
January 2022 Update

Ephesians 4:20-24 
 20 That is not the way you learned Christ! 21 For 
surely you have heard about him and were taught 
in him, as truth is in Jesus. 22 You were taught to put 
away your former way of life, your old self, corrupt 
and deluded by its lusts, 23 and to be renewed in the 
spirit of your minds, 24 and to clothe yourselves with 
the new self, created according to the likeness of 
God in true righteousness and holiness.

 There are a couple of great phrases in this pas-
sage of scripture I want us to think about as we 
enter a new year. The first is “the way you learned 
Christ.” Knowledge, understanding – these are all 
things we receive and are taught. We receive from 
the grace of God and are taught through the means 
of His grace. His scripture, His people, His direc-
tion, His presence, His power, and His purpose (just 
to name a few). 
 And so I ask you as we begin a new year, what is 
the way you are learning Christ? And the question 
that follows is how are you putting your learning into 
practice? Do you have a plan for learning? If we re-
ally desire to learn Christ, we need to be intentional. 
Yes, we know that God is gracious and merciful 
and at work even when we are not, but that doesn’t 
mean we don’t work as well. What is your plan? 
When is your time to be alone with God? What is 
your plan to be in the scriptures? What is your plan 
to be encouraged by and be encouraging to the 
body of Christ? What is your plan to be strength-
ened by and to be strengthening the body of Christ? 
What is your plan for listening to and living out the 

call He gives you? 
 The second phrase I want us to see in this pas-
sage is this: “clothe yourself with the new self, 
created according to the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness.” I hope that phrase 
“likeness of God” takes you back to creation and 
the idea of being created in the image of God. But, 
as we know, we have disfigured that image in our 
rebellion. Instead of being in the image or likeness 
of God, we decided we would rather be god, have 
our way, go after our desire, believing they would 
give us the best life. This is why we have this call to 
put on the new self, because Christ has done the 
crucifying work and the old self can be put aside 
(put to death), and God still wants us to find our life 
in His – which changes our image.
 One thing I want to make sure we do, though, 
is not only focus on “what” the likeness looks like – 
the actions, the activities, the work. But also – and 
maybe even more importantly – know “why” it looks 
that way. This is why renewal is needed, the re-
newal of our mind (see verse 23) and the receiving 
of a new heart. God’s action come out of His heart, 
character, nature. This is where ours comes from as 
well. I pray that this new year you and I have a plan 
of how we are going to be taught and how we are 
going to allow God to renew us that we may be in 
His likeness. 
 The world, if left without a witness, will create God 
in its own image, instead of knowing a God who cre-
ated us to be in His likeness. One of the jobs of the 
church is to be that witness. May our plan align with 
God’s plan, that we may be renewed and made new 
so this world will see and hear what the heart of God 
is like and the life that is found there.

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn Beach
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Teams of Ten Pilot Program
 This winter/spring we are wanting to do a pilot pro-
gram for something we are calling “Teams of Ten,” 
although that name may change.  Below is the de-
scription and our hope for the groups.

Description
 A team of ten is group of around 10 people who 
will watch over each other in love and encourage 
each other on their journey to be a disciple who has 
a heart and mind like Jesus. Each group will give 
everyone a place and people to share and serve 
with, helping everyone find their purpose and place.
 They also create spaces and places where each 
team can focus together on inviting people into 
their community (team), giving those invited a place 
where they can belong, as they see and hear what it 
is to believe in Christ, be His disciple, and hear the 
invitation to follow Christ.

Our hope is that these groups will:
 Meet weekly, share their lives together, learn to-
gether (these are not Bible studies though), pray 
with and for each other, plan and do outreach and 
missions together, care for one another in times of 
need and celebration, have times of fellowship out-
side their regular meeting time, and encourage each 
other on their journey to be and look like Jesus.
 If you read this and think, “I want that” or “I think 
that would be so good” or “I think that would be an 
interesting experiment,” we are asking you to let us 
know you are interested and would be willing to be 
part of one of our pilot Teams of Ten.
 Teams of Ten will begin the week of January 19 (the 
Wednesday night half-time groups begin/resume). 
Wednesday, January 12, will be our kickoff, so no 
groups will meet that night.  Groups do not have to 
meet on Wednesday night, but some may choose to.  
Some may meet Sunday during the Sunday school 
hour or Sunday evening or another day of the week 
completely. 
 The Teams of Ten pilot program will conclude near 
the end of May (as the school year is winding down). 
It is our hope, however, that some groups will con-
tinue through the remainder of the year. 
 If this is something you are interested in, please 
email or talk with Scott Bogard (sbogard8389@
gmail.com) or Erin King  (kaethe811@gmail.com).
 We can’t wait to see what God may do through 
this exploration.

Newcomers Gathering/Lunch
Sunday January 9, noon-ish
 If you are new to BUMC (at this moment our 
definition of new is pretty broad, so if you have 
started coming since the Beaches arrived), we 
want to invite you to a lunch on Sunday, January 
9, right after the 11:00 a.m. worship service. We 
want to make sure people get to meet the staff and 
hear about what is happening within the church. If 
nothing else, it will be a time for us to be together 
and share a meal and for me to share my heart 
with you. 
 If you would like to come, please email Lynn 
(lynn.beach@bburgumc.org) or call the church 
office (270-422-2810) and let us know. Our hope is 
to have these gatherings more regularly, but since 
life hasn’t been all that regular lately, we’ll start with 
this one. 
 Looking forward to spending this time with you.

    Lynn Beach

 In late winter/early spring of 2022, Brandenburg 
United Methodist Church will offer a confirmation class 
for children and youth in grades 6 and up. 
 There will be an informational meeting on Sunday, 
January 16, at 5:30 p.m. Eight weeks of classes will be 
held Sundays at 5:30 p.m. beginning January 23. The 
confirmation class will not meet on February 20, April 3 
and 10 (Sundays on either side of spring break), and on 
a date to be announced once the spring youth retreat has 
been scheduled. 
 Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday April 24.
 Please feel free to talk with Lynn should you have any 
questions. 
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 As we wrap up this year (like a new minted bow…no 
pun intended), I know much of our church family will be 
getting ready to spend time with family and friends. This 
has truly been a year to celebrate the goodness of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. It has been a year of trials and triumphs, 
and I can personally say it has been one for the record 
books. Our teaching ministry team has truly appreciated 
your support and dedication to furthering our efforts to 
connect people with Christ. It hasn’t been easy, from 
finding a location for people to meet to understanding 
the correct guidelines of interaction amongst ourselves, 
but it has been fruitful.
 As we kick off the New Year, our team will be devel-
oping a plan of action where we can really get to know 
our new building addition better and creating new ways 
for community and church members to connect through 
the discipline of learning about Christ. We already have 
some small groups forming and collaborating to warmly 
welcome both new followers and seasoned members into 
our church community. The list of those upcoming small 
group classes will be released on January 12. During our 
launch and kick-off dinner at the church, our small group 
leaders will have the opportunity to provide a synopsis 
of the study they will be leading, and we will have sign-
up sheets for those interested in joining one of the small 
group sessions. 
 Until then, enjoy family, friends, festivities, and the 
goodness Jesus Christ has bestowed upon us. With love, 
from Gail and me, we wish you all a very Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year!

Teaching Ministry Team
Jodi Witt, Gail Dreitzler

 Brandenburg United Methodist Church has entered 
an exciting new chapter with the completion of an ex-
tensive renovation/addition project.  
 With improved and additional spaces to maintain, 
the church is seeking a part-time custodian to work 
alongside our custodian already on staff. 
 With the kitchen renovation scheduled to be com-
pleted within the next four to six weeks, the church 
is seeking to hire a person to serve as lead cook for 
Wednesday evening Half-time meals.
 For more information and/or to apply for either posi-
tion, please e-mail communications@bburgumc.org. 

Staff Parish Relations
Johnna Pollock, Adam Papp

Financial Peace University
 On Tuesday, January 11, 2022, at 6:30 p.m., John 
Swanson will begin a Financial Peace University class at 
Brandenburg United Methodist Church. This class is open to 
anyone, regardless of membership status in our church.
 The unique code for this class is http://fpu.com/1145081. 
You may also contact John Swanson at 517-648-9913 or 
e-mail john.jay.swanson@gmail.com for more information.

Halftime meals resume 
Wednesday, January 12
 Halftime meals for everyone will resume 
Wednesday, January 12. While the kitchen reno-
vation project continues, we will be ordering 
in food for Wednesdays. Please let us know by 
Tuesday of each week if you will be coming for 
dinner (and how many in your family group) as 
that will give us a good count for ordering food. 
You may call the church office at 270-422-2810 
or e-mail info@bburgumc.org. 

Life Journal Reading Plan
If you are looking for a Bible reading plan for 2022, we 
have some Life Journal starter plans available.  Please 
pick one up after worship or stop by and pick up from 
the church office.
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 From the bottom of our hearts, The TRIBE would 
like to thank each person who brought baked goods 
to donate or purchased those yummy treats in our 
Annual Youth Bake Auction. Our youth are blessed to 
have the support of ALL of you! Special thank you to 
Bill and Joy Adams for volunteering to run the youth 
bake auction in my absence.

 The Tribe wrapped up our fall semester with our an-
nual Christmas youth party on Wednesday, December 
15. When asked if our youth wanted to have an offsite 
party location or hang out in our new youth room, 
unanimously they selected our new youth room! My 
heart is humbled because I know how much they love 
what you have provided for them. Thank you so much 
for your continued support of our youth program...it is 
a blessing to have a special place to gather.
 The Tribe will resume Tribe Time and Youth Meet-
ings on Wednesday, January 12, after we return from 
Winter Break. I am excited for next semester and the 
opportunities it is going to present!
 One item of note: Winter Blitz will be January 21-23 
at the Kentucky Fair and Expo Center. This is an annual 
winter youth conference hosted by our Methodist Con-
ference. Details for registration will be shared soon! 

   In Christ,
    Kelly

Tribe Christmas Party 2021
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KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

 December was a busy and wonderful month for 
BUMC Kids. 

 On December 12, 2021, BUMC Kids presented 
their Christmas Program, The Forgotten Gift. Thank 
you for joining us for a wonderful presentation! 
BUMC Kids did a fantastic job and truly shared with 
us “The Best Gift of All”
 Then, on December 15, BUMC Kids held their 
Christmas Party. It was a fun-filled time of food, fel-
lowship and fun! Who knew you could make rein-
deer antlers out of pantyhose and balloons?!
 BUMC Kids Fellowship time kicks off again on 
Wednesday, January 12! Be sure to check BUMC 
Kids out to see what 2022 has in store for us!
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Friends and church family,
 
 As we have all watched the tragedy in Western Ken-
tucky and beyond unfold, I write to raise awareness 
around the destruction our United Methodist brothers and 
sisters experienced at Mayfield First United Methodist 
Church (Mayfield FUMC). 
 As you may have seen in the news, Mayfield FUMC 
was destroyed by the tornados, and its pastor barely sur-
vived, escaping the tornado’s destruction only by shelter-
ing in the church basement. 
 Much like BUMC, Mayfield FUMC has been a part of 
the bedrock of the Mayfield community since the 1800s. 
And also much like our church home, Mayfield FUMC 
has been at the core of the lives of thousands of families 
over the decades, including my friend Clarke’s family. 
Clarke’s farther was baptized at Mayfield FUMC, her 
parents married in the church, Clarke was raised in and 
by Mayfield FUMC, and a celebration of life was recent-
ly held for Clarke’s mother at Mayfield FUMC. I, and I 
imagine many of you, closely relate to how the church 
has been ever present in Clarke and her family’s lives, 
closely intertwined with life’s most important moments. 
 As we know, a church is far more than the walls it’s 
comprised of, and the Mayfield FUMC congregation has 
continued to display its resilience and faith, gathering 
to worship the Sunday after the tornadoes.  However, 
Mayfield FUMC will face innumerable challenges ahead 
as it works to rebuild its physical structure.  There are 
many immediate needs in Mayfield and beyond, and 
communities impacted by the tornadoes will require our 
support in the days, months, and years to come. Please 
keep Mayfield FUMC in your prayers, and consider sup-
porting them financially if able. You may donate directly 
to Mayfield UMC or the UMCOR US Disaster Response 
and Recovery general fund (Advance 901670). 

   With love, 
    Caroline Wilson Roberts

 The Kentucky Conference Disaster Relief Ministry 
Fund has also set up Disaster Response Advance 200902. 
The Kentucky Conference is partnering with local 
churches, UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on 
Relief), and many other disaster response organizations. 
They are also coordinating immediate and long-term 
efforts with fellow United Methodists in the Tennessee-
Western Kentucky Conference. 

Building Project Update
Ron Barger, Building Committee

 The final phase of the building program, the expansion 
and renovation of the kitchen, began on Monday, De-
cember 6, 2021.
 The project encompasses the reconfiguration of the 
kitchen by relocating a major portion of the kitchen 
into the old storage room, upgrading the HVAC system, 
installing an on demand water heater, and replacement 
of the current stove with a new commercial grade cook 
stove.  A “mop up closet” is also being incorporated into 
the renovation.  This will place our facility in compli-
ance with current regulations regarding commercial food 
preparation areas.  
 To provide better access and pedestrian flow to the 
Gym/Worship Center, a second hallway is being added.  
This new hallway will be located directly across from the 
church’s business office and library.  
 The kitchen renovation has a projected completion 
date of February 1, 2022.

Tornado Response

All volunteers assisting with children and youth 
require current Safe Sanctuaries training. Jessie 
Trotter will hold two sessions in January to allow 
ample opportunity for volunteers to complete Safe 
Sanctuaries training. 
 Sunday, January 9, at 6:30 p.m. (during youth)
 Sunday, January 23, at 3:00 p.m. 

Dear Church Family,

 Thank you for the generous Christmas gift. We are 
blessed be be in fellowship and service with you.

  With love and gratitude,
	 	 Pastor	Lynn	and	BUMC	Staff
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It’s a great time for

 Halftime resumes on Wednesday, January 
12, with a fellowship meal at 5:45 p.m. There 
will be an opportunity to learn about and sign 
up for classes and groups being offered. As 
we have no kitchen facilities at present, we will 
order food in. Please let us know if you will be 
here for the meal, so we can order accordingly. 
 Classes and groups will begin Wednesday, 
January 19, at 6:30 p.m. 

Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
Ushers: Gary Bryant, MaryAnn Plemmons, 
 T. Parker, Tatum Parker, Josh & Kelly Wilson 
8:40 a.m. Greeters:  
 FLC Entrance – Shirley Aebersold
 Atrium – Steve Cannady
 Welcome Center:  Kelly Wilson
9:40 a.m. Greeter:  Angela Whitaker

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
Tellers:  Martha Pile, Jen Miller
Ushers:  Mike Smith (Lead Usher), Jay Boyer    
 Ron Pile, Ron Barger
10:40 a.m. Greeters:
 Narthex – Mike Whitaker
 Parish Hall – Karen Ilario
 Atrium - Bruno Ilario
10:40 a.m. Welcome Center: MaryLee Ernst

Children’s Moment:
January 2 Lesley Wilson 
January 9 Bill Adams  
January 16  Maggie Wilson
January 23 Johnna Pollock
January 30 T Parker (9) Jon Miller (11) 
  

SERVING ON SUNDAY IN JANUARY 

Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
 6:30 p.m. Tribe Time (begins January 9)
Monday, January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
  6:00 p.m. Scouts
Tuesday, January 4, 11, 18, 25
 10:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
Wednesday, January 12
 9:00 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study
 5:45 p.m.  Halftime Meal
	 6:30	p.m.	 Halftime	Kickoff
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Wednesday, January 19, 26
 9:00 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study
 5:45 p.m.  Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Halftime Groups/Programs, all ages
 6:30 p.m. Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 6, 20
 10:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ
Saturday, January 8, 15, 22, 29
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

Current Events:
Sunday, January 9
 noon-ish Newcomers’ Gathering/Luncheon
 6:30 p.m. Safe Sanctuaries Training
Sunday, January 16
 6:30 p.m. Ministry Team Leaders Calendaring 
  Session, Family Life Center
Sunday, January 23
 3:00 p.m. Safe Sanctuaries Training

JANUARY CALENDAR

 Our January communion offering will be for Hu-
man Relations Day. This is one of the six yearly United 
Methodist church-wide offerings. Human Relations 
Day calls the church to recognize the right of all God’s 
children to realize their potential as human beings.
 It also supports programs for community develop-
ment voluntary services and police-community rela-
tions. Your offering provides a secure foundation for 
God’s children of all ages. More than thirty church-
based community developers work in racial and ethnic 
minority communities in the United States and Puerto 
Rico providing vital outreach.
 Your offering on Human Relations Day models 
Christ’s love through:
• Local church youth offender rehabilitation projects 
that match United Methodist mentors with first-time, 
nonviolent young offenders;
• A multiracial network of grass-roots social justice 
organizations related to United Methodist Voluntary 
Service.
 God calls us to model Christ’s love in our churches 
and communities and to lead others to Christ. Please 
give generously on Human Relations Day. Your gift 
can make a world of difference!

JANUARY COMMUNION OFFERING
Human Relations Sunday
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