
day. On Christmas Eve we will receive our Christ-
mas Miracle Offering with all gifts toward our goal 
of building a Habitat for Humanity house. 

    Jeff Carter

 Many things will remain the same this Advent and 
Christmas season. We will have an Advent wreath, 
hanging of the greens service, and a children’s pro-
gram. Your own at home celebrations may have all 
the same family traditions. What we hope will never 
change is our recognition that we celebrate a true 
miracle of Emmanuel, God with us. 
 With all that remains the same, we are challeng-
ing ourselves to approach Christmas differently this 
year. More of him, less of us. More for him, and less 
for us. An understanding that Christmas can be more 
than opulence and an excessive focus on money and 
expensive gift giving. 
 To help focus less on ourselves and more on oth-
ers, we as a church are focusing on a Christmas mir-
acle of own: miraculous, selfless, sacrificial giving 
to build a Habitat for Humanity house right here in 
Brandenburg. Other churches who have done similar 
challenges have approached it by suggesting families 
give an equal amount to the selected mission project 
as what they spend on Christmas gifts. However you 
choose to approach this as a family, it is hoped the re-
sult will be more conversations about what is impor-
tant, more reflection on God’s sacrificial giving of His 
son, and more focus on the true meaning of Christmas 
and less on the commercial side of the cultural holi-

December 2017
Brandenburg United Methodist Church  

Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections

Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

December 3 – First Sunday of Advent
 Baby’s First Christmas
6 p.m. Hanging of the Greens Service
 Reception in FLC follows service

December 10 – Second Sunday of Advent
11 a.m. MCHS Madrigals – traditional service
6 p.m. Children’s Christmas Musical
 Reception in FLC follows service

December 17 – Third Sunday of Advent
10 a.m. Youth Bake Auction
11 a.m. Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata

December 24 – Christmas Eve
10 a.m. Morning Worship Service
6 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

December 31 – New Year’s Eve
10 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Celebrate the 
Season 

at BUMC
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Stewardship 2018

Living  A LegAcy

 Many thanks to those who have already 
made their commitments of time, talent and 
treasure for 2018.
	 So	far,	we	have	received	financial	com-
mitments from 57 family units totaling 
$292,360. There is still time to make your 
commitments for 2018. Estimate of giving 
and legacy cards may be mailed or deliv-
ered to the church in person. 
 We have received 54 commitments of 
time and talent. Time and talent commit-
ments may be made by completing an on-
line survey at the following link: https://goo.
gl/forms/5VX4x1cpOLBukJ7H2 or a paper 
copy which can be obtained at church.

Dear BUMC Church Family,

Thank you for lending my family your spiritual and 
emotional strength as we grieve my brother’s passing. 
Our faith in God will help us get through the holidays 
ahead. A huge thank-you for all the cards and prayers. 
We will always remember the generosity the whole 
church family has shown us during this time of be-
reavement.

  With appreciation and love,
  Jane Slinger

Dear Rev. Carter,

I wanted to thank you and members of your church 
community for the Veterans Day dinner. I really en-
joyed the meal, program and the chance to visit with 
family and friends. Please thank Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
for all their efforts. 

  Sincerely,
  Debbie Canavera

Dear Church Family,

Thanks for the card you sent. It’s always a good 
day when you get mail. Thanks for the thoughts and 
prayers. The weather is starting to change and it is get-
ting cooler. It also means that I’m that much closer to 
going home. I have been able to make chapel services 
twice since I’ve been here, once at LCF and once when 
I was out on my regular “camping” trip (ask Salli). 
They were 20 minutes, start to finish, including com-
munion. Those Army chaplains don’t fool around. Our 
internet is not too reliable, so I have a bunch of books 
I read to pass the time. I really can’t say anything else 
about where I am or what’s going on. Sometimes we 
are busy (when I’m camping), and sometimes we are 
not busy (when I’m at LCF). Thanks for thinking of me.

  John Gillespie

DECEMBER COMMUNION 
OFFERING

United Methodist Student Day
 
 United Methodist Student Day is a church-wide 
special Sunday of the United Methodist Church. Your 
generous gifts on Student Day support:
 • United Methodist scholarships and the U.M. Stu-
dent Loan Fund, administered by the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM).
 • Annual conferences participating in the Rebate 
Program may award one or more merit scholarships to 
United Methodist students. Participating conferences 
may award scholarships to U.M. students who reside 
in the conference and who attend or will attend a U.M. 
related college or university.
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 Merry Christmas!
 This month we will be talking about Christmas and 
how we can use this holiday time to think of others. 
We will be trying to think creatively about how the chil-
dren in the congregation can contribute to the Habitat 
for Humanity house. Some suggestions include ask-
ing grandparents for a donation to the house as part 
of their present to them, pledging our time and talents 
to the building in ways such as providing cold drinks, 
collecting change around the house and donating it. 
We are also working with the youth to have t-shirts 
available that say, “I Helped Build a Home for the Holi-
days” with all proceeds going to the Habitat project. 
Personally, all the cousin presents this year will be 
these wonderful t-shirts that allow my extended family 
to participate in the build from afar.
 As I prepare to preach in December, I am thinking 
about how the ideals of the perfect Christmas hold me 
back from really enjoying Christmas. I dread some of 
the events because of the work involved, because I 
judge myself too harshly. Join me and my family as we 
try to embrace the message of Christmas is Not Your 

val goinS

Birthday and focus on the time spent sharing with 
each other over the perfectly clean house and the per-
fectly picked present. I am choosing to be present this 
year over buying presents. I hope I am not alone. I can 
tell you that I am looking forward to this Advent more 
than I have for many, many years. It is time for going 
beyond wishing for Peace on Earth and embracing 
peace at home with simple fun.
 In January, we will begin The Story from the young-
est	 (nursery)	 to	 the	adults.	Jeff	and	 I	are	excited	 to	
walk through the Bible with you in this new way. This 
is a time to reignite your faith and passion. It is the 
perfect time to learn more, invite others and share the 
wonderful Story of God. For more information check 
out www.thestory.com.

    Blessings!
    Ms. Val

 December is here, and we are 
happy to announce the following 
choral happenings at BUMC! 
 December 3 is the First Sunday 
of Advent, and we will celebrate with 
special music from the Chancel Choir. 

Sunday, December 10, at 11 a.m., we will be honored 
to have the Madrigal singers from Meade County 
High School. On December 17, at 11 a.m., the Chancel 
Choir will present its Christmas Cantata “Holding On 
To Christmas” with solos by Liz Miller and Jon Miller.
 Reflecting a slight scheduling change from our 
usual Sunday morning schedule, the 9 a.m. and 11 
a.m. services will combine at meet at 10 a.m. on De-
cember 24 and December 31. 
 Christmas Eve Candlelight services will be held 
Sunday, December 24, at 6 and 11 p.m. 

   In His Service,
   John Trotter

Please join us for the 
Children’s Christmas 

Musical
The Christmas County 

Spelling Bee
Sunday, December 10

6 p.m.
Family Life Center

A time of fellowship 
and refreshment will 
follow the program

Please join us in the Family Life Center 
immediately following the 9:00 a.m. service on 

Sunday, December 17, for our annual 

Youth Bake Auction 
This is a major fundraiser for the BUMC Tribe. 

Your participation – baking items for the auction 
and/or purchasing items – is greatly appreciated.

Once again, Bill Adams will serve as our 
auctioneer, and that’s a treat in itself! 

Bakers are asked to have their goodies to church 
no later than 10 a.m. 
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 It’s been a very 
busy autumn for the 
Parents' Day Out Pro-
gram at Under the Son! 
We currently have 20 
children aged 8 months-5 
years who attend every 
Tuesday and Thursday. 
Children have learned 

about apples, pumpkins, fall and Thanksgiving 
through stories, activities and sensory play, and 
they learn a new Bible story every week. We have 
three weeks left before Christmas break, and we 
are excited to learn about the story of Jesus' birth! 
 We held a Family Fun Day at Roberts’ Family 
Farm in October for families to meet each other 
and fellowship together. Over 50 people attended, 
and the children had a great time picking pump-
kins, going on a hayride, and enjoying a meal to-
gether. We are having a Christmas family event on 
Wednesday, December 13, from 9-11 a.m. Please 
let me know if you'd like to volunteer!
 Also, we have had some donations to our gross 
motor play. We use the children's area, and some 
items have been broken or gone missing. Please 
remind your children to respect the space and 
items we all share. 
	 On	behalf	of	my	staff	and	myself,	I	want	to	
thank everyone for your support as we start this 
new ministry. We have had great feedback from 
parents, and the students love attending! We are 
grateful for all the support we are receiving. If you 
know any families who may be interested, please 
ask	them	to	call	the	church	office	or	email	me	at	
undertheson@bburgumc.org. We could always 
use volunteers as well, so if interested please con-
tact me at 502-889-0226, or Mary Beth McQuary 
at 270-668-1857.

  Lynne Trotter
  Director, Under the Son

Venue Change for 9 a.m. 
Worship Service
 Beginning January 14, 2018, the 9 a.m. 
worship service will be held in the Family Life 
Center. This new direction has been under 
consideration for some time by the Vision Team 
and was then approved by the Administrative 
Council. As the Vision Team held multiple home 
meetings, this was a popular topic of discussion 
by many of those who attended the home listen-
ing sessions. It seemed to arise out of a desire 
to be sure the church was doing all it could to 
maximize our potential to reach those who are 
not	currently	attending	church,	thus	fulfilling	our	
mission and vision of making disciples. 
	 Everyone	affirmed	we	have	a	beautiful	and	
functional sanctuary that perfectly enhances 
traditional worship, and we realized we have 
another space in the church that seems to lend 
itself to the atmosphere of a more contemporary, 
casual praise and worship service such as our 
9 a.m. service. The FLC is better equipped with 
sound and video capabilities conducive to mod-
ern	worship	and	offers	more	flexibility	in	seating.	
So, to utilize the assets we have and maxi-
mize our potential, it was decided to make this 
change. A commitment was made to try this for 
three	months	and	then	evaluate	its	effectiveness	
in enhancing the 9 a.m. worship. 
 While venue, architecture, and style are all im-
portant pieces of worship life, we must remind 
ourselves that it is a church’s warmth, passion, 
and invitational spirit that will draw more per-
sons to Jesus. We look forward to all that 2018 
holds for BUMC and invite you to join us in our 
quest to make more disciples for Jesus Christ 
while transforming this world.

United Methodist Mountain 
Mission Pickup December 20

 The United Methodist Mountain Mission will pick 
up at our church Wednesday, December 20. Please 
bring your items in beginning Sunday, December 
17, after 1 p.m. and before 6 a.m. on Wednesday. 
Leave items in the hall by the nursery.
 Thank you for all the wonderful items you donate. 

w2w Cookie Swap!
Saturday, December 9 @ 9 a.m.

Bring 3 dozen cookies to swap. There will also 
be a devotion and time of fellowship.



December 3 Youth Serve Sunday
9:00 a.m. – Contemporary Service
Ushers:   JD Wilson, Lawson King, 
 Matt Collard, Cale Wilson, 
Registrants:  Madi Hawkins, Lucas Blackburn 
Greeters:  Joelle Weatherholz, Elizabeth Burns, 
 Zeta Morris
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Service
Ushers:   Brooks Nelson, Abby Nelson, 
 Cole Corley, Megan Corley
Registrants - Cole Corley and Brooks Nelson
Greeters:  Joelle Weatherholz, Natalie Nelson, 
 Caitlyn Calarco

December 10, 17, 24, 31
9:00 a.m. – Contemporary Service
Ushers: Mary Plemmons, David Mitcham
 Steve Cannady, Ed Cates
Greeters: Narthex – Ruth Ackerman
 Parish Hall – Donna Funk
 Atrium – Pat Cates
Welcome Center: Ed Cates
Communion Servers: Donna Funk, Kelly Holley
       Caitlyn Calarco, Brett Wilson
Children’s Church: 
Dec. 3 - Joy Trotter, Nate Holley, Reece McElfresh
Dec. 10 - Melissa Vowels
Dec. 17 - Jody Goins/Trenya Bova
Dec. 31 - Joy Trotter

9:45 a.m.  Greeter/Atrium:  Robyn Proctor

11:00 a.m. – Traditional Service
Tellers: Michael Smith, Joel Ramsey
Ushers: Ron Barger (Head Usher),
 Steve Ward, Terry Nelson
 Jimmy Wilson, Glen Wilson
Greeters: Narthex – Jean Walls
 Parish Hall – Doddi Nordyke
 Atrium- Dell Walls    
Welcome Center:  Joan Wilson
Communion Servers: Joy Trotter, Lesley Wilson
      Megan Corley, Abby Nelson
Children’s Church:
Dec. 3 - Chris Wilson, Julia Jones, Charlie Saylor
Dec. 10 - Jeremy Witt/ Mary Beth McQuary
Dec. 17 - Melissa Vowels
Dec. 31 - Johnna Pollock

Children’s Moment (both services):
Dec. 3 - T. Parker
Dec. 10 - Roxanne Miles
Dec. 17 - Val Goins
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Monthly servers are listed in the bulletin the last 
Sunday of the month and the monthly Steeple Bell.

If you are unable to serve on the day you are 
scheduled, please make arrangements, when 

possible, to switch days with another member. 

SERVING OUR CHURCH IN DECEMBER

DECEMBER EVANGELISM AND 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Evangelism Volunteers for first time guests 
  MaryLee Ernst & Jackie Bruington
Assisted Living & Rehab Visitation
  Sandy Horan 
Shut-in Food Preparation
 Week 1 – Shirley Aebersold
 Week 2 – Joy & Jessie Trotter
 Week 3 – Jessie Moore
 Week 4 – Holiday
Shut-in Food Delivery
 Week 1 – John Bruington
 Week 2 – Joy & Jessie Trotter
 Week 3 – Jessie Moore
 Week 4 – Holiday

 Garrett and Lindsey Frank joined the BUMC 
church family on Sunday, September 10. Both 
Garrett and Lindsey teach in Meade County. 
They have three children, Ava, Lucas, and Will, 
with one on the way. 
 Jacob Bova was baptized on Sunday, Sep-
tember 10. Jacob is the son of Jonathan and 
Trenya Bova.
	 Robin	Goff	joined	our	BUMC	family	on	
Sunday, October 29, on the heels of a powerful 
experience on the Walk to Emmaus. Robin is 
a heavy equipment operator and is engaged to 
David Harper, bassist for the praise band.
 On Sunday, November 12, we celebrated 
Confirmation	Sunday	with	the	following	youth	
being	confirmed	into	the	church	family:		
 Ian Boyer Charlie Saylor
 Christine Dreitzler Logan Steines
 Mark Dreitzler Anna Wilson
 Grant King Keara Witt
 Natalie Nelson Lauren Witt
 
Also on November 12:
	 •	Charles	Richmond	joined	our	BUMC	family.	
Charlie is a Veteran and is retired from Norton 
Hospital.
	 •	Linnea	Grace	Boyer	was	baptized.
	 •	Charlie	Saylor	was	also	baptized.



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The United Methodist Women will have 
their Christmas Social on Tuesday, 
December 5, at 1:30 p.m. in the church 
library. All ladies of the church are 
welcome to attend.
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Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday  8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, December 3, 10, 17 
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
Sunday, December 24
 10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship Service
 6:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
 11:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 31
 10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship Service
Monday, December 4, 18
9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ, members’ homes
  Contact Pat Carlson, 270-422-5700
Monday, December 4, 11
      6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
 6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts
Tuesday, December 5, 12
 10:00 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
Wednesday, December 6, 13
 9:00 a.m. Ladies Bible Study
 5:00 p.m. Young Mothers’ Group
 5:45 p.m. Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Halftime Activities - All Ages
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, December 7, 14, 21, 28
 5:30 p.m.  Love In Action Meal
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Gathering (All welcome)
Thursday, December 7, 14
 6:45 a.m. Brothers in Christ
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
Saturday, December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

DECEMBER CALENDAR

HALFTIME MENU
(subject to change)

December 6
Potato soup, cornbread,

pineapple upside down cake

December 13
Doe Run country balls, roasted potatoes, 

green beans, berry cobbler

Current Events:
Saturday, December 2
 11:00 a.m. FLC Reserved - Angel Tree Pageant
December 3 - First Sunday of Advent
  1:00 p.m. FLC Reserved    
        6:00 p.m.       Hanging of the Greens Service
Tuesday, December 5
        1:30 p.m.       United Methodist Women 
Wednesday, December 6
        5:30 p.m.       Hospitality Team    
Friday, December 8
         11:00 a.m.    FLC Reserved - Widows’ Luncheon  
Saturday, December 9
 9:00 a.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal (FLC)
 9:00 a.m. Woman2Woman cookie swap 
  (Parish Hall)
 6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts Movie Night (FLC)
Sunday, December 10 - Second Sunday of Advent
       11:00 a.m.     MCHS Madrigals – Traditional Service
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Musical 
Monday, December 11
 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts Committee meeting
Tuesday, December 12
 4:00 p.m.  Mission Team meeting
Wednesday, December 13
 9:00 a.m. FLC Reserved - Under The Son
Friday, December 15
 9:00 a.m. FLC  Reserved
Saturday, December 16
 9:00 a.m. FLC Reserved - Golden Angels
 12:00 p.m. FLC Reserved 
Sunday, December 17 - Third Sunday of Advent
       10:00 a.m.    Youth Bake Auction
       11:00 a.m.     Christmas Cantata
Tuesday, December 19 - Friday, December 22
 All Day MAC Day Camp
Wednesday, December 20
 6:00 a.m. Mountain Mission Pickup
Monday, December 25 - Christmas Day
  Church Office Closed
Tuesday December 26 - Friday, December 29
 All Day MAC Day Camp
Tuesday, December 26 
 7:00 p.m. Trustee Committee meeting
Monday, January 1 - New Year’s Day
  Church Office Closed

Dear BUMC Family,
 
All monetary contributions being made to the 
church, including amounts that were pledged for 
2017 as part of last year's stewardship campaign, 
must	be	received	in	the	office	no	later	than	noon	
on Tuesday, December 26. Anything received after 
that time will be posted as a 2018 contribution. 
Should you have questions, feel free to call the 
church	office	at	270-422-2810.

  Thank you,
  Heather Wilson, Treasurer
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 Greetings from the TRIBE!
 How in the world can it be December? Am I the only 
one asking myself this question? Surely not! 
 What an amazing November the Tribe experienced. 
We have spent our Sunday nights preparing for this 
year’s version of the Hanging of the Greens. We are excit-
ed to add a small twist to the presentation and we are so 
hopeful you will enjoy it! Please plan to join us on Sunday, 
December 3, at 6 p.m. for our program. Tribe parents are 
asked to bring in desserts for the reception afterwards.
 We have spent our Wednesday nights studying a man 
named Jacob! We have learned that Jacob didn’t always 
cherish his birthright and that his family wasn’t the per-
fect family. The family endured many struggles just like 
we do today and Jacob didn’t always listen when God 
spoke to him – much like we struggle with today. What 
we have learned is that Jacob’s behavior to do things his 
way and on his own didn’t work out and he wound up 
wrestling with God and searching for more than he could 
provide himself on his own. Isn’t it crazy how we think 
we can do the same thing? We often try to handle situa-
tions on our own and without the guidance of God only 
to discover, time and again, that God provides the best 
way in all of our endeavors. I have challenged our youth 
to seek God in every endeavor they encounter....it sure 
does save unnecessary struggles!
 Our Tribe enjoyed our 2nd Annual Tribe Thanskgiving 
on Wednesday, November 15, in the Youth House! Our 
menu was elaborate with turkey and ham, green beans, 
mashed potatoes, macaroni and cheese, dressing, rolls, 
and desserts! Thank you to all of the parents who helped 
prepare our meal! We are blessed for sure.
 Lastly, our annual YOUTH BAKE AUCTION will be held 
on Sunday, December 17, between the two services. We 
ask (beg) that you would bless us with your most treasured 
baked goods that can be auctioned off! We also ask (beg) 
that you join us for the live auction in the Family Life Center 
at 10 a.m. to purchase some yummy desserts to share with 
your families during the Christmas season while supporting 
one of our biggest youth fundraisers of the year.
 As always, thank you for the opportunity to serve our 
youth!
  Love in Christ,
   Kelly

BUMC Tribe
Youth Ministry at 

Brandenburg United Methodist Church

Kelly Holley

Church Safety and Security
 Recent national tragedies involving both church 
and non-church related events have raised the 
awareness of everyone concerning potential prob-
lems wherever crowds are gathered. Even before 
the Texas church shooting, our church leaders were 
beginning	to	field	questions	about	this,	and	the	con-
versation was heightened after that terrible incident. 
The Administrative Council at its November meeting 
set in motion plans to establish a task force to review 
and implement needed safety and security measures. 
This task team is being convened by Bill Adams. Bill 
has been working on research in this area for the 
school system. He will use local law enforcement and 
other resources to help BUMC develop plans for pre-
vention and response for various safety and security 
measures. Currently we have in place policies and 
procedures for protecting children and youth called 
safe sanctuaries as related to volunteer requirements 
and behavior. The safety and security task force will 
expand beyond Safe Sanctuaries and look more 
holistically at all safety and security scenarios. In the 
meantime, we can all help by being attentive and 
vigilant about our surroundings. 

 Tom and Mary Beth McQuary and John Swan-
son will be leaving January 12, 2018, on a 12-day 
mission trip to Managua, Nicaragua. Part of the trip 
will be spent at a sewing factory. The team leader 
(John’s pastor in Georgia where he is stationed) 
has asked participants to bring fabric for the fac-
tory where clothing for children and adults is made. 
If you have unwanted fabric suitable for clothing 
construction (at least one yard in length), please 
consider donating it for their journey. A box will be 
set up after Christmas for you to place your pieces 
of fabric. This country is near the Equator, so they 
need lightweight fabrics or denim type fabric.
 Most importantly, Tom, Mary Beth and John covet 
your prayers – for traveling mercies and that they 
will walk the path God has planned for them.

MISSION TO
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