
January 2023 Steeple Bell Update

 Last week a good friend and I went up to 
Pennsylvania to attend a visitation and funeral 
for the mother of one of our good friends. The 
morning after the visitation my scripture reading 
was 1 Peter. At the beginning of 1 Peter, you 
hear this: 
 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 
us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil 
or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through 
faith are shielded by God’s power until the com-
ing of the salvation that is ready to be revealed 
in the last time. 
    – 1 Peter 1:3-5

	 It	was	the	fifth	verse	I	was	drawn	to,	in	
particular the phrase, “who through faith are 
shielded by God’s power.” As I thought about 
that phrase, I was of course drawn to the armor 
of God passage in Ephesians 6. Ephesians 
6:16 says “In addition to all this, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 
the	flaming	arrows	of	the	evil	one.”	If	I	just	look	
at that verse in Ephesians, it sounds like faith 
is my shield, but that is not the case. Let me 
remind	you	of	that	fifth	verse	in	1	Peter	again,	
“who through faith are shielded by God’s pow-
er.” God’s power is what shields. You can see 
the same thing at the beginning of the armor of 
God passage. Ephesians 6:10-11 says it like 
this: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his 
mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so 
that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes.”
 As I sat in this small United Methodist church 
in a one stoplight town waiting for the funeral to 
begin, I continued my prayers for the family, the 
church and community and by name my friend. 

As I did this, I was drawn to the thought of the 
part we play in God’s shielding. I don’t know if 
my friend was in a place to pray, but I could lift 
up him and his family in that moment. I can’t 
take the pain, but I can surround him with love, 
carry other weights he doesn’t need to carry in 
that moment. I wonder if that is shielding. 
 Remember how the emperor penguins make 
it through the winter with their young ones. They 
form a huddle, packed in tight, and then they ro-
tate. Those in the center make their way to the 
outside of the huddled mass of penguins, taking 
the brunt of the blowing wind and cold. But they 
don’t remain on the perimeter for long; soon 
there is a shift and others take their place in the 
outside, and they creep closer to the center. I 
know that is shielding. Is that what we do? 
 As believers, we come around others out 
of love, giving out of what God has given us, 
knowing it is all His. Paul tells us in 1 Corin-
thians	12:26,	“If	one	part	suffers,	every	part	
suffers	with	it.”	I	think	this	is	where	shielding	
comes into play. Paul will say it this way in 2 
Corinthians 8:14: “At the present time your 
plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn 
their plenty will supply what you need.” Do you 
hear the idea of shielding? It is absolutely al-
ways God, but He invites us into His work. It is 
not	just	an	act	of	compassion	or	care,	but	also	
an act of trust and faith. 
 It is good for us to remember that what you 
or I see as a simple act of kindness, the per-
son receiving may see as an act of God – even 
a shielding of God by His mighty power. This 
year, I know you and I need to be shielded, and 
we have faith that God, by His power, is doing 
more than we can see. But I also know there 
will be times when we need to step in for oth-
ers, with prayers, a helping hand, a word of 
grace and love, an encouraging visit, a gener-
ous gift. Don’t forget to rotate to the outside, 
believing that you will be shielded as well.

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn
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Dear BUMC,

 I wanted to thank you for remembering my dad, 
Wayne Martin, during your All Saints Day service. I was 
deeply moved. My dad was so blessed to have Mary in 
his life (and ours). He always enjoyed fellowshipping 
with the folks at BUMC. Thank you for always making 
him feel welcome. 

   God Bless,
   Fay Knott

Golden 
Angels

 The Golden Angels Ministry served 
72 families in 2022, providing each 
with a $65 Kroger gift card, along with 
a decorated mug and a Christmas card 
with a hand-written note. 

 Many thanks to all who donated for this program 
which provides gifts to the senior adults (Golden Angels) 
of our community. That’s what made it all possible! 

  Linda Dee Ames
  Golden Angels Coordinator

Dear Church Family,

 Thank you for the gifts, cards and 
good wishes extended to us this 
Christmas season. Thank you, also, 

for the gift from SPRC and our church family. 
We are grateful to be in fellowship and service 
with you and wish you a joyous and blessed 
new year. 

  Pastor Lynn & BUMC Staff
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New year, new you ...
2 Corinthians 5:17 
 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new.
Isaiah 43:18-19 
 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 
past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs 
up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in 
the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.

 I have a tendency to think too much on all the 
mistakes I have made in my life. The more I think 
about it, the more hopeless and depressed I be-
come. When I pray and meditate in His word,  
peace	fills	my	heart.	In	Christ	we	are	a	new	crea-
tion. In Christ our former mistakes are forgiven. He 
makes a way in our inmost being to build a new 
heart and spur us on to new paths. Instead of mak-
ing a new year’s resolution to do this or that better, 
maybe we can resolve to take the time to seek out 
Christ and He will make us into a new creation. He 
will clean the wilderness and wastelands from our 
hearts and minds. 

Father God, 
 Let us seek you with our whole heart and mind. Let 
your perfect peace flow like a river into the wastelands 
and wilderness of our hearts and minds. Make us into a 
new creation. Guide us in growing into the new being you 
have created us to be. 
  Amen  

 We will resume weekly prayer 
gatherings on Thursdays at 6 p.m. 

beginning January 5. 
Please join us as we come 
prayerfully before the Lord.

Stephanie Johnson

 Our January communion offering will be for Hu-
man Relations Day. This is one of the six yearly United 
Methodist church-wide offerings. Human Relations 
Day calls the church to recognize the right of all God’s 
children to realize their potential as human beings.
 It also supports programs for community develop-
ment voluntary services and police-community relations. 
Your offering provides a secure foundation for God’s 
children of all ages. More than thirty church-based 
community developers work in racial and ethnic minor-
ity communities in the United States and Puerto Rico 
providing vital outreach.
 Your offering on Human Relations Day models 
Christ’s love through:
• Local church youth offender rehabilitation projects 
that match United Methodist mentors with first-time, 
nonviolent young offenders;
• A multiracial network of grass-roots social justice 
organizations related to United Methodist Voluntary 
Service.
 God calls us to model Christ’s love in our churches 
and communities and to lead others to Christ. Please 
give generously on Human Relations Day. Your gift can 
make a world of difference!

JANUARY COMMUNION OFFERING
Human Relations Sunday

 Thank you, Brandenburg United 
Methodist Church Family, for your 
support of the Thanksgiving campaign 
– Thankful Giving – which enabled 
the Meade County Clothes Closet and 
Food Pantry to provide food baskets 
filled	with	the	ingredients	for	a	Thanks-

giving meal. 
 Your continued generosity in providing non-
perishable food items to the Food Pantry is also 
much appreciated. 

  Charlotte Shepard
  BUMC Mission Team Co-Chair
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 HAPPY 2023!
 Welcome to a new year!  The Tribe is looking forward 
to growth and rejuvenation this year!
 First of all, THANK YOU to every person who baked 
or bid at our Annual Youth Bake Auction on December 
18!  We raised a record $2,940 worth of blessings from 
you, and I promise we will use those funds to grow in 
our relationships with Christ and as a youth group. We 
appreciate you!

Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, January 1
 11:00 a.m. Combined Worship Service
Sunday, January 8,15, 22, 29
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
Monday, January  9, 16, 23, 30
  6:00 p.m. Scouts
Tuesday, January  10, 17, 24, 31
 10:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
 6:00 p.m. Scouts
Wednesday, January 11, 18, 25
 6:45 a.m. Brothers in Christ
 5:45 p.m. Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Halftime groups and classes - all ages
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal
Thursday, January 5, 12, 19, 26
 9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ
 6:00 p.m. Hour of Prayer in Sanctuary
Saturday, January 7, 14, 21, 28
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

Current Events:
Sunday, January 15
 1:00 p.m. 5th- and 6th-graders to 
  Skateland in Elizabethtown
 6:00 p.m. Leadership Council meets

JANUARY CALENDAR
Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
Greeters
Atrium: TBD
FLC Entrance: TBD
Ushers: Mary Ann Plemmons, Mary Lou Lotz
 Jean Walls and Joyce Barley  
Welcome Center: TBD

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
Greeters
Atrium: TBD
Sanctuary Entrance: TBD
Ushers: Ron Barger contacts ushers
Communion Servers: Jane Slinger, Warren Slinger
Welcome Center: TBD
Tellers:  Mary Lee Ernst, Peggy Darnall
Follow-up for First-Time Guests:
 Ilene Aerbersold, Joan Wilson

Children’s Moment:
January 8 Earlene Bohannon
January 15 Bill Adams
January 22 T. Parker (9), Jon Miller (11)
January 29 Val Goins (9), Lesley Wilson (11)

Hospitality: Provide food/Staff cafe
January 1 Sandra Stone
January 8 Stephanie Johnson
January 15 Joy Adams
January 22 Sandra Stone
January 29 Jane Slinger

SERVING ON SUNDAY IN JANUARY 

 With the holidays behind us, we are excited to be 
attending Winter Blitz in Louisville February 3-5. This is 
coordinated by the Kentucky Annual Conference with 
music provided by the Asbury Worship Team.  We are 
excited to attend with other youth groups from across 
the state of Kentucky!
 We are also working toward raising our funds and 
building our mission team for our mission trip to Love-
land, Colorado this June.  On March 18, we will be 
hosting an indoor yard sale in the FLC to raise money 
for our trip.  We will begin collecting items at church on 
Wednesday evening, March 15.  So begin thinking about 
all of that spring cleaning you can do!
 More to come as we dive into 2023!  

   Lots of love,
   Kelly

Halftime resumes 
Wednesday, January 11

5:45 p.m. Halftime Meal
6:30 p.m. Classes and groups for all ages
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal
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Monthly Gathering for 5th- and 6th-graders
Sunday, January 15 – Hardin County Skateland

We will meet at BUMC at 1 p.m. and travel to 
Hardin County Skateland. 

We will return to the church building at 4 p.m. 
The cost is $7 plus any snacks you may want. 
Any questions may be directed to Pastor Lynn. 

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

 The 2022 BUMC Kids Christmas program – A 
Christmas Yarn – was a whole lot of fun for eve-
ryone involved. 
 Many thanks to Ms. Mimi, Ms. Heather, Ms. 
Kayla and Ms. Melissa for all their help with mak-
ing this program such a success! 
 Beginning January 11, BUMC Kids will have a 
Wednesday night group for grades K-3 and an-
other	for	grades	4-6.	Please	join	us	on	Wednes-
day nights, and see what it’s all about!

   In His Name,
  Ms. Lesley

Fifth Sunday Offering
 Sunday, January 29, will be a Fifth Sunday. Our spe-
cial offering on this day will go to the United Methodist 
Homes for Children and Youth. This offering is vital in 
supporting the ministry to abused, neglected and hurting 
children and youth. It enables us to help give hope to these 
children for a brighter future. 
 Please give generously and help our Methodist Homes 
offer these children a chance to live in God’s grace and 
abundant love.
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