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Finding Your Psalm This Summer

 We have just celebrated Pentecost. One of 
those things that we are told the Holy Spirit will
do is remind us of His word. Jesus talking with 
His disciples says it this way: “But the Coun-
selor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you” 
(John 14:26). There are two things in that scrip-
tural promise: there is learning and there is be-
ing reminded.
 Instead of writing an article to try to convey 
a truth to you, I want to lay before you a chal-
lenge: to learn so that you can be reminded. 
 I want to invite you – challenge you even – to 
do one of two things. 
 One: Learn one of the 150 Psalms this sum-
mer. Pick one out. I would avoid 119, which is 
the longest, and go for something more than 
117, which is the shortest. In fact, don’t let the 
length of the Psalm influence your decision. 
Read through some and find one that speaks 

to you and put your mind to memorizing it. Write 
it out and put it somewhere you will see it eve-
ryday and read it. See how far you can get with-
out looking at it. Let it find its way into your mind 
and let God move it into your heart. 
 Two: Memorize three Psalms, one each 
month. I believe you and I could easily do this. 
But if you feel more comfortable just starting 
with one, do that.
 I want you to have a Psalm for the summer, 
which will become a Psalm for so much more. I 
will tell you again, there are two things in John 
14:26 about the Holy Spirit. The Spirit will teach 
and remind. Let Him teach you, so that you can 
be reminded.
 I am going to start with Psalm 91. I would love 
for you to let me know which Psalm you choose. 
Don’t worry; I’m not going to quiz you because 
I don’t want you to quiz me. But stating some-
thing, saying we are going to, making the first 
step is a choice in itself and can be powerful. 
 What is your Psalm (or three) this summer? 
What are you going to learn? What are you go-
ing to be reminded of?

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn

“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you.” 

John 14:26 

Finding Your Psalm 
This Summer



2 BrandenBurg united Methodist ChurCh June 2021

 Sometimes it’s hard to know what to do when you 
have a big decision to make. I know when I was try-
ing to decide what path to go after I got my bachelor’s 
degree, I would pray for God to give me wisdom and 
discernment, but I felt like I was talking to myself in 
an empty room. I was leaning toward going to get my 
doctorate in optometry or going to law school and 
specialize in elder law. I had taken the law school 
entrance exam (LSAT) and worked for a bit with an 
attorney in the area (Clearwater, Florida). It didn’t 
take long to figure out I couldn’t see myself doing 
that long term. I worked with an optometrist for a bit 
and it wasn’t bad. The doctors seemed happy. So I 
prayed about it and heard nothing and started down 
that path. While I was in school we had to practice 
all the procedures on each other. As I sat in the chair 
while a fellow student was shining that bright light 
in my eyes a dream I had as a child came to mind. 
When I was about 4 or 5 years old I had a dream that 
I was in a dark room and there was a giant eyeball 
in front of me. On the other side of the eyeball was 

Stephanie Johnson

a door of bright light. As a child that dreamed scared 
me. However, sitting there in school, I all at once real-
ized that I would be sitting in front of someone’s eye 
shining that bright “door” of light on the back of their 
eyes all day. That was what God had meant for me to 
do all along.
 I didn’t get a discernable “Stephanie, go to optom-
etry school” voice when I had asked for direction and 
guidance. I did get confirmation after I had stepped 
out and started to move and do something.
 Sometimes we have to pray that God will guide our 
steps and keep us from making bad decisions. Then 
without hearing anything we have to step out in blind 
faith that he hears our prayers and is with us. He has 
a plan for our lives to give us a hope and a future. We 
need not be anxious in anything, but taking every-
thing to the Lord in prayer.


 On June 13, 2021, at 5:30 pm in the Family Life 
Center we will be having an evening of prayer and 
worship with the Lord. Please join us. Sometimes the 
Lord’s voice is loudest when he have fellow believers 
with us actively praying and worshipping.

Father God,
 We pray for you to guide our steps. Keep us 
from temptation and paths that would lead us 
where we don’t belong. Help us to step out in 
faith as we know that you are with us.

     Amen

 It's getting close to time for us to brew some 
coffee and whip up some finger foods for Sunday 
mornings at Brandenburg UMC. The Hospitality 
Team is currently seeking those who would like to 
be a part of the hospitality ministry. In addition to 
helping with coffee and snacks, it also includes be-
ing a welcoming presence before and after worship 
services and bringing fresh ideas to this ministry.  
 There are so many things to be done, and it 
takes many people to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus. Some love to cook, some love to be loving 
and kind to newcomers and some have wonderful 

ideas for new ways grow the Hospitality Team into 
one that would be pleasing to God. 
 Please let's don't be lukewarm. Let's start a fire for 
Jesus. We as Christians have something everyone 
needs. To please and bring glory to God, let us be 
part of this community, growing in knowledge and 
welcoming one another in Christian love.
 I have ideas, but I’m know I’m not the only one. 
Please join me in planning for a new beginning. 
Remember we are all part of the body. Don’t be the 
finger or the foot that’s limp and not working. Do what 
you love, what you’re good at. We need everyone!
 For more information, please contact Robin Harp-
er at 502-381-6443.

Hospitality Team Update
Robin Harper



era to respond to the ques-
tions on the Google Form, 
and we will be in touch with 
more details! If you prefer 
to speak with a real, live 
person about this, please 
do not hesitate to contact 
Heather Papp (301-712-
5343) or Elizabeth Proctor 
(859-699-3090). Thank you 
in advance!
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 A big thank you to all who came out to our ice 
cream social! We are looking forward to more oppor-
tunities to gather our church family in the future!
 Because we were not able to give Pastor Lynn and 
his family the welcome they deserved last summer, 
the Family Life Team is seeking families who are will-
ing to host or participate in small, informal gatherings 
at their homes to introduce themselves. These small 
groups will consist of approximately 2-3 families, de-
pending on numbers and comfort levels. If you are 
interested, scan the QR code with your phone's cam-

Family Life Team Update
Heather Papp, Liz Proctor
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Building Project Update
Ron Barger

 The renovation and expansion of the Parish Hall/
Education Building continues to progress. As of Fri-
day, May 14, the vast majority of the “deconstruction” 
phase was complete. Now, the rebuilding phase is
underway, moving forward at a good pace, and on 
schedule!
 The concrete walls and concrete floor on the two-
story, 3900 square foot addition are in place. Also,
while the new square footage is being constructed, 
parts of the 1950s parish hall are being demolished
for renovation/improvements. The parish hall’s sec-
ond floor and roof have been removed and its re-
maining first-floor block walls have either been re-
moved or reconfigured as planned.
 With the first floor addition of the new part of the 
building in place, the structural steel and second 

Second story steel girders for future roof trusses support Second story exterior metal stud walls under construction

story floor joists were installed. The second story 
concrete floor was poured on Saturday, May 15. On 
Wednesday, May 19, the installation of the metal 
studs for the second story exterior walls commenced. 
Once these walls are erected, the metal trusses for 
the new roof will be placed. The majority of the roof 
will be constructed by the first week in June. This is a 
significant milestone in that the building will be “dried 
in” and the interior construction work will commence 
in earnest.
 The construction process is currently on-time and 
it is progressing very well with completion scheduled
in late October. This is a very exciting time in the lives 
of our church families and in the continued
growth of our church campus. May the loving grace 
of the Lord be with us as he leads us in this next
chapter of our church’s presence in this community.
Attached are some photos showing various aspects 
of the construction process. 

Capital Campaign Update
 The building project is going well, as is the capital 
campaign for this project. We are halfway through 
our three-year campaign with 61 percent of pledges 
received. Following is to-date look at our campaign:  

 Pledged:  $1,194,071.35
 Received: $722,730.70
 Pledges made: 87
 Pledges completed 14
 Pledges not yet started 3



BrandenBurg united Methodist ChurCh June 2021 5

Old Parish Hall – Area which included the Choir Room, 
HVAC Mechanical Room, and Storage Room Old Parish Hall – Area which included Children’s Church, 

Gathering Place, and Mini-kitchen

Old Parish Hall - View of Sanctuary entrance from corner of 
old choir room

New First Floor Addition which will include a large storage 
room for the gym area, a new children’s classroom, two new 
bathrooms, new stairwell, and new mechanical room.

Dear Brandenburg UMC,

 On behalf of Dave Lotz, I would like to thank 
everyone for your prayers. It was a long 
road and even though it didn’t end like we’d 
hoped, I know he is up in Heaven with his 

maker. He is no longer sick or hurting, and I know one day 
I will see him again. Thank you for the beautiful planter 
that was sent. I am very blessed to have found this church, 
and I look forward to coming back to church in the near 
future and getting involved and meeting more people.

   Sincerely,
   Mary Lou Lotz

Dear Brandenburg UMC,

 Your kind and thoughtful expression of sympathy is 
deeply appreciated and gratefully acknowledged.

   The family of Earl Murphy

To the Congregation

 I would like to send a “Thank You” to all for the box 
of kitchen utensils that arrived for EMS Station 1. The 
thoughtfulness of the church was truly appreciated by 
the EMTs and Paramedics who serve our community.

   Judge Leslie Stith
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KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

The American Red Cross Bloodmo-
bile will be at Brandenburg United 

Methodist Church on Sunday, 
June 6, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Vacation Bible School
Destination Dig – A Joint 
Venture with Buck Grove 

Baptist Church
Monday, June 7 

through Friday, June 11
5:30-8:30 PM

 We are thrilled to be partnering with Buck Grove 
this year. Our construction project does not allow 
us the space needed to have our own VBS. Dinner 
and snacks will be served each night. The last VBS 
night, Friday, is a Family Night. The children will be 
making T-shirts during the week. Make sure to com-
plete the sizing section on the Registration Link.

 Registration links are located on Buck Grove’s 
Website and will also be located on our Website, 
www.brandenburgumc.com.
Link to Register Child(ren)-Ages 3 years old to out-
going 6th-graders
https://app.sharefaith.com/App/Form/b7d3895b-
3210-43e4-8e83-4c09ceef5da5
The link will allow you to register multiple children. It 
will prompt you at the end of the registration.
 You may also be able to register onsite on the 
first day of VBS, Monday, June 7. 

 Camp Loucon summer camp registrations are now 
open. Visit their web site at https://loucon.org/camps 
for a list of camps and registration information. 
   
   In Him,
   Ms. Lesley
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	 Our	communion	offering	for	June	will	go	to	support	
the University of Louisville Wesley Foundation (The 
Gathering) and the University of Kentucky Wesley Foun-
dation (UKWF). 

 The Gathering welcomes students from three cam-
puses in Louisville: University of Louisville, Bellarmine 
University	and	Jefferson	Community	&	Technical	Col-
lege. Students gather every Thursday evening during the 
school year for a free dinner followed by a worship expe-
rience. Additionally, they meet in small groups for prayer 
and study, in larger groups for worship and Bible study, 
and they gather for food and fun whenever possible. For 
more information about The Gathering campus ministry, 
you	may	call	502-727-8504,	e-mail	wflouisville@gmail.
com, or visit their Web site at www.gatheringlouisville.org.
 The UKWF’s mission is to connect, develop, and send a 
new	generation	of	Christian	leaders	who	will	make	disci-
ples	of	Jesus	Christ	and	transform	the	world.	It	is	unique	
from other campus ministries because it is both a campus 
ministry	and	a	Christian	living	community.	The	UKWF	
is	also	open	to	BCTC	and	Transylvania.	Ministries	of	the	
UKWF include a weekly worship night (with free dinner!), 
Discipleship	Groups,	Coffee	House,	handing	out	cookies	
on campus, prayer walks, and delivering sandwiches to 
the homeless. For more information about UKWF campus 
ministry, you may call 859-254-0231 or visit their Web site 
at www.ukwf.org.

Communion Offering for June
UofL & UK Wesley Foundations

 I’m excited to share our news of the 
upcoming family mission trip to Chica-
go. We will be serving the church com-
munity of God’s House of Love, Prayer, 
and Deliverance. 
 The dates for the trip are July 15-
18. Thursday evening will be a travel 
evening and hotel check in. It is roughly 
a 5-hour trip. Friday and Saturday morn-
ings we will meet at the church for a 

Continental breakfast and prayer time. We will return 
to the church both days for lunch. Friday we will serve 
three different families in need. We will divide up so 
we can build spiritual relationships that make God 
smile with each person we encounter. Friday evening 
we would like to dine at a Chicago pizza spot. No 
trip to Chicago would be complete without pizza! 
Saturday we will paint the Community Center owned 
by the church. We will have a DJ and provide some 
small activities for the small children. Sunday will be a 
day of worship with the congregation and prayerfully 
our new friends from the community.
 We encourage each of you to take some time and 
visit the sights. The plan is to have work done early 
so families can have time with one another and dis-
cuss the day.
 If you are interested in going, please send your 
name, telephone number, and email address to 
(chuckles2@me.com). To help with planning, I will 
need a family head count and ages of children so 
we have supplies at the church. There is no greater 
impact on a child than to have an opportunity to 
serve with their parents. Let’s take this weekend to 
model kingdom building.
 The goal is to assist each family going to serve 
so this is a labor of love and everyone willing can 
go. If you are unable to go but would like to support 
this family mission trip, please make your donations 
to the Mission Fund and indicate “Chicago” on your 
envelope or memo line.
 Thank you for all you do to serve Him.

Charlotte
Shepard

Thursday, June 3
6:30 p.m.

Brandenburg 
Riverfront

 Man Up Meade County is in the planning phase 
of relaunching its ministry, and they are looking at 
the impact of COVID-19 as an opportunity rather 
than a hindrance.  
 On June 3, 2021, at 6:30 p.m., for the first time 
in more than a year, Man Up Meade County will 

gather for at the Amphitheatre in Brandenburg Riv-
erfront Park. The Cattlemen’s Association will pro-
vide the dinner, sponsored by Meade County Bank. 
Dr. Michael O’Bryan will share his testimony, and 
Josh Mitcham and Brandon Brinkley will lead wor-
ship. Bring a lawn chair and a friend. 
 For more information about Man Up Meade Coun-
ty, visit www.manupmeade.org or search Facebook 
for Man Up Meade County. 
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