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Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

 My journey into ministry began in 1984 when 
I called my pastor at Shively UMC in Louisville 
and told him I needed to talk because there 
was something I just couldn’t get off my heart 
and mind. “I think God might be calling me into 
ministry,” I told him. All these years later that 
included seven years of higher education, six 
years on church staff as a youth minister, and 
thirty years as a full-time pastor, I find myself 
ready to retire. 
 My last sermon here at Brandenburg will be 
Sunday, June 14. The following Sunday, John 
Hatton, our District Superintendent, will bring a 
message of transition preparing the way for your 
new pastor, Lynn Beach. His first Sunday in the 
pulpit will be June 28. I know you will welcome 
him into the BUMC family as warmly as you did 
Denise and me. I’ve enjoyed getting to know 
Lynn over past few years as we both served on 
the Board of Ordained Ministry for the Annual 
Conference. He will love you and lead you well. 
 Denise and I have loved being a part of this 
wonderful church and community. I can’t imag-
ine a people or place that would have loved us 
any better and made these final four years of 
ministry such a joy. I never would have dreamed 
that my last year or two of ministry would have 
included tackling a building project and capital 
campaign, then shutting down a church build-

ing and opening it back up. What a wild ride! No 
wonder I’m retiring! 
 One truth has been a constant: God has been 
there with us through it all. That truth remains 
as you go through this next step of your jour-
ney. God is with you. Remember and claim this 
truth: BUMC, your best years are yet to come. 

  With Love and Appreciation,
	 	 	 Pastor	Jeff	

Sundays at BUMC
9 a.m. Contemporary Service, Family Life Center
11 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary

Please note: both services will be live-streamed:
https://www.facebook.com/BrandenburgUnitedMethodistChurch 
or
https://Brandenburg-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/live

As we return to limited in-person services, seating 
will be limited, and pre-registration will be required. 
To reserve space, please visit our Web site and 
click on the pre-registration link. Pre-registration 
will open on Sunday and close on Wednesday or 
when all spots are filled, whichever comes first. 
You may also call the church office at 270-422-
2810 to reserve your spot.
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It’s a boy!
Congratulations to Josh and Lynne Trotter 
and big sister Lily on the birth of Bennett 
Harris Trotter. He was born Sunday, May 
10, 2020, at 6:14 a.m. (Happy Mother's 
Day, Lynne!) He weighed 7 pounds, 5.5 

ounces and was 20.5 inches long. Bennett is the 
grandson of John and Jessie Trotter, Diana Harris and 
the late Buck Harris, and nephew of Joy Trotter.

 On Sunday, June 14, Pastor Jeff will deliver his 
final message to Brandenburg United Methodist 
Church. The day will be a day of celebrating Pas-
tor Jeff and Denise as they prepare to retire. The 
timeline for retirement celebrations to take place 
that day is as follows:
 10 a.m. and Noon: There will be a time after 
each morning service to share a few moments with 
Pastor Jeff and Denise.
 3-4 p.m. For those not ready to return to in-per-
son worship, there will be a drive-through farewell 
at church. 
 4 p.m. A retirement celebration will be live-
streamed on our Brandenburg United Methodist 

Leadership Council Update
Reopening for In-Person Services
 On Sunday, May 31, the church opened for worship 
with one service in each of the worship spaces. Seat-
ing is limited to allow for social distancing, and pre-
registration is required. Live streaming of services will 
continue, and it will be communicated that worshiping 
online remains a valid choice. 
 On June 21, our District Superintendent John Hat-
ton will give a videotaped message, as a transition be-
tween Jeff Carter’s departure and Lynn Beach’s arrival. 
Lynn’s first Sunday in the pulpit at Brandenburg UMC 
will be June 28. 
Finance Team Report
 We are now 37 percent into the year with 30 percent 
of budget received and 28 percent of budget expended. 
Our people have been generous, and the church remains 
in good financial shape. 
 Pastor Jeff, Heather Wilson and T Parker will con-
fer regarding catching up with 75 percent of apportion-
ments paid to the Kentucky Conference. 
Building Update
 Ron Barger advised he filed a claim with Church 
Mutual, and the insurance company will cover the roof 
over the Family Life Center (which was planned as part 
of the building project). Repair work is now underway.
SPRC Update
 Denise Corley advised Lynn Beach is in the process 
of selecting a mover. John Hatton has sent information 
regarding transition of pastors, and this information has 
been forwarded to leadership council members with 
links to videos to be viewed. 

Retirement Celebration for Pastor Jeff and Denise
Church Facebook page. 
 5 p.m. A Zoom “reception” for Pastor Jeff 
and Denise will be held following the retirement 
live-stream. If you would like to participate in this 
Zoom reception, please email sandra.stone@
bburgumc.org, and Sandra will send you the link 
when the meeting is scheduled. 
 We look forward to Sunday, June 14, when 
we will hear a final message from Pastor Jeff and 
celebrate the many years of service he and Denise 
have given to Methodists in Kentucky. Please join 
us in this celebration in whichever way – in per-
son, online, or from your car – that best suits your 
circumstances.

Dear Missions Committee,

Thank you for your continued faithful 
gifts of $125 even though times are dif-
ficult. You are very kind and generous in 
helping me in my work of Bible transla-

tion. I am now home in Indiana with my mother and 
her usband. I had 14 days of quanrantine, consultations 
with doctors and pre-surgery tests and am waiting for 
the doctors to schedule my surgery. Please pray it will 
be soon. May God bless you and keep you safe. 

  In Him,
   Carol Pebley

On page 8 is a more complete message from Carol 
regarding her Bible translation work, her return to the 
United States for medical care and and information 
regarding how you may assist her if you wish.
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PRAYER VIGIL BEGINS AT 6 P.M. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 12

 6 PM  Put what you would have me to pray for on 
my heart. Help me to pray as I ought. 
 (Romans 8:26 In the same way, the Spirit helps 
us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought 
to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
through groanings that cannot be expressed in 
words.)
 7 PM  Pray that each one involved in this prayer 
vigil will feel the Holy Spirit move in their hearts. 
 (1 Corinthians 6:19 Do you not know that your 
bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? )
 8 PM   Pray that the Lord will be with Pastor Jeff 
and Denise as they transition into retirement and 
move to Florida. 
 (Genesis 28:15 “I am with you and I will watch 
over you wherever you go…” )
 9 PM  Pray that the Lord will guide and direct 

Pastor Jeff and Denise in finding a church home 
when they move. 
 (Psalm 92:13 They are planted in the house of 
the Lord; they flourish in the courts of our God.)
 10 PM  Pray for health and wellness of our church 
as we resume in-person worship services. 
 (Psalm 91:3-4 He will keep you safe from all 
hidden dangers and from all deadly diseases. He 
will cover you with his wings; you will be safe in his 
care; his faithfulness will protect and defend you.)
 11 PM  Pray for those who are struggling with ill-
ness. 
 (James 5:14-15 Is anyone among you sick? Let 
them call the elders of the church to pray over them 
and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 
person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have 
sinned they will be forgiven.)
 MIDNIGHT  Pray for those who are mourning the 
loss of loved ones. 
 (Matthew 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted.)

 During this time of change and uncertainty, 
it is important to remember to pray. The Bible 
teaches us to pray about everything. Do not be 
anxious, do not worry, but pray about every-
thing, because there is nothing that is beyond 
the reach of God. 
 That said, we have decided to hold a 24-hour 
prayer vigil starting at 6 p.m. on Friday, June 
12, and ending at 6 p.m. on Saturday, June 13.  
Each hour will have a certain prayer focus. We 
will be praying for Pastor Jeff as he transitions 
into retirement and praying for Pastor Lynn as 
he transitions into his role as pastor of BUMC.  

Other pertinent topics will be covered during 
this 24-hour vigil. If you would like to partici-
pate at home, we have a list of the prayer top-
ics for each hour.  If you would like to come to 
the church, you can call the office and sign up 
for your desired time. Due to the pandemic we 
will limit the number of people for each time 
slot so that proper disinfection and social dis-
tancing can be observed. 
 May God be with each and every one of 
you and richly bless your prayers. 

    Stephanie Johnson
    Prayer Team Captain
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 1 AM   Pray for those persons who are vic-
tims of abuse and neglect. 
 (Isaiah 61:1 … He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the cap-
tives and release from darkness for the prisoners)
 2 AM   Pray for those who are have lost their jobs 
and those who are struggling with finances. 
 (Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply your 
every need according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus)
 3 AM  Pray for those who feel far from God. 
 (Hebrews 13:5  For He Himself has said, ‘ I will 
never leave you nor forsake you’)
 4 AM  Pray for our community. 
 (Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do good. Seek justice. Help 
the oppressed. Defend the cause of orphans. Fight 
for the rights of widows.)
 5 AM  Pray for our nation and the world. 
 (Psalm 47: 2 and 7-8  For the Lord Most High is 
awesome, he great King over all the earth. … For 
God is the King of all earth, sing to him a psalm of 
praise. God reigns over the nations; God is seated 
on his holy throne.)
 6 AM   Pray for our leaders in government to 
make godly decisions. 
 (Psalm 22:27-28 All the ends of the earth will re-
member and turn to the Lord, and all families of the 
nations will bow down before him, for dominion be-
longs to the Lord and he rules over the nations.)
 7 AM  Pray for schools. 
 (Isaiah 54:13: All your children shall be taught 
by the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your 
children)
 8 AM  Pray for our leaders in the United Method-
ist Church. Give them godly wisdom and help them 
to make decisions that will glorify God. 
 (Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves 
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, 
which he obtained with his own blood.)
 9 AM  Pray that God will guide and direct our 
church leadership. 
 (Acts 14:23 And when they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, with prayer and fasting 
they committed them to the Lord in whom they had 
believed.)
 10 AM  Pray for God to guide and direct our 
church so that we may be his hands and feet in a 
hurting world.
 (Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man came not 
to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.”)

 11 AM   Pray for God to guide and direct us in-
dividually on how to be good neighbors to those 
around us. So that we might reflect the love and 
mission of Christ.  
 (Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.”)
 NOON  Pray for God to grant Pastor Lynn and 
his family favor in their move and bless their family 
during their time here in Brandenburg.  
 (1 Timothy 5:17 Let the elders who rule well be 
considered worthy of double honor, especially those 
who labor in preaching and teaching.)
 1 PM  Pray for God to guide and direct Pas-
tor Lynn as he transitions into the pastoral role at 
Brandenburg United Methodist Church.  
 (1 Peter: 1-2 To the elders among you, I appeal 
as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings 
who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be 
shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 
watching over them- not because you must, but be-
cause you are willing, as God wants you to be.)
 2 PM  Pray that God will bless the members of 
our church body to feel personal spiritual growth in 
their lives. That they make be closer in their rela-
tionship to you.  
 (2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and forever! Amen)
 3 PM  Pray that there will be a revival of your 
spirit and love in our world.  
 (Joel 2:28-29 “And afterward, I will pour out my 
Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your 
young men will see visions. Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days.”)
 4 PM  Pray that the spiritual influences that create 
hate and wickedness would be bound and cast out.  
 (Matthew 18:18 “Truly, I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and what-
ever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”)
 5 PM  Pray that the Lord hears our prayers and 
blesses them.  (Jeremiah 29:12 “Then you will call 
upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen 
to you.”)

PRAYER VIGIL CONCLUDES AT 6 P.M. 
SATURDAY, JUNE 13
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 Happy JUNE! Wow....summer break is officially 
here and it has been a wild ride to get here! Our 
TRIBE has stepped up to serve our community 
during this time. We started the Summer Snack 
Bag ministry the first official day of Summer Break 
on Thursday, May 14. We planned a meal in a bag 
consisting of a grilled burger, chips, oatmeal 
cream pie, and bottle of water and offered it to 
our community in an outdoor, drive by style. Cars 
were lined, up and on the first night we served 155 
meals. We prepared 250 and wound up taking the 
leftover meals to our EMT, Dispatch, Guard Shack 
at Doe Valley, and to the Men’s League who were 
playing at the MAC that evening. It was a great 
testimony and act of service from our church and 
very well received.

 On week 2, May 21, we grilled hot dogs and 
packed bags with chips, cookies, and a bottle of 
water. We prepared 125 meals and served them 
all! 
 On week 3, May 28, we again prepared 125 
meals with a menu of pulled pork sandwiches, 
chips, Oreo cookies, and a fruit cup! 
 We plan to continue this ministry each Thurs-

day until our regular Love In Action resumes. What 
a blessing it has been for our youth to serve oth-
ers, masks and gloves and all!
 While our mission trip to Charleston, South 
Carolina, was cancelled, we were able to travel to 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee, for a weekend retreat enti-
tled Relentless. We spent the weekend relentlessly 
pursuing Christ and our relationship with Him. Fun 
was had by all as we enjoyed our cabin with its 

own private basketball court, hot tubs, pool, and 
game room! Hiking and rafting rounded out our 
time together. 
 Thank you so much to Stace and Christy McEl-
fresh for volunteering to attend, shop, cook, and 
serve all of our meals so we could avoid restau-
rants! Hats off to Emma Wilson, Katie Wilson, and 
Heather Wilson for traveling with us and leading 
worship and small groups! We were all blessed by 
each of them.
 While our daily lives may be impacted and masks 
have become a new normal and things seem so 
crazy and out of balance right now, one thing re-
mains steady---Jesus! I want to encourage you to 
lean in and snuggle up with the love and promises 
of Jesus during these times. We have learned that 
He Relentlessly pursues us as much as we need to 
be Relentlessly pursuing Him. Wow, what a rela-
tionship that comes out of those efforts!

   Love In Christ,
   Kelly Wilson

Please see page 6 for additional pictures. 





Brandenburg United Methodist Church has supported Bible Translation Missionary Carol Pebley for many years now. 
She was recently diagnosed with breast cancer and has returned to the United States for treatment. She is staying with 
her mother and her mother’s husband in New Haven, Indiana. 

 On Friday, May 22, I had two doctor appointments at Community Health Hospital on the north side of 
Indianapolis. The first doctor was a breast surgeon. He said that I am a good candidate for lumpectomy. 
So the plan is lumpectomy followed by radiation. Chemotherapy will be decided on later after the surgery 
when they can test the lymph nodes for cancer. If the margin of the lump that he removes is positive for 
cancer then I will have to do a mastectomy. But he feels like I have a good chance that will not happen. 
Since it was Friday before the Memorial Day weekend, no date has yet been set for surgery. Also, I need 
to get some pre-surgery tests.
 A plastic surgeon also examined me so that in case I do have to have a mastectomy, we already will 
know whether I am a good candidate for reconstruction of the breast. He said that I am a good candidate 
for either implant or what they call DIEP where they take stomach tissue to reconstruct the breast.
 During my 12 days of quarantine, I continued checking 1 and 2 Thessalonians in the Guina-ang lan-
guage with the Greek and the commentaries. Where I found any issue with accuracy, clarity or naturalness 
of the translation, I wrote a comment to explain to the translation team the problem I see and to request 
them to make revisions. I also worked on Revelation in Tagakaulo, looking at how the translation team 
there made revisions and writing further comments when needed. Each of these checks I am doing takes 
several rounds of my commenting and the team revising. It can take up to 6 or 7 rounds sometimes before 
the book is completed and ready for publication. Because I may go on medical leave for some months 
when my treatment begins, I want to get as much done on these checks as I can. 

Praise God for these:
 • A good safe trip home and gifts for the airfare.
 • Loving and supportive family and friends who are willing to help me in quarantine and in treatment 
for cancer.
 • Fely who is left at my house in Manila taking care of everything including the dogs, cats and the car.
 • Good time with my niece and her husband and now after quarantine, with my mother and her hus-
band in New Haven.
 • Gifts that people have given for the medical expenses.
Please pray for these:
 • The date of my lumpectomy will be scheduled soon.
 • I can find a place where they can soon do the chest x-ray, ECG and blood tests so my surgery is not 
delayed.
 • COVID-19 will quickly end, lives will be saved and many will come to know God during this time of 
hardship.
 • God’s help to me as I continue to work on the consultant check of Guina-ang 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
and to look at the revisions in Tagakaulo Revelation.

Blessings,
Carol Pebley

Current Mailing Address
Carol Pebley
342 State Road 930 East
New Haven IN 46774
Landline 260-493-4064
Cell phone: 260-804-2257
Email carol_pebley@sil.org

Online link to partner with me in praying or giving:
https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/EFCF8F

Financial Contributions:
Wycliffe Bible Translators
P.O. Box 628200
Orlando FL 32862-8200
Phone 1-800-992-5433
Email: info_usa@wycliffe.org <mailto:info_usa@
wycliffe.org>

Wycliffe accepts tax-deductible gifts by mail or at 
www.wycliffe.org. If by mail, please include a
separate note indicating, “Preference for the 
Wycliffe ministry of Carol Pebley, Account number
222221.”



THE STEEPLE BELL
Brandenburg United Methodist Church
215 Broadway
Brandenburg, KY 40108

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

ORGANIZED 1829
JUNE 2020 EDITION
PASTOR: Jeff Carter

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:00 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: pastor@bburgumc.org
SECRETARY’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: Sandy.Horan@bburgumc.org

WEBSITE: www.brandenburgumc.com
CHURCH PHONE NUMBER: (270) 422-2810

CHURCH FAX NUMBER: 270-422-5771

(1) Debbie Weber, (2) Tommy Calarco, Christopher Kerrick (3) Zane Tanner 
(4) Kody Kennedy, Don Martin, Rick Nelson, (5) Chrisitan Barnard, Maris 
Selski-Green, Quinn McCarthy, (7) Cassie Emert, Jared Richardson, 
(8) Mitchell Crump, (9) Kenneth Wayne (11) Ian Boyer, Jennifer Honaker, 
Kristen Martin, David (Thomas) Wilson II, (13) Simone Davisson, Caleb 
Sager, Dawn Scholl, (14) Joe Gupton, Melissa McAleer (15) Lydia Pike, Ed 
(Wayne) Weber, (17) Roslyn Stull, Margaurette (Sarah)Tupman (18) Jeannie 
Hale, Rachael Harreld, Rhonda White, (19) Anita Hurst, (20) Stacy Blackburn, 
Frank Garrett, (21) Jessica Barksdale, Tara Barksdale, (21) Thomas McAleer, 
Norah Schoenbaechler, Joan Wilson, (22) James Phillips (23) Jenna Neff, 
(24) Cheri Lawrence, (25) Audria Gladson-Richmond, Betty McCreery, Sue 
Mitcham, Judy Stone, (26) Victoria Dame, Erik Mann, (28) Deborah Qualls, 

(29) Valerie Redmond, Jason Sager, Sheila Smith, 
Lynne Trotter, (30) Tyler Bohannon, Phyllis Melton Follow us on Social Media!

QR code for
online giving

Brandenburg United Methodist Church

@BburgUMC                                     

bburgumc


