
Dear Church,

 I want to share my heart with you today. 
My heart longs for you to know more fully the 
heart of God, to surrender more completely to 
the Lordship of the one who has such a heart, 
to live more entirely like that is your heart’s de-
sire. My heart longs for it, but finding the places 
and ways I help that happen seems so elusive in 
these days. I long to hear what you are learning 
about who God is and God’s heart. I long to join 
together with you in this struggle of faithfulness, 
obedience, surrender, and holiness. I long for us 
to wrestle together with what it means and looks 
like for us to be His people and for Him to be our 
God here in Brandenburg and beyond. I long to 
see the ways and times that God awakes in you 
His vision of other, His call on your life, and His 
hope for this community. This is my heart, but I 
am struggling right now with how I help lead that 
to happen or encourage that to occur.
 The last Sunday of our stewardship conversa-
tions was supposed to have a moment of cel-
ebration where we, in a visible way, committed 
ourselves to being more faithful stewards next 
year, but we didn’t even get to do that. We can’t 
let that opportunity just slip by, though. We need 
those moments where we pause, reflect, and 
commit ourselves once again. I shared this a bit 
on a Sunday (and will do it again I’m sure), but I 
want you and I to think about how we give Janu-
ary to God. 
 I want God to have all of my life, but that life is 
broken down into years, those years into months, 
those months, to days, and those days to mo-
ments. So I want us to think about just a month. 
What would it look like for you and I to give God 
January? I want him to have our whole life, and 
I know it starts with each moment and each day, 

but if we are giving God those moments and 
days, what will January look like?
 When we talked about stewardship, we talked 
about our time, our abilities, our possessions, 
our story, our heart and mind. Keep thinking 
about those for January. What will it look like? If 
you want to look at the sheet I handed out at the 
beginning of the stewardship series you can find 
it on our web site http://www.brandenburgumc.
com/giveserve. If you have not yet done so, 
please take a moment to complete it, and think 
about January. Also at the bottom of that sheet 
is a place for your tithe to God through Branden-
burg United Methodist Church. Directly beneath 
the Stewardship slide on the Give/Serve page of 
our web site, you will find an online form where, 
in addition to making your financial commitment, 
you may also indicate which areas of ministry 
where you would be interested in serving  in 
2021. I would encourage you to let us know if 
there is a place you might be interested in, es-
pecially if you’d like to talk with someone about a 
specific area of ministry. 
 At the beginning of 2 Thessalonians, there are 
two verses where Paul tells the Thessalonians 
how he is praying for them. I want you to know 
that this is my prayer for you as well. In 2 Thes-
salonians 1:11-12, Paul says, “we constantly 
pray for you, that our God may make you worthy 
of his calling, and that by his power he may bring 
to fruition your every desire for goodness and 
every deed prompted by faith. We pray this so 
that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified 
in you and you in him, according to the grace of 
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” I pray that 
even this word of encouragement will lead you to 
think and commit to those desires for goodness 
and deeds prompted by faith. Our God is faithful 
and all glory is His.

   Because of Christ,
   Lynn Beach

December 2020 
Steeple Bell
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Leadership Council Update
Finance
 Giving has been steady, and the church remains in good 
financial shape. Current account balances: $247,828 in 
checking account; $81,557 in designated funds; $358,651 
in building fund. 
 T presented the 2021 budget, which is very similar 
to the 2020 budget. Kept the income the same with line 
items essentially the same as the 2020 budget. 
 Items of note in 2021 budget: 
 We are anticipating carryover of $247,000. Carryover 
can be used as a cushion or post-renovation fund for ad-
ditional needs. We don’t have a payment built into the 
budget for a construction/renovation loan. The carryover 
funds could also be used for loan repayments. 
 A payment of about $12,000 is expected for reim-
bursement for roof repairs. Those funds will be applied to 
a building maintenance line item. 
 The only food ministry currently operating is the 
Thursday evening drive-through. Recommendation to 
bring all food ministries under one line item. Begin pay-
ing for Swing-By Suppers from the Love in Action des-
ignated fund. Going forward, we need to look at having a 
food ministries director who will oversee all food minis-
tries. 
 Proposing $15,000 to give to the youth for their mis-
sion trip this summer as their fundraising efforts have 
been hampered by the pandemic. 
 Take balance of Miscellaneous line item to cover any 
negative balances in 2020 budget.  
Trustees/Building Update
 The doors in the narthex are complete. 
 Tom McQuary and Ron Barger met with Prodigy re-
garding foundation permit. Prodigy will be able to mobi-
lize once permit is obtained. Once construction commenc-
es, several large payments will be anticipated. Giving has 
been consistent on capital campaign pledges.
 During the construction process, the sanctuary will be 
closed off and will be used as climate controlled storage. 
All in-person worship services will be held in the Family 
Life Center.
SPRC
 Treasurer Heather Wilson is going over the notes Den-
ise Corley gave her  regarding salary and staff. 
COVID Response
 Meade County hit the red zone. We are in a season 
of upward trajectory that will likely not change for some 
time to come. 
 Worship: We have an online presence. Denise has 
heard people say they are staying away from in-person 

worship and worshiping online to keep chairs open for 
new folks. If we continue to do it safely, the only thing we 
can do is offer a third service. If we could siphon off 15 
people from the 9 a.m. service, that would help. Council 
agreed Lynn can run with planning a third service.
 Nursery: When we first came back to worship, we did 
not have nursery. At this time, there have been very few 
children in the nursery, and they’ve been able to safely 
manage the nursery. If it came to a point where we’d have 
to shut down nursery and children’s church, we will do 
that.
 Small groups: Probably 30 percent have been impacted 
by a quarantine or a COVID diagnosis. Small groups are 
very important. We need to emphasize personal responsi-
bility and ensure everyone in groups is following protocol.
 Brandenburg United Methodist Church will continue 
to follow guidance of state government and the Kentucky 
Annual Conference in terms of shutting down or remain-
ing open. As always, the church operates on the principles 
of loving our neighbors and doing no harm and continues  
to do everything possible to keep safe everyone who enters 
the building. There will be an online presence each Sun-
day, regardless of status of in-person services. 
 Denise Corley and Ron Barger have completed their 
terms and were thanked for their service to the council. 
Johnna Pollock will replace Denise as SPRC rep, and Jeff 
Cannady will replace Ron as trustee rep.

Brandenburg United Methodist Church
 Leadership Council 2021

Pastor:  Lynn Beach
Chair:  Bill Adams
At Large Member:  Donna Funk
Church Administrator:  Sandra Stone
SPRC Reps:   Adam Papp Johnna Pollock
Finance Reps: T. Parker Steve Ward
Trustee Reps: Jason Boyer Jeff Cannady
Lay Leaders:  Jen Miller  Dave Harper
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 Christmas Eve will look different this year, but we 
are hoping to hold Christmas Eve services in the 
Family Life Center at Brandenburg United Method-
ist Church. The previous plan to utilize the Farm 
Bureau Building to allow more people to gather 
while still maintaining physical distancing has been 
deemed unwise at this time. 
 The Christmas Eve worship schedule (which is 
subject to change) is as follows: 
  4:00 p.m. Candlelight Service
  6:00 p.m. Contemporary Candlelight Service
  11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service

 Services at 4 and 11 p.m. will be simple services 
and will not be live streamed. The service at 6 p.m. 
will be live streamed on Facebook and You Tube. If 
we are not able to hold in-person services, we will 
still live stream a Christmas Eve service at 6 p.m. 
 We continue to operate under the principles of 
“Do No Harm” and “Love Your Neighbor.” As such, 
protocols will remain in place. The worship center 
will be sanitized between services. Reservations will 
be requested, masks must be worn at all times, and 
hand sanitizing stations are placed at entrances.
 Our hope is to be able to worship together safely 
on Christmas Eve. We will continue to monitor the 
situation and keep you posted. 

Golden 
Angels

 The Golden Angels Ministry for 2020 will look 
different because of COVID concerns, but the 
ministry will continue, and we are collecting 
monetary donations and purchasing Kroger gift 
cards for our Golden Angels.
 The gift cards will allow senior citizens to 
cover basic needs, including food, gas and ne-
cessities and help them know that people in the 
community care for them and want them to feel 
loved during the Christmas season.
 Monetary donations are needed no later than 
Thursday, December 10. They may be dropped 
off in a sealed envelope addressed to Golden 
Angels Ministry at Brandenburg United Method-
ist Church or at the Community Action Office.
They may also be mailed directly to the 
Community Action Office. 
496 E. Broadway
Brandenburg, KY 40108
 Please make checks payable to the Meade 
County Ministerial Association. 
 Should you have any questions, please call 
Linda Dee Ames at (619) 838-9923 or Amy 
Boyer at (303) 929-2238. 
 Please note: Golden Angels is registered as a 
501(c) 3 nonprofit with the Meade County Min-
isterial Association (EIN 61-1234828). 100% of 
your donation is tax deductible.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Advent Devotional 2020

Paper copies of the Advent Devotional are 
available for pickup at church and in pdf on 
our Web site, www.brandenburgumc.com



 Congratulations to our Amazing Race Winners 
– Team Vowels! They were the first team to check 
in at the Final Pit Stop. . .  

. . . and celebrated with a $50 Jailhouse Pizza Gift 
Card!
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Lesley Wilson

2nd Place
Team Barnard

3rd Place
Team Sipes
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Thank you to BUMC Tribe volunteers, Glen and Brock Wilson, 
Maggie Wilson, and Lynn and Michelle Beach!

And a huge shout out to each participating team!

Team Clark – First to 
Register for the Race

Team Boyer

Team 
Pollock

Team Ford

Team Papp

Team Stiff
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Advent 2020 for BUMC Kids
 I have sent an e-mail to all the BUMC families 
with children and attached a link to promote more 
“family conversations” during this time leading up 
to Christmas. A copy of this link is here:
https://www.pinterest.com/ 
pin/60728294964482431/feedback/?invite_cod
e=2efeba428577415e95d900e3a5f6374b&send
er_id=60728432383755788

 Please pick up Advent Calendar/Sticker Books 
at church.  

Advent Lessons
 Check your email for weekly videos/songs and 
lessons each week. 
 I attached to the e-mail an Advent Video-The 
Gift of Hope. I hope you are able to download and 
watch it. I will post the second lesson for you next 
week. If by chance the video does not work, I will 
try a plan B. Please let me know if you’re having 
issues accessing the videos. 
 Here is a link to Go Fish Guys Christmas Songs 
(the songs correspond with the lessons).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73eh8va4EUA
 If the link does not work, google Go Fish Guys 
Christmas Songs, and the music videos pop up.
 We will continue to do online Advent lessons 
and activities until we can once more meet in per-
son. 

  Love to All, 
   Ms. Lesley  

Mountain Mission 
Pickup December 16

 The United Methodist Mountain Mission will 
pick up at our church on Wednesday, December 
16. Please bring your items in beginning Sunday, 
December 13. Leave items in the hall by the 
nursery.
 The current needs list includes men’s winter 
clothes, children’s winter clothes, new toys for 
Christmas, Christmas decorations, Christmas 
gifts, socks and underwear and children’s shoes 
and coats. 
 Also needed for the Mission stores/customers 
are good pots and pans, good used furniture, and 
Christmas toys.
 The processing plant is always in need of the 
following items: 16 oz. and 8 oz. coffee cups, 
air fresheners (aerosol cans), dust mops, toilet 
bowl cleaner, toilet tissue, sanitizing wipes, paper 
towels, furniture polish, Windex and liquid hand 
soap. 
 Thank you for all the wonderfully good and us-
able items donated to the Mission.

Beginning in January 2021, John 
Swanson will host a Financial Peace 
University class. If you are interested 
in participating in this online group, 

please call John at (517) 648-9912 or 
e-mail john.jay.swanson@gmail.com
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21 Days of Prayer in 2021

 2020 was plagued by many things. Many lost loved 
ones. Some lost jobs. Some lost homes. Some lost 
hope. I don’t know about anyone else, but I would 
guess that we are all pretty much ready for a change, 
and prayer changes everything.
 As we start out 2021, I would like to challenge each 
of us to start out the year with 21 days of prayer and 
fasting. When there was something important, Jesus 
would draw away and pray in solitude. After he was 
baptized and before he started his ministry, he with-
drew to the desert in prayer and fasting for 40 days. 
When I think about Jesus withdrawing into the desert 
for 40 days, I (we) tend to focus on the fact that he 
didn’t eat for 40 days, but he was also by himself for 
40 days. He was without his normal everyday com-
forts he experienced at home. He humbled himself 
before the Father.

Stephanie Johnson

 Fasting doesn’t have to mean not eating for 21 
days. It may be anything that draws you toward it and 
away from the Spirit. Maybe consider fasting from so-
cial media, fasting from junk food, fasting from TV. 
Whatever you fast from, it should be with the purpose 
of getting out of the flesh and back into the Spirit.
 Reading through scriptures there seems to be a 
trend: when we are fasting and praying to God, the 
point is to humble ourselves before God so he will 
hear our prayers.
Joel 2:12-14
 12 “Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with 
all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourn-
ing.”
 13 Rend your heart and not your garments. Return 
to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compas-
sionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he 
relents from sending calamity.
 14 Who knows? He may turn and relent and leave 
behind a blessing…”

Father God,
	 May	we	come	before	You	for	the	first	21	days	
of the new year with humble hearts; in prayer and 
fasting may we come before You. May You hear 
our	prayers	and	find	favor	with	us	and	bless	our	
prayers.	May	You	bless	2021	 to	be	greater	 than	
2020; may we feel Your hope and joy in our hearts, 
our church and our world once again.

    Amen

Brandenburg United Methodist Church
Ministry Team Leaders for 2021

Ministry Team Leaders:
Prayer Team: Stephanie Johnson
Outreach:  Cindy Swanson
Hospitality:  Robin Harper
Discipleship: Jodi Witt
Missions:  Charlotte Shepard
Family Life:  Heather Papp and Liz Proctor
Congregational Care: Melissa and Steve Ward
Lay Member Annual Conference:  Sandra Stone

Building Committee Members
Tom McQuary, Co-Chair  
Ron Barger, Co-Chair 
Lynn Beach
Jeff Cannady 
Joy Adams   
Jennifer Honaker 
Doug Aebersold   
Steve Wilson
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