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Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

Change. That seems to be the watch
word of the day. I’m retiring, changes are on
the horizon for the United Methodist Church,
and Brandenburg/Meade County is wrestling with various scenarios related to the
Nucor steel plant coming to this area. Add
to all that, you may be experiencing personal changes as well: kids grow and become
more independent; aging parents become
more dependent upon their adult children;
and we all experience physical changes
through the years.
Actually change in and of itself may not be
the problem. There are few circumstances
in which we actually like change…
1) if you have a wet diaper
2) if it was your idea in the first place
3) if you will personally benefit from the
change.
Change is an indication of life. Physiologically our bodies are changing. Cells are dying, growing, multiplying all the time; life itself is dynamic. Change is an indication that
we are alive.

What we don’t like is the feeling of being out of control that change often brings.
That’s the tough part. We sing “I Surrender
All” from the hymnal on Sundays, yet the
other six days of the week we are trying to
figure out how to maintain control. We don’t
like giving up control, but at another level we
know surrender is a hallmark of the Christian faith.
Why is change so hard? I remember hearing one time this wise statement: “Change
sometimes feels like loss, and loss feels like
grief.” With some changes we go through
a grieving process. This is why changes in
denomination and community business decisions are tough as we realize things may
not be as they have been in the past.
In the face of such changes, however, who
better to have in our corner than Jesus and
the strength our faith gives us? Remember
the words of Jesus: “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall be comforted.” God’s
word in Romans reminds us that nothing can
separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus. When your life feels out of control,
surrender control (again and again) to your
Savior and find His peace.
			

Jeff Carter
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Stephanie Johnson

Love and Kindness
It’s that time of year again when all the heart
shaped candy, flowers and stuffed animals come
out on the shelves at Kroger. (Honestly, I noticed that stuff started getting put on the shelves
at some places the day after Christmas!)
I don’t know if anyone else has ever experienced this, but have you ever known someone
who has told you they love you, but everything
they do and say seems to contradict that statement?
It is easy to say you love someone, but to
show it is something different. I am not talking
about giving them candy, cards or any of those
things. I mean acts of kindness. For example,
when a friend has had something tragic in their
life happen and you call them to check on them.

Or when someone has surgery and you take the
time to help them or take care of them (without
complaining about it).
When we show acts of kindness to those we
love, they know we love them. When we show
acts of kindness to strangers and others that we
are not close with, we show Jesus that we love
Him.
Matthew 25:35-36, 40
35
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited
me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I
was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit me.’
40
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’
God, help us to love those in need, not just
in word, but also in deeds of kindness. Help
us to love others as you have shown love and
compassion to us. Let our eyes see the hurting and let our hands carry out works that
make you feel loved. We love you Lord.
Amen

All ladies of Brandenburg United Methodist Church are invited and
encouraged to attend a meeting on Sunday, February 9, at 6:30 p.m.
to make plans for the Ladies’ Spring Tea (a missions fundraiser)
which will take place on Saturday, March 21.
Last year’s event was well-attended and raised a significant
amount of money for the missions of Brandenburg United
Methodist Church. We hope to continue this successful
tradition and are looking to the ladies of the church for
assistance. Many hands make light work!
Again, please plan to attend this planning session on
Sunday, February 9, at 6:30 p.m.
Dessert will be served.
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A message from our Leadership Council Chair
Dear BUMC Family,
On Sunday, January 19, our District Superintendent, John Hatton, worshipped with us and led
us through a procedural church-wide vote on the
matter of moving forward with our building campaign by contracting with Prodigy Construction. After some time for questions to be answered, we as
a body voted to continue with the project.
Everyone who spoke at the meeting shared
that the scope of the project seemed to be spot on.
They recognized that maintaining our facilities was
important, as was providing more space for ministry opportunities, particularly the youth space. It is
comforting to me to hear that most people feel the
scope of the project is on track.
The question that some had – and I am sure
some of you reading this may have the same question – about the impact the General Conference
of the global United Methodist Church may have
on the future of the United Methodist Church as a
denomination. It appears likely that this conference
will again consider the issue of homosexuality and
church leadership.
DS Hatton shared that no one can really guess
what will happen in the spring, but he did say he
felt as if the global church could split over this issue. While I am certainly not an expert on this
topic, Hatton shared his belief that regardless
of the conference decision, Kentucky Methodist
Churches would almost certainly continue to look
and feel much like they look and feel today. Having said that, he re-emphasized that we can not
read into the future. For this reason, it is certainly
understandable why some would consider slowing
down our project until we see what transpires in
the spring.
The Leadership Council of BUMC wrestled with
this Sunday, and here is what we decided:
• We voted to enter into a contract with Prodigy
Construction based on their low bid and on the
positive vote of the church members.
• This contract will enable Prodigy to begin taking the basic drawings that we already have and
turning them into real blueprints.

• The plans will take some time to complete,
giving us time to listen to you all and determine
when construction could/should begin.
• The Council believes that we have so much
positive momentum for this work that moving forward with the architectural drawing phase was a
prudent idea.
Please know that you will NOT see bulldozers
and caution tape next Sunday when you come to
church. We are moving in a slow, deliberate manner, listening, praying, and researching as we go.
We thank you again for your UNBELIEVABLE
support for this project. We thank you for asking
the difficult questions that have kept and will keep
us on track as we move forward with God's direction. We covet your prayers and your insight every
step of the way.
		 Sincerely,
			
Bill Adams
			
Leadership Council Chair
			
Capital Campaign Co-Chair

Happy February! Our capital campaign giving is
off to a great start! We have officially passed the
25% mark. As of last calculations, our received
total is $391,344.66. This includes the $100,000
pre-campaign gift. Stay tuned for future updates
as we continue to progress toward our goal.
Ron Barger
Joy Trotter,
REACH Team Leaders
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FEBRUARY EVANGELISM &
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

SERVING ON SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY
Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
Ushers: Bob & Debby Qualls, Elizabeth Burns,
		
Eli Dix, Betty & Gordon Powell
Communion: Donna Funk, Mimi Wilson,
		
Wayne & Debbie Weber
8:40 a.m. Greeters:
FLC Entrance – Amy Bogard
Atrium – Scott Bogard
Welcome Center: Judy Stone
9:40 a.m. Greeter: Simone Davisson

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
Tellers: Ron Barger, Terry Nelson
Ushers: Ron Barger (Lead Usher), Joel Ramsey,
Mike Whitaker, Adam Papp, David Reesor
Communion: Linda Dodson, MaryLee Ernst,
		
Angela Whitaker, Martha Pile
		
10:40 a.m. Greeters:
Narthex – Ron Barger
Parish Hall – Melissa Ward
Atrium - Steven Ward
10:40 a.m.
Welcome Center: Linda Dodson
Children’s Moment (both services):
February 2
John Jones
February 9
Elizabeth Burns/Bill Adams
February 16 Lesley Wilson
February 23 Elizabeth Burns/Jon Miller
		
Children’s Church		 9:00		
11:00
February 2		 Elizabeth Wilson Trenya Bova
February 9		 Joy Trotter
Jeramy Witt
February 16 		 Lesley Wilson
Lesley Wilson
February 23		 Melissa Vowels Mary Beth McQuary

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
We invite all women to join us for the
February 25 meeting at 12:00 p.m.
Linda Dodson will provide the program.
Please bring your lunch; beverages and
dessert will be provided.
This is a wonderful time to be one
of the 800,000 members working for
justice and supporting mission in a creative,
inspirational and supportive fellowship. Contact
President, Sharon Martin (270) 422-3062 or Vice
President Sandy Horan (210) 563-2829 for more
information.

Evangelism Volunteers for first time guests
Ron & Martha Pile
Assisted Living & Rehab Visitation
Tom & MaryBeth McQuary
Shut-in Food
February 6
February 13
February 20
February 27

Preparation
Joan Wilson/Robyn Proctor
Karen Ilario
Janet Dahmen
Mary Plemmons

Shut-in Food
February 6
February 13
February 20
February 27

Delivery
Joan Wilson/Robyn Proctor
Bruno & Karen Ilario
Mary Greer
John Bruington

If you are unable to serve on the day you are scheduled, please make arrangements to switch days with
another member. Please also notify secretary at 270422-2810 or e-mail sandy.horan@bburgumc.org.

Dear BUMC,
Thanks to all the good people at Brandenburg Methodist who helped us after our home burned last month.
From the personal care items to the monetary gifts, to
the beautiful and warm blankets, all was appreciated so
much.
			
			

God Bless You One & All
Pam and Ed Gregory

Please thank Joan Wilson, Robyn Proctor, Martha
Pile and Sandra Stone for providing the delicious food
for us during this down time in my life. It was very
much appreciated because I know how busy these ladies are.
			
Sincerely,
			
Sue Hayes
P.S. Appreciate your visit, Bro. Carter.

Brandenburg United Methodist Church

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Regular Weekly Events:

Sunday, February 2, 9, 16, 23
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
Monday, February 10, 24
9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ, members’ homes
		
Contact Pat Carlson, 270-422-5700
Monday, February 3, 10, 24
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts
Tuesday, February 4, 11, 18, 25
10:00 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
Wednesday, February 5,12,19 26
9:15 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study
5:00 p.m. Young Mothers’ Group
5:30 p.m. Halftime Meal
6:30 p.m. Halftime Groups/Programs, all ages
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, February 6, 13, 20, 27
5:30 p.m. Love in Action Meal
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m. Prayer Group
Saturday, February 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

Current Events:

Sunday, February 2
5:00 p.m. TRIBE Super Bowl Party, FLC
Sunday, February 9
6:30 p.m. Ladies’ Tea Planning Meeting
Tuesday, February 11
4:30 p.m. Mission Team Meets
Saturday, February 15 - 17
All Day
Chrysalis Walk 65
Sunday, February 16
6:00 p.m. Leadership Council
Monday, February 17
All Day
Parish Hall & FLC - Reserved
Tuesday, February 25
12:00 p.m. United Methodist Women

The Mission Team will meet on
Tuesday, February 11, at 4:30 p.m.
Anyone interested in Jail Ministry
is encouraged to attend. Robin
Brown will be in attendance and
will assist in getting BUMC’s jail
Charlotte ministry revitalized.
Shepard

			
			

Charlotte Shepard
Mission Team Lead
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COMMUNION OFFERING
for FEBRUARY
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Have a

Heart

for Seniors

Our communion offering for February is the
“Have a Heart for Seniors” Love Offering to benefit Wesley Manor Retirement Home. In its 50-year
history, Wesley Manor has never asked anyone to
move away because his or her personal assets were
exhausted.
To continue this critical charitable care legacy,
Wesley Manor needs the help of Kentucky United
Methodist churches and their members.
One hundred percent (100%) of the Have a
Heart for Seniors Love Offering directly benefits
Wesley Manor’s needy residents. Your generous
support will enable Wesley Manor to continue
providing a loving, Christian “home” to all of its
residents, even if they can no longer pay for the
full cost of their care.

FEBRUARY HALFTIME MENU
(subject to change)
February 5
Best Darn Ham & Cheese sandwiches, green beans,
pineapple casserole, dessert
February 12
Breakfast casserole, biscuits & gravy,
pastries, cooked apples
February 19
BBQ sandwiches, macaroni & cheese,
Lesley’s broccoli salad, brownies and ice cream
February 26
Chicken noodle soup, biscuits,
green salad, banana pudding

January is always an exciting time because we have just celebrated Christmas
and come off an extended school break,
and there is an excitement in the air about
starting the new year! The Tribe kicked off
our new year on Sunday, January 12, with
Escape Rooms designed upstairs in our
church. Teams raced against each other
and the clock to solve a Christian themed
experience!
Our weekly Bible studies began on January 15 with the start of Halftime activities.
Our theme for the Spring is Focus Your Vision in 2020. We are using Jeremiah 29:13 as
our theme verse where we are encouraged
to EARNESTLY SEEK Christ. We are setting
goals and identifying ways we can do that
within our youth group, community and circle of friends. Youth were given a couple
of items to serve as friendly reminders to
SEEK Jesus throughout their daily life.
Upcoming events to note:
February 2--Super Bowl Party
February 15-17--Chrysalis Walk 65
March 20-22--Spring Retreat
March 29 & April 1
Spring Break--NO YOUTH
Spending time with our youth reminds
me often that we are blessed and our future is bright!
			 Love In Christ,
			 Kelly Wilson
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Lesley Wilson

BUMc Kids enjoyed a fun Pajama Party/
Board Game Night on our first Wednesday
Night back from Christmas Break. I never knew
donuts could be eaten so fast!! (pictures from
Pahama Night on following pages)
Special Upcoming Events for BUMC Kids:
Wednesday, February 12: Valentine’s Art
Night; join us for Valentine’s crafts from 6:307:30 p.m.
Wednesday, February 26: Church Wide Ash
Wednesday Service, 6:30 p.m. Please join us
for this wonderful way to begin the Lenten Season.
Wednesday, March 4: Run for God Lessons
start; wear appropriate clothing and shoes for
running/walking outside, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JUNE 1-5
CONCRETE CRANES (Lifeway Curriculum)
5:30-8:30 p.m. at Buck Grove Baptist Church
Due to the anticipated construction and
renovation of our church, BUMC Kids will be
partnering with Buck Grove Baptist Church for
VBS. The theme is quite appropriate, and it will
be focusing on “Building a Strong Foundation”
with God.
More specific information to come along with
several Sign-Up Sundays! For more information, you may contact me at 270-668-9673,
leswilson1991@gmail.com or find me at church
on Sundays and Wednesdays. It is going to be
a fabulous week of worship!
			 In His Name,
			 Lesley

BUMC

KIDS

Pajama Party!
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2020 Financial Summary
Thanks to everyone’s faithful stewardship,
Brandenburg United Methodist Church experienced another good year of financial health.
The 2019 budget was $570,156.00. We
received contributions in the amount of
$534,163.56. Total expenses were $522,036.58.
We have been able to steadily increase the balance in church accounts to meet any unexpected
expenses.
In 2019, 189 giving units financially contributed
in some way to the church. We saw an increase
in the number of persons utilizing electronic giving and automated giving.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
staff Christmas gift fund which totaled $1,565.00.
The 2020 stewardship campaign resulted in
58 commitments being made, totaling $318,692
toward a budget of $747,765.
You may stop by the church office at any time
and request a complete financial report.
Thank you once again for your faithfulness and
commitment to making disciples and changing
lives.
BUMC Finance Team
T. Parker, Finance Rep
Steven Ward, Finance Rep
Heather Wilson, Treasurer

A message from our
Treasurer:
Capital Campaign/Building Fund
contributions need to be submitted separately
from tithes and offerings for the general
budget as they go into separate accounts.
As an alternative to writing two separate
checks, you may want to consider online
banking through your bank or online giving
through the church’s Vanco account (www.
brandenburgumc.com /giveserve).
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Brandenburg United Methodist Church
Leadership for 2020
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Pastor:
Chair: 		
At Large Member:
Church Administrator:
SPRC Reps:
Denise Corley
Finance Reps: T. Parker
Trustee Reps: Jason Boyer
Lay Leaders:
Jen Miller

Jeff Carter
Bill Adams
Donna Funk
Sandra Stone
Adam Papp
Steven Ward
Ron Barger
Dave Harper

We welcome new leadership council members
Donna Funk, Dave Harper, Adam Papp and Steven Ward.

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS

Prayer Team: 		
Stephanie Johnson
Outreach: 		
Cynthia Swanson
Hospitality:  
Robin Harper
Discipleship:		
Joy Adams/Denise Carter
Missions:		
Charlotte Shepard
Family Life:		
Erin King
Lay Member Annual Conference: Sandra Stone
Congregational Care:
Debbie Weber

BUILDING COMMITTEE

Tom McQuary-Co-Chair
Jeff Carter
Joy Adams 		
Steve Wilson

Ron Barger-Co-Chair
Jeff Cannady
Doug Abersold

THE STEEPLE BELL

Brandenburg United Methodist Church
215 Broadway
Brandenburg, KY 40108
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

ORGANIZED 1829
FEBRUARY 2020 EDITION
PASTOR: Jeff Carter
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:00 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.

(1) Billie Jackey (2) Martin Barksdale, Jane Slinger (3) Thomas
Wilson (4) Geraldine Furlough (5) Julie Hill, Leigh Anne Lusk
Bruner, William Reed (6)  Pastor Jeff Carter (7) Sue Applegate,
Ella Gupton (8) Valerie Goins, Alice Tucker (9) Shelia Harper,
Branden Nevitt(10) Derek Hardy, Jennifer McCarthy, Mimi Wilson
(11) Danny Ernst, (12) Cherie Erskine, Roxanne Miles, Julie
Sutton (13) Marlee Fackler (14) Glenn Dame, James Glenn
(15) Ezekiel Doutaz, Lindsey Frank, Benjamin Kearton, Jim Price, Doug Vowels (16) Kathy Anderson,
Kevin Lusk, Emily Redman, Sheila Sager (17) Callen Murray (18) Megan Fackler, Charles Richmond
(19) Rita Hayden, Jennifer Whitman (20) Michelle Jones (22) Kelly Wilson (23) William Applegate II,
Aimee Goldsmith, Glen Wilson (24) Tammy Cannady, Dave Mitcham (26) Brooks Nelson
(27) Brenda Brown, Roman Schwartz (28) Eddie Sipes

Follow us on Social Media!
Brandenburg United
Methodist Church
QR code for
online giving
PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: pastor@bburgumc.org
SECRETARY’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: Sandy.Horan@bburgumc.org

WEBSITE: www.brandenburgumc.com
CHURCH PHONE NUMBER: (270) 422-2810
CHURCH FAX NUMBER: 270-422-5771

