
January 2021 Update

 One of the things that happens in our house dur-
ing the Christmas season is that Michelle makes 
caramel corn. A lot of caramel corn. It bakes in 
the oven for an hour and the timer goes off every 
20 minutes so it can be stirred. During the stirring 
process, on occasion, a piece will fall to the floor. 
Over the years our dog has learned that when the 
timer goes off, she should come stand by the oven 
because she just might get a chance at a piece of 
caramel goodness. Today as Michelle was doing a 
final stir, a piece fell to the floor. The dog could not 
come and be there because the girls had her at 
the front door getting ready to take her for a walk, 
so I picked the piece off the floor and took it to 
her. Kaitlyn came into the kitchen wanting to get 
a piece off the tray before the walk, but Michelle 
told her not to touch that caramel corn with her 
dirty hands (she had just been putting the harness 
on the dog). After hearing Michelle’s rebuke and 
knowing she couldn’t touch the caramel corn, she 
said, “I want a piece to fall for me.” Which made 
me laugh.
 As I have thought about her comment, it made 
me think about the story in Mark 7 about the Syro-
phoenician woman. In the story (Mark 7:24-30 and 
one similar in Matthew 15:21-28), a gentile woman 
comes and begs Jesus to heal her daughter who 
is possessed by a demon. In Matthew, Jesus ig-
nores her pleas, telling his disciples he was sent 
only to the lost sheep of Israel. Then we get Jesus 
saying this line, “It is not right to take the children’s 
bread and toss it to the dogs” (Mark 7:27, Matthew 
15:26). If you are like me, you hear that line and 
think, “Ouch, that doesn’t sound like the Jesus I 
picture in my head.” But we need to see the whole 
picture of Christ in this story.  
 If you are seeking a picture of Jesus as the one 
who won’t turn away anyone who humbly comes 
to him, who sets themselves at his feet in need 
of mercy, clinging only to the hope of his grace, 
then you are in luck. The woman’s reply to Jesus 
is what Jesus is seeking from anyone – Gentile or 

Jew. She says, “Lord, even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.” She isn’t stak-
ing any claim to who she is or what she has a 
right to. She is admitting her only hope is in what 
falls from his table of grace, a table that will be 
open to all as Jesus sends out his disciples to the 
end of the earth. She displays her understanding 
that only what comes from his table will heal. As 
you think on this, take a moment and think also 
about the prodigal or lost son. When he comes 
to his father, he admits his sin, makes no claim 
to his position, seeks only the place of a servant, 
someone who receives after the family receives. 
And just as the father welcomes in the son, the 
woman’s daughter is healed.
 One of my favorite pieces of liturgy is the prayer 
of humble access in one of our communion litur-
gies. It starts this way: “We do not presume to 
come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and 
great mercies. We are not so worthy as to gather 
up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the 
same Lord, whose property is always to have 
mercy.”
 Is that how we come to him and does that af-
fect how we live? Do you and I live as one who 
has received and will always receive because 
our God and Father is gracious, and full of com-
passion; slow to anger, and of great mercy? Do 
we freely give, knowing that we have freely re-
ceived and will continue to receive? In short, do 
we live as if we are part of the Kingdom of God? 
A kingdom the world will never know about until 
we tell them, will never see until we show them, 
will never become a part of until they hear the in-
vitation to come. And the only way to come is like 
the woman in this story, knowing the only hope 
we have is found in a gracious Savior. 
 There is a world out there saying “I want a 
piece to fall for me.” Tell them. Share with them. 
Invite them. The banqueting table is ready.

    Because of Him,
    Pastor Lynn 
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Golden 
Angels

Dear Church Family,

 Thank you for the gifts, cards and good 
wishes extended to us this Christmas season. 
Thank you, also, for the gift from SPRC and 
our church family. We appreciate your support, 
kindness and generosity. We are blessed to be in 
fellowship and service with you. 

  Pastor Lynn & BUMC Staff

The Golden Angels program was a great success in 2020. Donations were plentiful, and Golden An-
gels helpers put together 75 Christmas mugs, hand-written notes and Kroger gift cards for distribu-
tion from Community Action to qualified senior adults in our community. Many thanks to this team of 
angels and to all who gave so generously. You each made a true difference! Pictured above: Brenda 
Brooks, Betts Price, Martha Pile, Ann Doman, Linda Dee Ames, Mary Plemmons and Sharon Martin. 

Dear Church Family,

 Thank you for all the love, cards 
and prayers for Don and me during 
his illness. 

 I will always be grateful for those who 
supported me and my family in the days fol-
lowing his death: Pastor Lynn, Jim and Betts 
Price, Sandy Horan, Sandra Stone; and Steve 
Ward, Mike Bruington and Duke Dahmen, 
who served as pallbearers. Thank you, also, to 
all who gave to the church in Don’s memory. 
We have been blessed with a loving church 
family.

   Sharon Martin
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 The Tribe met November 18 to celebrate our 
4th Annual Tribe Thanksgiving. While we normally 
enjoy this event in the home of a youth member or 
host family, this year we socially distanced our-
selves in the Family Life Center. We still enjoyed a 
great devotion from Pastor Lynn Beach as well as 

baked turkeys and ham, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
and all the other traditional fixings!
 We were excited to resume our Tribe Time to-
gether on Wednesday, December 16, after a four-
week break due to COVID, just in time to enjoy our 
annual Christmas party. We enjoyed some delicious 
Italian cuisine from The Italian Farmhouse as well 
as some yummy cheesecake from Momma Rob’s 
Bakery. The annual Ugly Christmas Sweater con-
test, Perfect PJ competition, and our traditional 
Dirty Santa game was enjoyed by all.
 Thank you to all who helped with both of these 
annual events.

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

 Moving forward, our big agenda item is making 
plans for our Summer Mission Trip. We will be look-
ing for adult chaperones in the near future so be 
prayerfully considering your availability! Youth and 
parents will be deciding in the near future where 
our service destination will be. We are asking our 
church to join us in prayer as we make these deci-
sions, that we will GO where Christ can use us for 
HIS glory!

   Love in Christ,
   Kelly

“WHO AM I?” ADVENT CONTEST
 Congratulations to the following BUMC Kids 
for being the top 4 winners of the WHO AM I? 
Advent Contest
Jonah Papp-1st
Charlotte and Lydia Clark-2nd
Madilyn Ford-3rd
Linnea Boyer-4th
 The winners received $10 Chick-fil-A gift cards!

 BUMC Kids – ask your parents to check their 
e-mails for information on BUMC Kids Movie 
Night in January. More details to come!

    Ms. Lesley

It’s a Boy!
 Congratulations to JL and Ashley 
Cannady  on the birth of their son,Jeffrey 
Louis “Chip” Cannady Jr. He was born 
December 12, 2020. He weighed 8 lbs., 

3 ozs. Everyone is well.
 Chip was welcomed home by big sister Andi Kate. 
Proud grandparents are Jeff and Leona Cannady. 



January Conversations
 Maybe the most important question to ask your-
self this new year is: “Am I spending time with 
God?” As many of us already know, God reveals 
God’s self in the word. The fullness of that was Je-
sus, the word made flesh… And the best way to 
encounter Christ is to be in the word. Reading it, 
hearing it, engaging it. 
 Colossians 3:16 says that we are to “Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly.” If we are not 
reading it, sitting with it, letting it work into our 
hearts and minds, how will we truly know this God 
who has come to reveal himself to us? In short, 
if we want to know Christ, God’s heart, God’s de-
sire, then we need to be in the word.

 – Lynn Beach

 Greetings and Happy New Year! The disciple-
ship team is excited to start off this year with a 
four-week program called “January Conversa-
tions” that will assist our church family with re-
connecting with each other after a year when that 
wasn’t always possible. 
 This program will provide each and every mem-
ber an opportunity to join a small group that will 
meet once a week to share and learn more about 
the scriptures. This is a perfect opportunity to pick 
up the scriptures and share what you have heard 
as you read scripture individually and together. 
Through “January Conversations,” you have the 
opportunity to gather with others who are journey-
ing on their relationship with Christ just like you, 
while encouraging, supporting and praying for 
one another.

How does it work?
 • Each small group (of 8 or fewer) will either fol-
low the reading plan such as the S.O.A.P. (Scrip-
ture • Observation • Application • Prayer)  method 
outlined in the life journal (which will be provided 
by BUMC) or another scripture reading plan and/
or method of their choosing. The first quarter of 
the Life Journal Classic Reading Plan may be 
found on the reverse, so you may get started right 
away. The entire reading program will be avail-
able on our website or in paper form that may be 
picked up at church or mailed to you. 
 • When gathering together into small groups to 
read scripture, each member will have the chance 

to hear what others are hearing when reading 
the scriptures and to share what they have 
heard through reading and journaling. 
 • For in-person meeting, the groups are rec-
ommended to meet at either the facilitator’s 
house or at the church building.
 • Additionally, I would encourage each indi-
vidual to find a special spot to read and engage 
with the scriptures and meet with God every 
day. 
When should I start?
 • I would encourage you to start the reading 
plan at the beginning of January, engaging with 
the scriptures on a daily basis. The groups will 
have their first gatherings the week of January 
10-16. 
 • The day and time of “January Conversa-
tions”  will vary from group to group, depending 
on the availability of the facilitator. 
 • The hope is that even after meeting with 
your group for the four-week program, you will 
continue to engage with the Lord through the 
scriptures every day.
Most importantly!
 Everyone is welcomed and encouraged to 
engage with the scriptures and hear from the 
Lord every day as well as be a part of a group 
that can support you, encourage you, and pray 
for you.
 We hope you can all join us this New Year 
as we reconnect with friends and family through 
fellowship with one another! Don’t delay and 
sign up today! Following is the link to the Google 
survey: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQ
LSempkVJzncAvdKZ7ngzqrfLnck8DnOAbh
RZRRH7snZl8v2lOA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&

w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link 

 You may also find this link on our website, 
www.brandenburgumc.com, or you may call 
the church office to sign up. 
 I look forward to sharing this journey with all 
of you.

   Jodi Witt
   Discipleship Team Leader



LIFE JOURNAL CLASSIC READING PLAN
FIRST QUARTER

JANUARY
□ 1 Genesis 1-2; Luke 1
□ 2 Genesis 3-5; Luke 2
□ 3 Genesis 6-8; Luke 3
□ 4 Genesis 9-11; Luke 4
□ 5 Genesis 12-14; Luke 5
□ 6 Genesis 15-17; Luke 6
□ 7 Genesis 18-19; Psalms 3; Luke 7
□ 8 Genesis 20-22; Luke 8
□ 9 Genesis 23-24; Luke 9
□ 10 Genesis 25-26; Psalms 6; Luke 10
□ 11 Genesis 27-28; Psalms 4, Luke 11
□ 12 Genesis 29-30; Luke 12
□ 13 Genesis 31-33; Luke 13
□ 14 Genesis 34-36; Luke 14
□ 15 Genesis 37-38; Psalms 7; Luke 15
□ 16 Genesis 39-41; Luke 16
□ 17 Genesis 42-43; Psalms 5; Luke 17
□ 18 Genesis 44-46; Luke 18
□ 19 Genesis 47-48; Psalms 10; Luke 19
□ 20 Genesis 49-50; Psalms 8; Luke 20
□ 21 Exodus 1-2; Ps 88; Luke 21
□ 22 Exodus 3-5; Luke 22
□ 23 Exodus 6-8; Luke 23
□ 24 Exodus 9-11; Luke 24
□ 25 Exodus 12-13; Ps 21; Acts 1
□ 26 Exodus 14-16; Acts 2
□ 27 Exodus 17-20; Acts 3
□ 28 Exodus 21-22; Psalms 12; Acts 4
□ 29 Exodus 23-24; Psalms 14; Acts 5
□ 30 Exodus 25-27; Acts 6
□ 31 Exodus 28-29; Acts 7
FEBRUARY
□ 1 Exodus 30-32; Acts 8
□ 2 Exodus 33-34; Psalms 16; Acts 9
□ 3 Exodus 35-36; Acts 10
□ 4 Ex 37-38; Psalms 19; Acts 11
□ 5 Ex 39-40; Psalms 15; Acts 12
□ 6 Leviticus 1-3; Acts 13
□ 7 Leviticus 4-6; Acts 14
□ 8 Leviticus 7-9; Acts 15
□ 9 Leviticus 10-12; Acts 16
□ 10 Leviticus 13,14; Acts 17
□ 11 Leviticus 15-17; Acts 18
□ 12 Leviticus 18-19; Ps 13; Acts 19
□ 13 Leviticus 20-22; Acts 20
□ 14 Leviticus 23-24; Psalms 24; Acts 21

□ 15 Leviticus 25; Psalms 25-26; Acts 22
□ 16 Leviticus 26-27; Acts 23
□ 17 Numbers 1-2; Acts 24
□ 18 Numbers 3-4; Acts 25
□ 19 Numbers 5-6; Psalms 22; Acts 26
□ 20 Numbers 7; Psalms 23; Acts 27
□ 21 Numbers 8-9; Acts 28
□ 22 Numbers 10-11; Psalms 2 7; Mark 1
□ 23 Numbers 12-13; Psalms 90; Mark 2
□ 24 Numbers 14-16; Mark 3
□ 25 Numbers 17-18; Psalms 29; Mark 4
□ 26 Numbers 19-20; Psalms 28; Mark 5
□ 27 Numbers 21-23; Mark 6,7
□ 28 Numbers 24-27; 1 Corinthians 13
MARCH
□ 1 Numbers 28-29; Mark 8
□ 2 Numbers 30-31; Mark 9
□ 3 Numbers 32-33; Mark 10
□ 4 Numbers 34-36; Mark 11
□ 5 Deuteronomy 1-2; Mark 12
□ 6 Deuteronomy 3-4; Psalms 36; Mark 13
□ 7 Deuteronomy 5-6; Psalms 43; Mark 14
□ 8 Deuteronomy 7-9; Mark 15
□ 9 Deuteronomy 10-12; Mark 16
□ 10 Deuteronomy 13-15; Galatians 1
□ 11 Deuteronomy 16-18; Psalms 38; Galatians 2
□ 12 Deuteronomy 19-21; Galatians 3
□ 13 Deuteronomy 22-24; Galatians 4
□ 14 Deuteronomy 25-27; Galatians 5
□ 15 Deuteronomy 28-29; Galatians 6
□ 16 Deuteronomy 30-31; Psalms 40; 1 Corinthians 1
□ 17 Deuteronomy 32-34; 1 Corinthians 2
□ 18 Joshua 1-2; Psalms 37; 1 Corinthians 3
□ 19 Joshua 3-6; 1 Corinthians 4
□ 20 Joshua 7-8; Psalms 69; 1 Corinthians 5
□ 21 Joshua 9-11; 1 Corinthians 6
□ 22 Joshua 12-14; 1 Corinthians 7
□ 23 Joshua 15-17; 1 Corinthians 8
□ 24 Joshua 18-20; 1 Corinthians 9
□ 25 Joshua 21-22; Psalms 47; 1 Corinthians 10
□ 26 Joshua 23-24; Psalms 44; 1 Corinthians 11
□ 27 Judges 1-3; 1 Corinthians 12
□ 28 Judges 4-5; Psalms 39,41; 1 Corinthians 13
□ 29 Judges 6-7; Psalms 52; 1 Corinthians 14
□ 30 Judges 8; Psalms 42; 1 Corinthians 15
□ 31 Judges 9-10; Psalms 49; 1 Corinthians 16
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