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Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

 As most of you are by now aware, I announced 
my retirement via a churchwide e-mail on Decem-
ber 31. While rather impersonal, an e-mail was 
an easier way to get word to a large number of 
people and less disruptive and emotional than a 
Sunday morning announcement. Most of the re-
sponse has been one of surprise. I realize peo-
ple were probably not expecting me to retire at 
age 55 and not when the church is on the verge 
of a major project. After serving for 30 years of 
ordained ministry and 36 years total in a church 
staff role, I felt it was time. 
 My 30 years of serving as a pastor have been 
great years. I’ve been blessed to serve churches 
that were relatively easy to lead and who loved 
and worked alongside their pastor. But, as you 
can imagine, leading as a pastor in God’s Church 
has its challenges and demands. Serving BUMC 
has been a pleasure, but 30 total years of pastor-
ing have made me look forward to the opportunity 
to retire and find a different rhythm and balance to 
life. I feel the church is in a great place right now, 
and I’ve done all I could to set the church up for 
future success. 
 By the time I retire in June, we will have most 
likely begun our construction and renovation 
project. The hard work of the capital campaign, 
building committee planning, and selection of a 
contractor will have been completed. I can step 
aside and know the church is in good hands with 
our incredibly capable building committee who 
will oversee the project to completion. Branden-

burg United Methodist Church is not one person, 
one family, or one moment in time. It is a Spirit-
filled living organism, the body of Christ, with a 
long history of mission and ministry in this com-
munity, all under the leadership of various pas-
tors along the way. To quote from a song in our 
hymnal, “The church is not a building, the church 
is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place, 
the church is a people.” 
 There is much work yet to be done in these 
next six months. I will be hard at work ensuring 
the church is ready for our building project and 
leadership transition. I will be leading in a new 
discipleship initiative with our leaders to ensure 
the church is equipped to make disciples going 
forward. This will be a time for all of us to pull to-
gether, to seek God, and to live into all that God 
has in store for BUMC.

   Jeff Carter

It’s a great time for

 Halftime resumes on Wednesday, January 
15. Fellowship meal at 5:45 p.m. Classes and 
groups for all ages at 6:30 p.m. 
 A listing of class offerings will be available 
in the January 5, 2020, bulletin and on the 
Connection Wall at church.
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Hope for the New Year

 I am not sure how 2019 shaped up for anyone 
else, but it has been a rough year for me. I strug-
gled with Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever and reac-
tivation of mono in late spring/early summer. As the 
summer went on, I watched my little fur baby grow 
weaker and suffer with heart failure. I ultimately had 
to have her put to sleep in August. Then my brother 
had a heart attack followed by urgent quadruple by-
pass. A couple of months later my brother coded 
and ended up in the hospital again, with pneumo-
nia. My mother was going to visit him on his second 
trip to the hospital, but ended up having a heart at-
tack herself. A couple of weeks ago my brother was 
back in the hospital now diagnosed with COPD. 
 I am D-O-N-E with 2019! 
 A new year brings new hope for something bet-
ter. It is easy to simply put hope in a new year, look-

Stephanie Johnson

ing to the world to give me a break, but in reality, the 
world doesn’t care about my troubles. In John 16:33 
Jesus expresses this sentiment, “I have told you 
these things, so that in me you may have peace. 
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.”
 I need to put my hope in Jesus. Isaiah 40:31 
states “but those who hope in the LORD will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and 
not faint.”
 At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus and 
the hope and peace that his birth brings. Let us take 
this hope and peace with us as we ring in the New 
Year and hold onto it tightly as we continue putting 
one foot in front of the other each and every day of 
the year.
 
Jesus, 
 We thank you for the hope and peace you bring 
into our lives. We pray that your Spirit will guide us 
each and every day of 2020 and the years and days 
thereafter. For as Jeremiah 29:11 states, you know 
the plans you have for us, plans to prosper us, not 
to harm us, plans to give us a hope and a future. 
How blessed are we to be children of God! 

  Amen

 Our January communion offering will be for Hu-
man Relations Day. This is one of the six yearly United 
Methodist church-wide offerings. Human Relations 
Day calls the church to recognize the right of all God’s 
children to realize their potential as human beings.
 It also supports programs for community develop-
ment voluntary services and police-community rela-
tions. Your offering provides a secure foundation for 
God’s children of all ages. More than thirty church-
based community developers work in racial and ethnic 
minority communities in the United States and Puerto 
Rico providing vital outreach.

JANUARY COMMUNION OFFERING
Human Relations Sunday

 Your offering on Human Relations Day models 
Christ’s love through:
• Local church youth offender rehabilitation projects 
that match United Methodist mentors with first-time, 
nonviolent young offenders;
• A multiracial network of grass-roots social justice 
organizations related to United Methodist Voluntary 
Service.
 God calls us to model Christ’s love in our churches 
and communities and to lead others to Christ. Please 
give generously on Human Relations Day. Your gift 
can make a world of difference!
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Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, January 5, 12, 26
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
Sunday, January 19
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Churchwide Vote/Fellowship
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
 12:00 p.m. Leadership Council 
Monday, January 6, 27
 9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ, members’ homes
  Contact Pat Carlson, 270-422-5700
Monday, January 13, 20, 27
  6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
 6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts
Tuesday, January 7, 14, 21, 28
 10:00 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
Wednesday, January 15, 22, 29
 9:15 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study
 5:00 p.m. Young Mothers’ Group
 5:30 p.m.  Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Halftime Groups/Programs, all ages
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
 5:30 p.m.  Love in Action Meal
 6:00 p.m. Prayer Group
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
Saturday, January 11,18, 25
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

Current Events:
Tuesday, January 28
 12:00 p.m. United Methodist Women

JANUARY CALENDAR

JANUARY HALFTIME MENU
(subject to change)

January 15
Baked spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, dessert

January 22
Bean soup, cornbread, veggies & dip, dessert

January 29
Baked chicken, scalloped potatoes, 

green beans, dessert

Final Building Project Vote January 19

 The Leadership Council met on December 22 
and approved a recommendation from the build-
ing committee to hire Prodigy Construction to do 
our final design and the construction of the new 
addition and renovations. Prodigy is a commer-
cial design/construction firm out of Louisville. 
They are most known in this community for their 
work constructing the Meade Activity Center 
(MAC). Recently Prodigy was awarded the bid 
to build the new Meade County EMS station and 
coroner’s office. Scotty Brown, Project Manager 
for Prodigy, is a Meade County resident. 
 On January 19, we will hold a final churchwide 
vote to approve the project to move forward. Our 
District Superintendent John Hatton will be with 
us at 10 a.m. to conduct the vote. Anyone who 
is a member of BUMC is encouraged to attend 
and vote. There will be no Sunday School that 
morning so everyone can attend. This will be the 
final approval needed to move forward with the 
project. Upon approval, Prodigy will work with 
our building committee on final plans and draw-
ings. They believe we should be able to start 
work in late spring with project completion in six 
to eight months. 
 That same afternoon, The District Superintend-
ent will meet with the church Leadership Council to 
discuss the process and timeline for a new pastor 
to be appointed to BUMC in June. The February 
newsletter will feature 
details about the Unit-
ed Methodist Church’s 
process for pastoral as-
signments. 

Looking Ahead
Tuesday, February 11
 4:30  p.m. Mission Team Meets
Anyone interested in Jail Ministry is encouraged to at-
tend. Robin Brown will be in attendance and will assist 
in getting BUMC’s jail ministry revitalized.



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The United Methodist Women will meet 
Tuesday, January 28, at noon in the 
church library. Please bring your lunch; 
drinks and dessert provided by the 
hostess. Sandy Horan will present the 
program.
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Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
Ushers: Gary Bryant, MaryAnn Plemmons, 
 T. Parker, Tatum Parker, Josh & Kelly Wilson 
Communion: Donna Funk, Shirley Aebersold,
 Jim & Pat Carlson
8:40 a.m. Greeters:  
 FLC Entrance – Kasi Schoenbaechler
 Atrium – Steve Cannady
 Welcome Center:  Kelly Wilson
9:40 a.m. Greeter:  Angela Whitaker

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
Tellers:  Sheila Smith, Joy Trotter
Ushers:  Mike Smith (Lead Usher), Sheila Smith,     
 Terry & Kelly Nelson, Jane Slinger
Communion:  Ron Barger, Jay Boyer, 
 Chester & Simone Davisson
  
10:40 a.m. Greeters:
 Narthex – TBD
 Parish Hall – Karen Ilario
 Atrium - Bruno Ilario
10:40 a.m. Welcome Center: Sharon Martin

Children’s Moment:
January 5 John Jones 
January 12 Johnna Pollock  
January 19  Maggie Wilson
January 26 Elizabeth Burns (9) Jon Miller (11) 
  
Children’s Church  9:00  11:00
January 5  Elizabeth Wilson Trenya Bova
January 12  Melissa Vowels Jeramy Witt
January 19   Joy Trotter  M.B. McQuary
January 26  Johnna Pollock Lesley Wilson

SERVING ON SUNDAY IN JANUARY JANUARY EVANGELISM & 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Evangelism Volunteers for first time guests 
	 Lee	Klockow	and	Jeff	Cannady

Assisted Living & Rehab Visitation
  Sandy Horan & Sharon Martin

Shut-in Food Preparation
January 2 New Years Week
January 9 Joan Wilson/Robyn Proctor
January 16 Karen Ilario
January 23 Janet Dahmen
January 31 Mary Plemmons

Shut-in Food Delivery
January 2 New Years
January 9 Joan Wilson/Robyn Proctor 
January 16 Bruno & Karen Ilario
January 23 Mary Greer
January 31 John Bruington

If you are unable to serve on the day you are sched-
uled, please make arrangements to switch days with 

another member. Please also notify secretary at 
270-422-2810 or 

e-mail sandy.horan@bburgumc.org.

Dear BUMC Church Family,

 The family of Scotty Applegate thanks you for the acts 
of loving kindness during his illness and death. Thank you 
for the wonderful bereavement meal, cards, notes and flow-
ers and donations to the building fund. We are so grateful 
for everyone who made this difficult time a little easier. 

  Judy, Karen and Scott

Dear Church Family,

 Thank you so much for your generous Christmas gift. 
We are blessed be be in fellowship and service with you.

  With love and gratitude,
	 	 Pastor	Jeff	and	BUMC	Staff
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 December was a time for stepping back and 
taking in the true meaning of Christmas. We be-
gan the month by leading our annual Hanging of 
the Greens – Sing for the King – service. Thank you 
for all the kind words and support you have shared 
with our youth members. They worked hard and 
enjoyed themselves with the performance.
 The McElfresh Family hosted our annual TRIBE 
Christmas party with a fun theme of PJs and Pan-
cakes! We were able to hang out, sip on some 
homemade hot chocolate, enjoy pancakes, play 
some fun games, and exchange some highly com-
petitive gifts in our Dirty Santa gift exchange! 
I was very surprised to learn that most of our 
youth prefer CoolWhip, hot fudge, and sprinkles 
on their pancakes instead of Mrs. Butterworth’s 
syrup! I was SO confused!

 The youth bake auction was amazing as always! 
I hope you scored something as delicious as my 
homemade Shirley Aebersold pecan pie! It was de-
lightful! Thank you for your continued support. We 
raised $1,942 from the bake auction! That will cover 
our van rental for church camp this coming sum-
mer!
 We ended our time together this season by 
watching an old favorite – A Charlie Brown Christmas 
– and taking time to discuss the changes our world 
has endured since its original release in 1965. We re-
flected on Pastor Jeff’s message, Christmas Stinks, 
and spent time praying for our fellow classmates 
and neighbors who are not as blessed as we are or 
who may not know the true meaning of Christmas 
that Charlie Brown shares. What a powerful mes-
sage it brings. I wish all of you all the same peace 
and joy that Charlie Brown shares with us.
 May 2020 bring our church and families closer to 
Christ.

   Love In Christ,
   Kelly Wilson

 Welcome to 2020! Hope everyone had a wonder-
ful Holiday Season! BUMC Kids wants to thank Ms. 
Tiffany, Ms. Melissa, and Ms. Jennifer for all their hard 
work on our Christmas Production, C.A.K.E.  It was a 
huge success and a wonderful show for all ages! Also, 
Thank you to all the program guests for their donations 
for Meade County’s Community Action/Clothes Closet.
 Halftime activities will resume Wednesday, January 
15. We are going to have a Pajama Party! Wear your 
PJ’s and bring your favorite board games.  Enjoy hot 
chocolate, donuts and more!
 Congratulations to Kathryn Bruner for memorizing 
The Lord’s Prayer!

   In His Name,
   Lesley

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

Clothes Closet 
Volunteers
 
Brandenburg United Methodist 
Church is scheduled to provide 
Clothes Closet volunteers on 
the following dates in 2020. 
December 30 - January 4. 
Please call the Clothes Closet at 
270-422-2010 or Charlotte Shepard at 270-925-
6608 with any questions. 

January 20 - 25
March 2 - 7  
April 13 - 18  
May 25 - 30 
July 6 - 11  
August 17 - 22  
September 28 - October 3
November 9 - 14  
December 21 - 26



PJs and Pancakes! 

2019 Tribe Christmas Party at the McElfresh home. 
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