
November 2021 Update

 I love the story of Philip, not the disciple, but one 
of the seven chosen in Acts 6. The thing I love about 
Philip is watching his journey. We don’t know any-
thing about Philip until the Apostles decide they need 
to turn over to others the ministry of making sure the 
widows get their daily distribution of food. The Apos-
tles say to the growing church, “Brothers, choose 
seven men from among you who are known to be 
full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this respon-
sibility over to them.” Philip, Stephen and five others 
are chosen. They had a job, they had a ministry to 
take care of, and they did until Stephen is stoned to 
death (you can read about it in Acts 7). After Stephen 
dies, we are told in Acts 8:1 that “a great persecution 
broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all 
except the apostles were scattered throughout Ju-
dea and Samaria.” Everyone but the Apostles scat-
ter, including Philip.
 The church is scattered but not stopped. In fact, we 
are told, “Those who had been scattered preached 
the word wherever they went. Philip went down to 
a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there.” 
(Acts 8:4-5) We don’t get to see who else took up 
this task, although we know many did, but we get 
to see how Philip’s role in the church changes. We 
find him not just simply serving, but proclaiming and 
if you were to read on, performing signs (think mira-
cles here – Acts 8:6-7). 
 We hear more about Philip in Acts 8:26-40 – the 
story about Philip and the Ethiopian. An Angel of the 
Lord directs Philip to a certain place and the Spirit 
tells him to go to a certain person and Philip responds 
in faithfulness, shares the good news, baptizes the 
Ethiopian and then goes on to Caesarea. 
 The last time we hear about Philip is when Paul 
stays at his house in Caesarea in Acts 21:8, where we 
are told that “Leaving the next day, we reached Cae-
sarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, 
one of the Seven.” Philip is the only person who car-
ries the title of evangelist in the scriptures, although 
others are called to it. An evangelist is listed as a posi-
tion of leadership in Ephesians 4. It is also what Paul 
encourages Timothy to do the work of in 2 Timothy 4, 
but how fun that Philip is given this designation. 
 So let’s recap. Philip was just part of the growing 

church until a need arose. He was seen as someone 
who had the Spirit and was full of wisdom and given 
a task. When persecution arises and the church is 
scattered, he steps into a role of proclaiming the 
good news. We find him walking in obedience to 
the Spirit and hear that he is seen as an evangelist. 
How did this happen? Faithful step by faithful step. 
Doing the work given, stepping into the opportunity 
laid in front of him, being obedient and letting God 
do God’s work. 
 With all that being said, my question for you is 
what is your next faithful step? How are you putting 
yourself in a place where God can renew your mind 
and change your heart? How are you listening to 
God’s call to something new and taking that step? 
How are you looking around and seeing opportuni-
ties in front of you and faithfully taking them? How 
are you listening and obeying what God is asking 
of you? How are you letting God take you from be-
ing simply in the congregation to places of service, 
ministry, and leadership?
 God is not done with us yet. I pray that we all 
hear the call of His Spirit to continue to take the next 
faithful step. This is how we look more like Jesus 
–  one faithful step after another. 

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn Beach

Mark your calendars!
Wednesday, Nov. 3 Two new adult classes begin
  See page 5 for details
Sunday, Nov. 7 All Saints Sunday
 Open House
Sunday, Nov. 21 Consecration of new area and
 Annual Soupfest
Wednesday, Nov. 17 Tribe Thanksgiving
 BUMC Kids Thanksgiving
Wednesday, Nov. 24 No Tribe or BUMC Kids
Sunday, Nov. 28 First Sunday of Advent
 Hanging of the Greens Service

Please note: the church office will be closed 
Wednesday-Friday, November 24, 26 & 26. 

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Week of giving thanks
Colossians 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer; 
stay alert in it with thanksgiving.
 This month we are wrapping up the last of the 100 
days of prayer. We finish with a week of giving the 
Lord thanks for all He has blessed us with. Day 100 
is Thanksgiving Day because it is good to give God 
praise. I pray that you have all grown closer with the 
Lord during this time and continue to pray on your 
own each day.
 
Praying in the new building
Matthew 16:18 And I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and 
the forces of Hades will not overpower it.
 Beginning on the morning of November 21, there 
will be prayer stations set up throughout the church, 
much like there were when we were praying about 
the construction and renovation of the church build-
ing. Please join us in praying in the new building and 
all the ministries and people who will come after us 
to worship in this space.  Go with your families, your 
Sunday school class, or on your own. The prayer 
stations will be up for a week to give people ample 
time to go through the different prayer stations at 
their own pace.
 May God be with you, bless you and guide you 
each and every day.

     Amen

Stephanie Johnson

 The 2021 Meade County 
Golden Angel Season is 
upon us! The Golden An-
gels Ministry is similar to 
the Angel Ministry for chil-
dren. However, this minis-
try serves senior citizens, 
our “Golden Angels.” 
 In past years, with gener-

ous donations from community members and assistance 
from volunteers, the ministry has helped make Christ-
mas a reality for senior citizens in the community who 
may not have a family or who may be in a care facility. 
 To support Golden Angels during the pandemic, we 
will again receive only financial donations so we can 
purchase Kroger gift cards. Due to the generosity of our 
county in 2020, 75 senior adults were given a $70 gift 
card. There is an even greater need this year. 
 To donate, please make checks payable to MCMA 
(Meade County Ministerial Association). All donations 
are tax deductible. You may drop your donation by the 
church office, give it to our Golden Angels contact per-
son, Linda Dee Ames, or you may mail donations to First 
Baptist Church, 149 Lawrence Street, Brandenburg KY 
40108. The collection deadline is Friday, December 10. 
Distribution will take place Thursday, December 16, at 
the Community Action Office, 496 E. Broadway. The 
Gideons will provide Bibles for all. 
 Please contact Linda Dee Ames at 619-838-9923 if 
you would like more information about the Golden An-
gels program. 

Dear BUMC,

 Thank you for your prayers, cards and 
food. I’m happy to report I’m improving! 
Keep the prayers coming! Good is good; He 
loves you, and so do I. 

   Christine Ramsey

Message from SPRC
Dear Church,

Christmas is quickly approaching and I ask that you 
prayerfully consider making a Christmas donation to 
the BUMC Staff. The Staff at BUMC have worked 
very hard over this past year to keep things running 
without a hitch during not only a worldwide pandemic, 
but also a major renovation. By making a donation 
to this Christmas bonus, we are thanking them for 
all their efforts during this challenging year.  Please 
thoughtfully consider showing your appreciation 
through this one time gift.

  In his name,
  Johnna Pollock, SPRC Rep
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 And just like that, it’s November! Even though 2021 
still hasn’t found us back to “normal,” one thing we 
have loved seeing has been a return to many of our 
favorite church events, those that bring our church 
family together in fellowship. The only thing better 
than Scott Bogard’s chili is having you all around to 
enjoy it! Congratulations to Scott for taking home first 
place in our chili cook off, and to Erin King (with Bri-
an’s recipe) for grabbing second place! A huge thank 
you to those who brought in a chili or dessert to share, 
and to those who helped set up and tear down after-
ward. Many hands make light work!
 As you may know, November is the time in our 
church life that focuses on stewardship – time, tal-
ents, and tithes. While you prayerfully reflect upon 
your personal financial commitment to the church, 
consider how you can offer yourself in other areas, 
as well; our church family would love to have you in a 
position of leadership or on a committee, volunteering 
with our youth, or simply serving in some other way. 
Serving this church is rewarding in so many ways, 
and you will never know how far your service to oth-
ers may reach!
 On November 21, we will gather for our annual 
Soupfest and the consecration of our new church 

Family Life Team Update
Heather Papp, Liz Proctor

facilities! Please indicate on the sign-up sheet if you 
plan to bring a soup or dessert to share with the con-
gregation. If you haven’t yet had a chance to join us 
for a meal, this is your chance! Fill your bellies with 
some soups and sweets and your souls with some 
good company. 
 As always, if you have any questions about any-
thing going on with the Family Life Committee (or 
would like to help out!), please feel free to reach out to 
Heather Papp or Liz Proctor. 

Annual Soupfest
Sunday, November 21

Building Project Update
Ron Barger, Building Committee

 Phase 3 of our building program, the renovation 
and expansion of the Parish Hall/Education Building 
is on schedule and nearing completion. This project 
encompassed the renovation and modernization of 
8800 square feet of building space which had been 
constructed in 1950 and 1970. Also, 3900 square 
feet of new space has been added.
 Final inspections are scheduled to occur on No-
vember 2. A Certificate of Occupancy is expected to 
be issued on Wednesday, November 3.
 Once the CO is issued, Prodigy will turn the build-
ing over to us and we can begin the “moving in” 
process. The first part of the “moving-in” plan is to 
remove the stored items from the Sanctuary and to 
relocate those items into the new area. This will al-
low for the 11:00 a.m. service to return to the sanc-
tuary on Sunday, November 7. Additional plans for 
removing the items currently stored in the storage 
container are being formulated at this time.

 Prodigy Construction has begun preliminary work 
for Phase 4 of our building project, the renovation 
of the kitchen. Materials have been ordered, and 
Prodigy is ready to mobilize their activities within this 
area around the second week of November. Informa-
tion regarding how this construction phase will im-
pact traffic flow in the East Family Life Center will be 
forthcoming in a couple of weeks.
 Our church activities will be returning to a more nor-
mal format as we begin to “spread out” and acclimate 
to our new environment. Thanks to everyone for your 
patience and cooperation during this process.
 The Lord has blessed us in so many ways through 
the years. We pray those blessings continue as we be-
gin this next adventure in BUMC’s continuing journey!

The Next Chapter Begins!
Open House Sunday, November 7

Consecration Sunday, November 21
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 What a beautiful October we have celebrated! 
The Tribe was able to spend some Sunday nights 
playing kickball, GaGa Ball, and Nine Square outside! 
We enjoyed each other’s company! What a blessing 
of a beautiful church and campus that offers us so 
many things!
 We spent October in a Ghost Stories series where 
we learned about the Holy Spirit and the impact it 
has on our lives as Christians! Spent a night in fellow-
ship with St. John, St. Mary, and St. Theresa youth 
at our annual hayride and bonfire. Meeting fellow 
youth members from across our community is al-
ways such a blessing. We had 53 youth members at-
tend together. It was a great night! 
 We wrapped up October with our 5th Annual Fall 
Mystery Retreat where we focused on Fulfilling God’s 
Purpose for Us! It was nice to get away and grow and 
focus on our youth group together without many of 
the daily distractions we often encounter.
 November will not slow down! (Does any month 
slow down?) Mark your calendars for a couple big 
youth events in November. November 17 is our Tribe 

Thanksgiving, and November 28 will be our annual 
youth led Hanging of the Greens service. There will 
be no youth on Wednesday, November 24, as there is 
no school that day.
 I’ve seen so many posts about how easy it is to 
forget the meaning of Thanksgiving because Christ-
mas is lurking right around the corner. We do have A 
LOT to be thankful for this November. I just finished 
a walk through of our new facility that we will occupy 
early this month....that is A LOT to be thankful for in 
and of itself. I am going to concentrate on thanking 
Jesus for all of the children, youth and families that 
will be impacted for years to come with the word of 
Christ in those new rooms. Generation to generation, 
we are blessed. Let’s celebrate THANKSGIVING by 
slowing down enough to focus on all of the ways we 
are blessed each day.

   In Christ,
    Kelly
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KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

 November is upon us – a time of thanksgiv-
ing. Please join us during our Halftime activities 
on Wednesdays, and learn more about gratitude. 
Dinner is at 6 p.m. Program begins at 6:30 p.m.
 November 17 will be the BUMC Kids Thanks-
giving Dinner from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. Signup sheet 
is posted on the BUMC Kids Connection Wall.
Calling all Actors and Actresses!
 The Children’s Christmas Play – The Forgotten 
Gift – will be presented Sunday, December 12, at 6 
p.m. in the Family LIfe Center. 
 Practice schedule will be sent home with chil-
dren and posted on Breeze and our church Web 
site, www.brandenburgumc.com. 
 On Saturday, December 11, BUMC Kids will 
have a Christmas-themed breakfast from 9:30 to 
11 a.m. Dress rehearsal for The Forgotten Gift will 
immediately follow. 

BUMC Kids Christmas Play
Sunday, December 12, 6 p.m. 

All volunteers assisting with children and youth 
require current Safe Sanctuaries training. Please 
see Kelly Wilson, Lesley Wilson or Jessie Trotter for 
more information. 

New Adult Classes begin 
Wednesday, November 3

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:20 p.m.
Why I Believe led by Tom and Mary Beth McQuary
 A look at the basic tenets of Christianity in order to 
help you deepen your understanding of your faith and 
become a better defender of the faith. Our target audi-
ence is parents, grandparents, individuals involved in 
faith formation in children and youth, and anyone in-
terested in learning more about what we Christians be-
lieve and why it is so important. The group will meet in a 
classroom at church. Light refreshments will be served.

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
The Miracles of Jesus led by Lynn Beach
 A look at six of Jesus’ miracles. The bleeding woman, 
water to wine, Feeding of the 5,000 and walking on wa-
ter, healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter, the curs-
ing of the fig tree, and the healing of the ten lepers. Each 
week there will be a video teaching, scripture study, and 
group discussions. The group will meet in a classroom at 
church.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ
Sisters in Christ, Tuesday, 10:30 a.m., church library
 Contact Sandy Horan, 270-422-2810
Brothers in Christ, Wednesday, 6:45 a.m., church library
 Contact Scott Bogard, 270-547-9697
Sisters in Christ, Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
 Contact Joan Wilson, 270-547-9769, 
  Robin Proctor, 270-945-0211
Sisters in Christ, Thursday, 9:30 a.m., various homes
 Contact Pat Carlson, 270-422-5700
Brothers in Christ, Saturday, 7 a.m., Family Life Center
 Contact Danny Ernst, 270-945-7672
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