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Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

 Beginning Sunday, February 10, I’ll be starting 
a new sermon series entitled DNA. We will take 
a look at who we are and our spiritual heritage as 
related to the early Methodists such as John Wes-
ley and others. While not all BUMC members and 
attenders would identify themselves with Methodist 
roots or experiences, many people long to know 
exactly what are the fundamental beliefs of the 
church they are currently attending. Even many 

lifelong Methodists do not have a very complete 
understanding our core beliefs or practices. More 
than a history lesson, discovering our DNA allows 
us to know how to live as faithful disciples today. 
 This lesson in DNA will be especially important 
for our understanding as the Special General Con-
ference of the United Methodist Church meets Feb-
ruary 23-26. Delegates will be involved in discussion 
and deliberations around the hot social topic of hu-
man sexuality. Understanding more about who we 
are and where we come from will help us process 
through these difficult conversations.

 We have received from our building consultant 
the third set of preliminary plans with requested re-
visions. As the team has looked at numerous pos-
sibilities, a commitment has emerged to use what 
space we already have to its full potential. To that 
end, plans are developing to renovate the first and 
second floors of the 1950’s portion of the build-
ing (old parish hall and 2nd floor education wing). 
These modified areas would be used to house 
new space for our youth and upgraded space for 
our children’s ministry. 
 Current plans call for approximately 4,000 sq ft 
of new construction which would aid in giving the 
needed space for children’s and youth ministry. 
Renovations would also include opening up the 
area of the existing coat room, kitchenette and sur-
rounding area, to provide a gathering space/ café/ 
welcome area as well as to alleviate congestion 
outside the sanctuary. 

 While not accomplishing everything we may de-
sire, this phase one of a larger master plan would 
allow us to fulfill the needs identified as priorities:
 1) Ministry space for youth
 2) provide for needs of children’s ministry includ-
ing Parents’ Day Out 
 3) improve congestion and community space
 4) update and improve energy efficiency of older 
parts of building. 

 To fund this project, there will be a need to raise 
capital funds. A team is in place to interview and 
select a capital fundraising ministry to help us in 
this large undertaking. We hope to have a consult-
ant selected and approved by the end of Febru-
ary. If you have questions, you may contact our 
building committee co-chairs Ron Barger and Tom 
McQuary. 

Update from the Building Team



2 BRAndEnBURg UnitEd MEthodist ChURCh FEBRUARY 2019

Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
Ushers: T. Parker, Tatum Parker, Josh & Kelly 
Wilson, Maggie Wilson, Andy Hawkins
Communion: Mary Plemmons, Jean Walls,
 Greg & Gail Dreitzler
8:40 a.m. Greeters:  
 FLC Entrance – Amy Bogard
 Atrium – Scott Bogard
 Welcome Center: Judy Stone
9:40 a.m. Greeter:  Chester Davisson
Children’s Church (9 a.m.) 
February 3  Elizabeth Wilson
February 10  Joy Trotter      
February 17   Lesley Wilson      
February 24  Melissa Vowels

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
Tellers:  Ron Barger, Terry Nelson
Ushers:  Ron Barger (Lead Usher), Adam Papp,
 Sharon Martin, David Reesor, Ken Wilson
Communion:  Tom & Mary Beth McQuary,
 Doddi Nordyke, Sharon Martin
  
10:40 a.m. Greeters:
 Narthex – Christine Wilson
 Parish Hall – Betts Price
 Atrium - Jim Price
10:40 a.m. Welcome Center: Pat Cates
Children’s Church (11:00 a.m.)
February 3  Trenya Bova
February 10  Jeramy Witt
February 17   Lesley Wilson
February 24  Mary Beth McQuary

Children’s Moment (both services):
February 3 Bill Adams 
February 10 Maggie Wilson  
February 17 T. Parker
February 24 Johnna Pollock 
  
If you are unable to serve on the day you 
are scheduled, please make arrangements to 
switch days with another member. Please also 
notify secretary at 270-422-2810 or e-mail 
sandy.horan@bburgumc.org.

SERVING ON SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY FEBRUARY EVANGELISM & 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Evangelism Volunteers for first time guests 
 Ron & Martha Pile

Assisted Living & Rehab Visitation
 Karen Ilario & Sandy Horan

Shut-in Food Preparation
February 7 Joan Wilson/Robyn Proctor
February 14 Karen Ilario
February 21 Mary Beth McQuary
February 28 Mary Plemmons

Shut-in Food Delivery

February 7 Joan Wilson/Robyn Proctor 
February 14 Bruno & Karen Ilario
February 21 Mary Beth McQuary
February 28 John Bruington

Monthly servers are listed in the bulletin the last Sunday of 
the month and the monthly Steeple Bell. If you are unable 

to serve on the day you are scheduled, please make 
arrangements to switch days with another member.

 Losing to Live is off to a tremendous start! We 
have 40 participants enrolled as of January 20! We 
have formed three teams and we meet at the Fam-
ily Life Center once a week on Sunday afternoons 
for an hour or so. We do a little light exercise, have 
prayer, view a video or have a guest speaker, dis-
cuss various wellness related topics and have fun 
getting to know each other! 
 We are all taking small steps to improve our own 
personal goals, studying scripture, and seeking 
God’s purpose in our lives. What could be better?
 Sessions continue through March.

Beginning February 24, Suzy Har-
reld will kick off a Butter Braid fund-
raiser with proceeds going to support 
the Adult Mission Trip to the Gulf 
Coast over Spring Break. Stay tuned 
for more tasty information!   
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 Wednesday night activities are back in full swing, 
and BUMC Kids are ready to embark on a Deep 
Blue Adventure! 
Wednesday dates to note: 
 February 6: Minute to Win It Challenge Night
 February 13, 20 & 27: Deep Blue Adventure
 Plans are in the works for an outing to Sky’s The 
Limit indoor trampoline and adventure park on 
Sunday, February 24. Plans (which are subject to 
change) are as follows:
Leave church at 3:15; 
Jump from 4:30-5:30
Cost per person $7.00
Dinner at Mr. Gatti’s in Elizabethtown following our 
jump (cost on your own)

 A signup sheet may be found on the Connec-
tion Wall. Last day to sign up will be February 13. 
Waivers must be completed prior to going (https://
skysthelimitetown.com/waivers/).
 During Sunday school over the next three 
weeks, we will finish our Walk with Jesus curricu-
lum. Then, on Feb. 17, we begin a new study with 
Toys! Who knew you could learn about Jesus while 
playing with toys? Come join us and find out how!

   In His Name,
   Lesley

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

 The TRIBE hit the ground running in January!  
We are in the middle of a new series called Authen-
tic Follower.  We are learning how some people be-
lieve that just coming to church or youth or saying 
“I am a Christian” really doesn’t make us an AU-
THENTIC CHRISTIAN. What does?  We believe we 
need to truly embrace our church’s charge of GO-
SERVE-LOVE in all we do.  We are discovering ways 
in which we can do just that!  
 We took advantage of the holiday and enjoyed 
a day together on MLK Day at Paoli Peaks! Thirty-
seven youth and adults traveled for a cold but fun 
day of skiing and snowboarding.  Special thanks to 
Heather Wilson, Doug and Ilene Aebersold, Cheryl 
Burns, and Lisa Rhoads for driving and making the 
trip possible.
 Looking ahead, please mark your calendars for 
February 19 from 4-7 p.m.  
Our Alaska Mission Team will 
receive 20% of all sales at Mc-
Donald’s  in Brandenburg on 
that day if we can increase 
their business by advertis-
ing and spreading the word.  
Please plan to stop by for 
dinner that afternoon and 
support our group of youth and adults traveling to 
Alaska this summer.
 Speaking of Alaska, our mission team just met 
and began finalizing some trip details.  Flights have 
been booked and we are going to be fundraising 
to try and reach our final goal.  Thank you for your 
support through the Christmas offering and by 
purchasing cookbooks!  We were blessed by you 
for sure!

  As always, Love in Christ,
  Kelly

BUMC Tribe
Youth Ministry at 

Brandenburg United Methodist Church

Kelly Wilson
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Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, February 3, 10, 17, 24
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
 4:00 p.m. Losing To Live Program
 5:30 p.m. God’s Hands Practice
 6:30 p.m. Tribe Time
Monday, February 11, 25
 9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ, members’ homes
  Contact Pat Carlson, 270-422-5700
Monday, February 4, 11, 18, 25
  6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
 6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts
Tuesday, February 5, 12, 19, 26
 10:00 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
 4:00 p.m. Rooms 203/204 Reserved
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts (19th in FLC)
Wednesday, February 6, 13, 20, 27
 9:15 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study
 5:00 p.m. Young Mothers’ Group meets in nursery
 5:45 p.m. Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Halftime groups & classes, all ages
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, February 7, 14, 21, 28
 6:45 a.m. Brothers in Christ (BUMC Library)
 5:30 p.m.  Love in Action Meal
 6:00 p.m. Prayer Group
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
Saturday, February 2, 9, 16, 23
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

FEBRUARY CALENDAR

HALFTIME MENU
(subject to change)

February 6
Chili, Mexican cornbread, 

veggies & dip, cookies

February 13
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, peas, 

Valentine cupcakes

February 20
Breakfast casserole, biscuits & gravy, 

baked apples, pastries (or coffee cake)

February 27
Bean soup, cornbread, salad, 
chocolate chip cookie bars

Dates to note in 2019
Mountain Mission Pickup
April 3
August 7
December 18

American Red Cross Blood Drives
March 10
June 9
Septembrer 15
December 8

Current Events:
Wednesday, February 7
 4:30 p.m. Outreach Team Meeting
Saturday February 9
 1200 p.m. FLC Reserved 
Sunday, February 10
 5:30 p.m. Confirmation orientation session 
  for parents and students
Tuesday, February 12
 4:30 p.m.  Mission Team Meeting
 5:30 p.m. Florida Mission Team Meeting
Friday, February 15 - Sunday, February 17
 Boy Scout Lock-In 
Sunday, February 17 – Scouting Sunday
Tuesday, February 19
 4-7 p.m.  Alaska Mission Fundraiser at 
   McDonald’s, Brandenburg
Wednesday, February 21
 4:30 p.m. Hospitality Team Meeting
Saturday February 23
 10:00 a.m. Scouts Derby Day
Sunday, February 24
 3:15 p.m. BUMC Kids Outing to Sky’s the Limit
 6:00 p.m. Leadership Council Meeting
Tuesday, February 26
 12:00 p.m.  UMW Meeting

Alaska Mission Fundraiser
McDonald’s, Brandenburg

Tuesday, February 19,  4-7 p.m.
Please see youth article for details
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 The Special Session of the General Confer-
ence will be held February 23-26, 2019, and con-
tinued discussion regarding human sexuality and 
the United Methodist Church’s response will take 
place with the anticipation of a decision. As the 
entire United Methodist Church approaches this 
time of decision, please be in prayer for our church 
and her people, for those who are making difficult 
decisions, and for those who will be affected by 
those decisions. Following are some suggestions 
you may consider adding to your own spiritual 
practices: 

1. Daily Prayer - https://umcprays.org/
 • Pause and pray for our church’s mission 
and way forward daily for four minutes from 2:23 
through 2:26 a.m. or p.m. or at another time. This 
is because the Special Session of General Confer-
ence will be held February 23 through February 
26, 2019. 
 
2. Weekly Fasting - https://umcprays.org/
 • Engage in a weekly Wesleyan 24-hour fast 
from Thursday after dinner to Friday mid-afternoon 
(or another day of your choosing). Those who 
have health situations causing food fasts to be 
unadvisable might consider fasting from social 
media, emails or another daily activity.

3. Scripture Reading
 • Galatians 5:13-24
 • How am I allowing the Holy Spirit to guide me?
 • Am I being carried by my selfish desires?

4. Things to Ponder in preparation for 
General Conference 2019
 • There will be wounds. We encourage you to be 
in prayer for how the decision(s) will be communi-
cated.
 •  There will be anger and disappointment. 
 •  We encourage you to be in prayer for how we 
can continue to show love to those who are angry 
and/or disappointed. 
 •  We encourage you to be in prayer for how you 
might deal with your own anger or disappointment.

General Conference Special Session is February 23-26
 •  Everyone is valued and loved by God. Re-
gardless of what is decided, we must remember 
that we are all God’s children and deserve to be 
treated accordingly.
 •  Consider how Jesus responded to the peo-
ple around him. What did he do to show love to 
those who loved him and those who hated him?
 •  As you gather around the table for Holy 
Communion, seek peace with those at the table 
who believe differently from you.
 •  As you celebrate or reaffirm your baptismal 
covenant, remember that those you disagree 
with are beloved children of God just as you are.
 •  Remember our mission is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of world. 
That transformation must be at work within you if 
it is to be at work through you.
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A love note to and from God
1 Corinthians 13: 1-8, 13
 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but 
do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and 
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not 
have love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the 
poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. 5It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, 
it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight 
in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
8Love never fails….
 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of these is love.
 
 God help us to show your love to the world. Let 
us be kind, not envious or proud. Let us be forgiv-
ing and seekers of what is good and true. May we 
always place our hope and trust in You. Your love 
is the greatest love we can ever hope to know. We 
love you God. 

  Amen 

Stephanie Johnson
Dear BUMC Family,

 Thank you to everyone for your calls, cards, 
visits, encouragement, food, and especially your 
prayers during my recovery. 

   Mary Lee Ernst 

Dear Brandenburg United Methodist Church,

 On behalf of the United Methodist Moutain Mis-
sion, I would like to extend our greatest gratitude 
and appreciation for your donation of $50. 
 We are deeply grateful for your support and gen-
erosity. Without God’s blessing and your congrega-
tion, we would not be able to operate and do all God 
has planned for us here in the moutains. 
 Thank you for your donations and your continued 
prayers. May God bless your church. 

   Karen Bunn, Executive Director
   UM Mountain Mission 

 An orientation session will be held Sunday, 
February 10, at 5:30 p.m. for parents and youth 
interested in confirmation. 
 Subsequent sessions will be held Sundays at 
5:30 p.m. at Brandenburg UMC.
 Confirmation Sunday will be Easter Sunday 
(April 21). 
 Interested persons are asked to contact youth 
director Kelly Wilson at 270-668-7256 or 
Pastor Jeff at 270-422-2810. 
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 Our communion offering for February is the 
“Have a Heart for Seniors” Love Offering to bene-
fit Wesley Manor Retirement Home. In its 50-year 
history, Wesley Manor has never asked anyone to 
move away because his or her personal assets were 
exhausted. 
 To continue this critical charitable care legacy, 
Wesley Manor needs the help of Kentucky United 
Methodist churches and their members. 
 One hundred percent (100%) of the Have a 
Heart for Seniors Love Offering directly benefits 
Wesley Manor’s needy residents. Your generous 
support will enable Wesley Manor to continue 
providing a loving, Christian “home” to all of its 
residents, even if they can no longer pay for the 
full cost of their care.

COMMUNION OFFERING 
for FEBRUARY

    Have a  Heart   for Seniors

2018 Financial Summary
 Thanks to everyone’s faithful stewardship, 
Brandenburg United Methodist Church experi-
enced another good year of financial health.  
 The 2018 budget was $547,100.00.  We re-
ceived contributions in  the amount of $552,167.52  
Total expenses were  $545,253.81  We have been 
able to steadily increase the balance in church ac-
counts to meet any unexpected expenses.  
 In 2018, 179 giving units financially contributed 
in some way to the church.  We saw an increase 
in the number of persons utilizing electronic giving  
and automated giving.  
 Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
staff Christmas gift fund which totaled $1,575.00.
 The 2019 stewardship campaign resulted in 
55 commitments being made, totaling $324,520 
toward a budget of $570,156.
 You may stop by the church office at any time 
and request a complete financial report. 
 Thank you once again for your faithfulness and 
commitment to making disciples and changing 
lives.  

BUMC Finance Team
 Ben Wilson, Finance Rep
 T. Parker, Finance Rep
 Heather Wilson, Treasurer 

 The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renew-
al program intended to strengthen the local 
church through the development of Chris-
tian disciples and leaders. The program’s 
approach seriously considers the model of 
Christ’s servanthood and encourages Christ’s 
disciples to act in ways appropriate to being 
“a servant of all.” 
  For those interested in participating in 
the Walk to Emmaus, the next opportunity 
is coming soon. The Men’s Walk is March 
7-10 (Thursday evening to Sunday after-
noon). The Women’s Walk is the following 
weekend, March 14-17.  We hope to have a 

Take Time for Spiritual Renewal
very strong presence at these walks. For 
the youth, the next Chrysalis Flight is Feb-
ruary 16-18. Kelly Wilson has information 
for those interested.  
 Sandy Horan is our church’s liaison for 
the Elizabethtown Emmaus Community. 
If you have already been on the Walk to 
Emmaus and would like to become more 
deeply involved by being a sponsor, assist-
ing with elements of the Walks or paritici-
pating in a reunion group, please contact 
her at 270-422-2810 or sandy.horan@bbur-
gumc.org.
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