
March 2022 Steeple Bell

 I want to take a moment today and ask you 
to think about something I mentioned during our 
sermon series on the Lord’s prayer. Think about 
the prayer you are praying for yourself and your 
relationship with the Father. Where are you 
wanting your relationship with Christ to grow? 
What do you want the Lord to show you, teach 
you, change in you as it relates to your being 
His child and His being your Father and Lord?
  Maybe your prayer is Lord, teach me what it 
really is to be yours. Maybe your prayer is Fa-
ther, help me understand what it really means 
for you to be my Father. Maybe your prayer is 
Father, give me the strength and courage to fol-
low you where you lead. Maybe your prayer is 
Jesus, help me know how to have peace in you. 
Maybe your prayer is Lord, help me understand 
more of your love and give me the grace to love 
those around me in the same way. Maybe your 
prayer is just a simple Lord, let me know more 
and more of you; help me to give more and 
more of myself to you. 

 What is the prayer you are praying?
 Lent is a particularly good time to think about 
what your prayer is. Lent is a season of prepa-
ration for celebration. It is a season of seeing 
ourselves clearly, understanding the grace of 
God more fully and simply falling into His arms 
of mercy. Take these Lenten days we have and 
ask our Lord, our Father, your savior Christ, 
the Holy Spirit who works within us, to lead 
you closer to His heart. If we find Him when we 
seek Him, then shouldn’t that be what we ask 
Him to help us do?
 Know that you are in my prayers. Your faces 
float through my mind, your names go through 
my thoughts, and I pray for our Lord to show, 
guide, guard, teach, encourage, strengthen, 
walk beside, hold tight, go before and call out 
to you. I pray that this journey of Lent toward 
the cross will be a journey closer to your Father, 
your Savior, your Lord, your Counselor, your 
Comforter and your King. Amen.
 

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn Beach

Ash Wednesday
March 2, 2022

Ash Wednesday service
6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary

Newcomers Gathering/Lunch
Sunday March 27, noon-ish
 If you are new to BUMC and/or are interested in 
learning more about membership, we want to invite 
you to a lunch on Sunday, March 27, right after the 
11:00 a.m. worship service. We want to make sure 
people get to meet the staff and hear about what is 
happening within the church. If nothing else, it will 
be a time for us to be together and share a meal 
and for me to share my heart with you. 
 If you would like to attend, please email Lynn 
(lynn.beach@bburgumc.org) or call the church 
office (270-422-2810) and let us know. 
 Looking forward to spending this time with you.

    Lynn Beach
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Fasting 

 I have wondered a lot about fasting. I have found that 
when I try to fast and pray, I get more easily distracted with 
life around me than if I were coming to the Lord without a 
growling belly. I know the Lord says to fast, but I haven’t really 
understood why fasting is supposed to make a difference in 
my prayer life. What does food have to do with my relation-
ship with God? 
 Lent comes around, and I pick something to give up as a 
“fast,” but once again, I don’t really feel like I grow any closer 
to the Lord because I have given something up. Usually it’s 
something I should be giving up anyway... So is it really a fast 
to the Lord or a self-help program with a spiritual basis?
	 So	this	year	I	went	digging	in	scripture	trying	to	find	a	pur-
pose for fasting – what it means and what impact is it really 
supposed to make? 
	 The	 first	 reference	 to	 fasting	 is	 in	 Exodus	when	Moses	
did not eat or drink anything for 40 days on top of the moun-
tain and the words of the covenant, the 10 Commandments, 
were written in stone. The understanding I glean from this is 
that	Moses	had	given	his	entire	being	 into	communion	with	
God.	Moses	allowed	no	earthly	influences	into	his	body.	Just	
breathing in the very presence of God in humble reverence. 
 Daniel 10:3 states he had no choice food, no meat or wine. 
He used no lotions at all until 3 weeks were over. [There are 
books on the Daniel Fast that you can look into if you want 
more information on this type of fasting.] What I got out of 
this, was that fasting isn’t always an absolute lack of food and 
water; it can be withholding indulgences. Daniel did this as a 
way of humbling himself before the Lord. This also reminds 
me	that	His	grace	is	sufficient	to	meet	my	needs.	It	reminds	
me	to	put	Him	first	over	my	wants.	It’s	not	about	me.	
 In Joel 2:12-13	 the	 Lord	 speaks.	 “Even	 now,”	 declares	
the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and 
weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your gar-
ments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he 
relents from sending calamity. 

Stephanie Johnson

 This scripture reminds me that when my heart has 
gotten ugly in my worldly pursuits I need to repent: per-
form a spiritual cleanse, ridding my heart, soul and body of 
earthly	influences,	and	return	humbly	to	God.	
 In Isaiah 58:3-8, the people ask, “Why should we fast if 
the LORD never notices? Why should we go without food if 
he pays no attention?” The LORD says to them, “The truth 
is that at the same time as you fast, you pursue your own 
interests and oppress your workers. Your fasting makes 
you	 violent,	 and	 you	 quarrel	 and	 fight.	Do	 you	 think	 this	
kind of fasting will make me listen to your prayers? When 
you fast, you make yourselves suffer; you bow your heads 
low like a blade of grass, and spread out sackcloth and 
ashes to lie on. Is that what you call fasting? Do you think 
I will be pleased with that? “The kind of fasting I want is 
this: remove the chains of oppression and the yoke of in-
justice, and let the oppressed go free. Share your food with 
the hungry and open your homes to the homeless poor. 
Give clothes to those who have nothing to wear, and do 
not refuse to help your own relatives. “Then my favour will 
shine on you like the morning sun, and your wounds will be 
quickly healed. I will always be with you to save you; my 
presence will protect you on every side.
 This scripture teaches me that fasting should affect my 
personal convictions and change my focus. If I fast & pray 
to make atonement for my sin and then turn around with 
eyes & ears that are closed to those that are hurting and 
needy, the Lord will not be pleased. [It also makes me think 
that if my fasting is just making me “hangry,” I’m not going 
about it with the right heart]
 As we approach Lent and everything that this time of 
year	means	to	our	existence	as	Christian	believers,	consid-
er what you are “giving up.” Remember to return to the Lord 
with all your heart – fasting, praying and humbling your-
self before God. You may choose not to indulge in choice 
food, meat or wine on a daily basis and/or fast for a day, a 
meal once a week. Whatever you are convicted to do, re-
member the purpose is to humble yourself before the Lord. 
Pray unto the Lord. Give your heart over to Him. Perform 
a spiritual cleanse and look out at the world and see the 
hurting and needy. For this life is not about us; it is about 
being about our Father’s will. It’s about living a life that is 
evidence of His great love for all His children. 
Father God, 
 We come humbly before You, asking for your grace and 
mercy. Give us guidance and wisdom in what we can do 
during this Lenten season that would be pleasing in thy 
sight. Create in us new hearts that seek You and shine light 
into a hurting world. We love you. 
    Amen 
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Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
8:40 a.m. Greeters: 
 FLC Entrance – Amy Bogard
 Atrium – Scott Bogard
 Welcome Center:  Mary Plemmons

9:40 a.m. Greeter:  Simone Davisson

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
Tellers:  Mary Beth McQuary and TBD
Ushers:  Ron Barger (Lead Usher), to be contacted
10:40 a.m. Greeters:
 Narthex – Mary Lee Ernst
 The Gathering (Cafe) - Betts Price
 Atrium - Jim Price
10:40 a.m. Welcome Center: Jean Walls

Children’s Moment:
March 6 T Parker (9), Jon Miller (11)
March 13 Lesley Wilson 
March 20 Bill Adams  
March 27  Maggie Wilson

SERVING ON SUNDAY IN MARCH 
Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, March 6, 13, 20, 27
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
	 5:30	p.m.	 Confirmation	Class	(except	for	3/6)
 6:30 p.m. Tribe Time (except for 3/6)
Monday, March 7, 14, 21, 28
  6:00 p.m. Scouts
Tuesday, March 8, 15, 22, 29
 10:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
 6:00 p.m. Scouts
 6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University
Wednesday, March 2, 9, 16, 23
 9:00 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study
 5:45 p.m.  Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Classes and Groups, all ages 
  (except for Ash Wednesday)
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
March, February 3, 17
 10:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ
Saturday, March 5, 12, 19, 26
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

Current Events:
Wednesday, March 2
 6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Sanctuary
Thursday, March 3
 6:30 p.m. ManUp Meade County at BUMC
Tuesday, March 8
 4:30 p.m. Mission Team Meeting
Sunday, March 13
12:15 Ministry Team Leader Meeting
Thursday, March 17
 6:00 p.m. Women of Worth Meade County at BUMC
Sunday, March 27
 12:15 p.m. Leadership Council Meeting

MARCH CALENDAR

Thursday, March 3
Brandenburg United Methodist Church

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. Service from 7-8 p.m.

Thursday, March 17
Brandenburg United Methodist Church

Doors open at 6 p.m. for dinner. 
Service is from 7-8 p.m. 

 Acts 13:39a  By him eve-
ryone that believes is freed 
from everything.
 Can we learn to be content 
with less in order to enjoy life more?
 If your heart is responding yes, consider decluttering 
for the 40 days of Lent. Beginning March 2, challenge 
yourself to remove one item and place it in a clean trash 
bag. At the end of the 40 days, donate the bagged items 
to a local charity. You will feel rejuvenated, and a local 
group will be blessed.
 Bags for the 40 days 40 items challenge may be found 
on the credenza in the main corridor. 

From the 
Mission Team: 

40 Days – 40 Items
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KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

 BUMC Kids are currently studying the Book of 
Jonah, complete with an ocean scape and a great 
fish (pictured). 
 During the months of March and April, we will 
be studying The 7 I am Statements of Jesus! Join 
us as we learn the 7 Statements and prepare our 
hearts and minds for the Easter Season!

Upcoming Events:
 Ash Wednesday, March 2. There will be no 
BUMC Kids activities that evening; children will at-
tend Ash Wednesday Services with their families. 
Nursery will be provided for Birth-Kindergarten
 Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 16, 10:00 a.m. 
– rain or shine
VBS 2022 – Spark Studio
 VBS 2022 will be a joint effort with Buck Grove 
Baptist Church, hosted by hosted by BUMC Kids & 
BUMC Church. 
 VBS will be in the evenings Sunday, June - 
Thursday, June 9, specific times to be determined. 
Stay tuned for additional information. 
 This is going to take tons of volunteers. Be on 

the lookout for volunteer opportunities and signups!
Camp Loucon
 Check out Camp Loucon’s Website – https://
www.loucon.org/camps – for information regarding 
their summer camp schedule.
 BUMC Kids grades 2-6 are welcome to attend, 
and BUMC assists with the cost of the camps.
2nd Grade Explorer June 9th-10th
   June 16th-17th
   July 28th-29th
3rd/4th Grade Discovery June 5th-8th
   June 12th-15th
   July 10th-12th
   July 17th-20th
   July 24th-27th
5th/6th Grade Adventure  June 5th-10th
   June 12th-17th
   July 10th-15th
   July 17th-22nd
   July 24th-29th
See Ms. Lesley for more information.

Nursery Volunteers
 We need youth or adults to volunteer to assist 
Ms. Kayla in the nursery from 8:50 a.m. to 12:00 
noon on Sundays. If you are willing to volunteer, 
please sign up at the Welcome center or use the 
link on our BUMC church website.
 
  In His Name,
  Ms. Lesley

BUMC Kids 

and a G
reat Fis

h!
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 As much as I love spring, I feel like it blows in 
and out so quickly, and before you know it, summer 
is here and with that comes the finality of another 
school year and a graduating class. As I type this, we 
are only 62 school days away from the graduation of 
the Class of 2022. WOW!
 There is always a check list of to do items for our 
youth during this time of the year! 
 • Spring Retreat – check – we are headed to 
Baghdad, KY to Camp Cedarmore March 5-6! Our 
theme is COME! We are going to be reminded that 
God wants us to COME as we are, bring our friends 
as they are, worship where we are....just COME as we 
are and let God heal us and fix our brokenness and 
disconnect when needed.
 • Confirmation Classes – check – we are in the 
middle of meeting with a GREAT group of 6-11th 
graders who are gathering on Sunday nights at 5:30 
pm and who will be confirmed in our church in April. 
HOW AWESOME!
 • Winter Jam – check – we are headed to Louis-
ville for Winter Jam on March 20! Just $10 at the door! 
This would be a great opportunity for our whole 
church if you are interested! I will need drivers!

 • Senior Sunday – check – this celebration is 
scheduled for May 15! Wow--that is so hard to believe!
 I often hear people complain about “this genera-
tion of kids” and where in the world we will be when 
they are our workforce and adults, but I truly believe 
we are going to be okay! JD Wilson just stood in front 
of our church and shared his story of how he has 
seen God in his life. And every Sunday during both 
services you will see our youth kids working with the 
tech team to ensure we have graphics in the worship 
centers and a live stream to the Facebook page and 
YouTube channel. In the past five weeks, our youth 
have invited 9 new friends to join us at youth, and 5 of 
those new kids have signed up to attend our Spring 
Retreat! They are doing more than some of us adults 
to further the Kingdom of God, and they are not even 
adults yet. In a world where they are tempted to be 
anywhere else but church, they are here, and I can-
not tell you how proud of them I am. I love them with 
all that I am, and I am so proud of them. I ask you 
to take a second and recognize them if you get the 
chance. 
 Thank you to each adult who has volunteered 
their time on Sunday evenings to share their testimo-
ny with us! We have truly been blessed! As always, I 
am so thankful for all that you do for our youth! 

    In Christ,
    Kelly

BUMC Kids and a Great Fish!
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 Our communion offering for March will go to UMCOR Sunday, formerly known as “One 
Great Hour of Sharing.”
 Serving on mass-response and individual levels, The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) is ready to reach out immediately whenever and wherever God’s people are in 
need. The UMCOR Sunday offering allows UMCOR to respond rapidly to disasters such as 
devastating cyclones, earthquakes, floods, hurricanes and typhoons, war and civil strife and 
outbreaks of disease.
 Your offering offers hope through prayers, physical help and financial support. It also works 
in many ways to assist people who strive to feed and support themselves and their families, to 
learn new skills, to obtain better health care and to survive and to work toward a fuller life.

Communion Offering for March
UMCOR Sunday

Rev. Janet Carden appointed South 
Central District Superintendent
 Rev. Janet L. Carden will 
become Superintendent of the 
South Central District. She is 
currently serving in her sev-
enth year as Senior Pastor of 
St. John UMC in Hopkinsville. 
Rev. Carden has served vari-
ous areas of ministry within the 
Kentucky Annual Conference 
and within the districts where 
she has served. She served at Brandenburg United 
Methodist Church as associate pastor to Rev. Willard 
Knipp. 

Donna Funk, Sandy Horan and Linda Dee Ames made 
a visit to Kate “Kay” Thomas on February 25. Kay was 
delighted to see them and share a meal. “Say hello to 
everyone in Brandenburg,” said Kay, “and tell them I 
miss them.” Pictures, clockwise, left to right: Donna, 
Kay, Sandy, and Linda Dee

A visit with Kay Thomas

Renovation Update
 Construction on the expansion/renovation of the 
kitchen in the East Family Life Center is progressing 
with an anticipated completion date in mid-March. 
 The ceiling tiles in the downstairs corridor have been 
replaced, and carpet has been laid (pictured at right). 
 Please see page 7 for more pictures. 
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Kitchen renovation 
progress photos

Pitured above: main kitchen area. Below left: dishwashing room. Below right: pantry. 
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