etc. is ongoing



BrandenBurg united Methodist ChurCh oCtoBer 2021 7

The numbers behind our project 
T Parker, Finance Co-Chair

Project Costs 
Phase 1 & 2 – Existing Church Repairs $225,000
Phase 3 – Building Renovation/Addition $1,200,000
Phase 4 – Kitchen $150,000
Overruns $150,000
A/V tech $25,000
Total $1,750,000

Paying for the Project
Generous donation for nursery $100,000
Paid to date $706,550
Pledges to receive $387,550
General Fund contribution $125,000
Total $1,319,100

Pictured, left to right: nursery, toddler room and bathroom, all located in the secure first floor children’s area.

Construction Loan
Borrowed from construction loan to date  $170,00

Possible Mortgage
At the conclusion of our 3-year construction loan (March 2024), 
balance will be converted to a traditional mortgage.
Project cost $1,750,000
Minus contributions $1,319,100
Amount to finance $430,900

Thank you for prayerfully and financially supporting this in-
vestment in our church. If you haven’t pledged or are new to 
our church and didn’t have an opportunity to pledge, please 
prayerfully seek God’s guidance in deciding on your support of 
this project. 

New Entrance to Second Floor Youth Worship Center
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