
December 2022 Steeple Bell

 As I wonder about Christmas and all that hap-
pened, I think about the helplessness of a baby. 
The helplessness of the Christ child. 
 My mind wanders to the temptations of Christ 
when He was in the desert. In particular when the 
devil told Jesus to throw himself off the highest 
point of the temple because as Psalm 91:11-12 
says, “For he will command his angels concerning 
you to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you 
up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.” 
 I wonder if when the devil quoted that passage, 
Jesus thought about His infancy, that time when 
he couldn’t do anything for Himself. I wonder if He 
thought about leaving the throne of heaven – a 
place of worship, power, dominion and authority – 
to be laid in a feeding trough – a place of helpless-
ness, and dependency. When He heard the words 
– “For he will command his angels concerning you 
to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up 
in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone” – I wonder if he thought, “I have 
already seen that at work.” I wonder if He thought, “I 
know Mary and Joseph were watching over me, but 
so was my Father.” He commands His angels.
 While in the temptations, I read them all again. 
When Jesus heard the devil tempt Him to turn the 
stone to bread and Jesus in reply quoted from 
Deuteronomy 8:3 – “man does not live on bread 
alone but on every word that comes from the mouth 
of the LORD” – did He think of Himself as the word 
become flesh (John 1:14), the bread of life (John 
6:35,48), the bread of life come down from heaven 
(John 6:38,41)? I wonder if He thought of His birth 
and all that happened so that the world might have 
life and have it abundantly (John 10:10).
 I wonder if when the devil tempted Jesus to bow 
down and worship him, promising to give him all 
the kingdoms of the world if he would, and Jesus 
replied from Deuteronomy 6:13 – “Worship the Lord 
and serve Him only” – I wonder if Jesus thought, 
“All I am doing is in obedience to the Father: the 
coming as a child, living as His Son, the obedience 
of taking up the cross. In this I trust that My Father 

is putting all things under me. (John 13:3, Eph 1:22)
 I wonder if He smiled and thought to Himself, “This 
is part of why I came, so that the world would know 
that the Father can be trusted. What the world offers 
is so small in comparison to what the Father gives, 
and fearing the Lord (Deuteronomy 13), worshiping 
God, coming in submission and obedient to the Fa-
ther who can be trusted – this is where life is found.”
 I wonder if this season I can realize the Love the 
Son has for the Father and the Father has for the 
Son, even as I remember the expression of love 
they have for the world in giving Jesus. I wonder, if I 
ponder, can I see the love they have for each other  
in the giving of a child, the Word made flesh, the 
bread of life, in the trusting of a Son that the Father 
has Him, is pleased with Him, and is making a way 
through Him for the world to come to the Father? 
I wonder if this gives me an example of what it 
means to love the Lord my God with all my heart, 
soul, mind, and strength? I wonder – if I let it – will 
it teach me about the Father’s heart, desire, and 
faithfulness? 
 I wonder.

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn

Sunday, December 4 – Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service – Baby’s 1st Christmas
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service – Baby’s 1st Christmas
Sunday, December 11 – Third Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
6:00 p.m. BUMC Kids Christmas Program
  “A Christmas Yarn”
Sunday, December 18 – Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service
10:00 a.m. Youth Bake Auction in Family Life Center
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service
Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day
11:00 a.m. Worship Service - Family Life Center
Sunday, January 1 – New Year’s Day
11:00 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary

Advent & Christmas Schedule
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Mountain Mission 
Pickup December 7

 The United Methodist Mountain Mission will 
pick up at our church Wednesday, December 7. 
Please bring your items in beginning Sunday, 
December 4, after the early worship service. The 
staging area will be in the gym, on the side nearest 
the exterior doors. Drop-offs may be made during 
church office hours Monday and Tuesday. The 
truck will be here early Wednesday morning. 
 The current needs list includes children’s back-
to-school clothes and supplies, children’s and men’s 
coats, children’s winter clothes, pots and pans in 
good condition, socks and underwear and purses.
  The processing plant is always in need of the 
following items: coffee and creamer, paper towels, 
coffee cups, 13-gallon black garbage bags, plastic 
cutlery and paper plates, Windex, and corn stalk 
sweeping brooms.
 Thank you for all the wonderful good and us-
able items donated to the Mission.

Message from SPRC
Dear Church, 

Christmas is quickly approaching and I ask that you 
prayerfully consider making a Christmas donation to 
the BUMC Staff. The Staff at BUMC have worked very 
hard over this past year and by making a donation to 
this Christmas bonus, we are thanking them for all their 
efforts during this year.  Please thoughtfully consider 
showing your appreciation through this one-time gift.  
Please submit your staff appreciation donations no later 
than December 18, 2022. 

In His Name,
Johnna Pollock, SPRC Rep

Golden 
Angels

 The 2022 Meade 
County Golden Angels 
Season is upon us. This 
ministry is similar to the 
Angel Ministry for our 
children, which is run so 
well by Sheila Foster. 
However, this ministry 
serves senior citizens, 

our “Golden Angels.” 
 To support the Golden Angels, we will again 
do only financial donations so we can purchase 
Kroger gift cards. The generosity of our 
community members allowed us to purchase 
$70 gift cards for 75 Golden Angels in 2021. 
There is an even greater need this year. 
 To donate, please make checks payable to 
MCMA (Meade County Ministrial Association) 
with “Golden Angels” on the memo line. All 
donations are tax deductible. Donations may 
be given to our Golden Angels coordinator 
Linda Dee Ames, placed in the offering plate or 
dropped off at the church office. The collection 
deadline will be Tuesday, December 13, with 
distribution of gifts taking place on Friday, 
December 16.
 Golden Angels recipients are validated by 
Meade County Community Action. Please 
contact Linda Dee Ames at 619-838-9923 
should you have any questions. 

Thank you to our church family for all your 
support during this difficult time of Patti’s 
illness and death  Your prayers, cards, flow-
ers, and food for bereavement meal were 
all greatly appreciated.  
I and my entire family thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts.  It is an honor to be a part of such 
a caring, loving congregation.  

Lee  Klockow

Communion Offering for 
December: ALMS Fund

 Our communion offering for December will go 
to the ALMS Fund of Brandenburg United Meth-
odist Church. There has been a significant increase 
in requests for assistance, primarily with water and 
power bills. The ALMS fund enables our church to 
provide assistance to members of the community 
with an emergency need.
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Many thanks to everyone for their support on behalf of the Operation Christmas 
Children Shoe Box ministry. Whether it was from a prayer, monetary dona-
tion, bake sale purchase, filling an actual box or ordering one online it was very 
overwhelming, and to think of all the children that will hear and learn about the 
words of God. We collected 100 actual shoe boxes and even though our Online 
goal was only 25, we more than tripled that figure. With help from this year’s 

VBS donation, we managed to fill a total of 82 boxes online. Thank you again for all your support. 

God Bless you all!
Mary Plemmons and Mary Lou Lotz, Operation Christmas Child Co-Chairs
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 What a blessing the past couple of weeks have 
been.  Our youth group has enjoyed learning and 
growing together through fellowship at our Annual 
Tribe Thanksgiving and by hearing from some of 
the members of our church share their wisdom and 
insight on their Christian walks.  Huge shout out 
and thank you to Krista Fields for opening her home 
to our entire youth group and hosting the Tribe 
Thanksgiving and to Denise Corley who leads our 
weekly Sunday School and stopped by to share her 
wisdom with us one night as well. 
 I could not be more proud of our youth group 
and their willingness to step up and lead our annual 
Hanging of the Greens service.  We sure hope you 
enjoyed the Traditional Blessing program.  One of 

our youth said, “that was the single most terrifying 
thing I have ever done.”  While they make it look 
simple, they work really hard and stretch them-
selves to lead in front of you.  What a blessing they 
were!
 Looking ahead to December 18, we will host our 
annual Tribe Bake Auction in the FLC immediately 
following the 9 a.m. worship service.  We need both 
bakers and bidders to make this a success!  This is 
a perfect time to showcase your culinary skills and 
help our youth raise money to get to Loveland, 
Colorado, on our mission trip this coming summer!  
We sure appreciate your support!
 Our Tribe Christmas will be held at Brian and Erin 
King’s house on Wednesday, December 14, from 6-8 
pm.  After that, there will be no youth on Sundays or 
Wednesdays until we resume halftime activities in 
January.

   In Christ,
   Kelly

Calling all Bakers & Bidders!

Annual Youth Bake Auction
Sunday, Decemer 18  10 a.m. Family Life Center

Please leave items on kitchen island before 10 a.m.
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Patience    
James 1:2-4 (The Message version) 
 Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and 
challenges come at you from all sides. You know 
that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the 
open and shows its true colors. So don’t try to get 
out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so 
you become mature and well-developed, not defi-
cient in any way.

 I’m not sure how many people have been in 
the little ‘garden’ prayer room 
lately, but the Christmas cac-
tus is blooming! It is covered 
in flowers and they are beauti-
ful. I think it looks prettier than 
it did when I bought it to put in 
the prayer room last year. I’ve 
known several people who had 
these plants and said they didn’t 
have much success with get-
ting them to bloom out very well, 
so I really didn’t have very high 
hopes for this little plant. I was 
content enough to have some-
thing green and more tropical 
looking in the room.  So you can 
imagine how excited I was when 
I saw all the little buds coming 
on the ends of the plant. When I saw fully bloomed 
out flowers I took pictures and called my son over 
to come look.  

Stephanie Johnson

 I didn’t do anything special to that plant. In the 
scripture it says when two or more are gathered in 
His name He is present. Since we have had small 
groups in that little room praying, I like to think His 
presence has been there some time during the last 
year.  I also like to think that little plant is honor-
ing the Lord in becoming a mature, well-developed 
Christmas cactus to show us just how great His 
creation is (and just how great He is).  
 The little plant didn’t stop growing and devel-
oping because I forgot to water it a few times, or 
because it wasn’t maybe in the ideal spot. It grew in 
the dirt where it was planted for its good and perfect 
purpose. Now it is showing off its true colors and I 
think it is beautiful. 
 Sometimes our well goes dry. Sometimes we 
can feel like we’ve gotten dirt thrown on us. Some-
times we can feel like life is out to get us personally. 
Sometimes it’s just the way it goes, but it doesn’t 
mean we should give up.  Keep seeking the light. 
Keep growing those roots and digging into your 
spiritual life. God has a purpose and a plan to work 
His perfect work in each of us. 

Father God, 
 Help us to not get discouraged. 
Help us to see the benefits of 
not giving up on our lives or You. 
Help grow our faith and mold us 
in to the children you brought us 
into the world to be. 
  Amen. 

 On New Year’s Day there will 
be just one worship service – a 
combined service at 11 a.m.  
There will also be prayer stations 
you can go through with your 
family, as an individual or with 
your Sunday school group. You 

can go through the prayer stations prior to the serv-
ice or after. Let us go into the New Year praying to 
our God, for it is good to pray and give Him praise. 

To Mary Lou Lotz and Mary Ann Plemmons: 
 Thank you for your leadership as co-chairs of Operation Christ-
mas Child at Brandenburg United Methodist Church. Your passion and 
enthusiasm for this global outreach made this year’s drive a great suc-
cess. Can’t wait to see how you’re going to top it next year! 

 With appreciation from your church family



6 BrandenBurg united Methodist ChurCh deCeMBer 2022

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

 Congratulations to Mya Pollock, Emily Gibson 
and Lyla Stiff on their baptisms. 
 And many thanks to all the BUMC Kids who 
participated in the Hanging of the Greens Service 
on Sunday, Novemer 27. What a wonderful way to 
celebrate the beginning of the Advent Season with 
our church family! 

 BUMC Kids will present their annual Christmas 
Program – A Christmas Yarn – on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary. Please join us 
for this wonderful Christmas production. You will be 
blessed!
 The BUMC Kids Christmas Party for ALL BUMC 
Kids will be held Wednsday, December 14, from 
6-7:30 p.m. in the BUMC Kids Area. Dinner will be 
served. Come join us for food, games, crafts and 
fellowship!

   In His Name,
  Ms. Lesley

On Sunday, November 20, we celebrated baptisms at Brandenburg United Methodist Church. Mya Pollock, 
Emily Gibson, Lyla Stiff and Aubrey Schmidt were baptized; Brodie Fowler remembered his baptism. 
Pictured, left to right: Pastor Lynn Beach, Mya, Johnna and Jeremy Pollock; Aubrey Schmidt; Brodie Fowler; 
Emily, Deborah and Mike Gibson; Lyla, Melissa and Jason Stiff. 
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Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, Decemer 4, 11, 18
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day
 11:00 a.m. Combined Worship Service
Monday, December 5, 12, 19
  6:00 p.m. Scouts
Tuesday, December 6, 13, 20
 10:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
 6:00 p.m. Scouts
Wednesday, December 7
 6:45 a.m. Brothers in Christ
 5:45 p.m. Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Halftime groups and classes - all ages
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal
Wednesday, December 14
 6:45 a.m. Brothers in Christ
 6:00 p.m. BUMC Kids Christmas Party
  (in the BUMC Kids area)
 6:00 p.m. Tribe Christmas Party
  (at the home of Brian & Erin King)
 6:00 p.m. Adult Christmas gathering in FLC
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal

Thursday, December 1, 8, 15
 9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ
Saturday, November 5, 12, 19, 26
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

Current Events:
Thursday, December 1
6:00 p.m. Man Up and Women of Worth 
  Combined event
Friday, December 2
6:00 p.m. Cafe Reserved
Saturday, December 10
1:00 p.m. Cafe Reserved
Sunday, December 11
6:00 p.m. BUMC Kids Christmas Program
Tuesday, December 13
6:00 p.m. Cafe Reserved 
Sunday, December 18
10:00 p.m. Youth Bake Auction
Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service
Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day
11:00 a.m. Shared Worship Service - Sanctuary
Monday, December 26
Church Office Closed
Sunday, January 1 – New Year’s Day
11:00 a.m. Shared Worship Service – Sanctuary
  Opportunity to visit prayer stations 
  before and after the worship service
Monday, January 2
Church Office Closed

DECEMBER CALENDAR
Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
Greeters
Atrium:  Mary Plemmons
FLC Entrance: Donna Funk
Ushers: Scott & Amy Bogard, 
Sandy Horan, Chad Barley
Welcome Center: Mike McGraw

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
Greeters
Atrium: Tom McQuary
Sanctuary Entrance: Mary Beth McQuary
Ushers: Ron Barger contacts ushers
Welcome Center: Jackie Bruington
Tellers:  Robyn Proctor, Mary Beth McQuary
Follow-up for First-Time Guests:
 Ilene Aerbersold, Joan Wilson

Children’s Moment:
December 4 - Earlene Bohannon
December 11 - Lesley Wilson
December 18 - T. Parker (9), Jon Miller (11)
December 25 - Lynn Beach

Hospitality: Provide food/Staff cafe
December 4 Donna Funk/Kelly Nelson
December 11 Stephanie Johnson/Joy Adams
December 18 Steve & Melissa Ward

SERVING ON SUNDAY IN DECEMBER 

BUMC Kids 
Christmas Program

Sunday, December 11
6:00 p.m. 
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