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Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

 “It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” Those 
familiar lyrics will soon be ringing in our ears with 
the upcoming Christmas season. Have you ever 
hummed those lyrics and thought about those 
words in October and November during what is 
commonly known as “Stewardship Season” in the 
church?
 Probably not! Very few church members get as 
excited about the year-end time of stewardship 
commitment as they do around Christmas. But why 
not? One is about the season of giving; the other is 
often about the season of receiving. Stewardship 
reminds us about the importance of giving back to 
God a portion of all the many blessings we received 
from God. It’s exciting to think that our portion of 
blessings gets combined with others to create an 
impact that is literally felt around the world. 
 It is a wonderful time of year when we get to 

make a commitment to say 
we support the church we 
love with our time, our tal-
ent, and our treasure. 
 This year Stewardship 
Chair Bill Adams and I will 
be leading our congrega-
tion in a time of focused 
emphasis called “Commit-

ted to Christ: Becoming a Generous Person.” We 
will be looking at all aspects of being a disciple 
including prayer, Bible reading, worship, giving, 
and serving. Some classes and small groups will 
be exploring the same themes during these next 
five weeks, so you may also explore these themes 
in a group community experience. 
 We will once again give everyone the chance 
to make a focused commitment during worship on 
Sunday, November 18 and celebrate our generous 
responses during the ever-popular SoupFest that 
evening. 

      Jeff Carter

On Sunday, November 18, at 6 p.m., please join us for our 
annual SoupFest hosted by the Family Life Team. 
Please plan to bring your favorite soup, stew or chili and/or 
dessert to share as we share a meal and time of fellowship 
as a church family. 

Annual Soupfest
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Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
Ushers:  Scott & Amy Bogard, Jean Walls, T. Parker,   
 Tatum Parker, Logan Steines 
Communion: Shirley Aebersold, Mary Ann Plemmons
  Wayne & Debbie Weber
8:40 a.m. Greeters:  
 FLC Entrance – Christy McElfresh
 Atrium – Stace McElfresh
 Welcome Center:  Ruthie Ackerman
9:40 a.m. Greeter: Ed Cates

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
Tellers:  Michael Smith, Jennifer Miller
Ushers:   Joel Ramsey (Lead Usher), Jon Bova, 
 Denise Carter, Bub Warren, Ron Barger
Communion:  Martha Pile, Kelly Nelson,
  Pat & Ed Cates
10:40 a.m. Greeters:
 Narthex – Salli Gillespie
 Parish Hall – Barbara Thompson
 Atrium - Lynn Thompson
10:40 a.m.  Welcome Center: Christine Wilson

Children’s Church  9:00  11:00
November 4  Joy Trotter  Trenya Bova
November 11  Melissa Vowels  Jeramy Witt
November 18  Melissa Vowels Johnna Pollock
November 25  Lesley Wilson Lesley Wilson

Children’s Moment (both services):
November 4  Bill Adams
November 11  T. Parker 
November 18  Johnna Pollock
November 25  Lesley Wilson

SERVING OUR CHURCH IN NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER EVANGELISM AND 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Evangelism Volunteers for first time guests 
      MaryLee Ernst & Jackie Bruington
Assisted Living & Rehab Visitation
  Sandy Horan
Shut-in Food Preparation
November 1  Shirley Aebersold
November 8  Joy Trotter, Jessie Trotter
November 15  Jessie Moore
November 22  Thanksgiving
November 29  Jessie Moore/Karen Ilario 
Shut-in Food Delivery
November 4  John Bruington
November 11  Joy Trotter & Jessie Trotter 
November 18  Jessie Moore
November 22  Thanksgiving
November 25  Jessie Moore/Karen Ilario 

Monthly servers are listed in the bulletin the last Sunday of the month and the 
monthly Steeple Bell. If you are unable to serve on the day you are scheduled, 

please make arrangements to switch days with another member.

 We began our month as a TRIBE preparing for Love 
Thy Neighbor Day. We prepared handwritten notes 
and goodie bags and delivered them to our teachers at 
SPMS and MCHS. What a great way to recognize people 
who pour into our lives everyday. We’d like to thank all 
church members and parents who volunteered for our 
Youth Lock-In October 19-20. We spent the night play-
ing games, watching movies, eating, and just hanging 
out together! Huge shout-out to Scott and Heather Wil-
son for hosting our Annual Harvest Bonfire and Hayride 
on Sunday, October 28. We began the night wrapping 
up our small groups and then hosted the youth group 
from St. John for a fun night of fellowship and food. 
Weather canceled our living nativity trunk or treat.  All 
candy was donated to the Pumpkin Patch at MCHS and 
First Baptist Church, whose activities moved inside.  
 November doesn’t slow down! We will begin our an-
nual preparation for Hanging of the Greens and begin 
our BIG/SMALL mentoring program. Pray for our jun-
iors and seniors as they work to lead our 7-10th graders 
over the next couple of months. 
 November is a great month to remember our bless-
ings and reflect on all we have to be thankful for. In 
the past several weeks, some health issues have really 
caused me to slow down and do some reflecting. We 
are truly blessed with some of the best teenagers and 
youth in our community, and I think we often take them 
for granted. They are actively involved in our schools, 
athletic teams, band, chorus, working with our special 
needs kids, leadership programs, community service, 
and I could go on and on. Thank you for your endless 
support of all we do as we continue to grow disciples 
for Jesus. 

  Love in Christ,
  Kelly

BUMC Tribe
Youth Ministry at 

Brandenburg United Methodist Church

Kelly Holley
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Calm and Bright
Preparing our hearts for Advent
This year is the 200th anniversary of the debut of 
"Silent Night, Holy Night." This hymn has become the 
best-loved worship moment of many Christians–even 
those who only come to church once a year. Something 
mystical occurs as we light our candles and sing the 
hope of "all is calm, all is bright" – peace and light for 
the world. 
Please join us for this worship series which will 
celebrate the carol's message over the entire season of 
Advent and highlight its call for our lives that can guide 
us all year long.  

Celebrate the Season at 
Brandenburg United Methodist Church

Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 22
 Love In Action Thanksgiving meal

Sunday, November 25
 Family Advent Wreath Making

First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 2
 Baby’s First Christmas ornaments presented 
during morning services
 Hanging of the Greens service on Sunday 
evening

Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 9
 Children’s Christmas Musical – An Un-
plugged Christmas

Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 16
 Chancel Choir presents their Christmas 
Cantata – How Great Our Joy – during the 
11 a.m. service

Christmas Eve
Monday, December 24
 Candlelight Services at 6 and 11 p.m.



4 braNdeNburg uNited methodist ChurCh November 2018 

Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, November 4, 11, 18, 25
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
 6:30 p.m. Hanging of the Greens practice
Monday, November 5, 19
 9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ, members’ homes
  Contact Pat Carlson, 270-422-5700
Monday, November 5, 12, 19, 26
    6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
 6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts
Tuesday, November 6, 13, 20, 27
 10:00 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
 4:00 p.m. Weight Loss Group, Rooms 204/206
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
Wednesday, November 7, 14, 28
 9:15 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study
 5:00 p.m. Young Mothers’ Group meets in nursery
 5:45 p.m. Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Halftime groups & classes, all ages
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday,  November 1, 8, 15, 29
 6:30 a.m. Brothers in Christ (BUMC Library)
 5:30 p.m.  Love in Action Meal
 6:00 p.m. Prayer Group
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 
Saturday, November 3, 10, 17, 24
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)
 8:00 a.m. Habitat Volunteer Work Day

NOVEMBER CALENDAR

HALFTIME MENU
(subject to change)

November 7
Chicken with dressing, green beans, 

mashed potatoes, dessert 
November 14

 Chili, cheese and crackers, veggie tray & dip,
dessert

November 21
No halftime - Happy Thanksgiving!

November 28
Meatballs, noodles & gravy, steamed broccoli, dessert

Current Events:
Tuesday, November 6 – Election Day
 All Day Day Camp
Saturday, November 10
 6:00 p.m. Veterans Appreciation Dinner
Sunday, November 11 
 12:00 p.m. FLC & Kitchen Reserved
 5:00 p.m. FLC Reserved
 6:00 p.m. Leadership Council Meeting
Monday, November 12
 6:00 p.m. Vision Team Meeting
Tuesday, November 13
 12:00 p.m. United Methodist Women
 4:00 p.m.  Mission Team Meeting
Sunday, November 18  - Commitment Sunday
 6:00 p.m. Soupfest
Thursday, November 22 - Thanksgiving Day
	 Church	office	closed
 5:30 p.m. Love in Action Thanksgiving Meal
Friday, November 23
	 Church	office	closed
Sunday, November 25
 6:30 p.m. Family Advent Wreath Making

The United Methodist 
Women will meet Tuesday, 
November 13, at noon. 
Everyone is asked to bring 
their own lunch; drinks and 
dessert will be provided 
by hostess Heather Wil-

son. Brenda Brown will give the program. All women 
of the church are welcome. For more information, 
please contact chapter president Sharon Martin at 
smartin6@twc.com.

Veterans’ Appreciation Dinner
 All veterans of the United States Armed Forces are 
invited to a Veterans’ Appreciation dinner on Saturday, 
November 10, at 6:30 p.m. Special guest speaker will be 
Major General Bob Silvethorn (Ret.).  The Colors will be 
posted by Scout Pack 150, and the Sound Waves from 
Meade County High School will present a tribute to the 
Armed Forces. Please RSVP to the church office by 2 
p.m. on Tuesday, November 6, by calling 270-422-2810 or 
e-mailing sandy.horan@bburgumc.org.

Our sincere “Thanks” to everyone at 
Brandenburg United Methodist Church 
for your friendship over the years to our 
mother – Virginia “Ginny” Mitchell. 
She was truly blessed to have been a 
member of your congregation. 

 Please accept this donation to the Bereavement 
Committee to continue the essential services they 
provide. Their thoughtfulness and preparation of 
refreshments during Mom’s service was greatly ap-
preciated. 

  The Family of Virginia “Ginny” Mitchell
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 Work continues on the home being 
built on Ruthie Court in partnership with 
new homeowner Richard Ditto, Meade 
County Habitat for Humanity and 
Brandenburg United Methodist Church. 
 The shell of the home is nearly com-

plete with subflooring, walls, doors, windows, siding and 
roofing. Work will continue through the fall and winter with 
volunteer workdays on Saturdays beginning at 8 a.m. 
 Bob Qualls is the volunteer coordinator for Brandenburg 
United Methodist Church. For information or to volunteer, 
please call or text  270-945-1372 or e-mail colqualls@
gmail.com. You may also call the church office at 270-422-
2810 for more information. 
 To view pictures of progress thus far, please see the 
electronic version of the Steeple Bell, available online at 
brandenburgumc.com.

Annual Charge Conference
 The annual Charge Conference for Brandenburg 
United Methodist Church was held Sunday, October 
21, prior to the Leadership Council meeting. Approved 
during this meeting were the following: 
 Leadership Council for 2019:  Jeff Carter (Pastor), 
Bill Adams (Chair), Scott Wilson (Vision Team), San-
dra Stone (Administrator), Tom McQuary and Denise 
Corley (SPRC), Ben Wilson and T Parker (Finance), 
Jason Boyer and Ron Barger (Trustees), Jessie Trotter 
and ________  (Lay Leaders). A co-lay leader to serve 
with Jessie Trotter will be determined at a later date.
 Vision Team for 2019:  Jeff Carter, Jessie Trotter, 
Scott Wilson, Charlotte Shepard, Summer Brown, Bill 
Adams, Jon Miller and Johnna Pollock.  
 Ministry Team Leaders for 2019: Stephanie 
Johnson (Prayer), Cindy Swanson (Outreach), Robin 
Harper (Hospitality), Joy Adams and Denise Carter 
(Discipleship), Charlotte Shepard (Missions), Erin 
King (Family Life), Debbie Weber (Congregational 
Care). Sandra Stone will serve as lay delegate to An-
nual Conference.
 Building Team Members: Tom McQuary and 
Ron Barger (co-chairs), Jeff Carter, Jeff Cannady, Joy 
Adams, Jennifer Honaker, Doug Aebersold and Steve 
Wilson.
 The following positions did not require approval but 
were listed for information: Chris Wilson (Woman 2 
Woman ministries), Christy McElfresh (Decor), and 
Greg Dukes (Security). 
 Also approved during charge conference was a 3% 
raise for the pastor. John Jones’ continuing certifica-
tion as a certified lay servant was affirmed. 

Leadership Council Update
 The Leadership Council of Brandenburg United 
Methodist Church met Sunday, October 21. Items dis-
cussed included the following:
 • Team leaders are asked to submit funding re-
quests as the council discuss the 2019 budget during 
the November meeting. Joy Adams will meet with 
team leaders and treasurer to discuss needs for minis-
try areas and specific budget line items. 
 • Property in Rough River was given to the church 
and has now been sold. Proceeds from that sale will be  
added to the building fund. 
 • Trustees continue to work on updates and repairs. 
Church secretary Sandy Horan has been good about 
keeping trustees apprised of repairs needed and complet-
ed. Next project will be improving sanctuary lighting.
 • The Building Team met with the McKnight Group 
in September to review options for future addition/
renovation of the church. In the short-term, however, 
plans for children and youth will be discussed. 
 • Several options for a special Christmas Offer-
ing were discussed and will be finalized at November 
meeting. 

 First, thank all of you for your 
generosity in giving to Love in 
Action since its inception 4 1/2 
years ago.  The number of guests 
has grown to a high of 83 plus 
carryouts on Thursday, October 
25.  Those of us who serve are so 

blessed to have this opportunity.
 Since our numbers have increased, the need for 
volunteers has also increased. We are especially in 
need of men to do the lifting involved with the dish-
washer.  Fortunately, volunteers from St. John are 
also assisting us.  Also, more guests means more food 
and expense.  Please consider serving or assisting 
with meal prep and be ready to say “yes” when Sheila 
Smith calls.  If you would like to put your name on 
the list please call the church office at 270-422-2810, 
Sheila at 270-
422-1049 or 
Debby Qualls at 
270-422-2382. 
Donations 
should be des-
ignated on your 
envelope for 
Love in Action.
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 This month we celebrate giving thanks for all the 
Lord has blessed us with. When things are going 
well and all our needs are met, it is easy to give 
praise and thanks. The Bible teaches us to be 
thankful and give praise even when things aren’t 
going well. That is often easier said than done. 
When life is difficult, it is hard to see what we have 
to be thankful for. 
 Earlier this month I saw a rainbow and it made 
me think of those difficult times in our lives. When 
you are in a rainbow and look up, all you see are 
storm clouds. The sun may shine, but the rain is 
hitting your head. Other people, who are not stand-
ing where you are, can see the rainbow. When you 
move past the area where the rain is falling, you 
can look back and see the rainbow too. 
 When we go through life’s storms, we can’t al-
ways see the good in it. The hardships keep running 
through our minds and seem to all but consume us, 
but God has a plan for our lives. In Jeremiah 29:11, 
he says “For I know the plans I have for you,” de-
clares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Oth-
ers may be able to see how God is working in our 
lives even when we don’t. It may not be until we get 
past the storm and look back that we can see God’s 
good work in our lives. 
 So when you are going through one of life’s 
storms, remember to be thankful – not because of 
the circumstance making life difficult – but because 
of the hope and the promise that God is working his 
good and perfect work for you in that circumstance. 
Give praise and thanks that he will never forsake you 
and you can call on him and his promise of comfort. 
His Holy Spirit will comfort and guide you no matter 
how dark the night or how rough the seas. 
 If you ever need someone to pray for or with you, 
please join us in the Sanctuary on Thursday nights 
at 6 p.m. God has blessed us with a family of be-
lievers to lift each other up. Don’t feel like you have 
to walk alone. 
 God, we thank you for the rainbows. We thank 
you for your Holy Spirit. We thank you for your 
church. May we be your hands in feet and spread 
your love into a hurting world. Amen.

General Conference 2019
 Do you want to know what’s happening and 
make your opinions known to our delegates to 
the 2019 General Conference in February? If so, 
please follow these steps:
 Go to kyumc.org. On the right side of the home 
page find General Conference 2019 Resources
There you will find much information, includ-
ing a link to read the three plans formulated  by 
the 32-member Commission on a Way Forward. 
These plans will be  legislated at the special called 
General Conference. 
 Second, you may wish to visit the other infor-
mation sites you’ll find on the General Conference 
2019 Resources page.
 Finally, let our delegates know your opinions 
by clicking on How to Reach your 2019 General 
Conference delegation. You can reach out to the 
Kentucky Annual Conference delegates to General 
Conference by e-mail or by postal service mail. 
When you contact our delegates, make sure you 
include your name, our church name and address, 
and our district (Heartland). Delegates are receiving 
messages from everywhere, but they only want to 
hear from you, the people they represent, so it’s very 
important you include this identifying information.

 Thinking yet about the New Year?  2019 will be 
here before you know it! Consider something new 
and different for 2019!
 On January 6, 2019, Brandenburg United Meth-
odist Church will launch the Losing to Live pro-
gram designed to help you:
   lose weight
   become more fit
   eat healthier
   draw closer to God!

 More information will follow in the December 
newsletter. Stay tuned!

Stephanie Johnson
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BUMCKids - A Thankful Group
Love Thy Neighbor Canned Good Collection
 During the month of November, children are asked 
to bring a canned good to every Wednesday and 
Sunday BUMC Kids activity. Our collection will be 
delivered to the Meade County Food Pantry prior to 
Thanksgiving.
 The Many Ways to Say “Thank You”
 BUMC Kids are going to be learning how to say 
“thank you” in different language this month. Be sure 
and ask us all about it.
Cooperation is Key
 This month’s theme for children’s church and Sun-
day school will be cooperation as we learn about the 
importance of working together to do more than you 
can do alone. 
 Ecclesiastes 4:9 “Two people are better than one. 
They can help each other in everything they do.”

Dates to Remember:
Sunday, Nov. 25, 4:30-6:30
    Family Advent Wreath Making
(Sign up sheet to be posted)
Saturday, December 8, 9:00-10:30 a.m.
   If you give The Grinch your Friendship Breakfast 
and learning.
 “Maybe Chirstmas he thought doesn’t come from a store. 
Maybe Christmas, perhaps means a little bit more.”
Saturday, December 8 - “An Unplugged Christmas” 
Dress Rehearsal 10 a.m. to 12 noon
Sunday, December 9 - “An Unplugged Christmas”  in 
the Sanctuary at 6 p.m.

   In His Name,
   Lesley

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

On Sunday, December 9, at
6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary,

The BUMC Children’s Choir Presents their 
Annual Christmas Musical

Children’s Choir 
Practice Schedule
Wednesday, October 24
 • Speaking Parts 5:00-6:00 p.m.
 • Everyone  6:30-7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 31
 No Practice – Happy Halloween!

Wednesday, November 7
 • Speaking Parts 5:00-6:00 p.m.
 • Everyone  6:30-7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, November 14
 • Speaking Parts  5:00-6:00 p.m.
 • Everyone  6:30-7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, November 21
 No Practice – Happy Thanksgiving!

Wednesday, November 28
 • Speaking Parts  5:00-6:00 p.m.
 • Everyone  6:30-7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, December 4
 • Speaking Parts  5:00-6:00 p.m.
 • Everyone  6:30-7:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 8
 • Dress Rehearsal 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.



(1) Sam Ernst, Edwin Keene, Linda Wood (2) Mitchell Hodge III 
(7) Jamie Whalen (8) Ashley Pipes (10) Dana Pickering (11) Marriann 
Glenn, Kelli Kennedy, Kristen Lusk, Edie Pace, Nathan Yates (12) Colin 
Crump, Doug Stone (13) Jillian Pickering, Tory Willis (14) Rachel Brooks, 
Matthew Collard, Thad Redmon, Logan Steines, Cassie Padgett (15) Nate 
Banks (16) Susie Alexander (17) Madison Brown, Kortney Richardson (18) 

Scott Bogard, Ariel Jones (19) Greg Dreitzler, Jodi Witt (20) Billy Drake (21) Nate Johnson, Emma Ward 
(22) Allison Denton, Todd Saylor (23) Bryan Claycomb (25) Carson Stone (26) Terry Nelson (27) Rufus 
Joyner, Jodi Milliman, Betty Powell (28) Bailey King (29) Ed Cates, Lee Klockow

THE STEEPLE BELL
Brandenburg United Methodist Church
215 Broadway
Brandenburg, KY 40108

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

ORGANIZED 1829
NOVEMBER 2018 EDITION
PASTOR: Jeff Carter

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:00 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: pastor@bburgumc.org
SECRETARY’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: Sandy.Horan@bburgumc.org

WEBSITE: www.brandenburgumc.com
CHURCH PHONE NUMBER: (270) 422-2810

CHURCH FAX NUMBER: 270-422-5771

Brandenburg United Methodist Church

@BburgUMC

brandenburgumc

Follow us on Social Media!

QR code for
online giving



Afternoon of Service

Youth 
Project

Kids’ Project



Afternoon of Service
Freedom Packs

Cookies for First 
Responders

Notes & Cards



Meade County

 For information or 
to volunteer, please 

contact BUMC Volunteer 
coordinator Bob Qualls at 

270-945-1372 or 
colqualls@gmail.com

Volunteer Work Days 
Most Saturdays


