
March 2021 
Steeple Bell

 I wrote another article for this newsletter, and 
although I liked it, I had a feeling it wasn’t what 
I was supposed to say. This morning during our 
men’s time, we read the devotional from the Up-
per Room on “a closer look.” It was about slow-
ing down and paying attention. The thought for 
the day was “If I slow down, God can show me 
opportunities to lift others up.” The scripture 
was from Galatians 6:2. “Bear one another’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law 
of Christ.” 
 As I sat and listened to the conversation 
and as I thought about how important that is, I 
thought maybe I need to take it a step further, 
or maybe I should say fuller. I think this starts 
with being intentional. Intentionally looking for 
what God is showing you. Intentionally listening 
for what God is telling you. Intentionally seek-
ing those moments to serve, share, care, sup-
port, declare and so many other things. Inten-
tionally being a spouse who goes out of your 
way just to show that your spouse is still the 
love of your life. Intentionally being a friend who 
calls just to check up and say hi. Intentionally 
being a brother or sister in Christ who asks how 
you can pray for someone and then before you 
leave them, you pray together. Intentionally be-
ing a parent who sits down with your children 
and talks with them about where you have seen 
the goodness of God and experience the grace 
of God. Intentionally keeping some extra cash 
on you so that you can be generous when the 
moment comes.

 If I let life, it will just take me wherever the 
winds are blowing. As a follower of Christ, 
though, I want to go where He is directing and 
leading. In Luke 9:23 we hear Jesus say that 
“If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow 
me.” It is a choice, a daily choice and an in-
tentional choice. A lot of times when I perform 
weddings, I remind the couple, and those at the 
wedding, that love is not a feeling; it is a choice, 
an intentional choice. If we recall how love is de-
fined in 1 Corinthians 13, we would remember 
that it is patient, kind, does not envy, does not 
boast, it is not proud, not rude, not self-seeking, 
not easily angered, keeps no record of wrong, 
doesn’t delight in evil, but rejoices with the truth, 
always protects, trusts, hopes, perseveres, and 
never fails.
 These are all things we choose to do, ways 
we choose to act.
 What are we intentionally choosing to do and 
who are we intentionally choosing to be? The 
world will make the choice for us if we let it. The 
way of Christ isn’t the natural way. Here is some 
good news, though. The more we intentionally 
choose to do something, the more it becomes 
what we naturally do.
 Let me end by reminding you of the offer Mo-
ses gives to the people of Israel as he renews 
the covenant with them. In Deuteronomy 30:19 
we hear “This day I call heaven and earth as 
witnesses against you that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now 
choose life, so that you and your children may 
live.” 
 How are we intentionally choosing to live, 
love, and care today?

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn
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Forgive them, for they know not what they do

John 13:26-27
 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give 
this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” 
Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, 
the son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as Judas took the 
bread, Satan entered him.
Ephesians 6:12 
 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Stephanie Johnson

Luke 23:34 
 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing.”
 I have experienced times when those who were 
the very closest to me have betrayed my love and 
trust and hurt me. It is easy to sit and say I am justi-
fied in my anger and feelings of betrayal toward these 
individuals… but my struggle is not against the per-
son; it is against the spiritual forces that would seek 
to cause people to commit evil acts.  If Judas, one 
who had pledged love and devotion to Jesus,  could 
have Satan enter him (while directly in front of Jesus) 
and lead him to betray Jesus, then how much more 
harm can Satan do to someone who is far from Je-
sus? We are to pray for those that hurt us and forgive 
them. (Don’t get me wrong. I am not saying that it 
is okay to abuse someone). Holding on to the anger 
and hurt causes us more harm than it does the one 
who caused the insult or injury.  Get out of the harm-
ful situation and get on your knees and pray for those 
who hurt you. It will give you a peace that surpasses 
all understanding. I can personally testify to that.

Father God,
	 Work	in	the		hearts	of	those	who	are	filled	with	
hatred	and	seek	to	harm	others.	Help	them	to	ex-
perience	 your	 love	 and	 healing	 as	 it	 expunges	
their	souls	of	 the	 influences	of	evil.	 	Soften	our	
hearts so that we can forgive those who have 
done wrong against us, just as you have forgiven 
us for wrongs we have committed against You.  
We	pray	for	Your	perfect	peace	to	fill	our	souls.

    Amen

  

 Starting after spring break, weather permitting, we 
will start a prayer walking group on Thursdays. We 
normally have prayer for anyone who wishes to come 
on Thursdays at 6:30 in the church library, but as the 
weather warms up, anyone who would like to join me 
(us) can go for a walk and enjoy some fresh air, fel-
lowship and God’s creation.
  
	 	 May	God	bless	you	and	keep	you,
	 	 	 Stephanie

Hey, Brandenburg United Methodist Church!

 My name is Claire and I’m a junior at UK and a student 
at the Christian Student Fellowship. I wanted to extend a 
thank-you for supporting Katie Wilson. Because of your 
church, Katie is able to meet students where they are in 
life and share the love of Jesus. Katie is my core group 
leader, and she has been such a blessing. She celebrates 
the Lord better than anyone else I know. She is so loving 
toward the students, and  you can see the Lord through her 
in having just one conversation with her. 
 Thank you again for supporting Katie and impacting 
many students! Blessings in 2021!

   – Claire
   John 17:6-26
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Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service

Monday, March 29 - Friday, April 2
12:00 noon Meade County Ministerial Association
  Holy Week Services streamed to our
  public Facebook page
  Brandenburg United Methodist Church

Thursday, April 1 - Maundy Thursday
3:00 p.m. In Person Communion Service
6:30 p.m. In Person Communion Service

Friday, April 2 - Good Friday
9:00 a.m. Good Friday Online Experience
  Brandenburg United Methodist Church
  Facebook page, YouTube channel and 
  www.brandenburgumc.com

Saturday, April 3 - Easter Saturday
5:30 p.m. Worship Service

Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday
7:00 a.m. Early Morning Service
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service

H O L Y  W E E K  S C H E D U L E

 The TRIBE has started back on Wednesday nights 
AGAIN! I am sure this is like the eighth restart we have 
had since March of last year! Even in the midst of all 
of the schedule issues, the uncertainties of COVID, 
the crazy weather, there is one thing that remains 
constant....Jesus is moving in our youth group! What 
a blessing to have a group of youth dedicate their 
life to Christ and our church and be baptized into the 
family of God. My heart could not be happier! I just 
heard a news anchor say the other night that the fu-
ture of our country was in serious trouble with this 
generation that was coming. You know what I say? I 
say WATCH OUT! God is moving in and through them 
and they WILL do BIG things! Now, more than ever, 
I see a group of young people on fire for Christ and I 
pray they continue to see our church moving in the 
same way.
 In fact, our next sermon series in youth on 
Wednesday nights is a study of the book of James 
called VIVID. And the main point of the whole series 
is pretty straightforward throughout the book of 
James: Don’t let your faith be one of words only; live 
your faith powerfully through actions and deeds! We 
are going to take that to heart this spring and work 
to embrace this challenge and apply the words of 
James to our lives!
 Our Puerto Rico team is working hard to raise the 
funds needed for our mission trip this summer. We 
will be leaving June 18 and returning June 25. We 
are excited about the VIVID work we will do and the 
impact we can have in Puerto Rico – living our faith 
powerfully through actions and deeds! Thank you 
to everyone who participated in our online auction. 
We raised just at $1,800. Our soup luncheon profited 
about $800! What a blessing you all are!
 Quick shout out to Johnna Pollock, Erin King, and 
Jon Miller for their willingness to lead small groups 
through this James study! I appreciate you all SO 
very much! It is an exciting time in our church with 
the new renovations beginning and change occur-
ing! I can’t help but be excited for all there is to come 
through BUMC for the Kingdom of God!

   In Christ,
    Kelly

The American Red Cross Blood-
mobile will be at Brandenburg Unit-

ed Methodist Church on Sunday, 
March 7, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
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 The long awaited project to add 3,900 square feet 
to the Parish Hall and to renovate the existing struc-
ture commenced on January 22. 
 The gas meter which was located on the rear exte-
rior wall of the Parish Hall has been relocated. This 
allows excavation of the basement for the new addi-
tion to begin as soon as the weather permits. 

Building Project Update
	 Demolition	 of	 the	 interior	 rooms	 on	 all	 floors	 is	
nearing completion. The next major phase of demoli-
tion will be the removal of the roof structure. This will 
be followed by the removal of the second story exte-
rior	walls	and	floor	joists.	Once	these	tasks	are	com-
pleted	the	rebuilding	of	the	second	floor	will	begin.

Photos by Ron Barger
Demolition of Parish Hall is nearing completion. Top left: attic; top right: second floor hallway (and stairs to attic); bottom: 
downstairs (children’s area). 
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KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

 We had a wonderful fellowship time during the 
BUMC Kids Pizza and Paint Party. Thanks to all 
who participated and assisted. 
Easter “Egg”stravaganza!
 Sunday, March 28, at 1:00 p.m.

 Join us for a time of Easter Celebration, Easter 
activities and and egg hunt. Inclement weather will 
cancel the egg hunt only.
Books	of	the	Bible	Challenge
 BUMC Kids are challenged to memorize the 
Books of the Bible. Our goal is to have the books 
memorized by Easter Sunday. Special recognition 
for anyone who meets the challenge.
 We are off to a good start! Keep practicing, and 
let’s meet this challenge! 

	 	 Love	to	All,	
	 	 	 Ms.	Lesley	 

BUMC Kids Pizza and Paint Party

Family Life Team
 The Family Life Team is looking for volunteers to help with future church events. Even 
though this year will look different than years past, we would like to develop a group of people 
who enjoy planning and organizing events with the desire to bring the church family closer 
together. Please contact Heather Papp (301) 712-5343 or Elizabeth Proctor (859) 699-3090 
if interested in being part of the team.
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 Greetings from the Discipleship Corner! As the 
new year is in full swing, I wanted to recap what our 
church family has embarked upon this year and what 
new journeys await us. 
 Last month, we wrapped up our first small group 
study of the year called “January Conversations.” 
This study allowed small groups to connect and talk 
about scripture both in-person and virtually. Also, 
I hope many of you had the opportunity to grab a 
Life Journal from our “January Conversations” small 
group study. There are still some journals available at 
the church if would like one. This journal didn’t only 
assist our small group in their exploration and reflec-
tive journey while reading scripture, but provided a 
chance to actively engage scripture on a daily basis. 
So please stop by and grab one before they are all 
gone. They provide a personal scripture reading plan 
that keeps you involved in reading scripture all year 
long!
 Now that the “January Conversations” has official-
ly concluded, the church is looking forward to hosting 
the “Listen to Him” 40-day small group Lenten study. 
This 40-day study provides a chance for our church 
family members to explore, reflect, and learn more 
about their own personal relationship with Christ. 
This study started on February 24 and is scheduled 
to conclude on Easter. If you are still interested in 
joining, please contact the church for further details.
 As we look forward to later this year, our disciple-
ship team is taking some time to find programming 
that will allow us to further connect with our church 
family and further develop our relationship with Christ. 
I am excited for the new year and all of the possibili-
ties before us. So more to follow…

 I can personally affirm there has never been 
a time more than now when I needed to connect 
with Christ. My testimony: I am truly thankful for 
the friendships and relationships I have built by at-
tending my small group studies. I have grown and 
been held accountable by my brothers and sisters 
in Christ. As discipleship chair, I pray to become in-
spired and enlightened to find programs and oppor-
tunities that will provide those connections for you 
and our church family that I have experienced.

   Many	blessings,
   Jodi Witt

From your Finance Team
 Even in the midst of a pandemic, Brandenburg 
United Methodist Church experienced a financially 
healthy year. Following is a financial snapshot for 
2020:  
 Income:  $548,533.79
 Expenses: $488,279.48
 Pledges: $318,692.00
 Raised against pledges: $338,626.06
 
Bank balances as of February 2021
 Checking Account: $289,033.27
 Designated Fund Account: $84,055.38
 Building Fund Account: $510,128.62

 The Staff-Parish Relations Team reports that 
$2,383.09 was given toward providing our staff with 
Christmas gifts in December as a token of the con-
gregation’s appreciation for their ministry with us.
 Thank you for your continued generosity and 
faithfulness which enables our church to grow in 
numbers and ministry impact. Further questions 
may be directed to finance co-chairs T. Parker and 
Steve Ward. 

	 	 Heather	Wilson
  Treasurer
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