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Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

	 As	I	was	unpacking	my	stuff	in	the	office,	I	started	
to	put	some	wooden	sailboats	on	a	top	shelf.	I	start-
ed	with	the	tallest	boat	and	couldn’t	get	it	to	fit,	so	I	
moved	the	shelf	down	a	notch	and	tried	again.	This	
time	it	fit	–	sort	of	–	it	had	a	little	lean,	but	was	go-
ing	to	work.	I	then	went	to	the	next	one,	which	had	
to	have	a	little	lean	as	well	and	then	started	putting	
the	others	up.	The	self	was	getting	full	pretty	quickly	
and	I	looked	at	how	many	more	I	had	in	the	box	and	
thought,	“Maybe	I	don’t	need	to	put	these	up.”
	 In	my	office	at	Park	UMC,	I	had	a	large	shelf	that	
held	all	the	boats	and	above	it	I	hung	a	picture	I	had	
gotten	from	the	staff	at	St.	Luke	UMC	in	Lexington	
as	a	going	away	gift	after	doing	youth	ministry	there	
for	7	years.	It	is	a	picture	of	Jesus	in	a	boat	with	the	
disciples	with	the	words	“peace	be	still.”	It	all	sort	of	
went	 together	 there.	But	here	 I	 thought,	 “Maybe	 I	
don’t	need	to	put	these	up.”	So	I	packed	them	up	in	
a	box.	All	expect	one.	
	 I	didn’t	pack	the	first	one	I	got.	 It	 is	a	cute	 little	
boat.	I	got	during	Michelle	and	mine’s	honeymoon	
in	Kennebunkport,	ME.	When	I	got	it,	I	didn’t	realize	
I	would	get	others.	People	just	got	them	for	me,	so	
I	started	a	collection	I	never	intended	to	have.
	 As	I	sat	and	stared	at	the	first	little	boat,	I	was	re-
minded	of	our	honeymoon,	our	wedding	and	all	the	
joy	 that	has	followed.	This	July	Michelle	and	I	will	
celebrate	25	years	of	marriage.	(Thanks	for	putting	
up	with	me,	Shell).	And	that	little	boat	reminds	me	
of	the	start	of	our	journey.
	 As	I	was	thinking	about	all	this,	I	started	thinking	
about	what	Jesus	said	about	the	Church	in	Ephe-
sus	in	the	second	chapter	of	Revelation.	Jesus	tells	
them	He	knows	 their	deeds,	 their	hard	work,	and	

their	perseverance,	but	then	He	goes	on	and	says,	
“Yet	I	hold	this	against	you:	You	have	forsaken	your	
first	 love.”	 (Revelation	2:4)	Or	 think	of	 it	 this	way.	
You	have	so	many	ships	on	the	shelf	that	you	forgot	
about	the	one	that	started	it	all.	
	 I	want	to	encourage	you	to	remember	when	you	
first	 came	 to	 Christ	 or	 those	moments	 when	 you	
tell	Him	you	are	His.	Remember	the	joy,	the	excite-
ment,	the	peace,	and	the	love.	Are	there	things	we	
have	let	clutter	our	lives	so	that	we	have	forgotten	
our	first	love?	The	Church	at	Ephesus	still	had	good	
deeds,	they	still	worked	hard,	they	still	endured	and	
persevered,	but	 they	had	 forgotten	 their	first	 love,	
forgotten,	the	why	behind	the	deeds,	the	work,	the	
endurance.	 Has	 our	 shelf	 become	 covered,	 even	
with	good	things,	and	we	have	forgotten	why	it	all	
started?
	 As	I	join	you	in	this	journey,	my	prayer	is	that	we	
will	remember	–	again	–	our	first	love.	Why	we	came	
to	Christ.	The	love	we	experienced	and	shared.	The	
hope	that	called	us	forward.	
	 I	want	to	leave	you	with	these	words	from	the	writ-
er	of	Hebrews.	“See	to	it,	brothers,	that	none	of	you	
has	a	sinful,	unbelieving	heart	that	turns	away	from	
the	living	God.	But	encourage	one	another	daily,	as	
long	as	it	is	called	Today,	so	that	none	of	you	may	be	
hardened	by	sin’s	deceitfulness.	We	have	come	to	
share	in	Christ	if	we	hold	firmly	till	the	end	the	confi-
dence	we	had	at	first.”	(Hebrews	3:12-14)	
	 Encourage	one	another	 daily.	 Let	 us	 hold	 onto	
firmly	what	we	held	onto	at	first.	
	 I	am	so	looking	forward	to	this	journey	with	you,	
but	I	want	us	to	remember	where	and	why	it	started	
for	us	so	we	don’t	get	 turned	around	and	working	
for	the	wrong	reason.	Remember	your	first	love.

   Because of Him,
    Pastor Lynn 
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Leadership Council Update
In-Person Services
 In-person services continue with one service in each 
of the worship centers (Family Life Center at 9 a.m. and 
Sanctuary at 11 a.m.). Seating is limited to allow for 
social distancing, and pre-registration is required. Live 
streaming of services will continue, and worshiping on-
line remains a valid choice. 
Love in Action/Halftime Meals
 Our two primary food ministries are in need of new 
leadership. This may be the time to pursue finding one 
food service coordinator to plan, shop and direct meal 
prep for both Wednesday and Thursday evening meals. 
Finance Team Report
 We are now 41 percent into the year with 41 percent 
of budget received and 31 percent of budget expended. 
At the beginning of the pandemic, the Kentucky An-
nual Conference instituted a grace period for apportion-

ments. As the church is in a position to pay the apportion-
ments, council was in consensus to do so.  
Building Update
 Ron Barger advised the burning bushes on the street 
side of the church were removed, and two large shrubs on 
either side of the front porch stairs were relocated. The 
cross and flame on the building will be repaired. Touchless 
faucets have been installed in the rest rooms. Work con-
tinues on the roofing, eaves and windows to address water 
intrusion issues The front porch has been removed and a 
new footer already in place. The permitting process for the 
next phase (renovation/addition) of the project will begin 
in the very near future.  
SPRC Update
 Denise Corley advised the next step after bidding Pas-
tor Jeff and Denise farewell will be to welcome Pastor 
Lynn and his family to Brandenburg. Volunteers will be 
asked to host small group meet & greets as large gather-
ings are still not possible. 

Clockwise from top left: Sanctuary entrance/porch footer. 
Installation of eaves and gutters and repair of windows to 
address water intrusion issues. Power washing to prepare 
for  fresh paint. Fresh paint applied to atrium side. 
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	 Greetings	to	all	our	BUMC	Kids!	Hope	everyone	
is	enjoying	their	summer	so	far!	I	have	missed	seeing	
everyone.
	 I	 hope	 you	 have	 enjoyed	 the	weekly	 Children's	
Sermon	videos,	songs	and	activities.	 I	am	going	 to	
continue	sending	them	until	further	notice.	
 
Parents of BUMC Kids:
	 Please	watch	your	email	 for	a	BUMC	Kids	Sur-
vey.	I	will	be	sending	it	out	in	a	couple	of	weeks.	I	am	
seeking	your	input	on	various	children's	topics.
	 I	wanted	to	share	with	you	that	Ms.	Tiffany,	Owen,	
William	and	Mr.	Jason	have	officially	moved	 to	Ha-
waii	and	are	settling	 in.	 I	will	get	 their	new	address	
and	share	with	our	group.	I	am	sure	they	would	love	
to	hear	from	their	BUMC	family.

   In His Name,
    Ms. Lesley

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

Self-judgment

	 I	 look	 back	 on	my	 life	 and	 look	 at	 all	 the	wrong	
turns	 I	have	 taken.	 I	struggle	 to	 trust	my	own	 judg-
ment	when	I	try	to	make	decisions	regarding	career,	
home	and	family.	Insecurities	and	shame	can	cripple	
me	to	the	point	I	sometimes	find	it	hard	to	even	talk	to	
people.	
	 That’s	what	the	enemy	wants,	isn’t	it?	He	wants	us	
to	focus	on	our	past	mistakes	and	disregard	that	God	
did	not	send	his	Son	into	the	world	to	condemn	the	
world,	but	to	save	the	world	through	him.	(John	3:17).	
Now	if	the	creator	of	the	universe	does	not	condemn	
me,	 who	 am	 I	 to	 condemn	myself?	We	 are	 not	 to	
judge	others	and	we	are	not	to	hang	ourselves	with	
self-judgment	either.	Rather,	we	are	to	learn	from	our	
mistakes	and	seek	wisdom	and	guidance	when	mak-
ing	decisions	in	the	future.	

Father God, 
 Shine a light on the path you’d have me take and 
hide from my mind’s eye that which would distract 
me from what you intend for me. I put my life in your 
hands, Lord. 
 Be with those who struggle with insecurities and 
shame to feel your love and know that you do not 
condemn them, but have come to set them free. Help 
them to let go of their self-judgment and claim re-
lease from the shackles that keep them from looking 
up and seeing your grace.

    Amen

Stephanie Johnson

Happy Independence Day

Sundays at BUMC
9	a.m.	 Contemporary	Service,	Family	Life	Center
11	a.m.	Traditional	Service,	Sanctuary

Please	note:	both	services	will	be	live-streamed:
https://www.facebook.com/BrandenburgUnitedMethodistChurch 
or
https://Brandenburg-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/live

As	we	return	to	limited	in-person	services,	seating	
will	be	limited,	and	pre-registration	will	be	required.	
To	reserve	space,	please	visit	our	Web	site	and	
click	on	the	pre-registration	link.	Pre-registration	will	
open	on	Monday	and	close	on	Saturday	or	when	all	
spots	are	filled,	whichever	comes	first.	You	may	also	
call	the	church	office	at	270-422-2810	to	make	your	
reservation.
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