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Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

 Have you wondered how your fellow church 
members are doing during this pandemic? We 
recently conducted a survey to gauge several 
aspects of church life and how our congrega-
tion is being affected right now. Email invitations 
were sent out to over three hundred people and 
we had ninety-two responses. 
 All but three persons reported having partici-
pated in the online worship services. 
 Eighty-four percent indicated that their giv-
ing to the church has remained the same since 
the pandemic, with twelve percent reporting a 
decrease in giving. Four percent reported their 
giving has increased. Forty-five percent indi-
cated they have utilized electronic giving and 
fifty-five percent have not. 
 In terms of emotional impact 19.57% report-
ed feeling some fear, worry, or anxiety. 16.30% 
reported experiencing loneliness or feeling iso-
lated. 16.3% had experienced stress related to 
changes in school, work, or family. Only 2 per-
cent reported feeling any immediate financial 
impact. 31% reported experiencing no signifi-
cant impact. 14 % made other responses. 
 We pray for those who have family members 
who are most directly affected with coronavirus 
or potentially infected. We continue to ask you 
to watch out for one another and find ways to 
keep engaged with our community and con-
tinue to invite others to find hope in Jesus and 
community in the church. 

 We’ve certainly experienced changes on the 
local church level, but there are also changes 
to the denominational schedule as well. The 
General Conference which sets denominational 
policy has been postponed from May 2020 until 
August/September 2021. The Kentucky Annual 
Conference has been rescheduled from June 
2020 to December 8-9, 2020. The first Sunday 
for pastors in new appointments will be June 28. 
This includes Lynn Beach, BUMC’s new pastor. 
 We will continue to evaluate the recommen-
dations and plan accordingly for when we will 
be able to resume in person worship. Until that 
time the church and Jesus remain the same 
yesterday, today, and forever.

  Be well and be at peace,
	 	 	 Pastor	Jeff	

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY



Our Senior Sunday recognition looked a lot different this year, but we are still proud of the Class of 2020. Please 
join us in congratulating them on finishing well despite difficult and uncertain circumstances and wishing them 
well in their future endeavors.

 Lucas Neil Blackburn is the son of Todd & Stacy Blackburn of Brandenburg. He grew up 
in Henderson, Kentucky, but moved to Brandenburg prior to his freshman year of high 
school. He has played baseball all 4 years for MCHS. His favorite youth memory was get-
ting “initiated” into the youth group at Doe Valley Lake by getting syrup, ketchup, flour 
and more poured on him. Just so you all know those all have significant meaning: The syrup 
helps us STICK together, the ketchup represents the blood of Jesus, and the flour repre-
sents God’s gift to us of being washed as white as snow (in this case flour). Lucas plans to 
study Business Finance at the University of Kentucky. 

 Brayden Ronald Blankenship is the son of Amy and Chris Biddle and 
Brent Blankenship of Brandenburg. His favorite youth memory was the 

all-night lock in at BUMC where we played indoor hide and seek, video games, and hung out 
together all night.  After graduation, Brayden will attend Campbellsville University where 
he will major in Business and run Cross Country and Track on scholarship.

 Elizabeth Ruth Anne Burns is the daughter of Cheryl and Joe Burns of 
Brandenburg. Her favorite youth memory from the TRIBE is Chrysalis. 
Elizabeth says it was through her experience at Chrysalis that she really 
connected with Christ and felt a lot of people supporting her through that journey. After 
high school, Elizabeth will attend Kentucky Wesleyan University where she plans to major 
in Middle School Education in hopes of becoming a Special Education teacher and a high 
school soccer coach. While at Kentucky Wesleyan, Burns will be playing soccer on scholar-
ship.

 Brooks Brumfield Nelson is the son of Terry and Kelly Nelson of 
Brandenburg. His favorite youth memory is from a fall mystery retreat 

at Camp Loucon where we were able to witness Bryant wearing out Squirrel (that would be 
Matt Wilson’s nickname) during our competition games. After high school, Brooks plans to 
attend the University of Kentucky where he will pursue a Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical 
Engineering with an additional certificate in Aerospace Engineering.

 Emma Maxine Ward is the daughter of Steven and Melissa Ward of 
Brandenburg. She has one brother, Brenden Ward. Her favorite memory 
from being in youth probably has to be the Spring Glow Retreat in 2017 when they slept in 
teepees with no heat during a night with freezing temperatures. Emma 
plans to attend Western Kentucky University and major in Health Sci-
ences with a concentration in pre pharmacy. She also plans to be part of 
the Big Red Marching Band. 

 Victoria Brett Wilson is the daughter of Steve and Mimi Wilson of 
Brandenburg. Her favorite youth memory is singing in the car on a back-

road in Alaska with Molly, Megan, and Mackenzie on the Fairbanks mission trip. Brett plans 
to attend the University of Kentucky and pursue a major in Nursing. 
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Congratulations and God’s Blessings, Class of 2020!

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me       Philippians 4:13
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Senior Recognition Sunday at Brandenburg Unit-
ed Methodist Church was significantly different 
this year. Typically we have tables with pictures 
and mementos telling the story of each student, 
and on those tables are baskets where folks may 
leave cards and notes of encouragement and con-
gratulations. However, this year, that tradition 
must be a little different, too. If you would like to 
send a note to any or all of the graduating seniors, 
their addresses are as follows: 

Lucas Blackburn
124 River Edge Rd

Brandenburg, KY 40108

Brayden Blankenship
261 Seminole Trail

Brandenburg KY 40108

Elizabeth Burns
4708 Old State Road

Brandenburg KY 40108

Brooks Nelson
708 Hillcrest Drive

Brandenburg KY 40108

Emma Ward
113 Bellemeade Street

Brandenburg KY 40108

Brett Wilson
1899 Old Ekron Rd

Brandenburg KY 40108

Class of 
Because it is more important than ever to stay 
connected, we are rolling out a new online direc-
tory/contact app called Breeze. This will serve 
as a digital directory and much more. You may 
update your own contact information whenever 
there are changes. You will also be able to see 
your giving history. We are asking that you upload 
your own picture for each family member (a selfie 
is just fine) and a family picture. You can change 
the current picture if necessary. This will be a 
tremendous help to Pastor Lynn Beach, giving 
him a chance to put new names and faces to-
gether. Please help in this effort by updating your 
individual/family information in Breeze. You may 
log in from your computer or your mobile device, 
whichever works best for you.

Sign up online
Log in to Breezechms.com.

In the upper right hand corner click on “LOG IN”
Enter church name “Brandenburg”

Create your “Log In” from there.

Mobile App:
Download Mobile App at 

www.breezechms.com/mobile-app

Playstore
search Breeze Church Management

corner click on “LOG IN”
Enter church name “Brandenburg”

Create your “Log In” from there.

Should you require further assistance, the Breeze 
Champion at Brandenburg United Methodist 

Church is:

Sandy Horan
270-422-2810

sandy.horan@bburgumc.org
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Brandenburg United Methodist Church
   
@BburgUMC                   bburgumc

Follow us on Social Media!

Check in often on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Likes & Shares = People Reached 

 When our members are actively informed and 
engaged, we can more effectively reach those who 
are not current members/Christ followers. Help us 
share the great things happening in our church! 
 If interested in helping us keep our social media 
platforms current, please call the church office at 
270-422-2810 or e-mail info@bburgumc.org

Leadership Council Update

Finance Team Report
 We are now 33 percent into the year with 33 per-
cent of budget received and 25 percent of budget 
expended. Current account balances are $257,000 
checking, $74,000 designated funds, and $450,000 
building fund. The church remains in good financial 
shape. 

Building Update
 Ron Barger advised he filed a claim with Church 
Mutual, and the insurance company will cover the 
roof over the Family Life Center (which was planned 
as part of the building project). They may also cover 
the roof over the sanctuary, but that is not yet known. 
  A couple of people are working on the exterior 
paint, experimenting with options for removal and 
reapplication. 
 Pricing for the repair/renovation elements of the 
building project should be in place by the end of the 
week. 

Technology Update
 A three-phase program was approved to upgrade 
and enhance the church’s technology to support both 
live streaming of services and to improve daily func-
tion of Wi Fi service, computers and server. 

Safety Update
 In moving forward, the focus on the church’s 
safety and security will take on the added dimension 
of ensuring the cleanliness, health and safety of the 
church campus and those coming into the building. 
Free-standing, no-touch hand sanitizers and refills 
have been recommended and will be ordered to have 
in place prior to our reopening for in-person serv-
ices. More information will be forthcoming about 
when and how we will once again hold in-person 
worship.

 
SPRC Update
 A covenant meeting with our new pastor, Lynn 
Beach, was conducted via Zoom on April 17. Pas-
tor Lynn’s first Sunday with us will be June 28. 
Pastor Jeff’s last Sunday will be June 14 or 21, de-
pending on which works best for Jeff and Denise.
 Plans are in the works to create a “virtual” re-
tirement celebration for Pastor Jeff and Denise. It 
will take place on Sunday, May 31, at 4 p.m. More 
information to follow.  

Trustee Update
 This is about the time a churchwide spring 
cleaning day would take place, but that’s not pos-
sible due to current circumstances. It is, however, 
a good time to accomplish small projects around 
the church (while maintaining physical distance).  
Some of the projects include landscaping/lawn 
care needs, cleaning of gutters, and minor elec-
trical and plumbing repairs. Anyone interested in 
working on any of these items may contact Ron 
Barger at 270-547-1523 for details.
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Seed Prayers

 It is May, the weather is getting warm, and peo-
ple are planting gardens, setting out flowers and 
prepping their lawns in expectation that things will 
grow and mature into something plentiful and beau-
tiful.
 I love to watch things grow and bloom. I like to 
think that just as we plant seeds in the ground and 
watch something beautiful (or edible) grow, prayer 
plants seeds in our spiritual life. It grows our faith 
and intimacy with our Creator.
 This is a trying time and it is easy to be anx-
ious and worry. When I think about what is going 
on in the world, it plants seeds of doubt, worry and 

Stephanie Johnson

anxiety that create disbelief and distance between 
myself and God.
 The Bible says in Philippians 4:6-8:
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-
ing, present your requests to God. And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable- if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy- think about 
such things.”
 In the month of May I am going to challenge 
myself (and everyone) to take a few moments 
each day and plant prayer seeds. Go to the Lord 
in prayer and petition on anything which may be 
creating anxiety and give thanks for his grace and 
love that guards our minds and hearts. May these 
prayer seeds help grow the peace of God in our 
hearts and help us to focus on things that are 
lovely and praiseworthy. With God’s grace and 
help, we will come out of this trying time with faith 
that has grown in abundance.
Father God,
 We pray that you take these prayer seeds 
that we are about to plant and bless them. May 
our faith grow as greatly as the mustard seed, 
which is so tiny, yet grows so large a plant that 
the birds cans lodge in it’s branches. As our 
faith grows, may we use our spiritual gifts to 
be	better	Christians,	reflecting	your	 love	and	
grace into a hurting and lonely world.
 Amen

If any of you have any prayer concerns or are feel-
ing anxious, please contact us at the church so 
we can pray for you. We can get through this to-
gether with Christ who strengthens us.

To All My Church Family,
 Thank you for all your condolences regarding Gordon 
Powell’s passing to be with Jesus. This has been a difficult 
time in my life as he was my best friend and we did every-
thing together. Thank you for all your prayers. 
   
  Love,
  Betty Powell

Dear BUMC Church Family,
 Thank you for the meals, calls, notes and prayers during 
the last few months as our family has dealth with injury and 
illness. We are so grateful for our church family. 

  John and Sue Hayes
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