
 One of the great Advent hymns, penned in 1744 
by Charles Wesley (John’s youngest brother) is 
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus.” I’m sure many 
of you could sing it to yourself (and you are welcome 
to; no one will ever know), but what I want you to do 
is read the first verse. 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

 The question that comes to my mind as I read those 
words is, am I expecting Jesus this Christmas? That 
is a pretty broad question, so maybe we should give 
it some specifics. Am I expecting Jesus to meet with 
me this Christmas? Am I expecting Jesus to teach 
me something this Christmas? Am I expecting Jesus 
to direct my thoughts and steps this Christmas? Am 
I expecting Jesus to change my heart and renew my 
mind? Am I expecting Jesus – and you can fill in the 
blank here? Am I expecting Jesus?
 If you answered yes to that question, I have a 
second question for you. How are you preparing for 
that encounter or that work? The words of John the 
Baptist, really the prophet Isaiah (40:3), should be 
ringing in your ears: “Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him” (Luke 3:4). How are you 
preparing? What spot have you cleared off on your 
calendar to meet with Him? What scriptures are you 
planning on reading to hear from Him? What mu-
sic do you have on your playlist to usher you before 
Him? Do you have Advent candles to light with your 
family? An Advent calendar to open with your kids? 
If we are expecting, we should be making prepara-
tions. How are you preparing?
 I also want to draw your attention to the last line of 
the stanza. “Joy of every longing heart.” It isn’t simply 
that Jesus is the joy of every heart, but every longing 

heart. So the question is similar to the one above, but 
also different. What are you longing for? With expec-
tation there is a sense of knowing something is com-
ing. Longing is about desire, want, yearning. What 
are you longing for this Christmas season? Are you 
longing to know Him more? Longing to serve Him 
more? Longing to experience Him as your heavenly 
Father more. King David wrote it this way, “O God, 
you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts 
for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary 
land where there is no water” (Psalm 63:1).
 There are many more questions we could ask our-
selves from this hymn. Read it again and ask your-
self some of them. But I at least wanted to ask you 
as we enter this Advent season. Are you expecting 
to meet Jesus? How are you preparing? Is He what 
you are longing for?

   Because of Christ,
   Lynn

December 2021
Steeple Bell

6 p.m.  Contemporary Service
8 p.m. Traditional Service
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The Next Chapter Begins!

Building Project Update
Ron Barger, Building Committee Co-Chair

 As of November 15, 2021, Phase 3 of our Building 
Program, the renovation and expansion of the Parish 
Hall/Education area is complete except for a few minor 
items. The final phase of our building program – the 
renovation of the kitchen – is scheduled to commence 
on Monday, December 6. Prodigy Construction will be 
on-site 7 to 8 weeks to complete this project.
 The current plan is to continue utilizing the gym for 
the Contemporary Service and other activities while the 
kitchen renovation is in process. The entrance to the East 
Life Center will remain open; however, there may be 
some days when access to this area will be restricted.
 As the end of our building program nears, please con-
tinue to pray for how we can further the work of the 
Lord through the use of our church campus.

 On Sunday, November 21, members and friends of 
Brandenburg United Methodist Church gathered to con-
secrate the renovation/expansion of the Parish Hall/Edu-
cation area. 
 Tom McQuary, building committee co-chair, thanked 
those who had been instrumental in seeing this project to 
a successful completion, specifically building committee  
co-chair Ron Barger, tech team chair Scott Wilson, and 
Scotty Brown and Keith Staples of Prodigy Construction 
for their dedication and hard work. 
 District Superintendent John Hatton, Senior Pastor 
Lynn Beach, former pastor Jeff Carter and Leadership 
Council chair Bill Adams led those gathered in consecrat-
ing the building. 
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Golden 
Angels

 The 2021 Meade County Golden Angel Season is upon 
us! The Golden Angels Ministry is similar to the Angel 
Ministry for children. However, this ministry serves sen-
ior citizens, our “Golden Angels.” 
 In past years, with generous donations from communi-
ty members and assistance from volunteers, the ministry 
has helped make Christmas a reality for senior citizens in 
the community who may not have a family or who may be 
in a care facility. 
 To support Golden Angels during the pandemic, we 
will again receive only financial donations so we can 
purchase Kroger gift cards. Due to the generosity of our 
county in 2020, 75 senior adults were given a $70 gift 
card. There is an even greater need this year. 
 To donate, please make checks payable to MCMA 
(Meade County Ministerial Association). All donations 
are tax deductible. You may drop your donation by the 
church office, give it to our Golden Angels contact per-
son, Linda Dee Ames, or you may mail donations to First 
Baptist Church, 149 Lawrence Street, Brandenburg KY 
40108. The collection deadline is Friday, December 10. 
Distribution will take place Thursday, December 16, at 
the Community Action Office, 496 E. Broadway. The 
Gideons will provide Bibles for all. 
 Please contact Linda Dee Ames at 619-838-9923 if you 
would like more information about the Golden Angels 
program. 

Memorial Bricks for Prayer Garden
The prayer garden is no longer in the midst of a con-
struction zone, and the space is once more lovely and 
welcoming. If you are interested in purchasing a memo-
rial or commemorative brick to be placed in our Prayer 
Garden, please contact Pat Carlson at (270) 422-5700. 
There is a required minimum of ten bricks to place an 
order. Cost for the bricks run between $25 and $35 each. 
The photograph below shows a sample of the bricks 
already placed in the prayer garden. 

The American Red Cross Bloodmobile will be at 
Brandenburg United Methodist Church on Sun-
day, December 12, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Schedule your blood drive by visiting the Red 
Cross Web site: www.redcrossblood.org. Search 
40108, find Brandenburg United Methodist 
Church, and click “see times.” Pick your time, 
then select “give blood” and you will be prompted 
through signing in or creating a donor account.
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Family Life Team Update
Heather Papp, Elizabeth Proctor

 Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! This year 
has continued to be challenging in many aspects, 
but one thing that has helped us get through is 
knowing God is good, and He has blessed our 
church in numerous ways. A big thank you to every-
one who helped set up and tear down for our soup 
fest, and a big thank you to those who came and 
shared a delicious soup and dessert with us. We 
had a great turnout for dinner and for the consecra-
tion of our new and improved church facility!

 This is such an exciting time of year at our 
church, kicking off with our Tribe’s Hanging of the 
Greens celebration on November 28! 
 While things ramped back up in 2021, we hope 
2022 continues to bless our church family with 
many opportunities to gather in fellowship and 
serve each other and our community. We have 
enjoyed our time serving as co-chairs on the Fam-
ily Life Team, and would love to give someone else 
the opportunity to step into this leadership role next 
year! If you would like to serve in this capacity, 
please let us or Pastor Lynn know as soon as pos-
sible. Church family, from the bottom of our hearts, 
we wish you a blessed holiday season full of peace,
love, and light!
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 Maya Angelou once said, “Today is a wonderful day. 
I’ve never seen this one before.” Isn’t that a pretty 
good perspective? It seems this time of the year, the 
days speed by so quickly because there is so much go-
ing on around us with the holidays and planning and 
we find ourselves often just marking things off our To 
Do list instead of really finding the time to enjoy each 
and every wonderful day.
 Our Hanging of the Greens program “Delivering 
Christmas” was a fun reminder of the blessings this 
season brings to each of us through Love, Joy, Peace, 
and Hope. Let’s be mindful this season to not just go 
through the days, but to find ways to Deliver Christmas 
to those around us through sharing love, smiling with 
joy, offering peace, and sharing the message of hope 
through the Christ Child. I hope you enjoyed the pro-

gram with us, but if you missed it, we have shared a 
few pictures from the service.

A few calendar items to note:
 The Tribe will meet from 6:00-7:30 p.m. with dinner 
provided on December 1 and 8.
 Sunday, December 5, will be our last Sunday night 
Tribe Time in 2021. It will be from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the 
FLC. No Sunday night on December 12 so we can all at-
tend the Children’s Christmas Program.
 Wednesday, December 15, will be our Tribe Christ-
mas Party in our new worship center and rec room 
upstairs. Everyone needs to bring appetizers to share. 
We will still meet from 6-7:30, but no meal will be pro-
vided downstairs. 
 Youth will resume after Christmas Break on Janu-
ary 12, 2022.
 Be blessed this Christmas season. I can’t wait to 
share in the joy of the Christ Child with you in worship 
over the next several weeks.

   In Him, 
   Kelly



6 BrandenBurg united Methodist ChurCh deCeMBer 2021

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

The Forgotten Gift Christmas Program
 BUMC Kids will be presenting their Christmas 
Program, “The Forgotten Gift,” on Sunday, Decem-
ber 12, at 6:00 p.m.
PRACTICE SCHEDULE
Wednesday, December 1
Speaking Parts 5:15-6:00 p.m.
Dinner   6:00 p.m.
Choir Practice 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 5
Choir Practice 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 8
Speaking Parts  5:15-6:00 p.m.
Dinner   6:00 p.m.
Choir Practice 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 11
Dress Rehearsal   11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 12
Final Rehearsal 4:30 p.m.

COMMUNION OFFERING
FOR DECEMBER

United Methodist Student Day
 
 United Methodist Student Day is a church-wide 
special Sunday of the United Methodist Church. Your 
generous gifts on Student Day support:
 • United Methodist scholarships and the U.M. Stu-
dent Loan Fund, administered by the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM).
 • Annual conferences participating in the Rebate 
Program may award one or more merit scholarships to 
United Methodist students. Participating conferences 
may award scholarships to U.M. students who reside 
in the conference and who attend or will attend a U.M. 
related college or university.

BUMC Kids Christmas Play
Sunday, December 12, 6 p.m. 

Gingerbread Bash 
Saturday, December 11,  9:30-11 a.m.  
Join us this year for the “Gingerbread Bash.” It’s a 
fun, hands-on way for the whole family to celebrate 
Christmas together! We’ll make a gingerbread na-
tivity, play games, hear the Christmas story from the 
Bible, and discover that sometimes the greatest gift 
comes in the most ordinary box. You won’t want to 
miss it! Please sign up on the BUMC Kids Connec-
tion Wall. 

  Love to All, 
   Ms. Lesley  
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DECEMBER CALENDAR
Sunday, December 5 - Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service, FLC
10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
12:10 p.m. Charge Conference
6:30 p.m. Tribe Time
Saturday, December 11
9:30 a.m. Gingerbread Bash for 
  BUMC Kids and Family 
11:00 a.m. Dress Rehearsal for 
  BUMC Kids Christmas Program
1:30 p.m. FLC Reserved
Sunday, December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. Music Service, Family Life Center
9:00 a.m. Bloodmobile at BUMC
10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
11:00 a.m. Music Service, Sanctuary
4:30 p.m. BUMC Kids - Final Rehearsal
6:00 p.m.   BUMC Kids Christmas Play 
  “The Forgotten Gift”
Wednesday, December 15
 6:30 p.m. Tribe Christmas Party, Youth Center
Friday, December 17
 6:00 p.m. FLC Reserved – Scouts Movie Night
Sunday, December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service, FLC
10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
Friday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
6:00 p.m. Contemporary Candlelight Service
8:00 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Service

RECURRING EVENTS
Monday, December 6, 13, 20
  6:00 p.m. Scouts
Tuesday, December 7, 14, 21, 28
 10:00 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
Tuesday, December 7, 14, 21, 28
 10:00 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
Wednesday, December 1, 8
 9:15 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study
 5:00 p.m. BUMC Kids Speaking Parts Rehearsal
 5:30 p.m.  Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Groups/Programs, all ages
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, December 2, 9, 16
 9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ, members’ homes
  Contact Pat Carlson, 270-422-5700
Saturday, December 4, 11, 18
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

Piano free to good home
 There is a piano in the Family Life Center which 
needs a new home. If you would like it, please call the 
church office to set up a time to pick it up. 

Refrigerator free to good home
 There is also a refrigerator no longer needed and is 
also free to a good home. Must be picked up by 4 p.m. 
Thursday. Please call the church office to make arrange-
ments to pick it up. 

Message from SPRC
Dear Church,

Christmas is quickly approaching and I ask that you 
prayerfully consider making a Christmas donation to 
the BUMC Staff. The Staff at BUMC have worked very 
hard over this past year to keep things running with-
out a hitch during not only a worldwide pandemic, but 
also a major renovation. By making a donation to this 
Christmas bonus, we are thanking them for all their ef-
forts during this challenging year.  Please thoughtfully 
consider showing your appreciation through this one 
time gift.

  In his name,
  Johnna Pollock, SPRC Rep
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