
August 2022 Steeple Bell Update

 There is a recurring phrase in scripture I 
really enjoy. It is the “more and more.” People 
get “more and more” powerful. People become 
“more and more” unfaithful; they sin “more and 
more.” People praise God “more and more.” 
“More and more” people come to believe; faith 
is growing “more and more.” In Philippians 1:9, 
Paul prays “that your love may abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight.” In 
1 Thessalonians 4:1, Paul writes “Finally, broth-
ers, we instructed you how to live in order to 
please God, as in fact you are living. Now we 
ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do 
this more and more.”
 Isn’t it a fun phrase? “More and more.” It is 
a very expectant phrase, a hopeful phrase – 
you could even say a pregnant phrase. What 
I have is not all there is. Where I am is not the 
only place I am to go. There is more to know 
(as a child of the Father) and there is more to 
become (as a follower of the King). As Paul 
reminds us in 1 Corinthians 13:12, “Now we 
see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we 
shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”
 But don’t make the mistake of putting off the 
more and more. Don’t become content with 
where God has brought you, what God has 
taught you, or where God has used you. Praise 
Him for His work, rejoice and be glad, know that 
He is at work in you and (if you remember the 
rest from Philippians 1:6) He will be faithful to 
complete that work. 
 As we approach this new fall, this new school 
year, let’s see it as a moment for God to con-
tinue to do His “more” work. We are involved 
in that work. We have to open ourselves up, 
listen and walk in obedience, continue our 
search – for the promise is if we search for Him 
we will find Him; if we draw close to Him he 
will draw close to us – pray for God to make 

you new, to do his “more” work. What is the 
next step? Where is the next place? What is 
the next prayer? Who is the next conversation 
with? What is the next thing I need to share, 
get rid of, give away, or walk away from? God 
has more life for you – not as defined by this 
place and these things – but found in a relation-
ship with a Loving God who reaches out to us 
despite our fallenness, brokenness, and diso-
bedience. The “more” is always Him. I pray that 
you have the same understanding and desire 
of John the Baptist who said about Christ: “He 
must become greater; I must become less” 
(John 3:30). I can’t wait to see the “more” that 
God has in store for you and me and us His 
people.

   Because of Christ,
    Lynn Beach

Finding your place to 
Stretch, Step and Grow

Living, Learning and Serving Together

 Please join us on Sunday, August, 7, for a combined 
worship service at 10:30 a.m. with a fellowship meal to 
follow. Before and after worship, there will be places for 
you to see what is happening this fall: studies offered, 
Sunday school groups meeting, moments of mission and 
outreach, places to serve and plug in.  Plan on taking 
some time and see what is being offered.  
 Pray before you even arrive on Sunday, August 7, that 
God would show you where He wants you to stretch 
your faith,  take that next step, and plant yourself to see 
how God will grow you.  I can’t wait to see and hear all 
about what God will do.

One Worship Service 
Many Reasons to Celebrate

10:30 a.m. Combined Worship Service, Sanctuary
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Meal, Family Life Center
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Psalm 121:1-2 
 I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does 
my help come? My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.

 When I watch the news, read posts on Facebook, 
listen to the radio, or  witness unkindness from those 
around me,  it really starts to drag me down. I notice 
when I look around how many other people are look-
ing down at their phones, into tablets, at TV screens... 
All of these voices putting negative thoughts in our 
minds... is it any  wonder so many people are lonely, 
depressed and anxious in the world? 
 Last weekend I went with a friend to continuing 
education classes in North Carolina. After classes 
one day, we went on a tube ride down the French 
Broad River. No phones. No TV. No media distrac-
tions. We chatted, and I was able to look up and en-
joy the blue skies and try to decide what the different 

Stephanie Johnson

COMMUNION OFFERING 
for AUGUST
The Hands of Christ 
	 The	communion	offering	for	August	
is	The	Hands	of	Christ,	Inc.,	founded	
by	John	and	Dr.	Ana	Lamon.	The	
Hands	of	Christ	(Manos	de	Cristo)	exists	to	share	God’s	
love	by	offering	low-cost	medical	care	with	dignity	and	
gentleness	to	the	poor	of	Honduras.
	 The	high	cost	of	food	is	contributing	to	famine	among	
the	poor	of	this	wonderful	country.	With	no	extra	re-
sources	to	depend	on,	the	economically	disadvantaged	live	
day	to	day	without	government	assistance	and	just	enough	
money	from	their	jobs	to	barely	survive.	Your	offering	can	
help	the	Lamons	provide	medical	care	and	medicines	for	
these	children	of	God	who	have	no	other	resources.
	 For	more	information	about	The	Hands	of	Christ,	visit	
their	Website:	www/thehandsofchrist.org.

clouds looked like. It was very uplifting. 
 When we look down at the worldly inputs in our 
lives, it can bring us down and lead us down dark 
paths. When we look up, when look to the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth, we can feel hope 
and peace welling up within us. I pray that next 
time you find yourself feeling down, angry, lost or 
in despair, try looking up. Whisper for the Lord to 
give you His perfect peace. Whisper for His Holy 
Spirit to fill you with love and joy. Whisper to the 
Lord just how much you love Him!

Father God, 
 We lift our eyes to You, the creator of heaven 
and earth. We lift our praises to You, the one who 
our spirit longs for. We lift our worries and doubts 
to You and watch as You cover us with the feathers 
of your peace. 
  Amen. 

 Beginning August 9, we will have a time each 
Tuesday from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. where the Sanctu-
ary will be open for whoever wishes to come and 
pray and meditate. You can come and go as you 
please. Stay for a few minutes, a half hour or what-
ever your soul needs. There will be some back-
ground music playing during this time. If you feel 
like you need someone to pray with you, there will 
be someone available. 

Dear BUMC Family,

 	 Thank	you	for	the	food	you	provided	
for	Gerry’s	visitation.	The	meats,	cheeses,	
fruits	and	vegetables	were	much	appreci-
ated.	

   Jinx Furlough,
   Debbie and Darcy

Dear BUMC Family,

	 Thank	you	for	the	delicious	food	from	the	bereave-
ment	meals.	I	enjoyed	the	variety!	
	 God	loves	you,	and	so	do	I.		

   Christine Ramsey



BrandenBurg united Methodist ChurCh august 2022 3

Military Ministry
 The Military Ministry is looking for volunteers to as-
sist in the planning of our Veteran’s Day Dinner, Friday, 
November 11, 2022.  Please contact Sandy Horan at 
(270) 422-2810 or email sandy.horan@bburgumc.org.

Missions
 Early Response Training will be offered again this 
fall. If you are interested in taking this training, please 
leave your name, number, and e-mail address, along 
with dates you are available.
 Volunteer days for tornado relief in the Western 
Kentucky area and Mayfield area will be taking place.
If you would like to serve in this way, please leave your 
name, number, and e-mail address. 

One Worship Service
Many Reasons to Celebrate!

Sunday, August 7  10:30 a.m.
Combined Worship Service  

Fellowship meal immediately following the service.
Hamburgers and hot dogs on the grill, 
chips and drinks provided by the church. 
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. 

Wednesday Evenings at BUMC
Halftime Meal at 5:45 p.m. 
Classes and Groups for all ages at 6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m.

 One of the studies offered this fall will be a wom-
en’s video-based Bible study – Matchless by Angie 
Smith
 Join Seamless author Angie Smith in this 8-ses-
sion search for truth as she unfolds the story of our 
matchless Savior—His mission, miracles, and message. 
Through her signature wit and accessible style, Angie 
unpacks Scripture in a way that’s easy to understand, 
regardless of how long you’ve been studying the Bible 
(a great option for new believers!). This study will 
deepen your understanding of Jesus through biblical, 
historical, and cultural insight and help you see Him 
less as an iconic figure and more as an intimate friend.

Before and after our shared worship service on Sunday, August 7, there will be places for you to see 
what is happening this fall. Following is a sampling of opportunities offered this fall. Be sure to spend 
some time exploring ways you can be in fellowship, learning and service with your brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. Tables will be set up; on them you will find signup sheets where you may express your 
interest in our various areas of ministry. 
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KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson

BUMC Kids Pool Party August 2
 Hey, BUMC Kids! It’s almost time for school to 
start, and that means it’s also time for BUMC Kids 
to get busy! Please join us on Tuesday, August 2, 
6-8 p.m., for a back-to-school pool party. Doug and 
Melissa Vowels will host the party at their home 
(104 Lisa Drive). Hot dogs, chips and drinks will be 
served. 
BUMC Kids Water Fun August 17
 On Wednesday, August 17 (when Halftime be-
gins), we’ll have BUMC Kids Water Fun from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Be sure to wear clothes and shoes that 
can get wet! 
BUMC Kids Registration
 On our website, www.brandenburgumc.com, you 

KIDSBU
MC

back-to-school

at the home of Doug & Melissa Vowels
104 Lisa Drive, Brandenburg

Tuesday, August 2   6-8 p.m.

will find a BUMC Kids Registration Google Form 
Link. We are asking that all BUMC children from 
birth through grade 6 be registered.  
Fall 2022
 BUMC Kids is excited for our Fall 2022 Sched-
ule. Join us on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30, 
Children’s Church on Sundays during morning 
worship services, & Sunday School.
Upcoming Events:
Roberts Family Farm Outing  
 (date and details to come)
BUMC Kids Christmas Program
 Sunday, December 11 
 (more information to come)
 
 Be sure to visit the BUMC Kids table on Sun-
day, August 7, for more information. You may also 
register your children at that time. Looking for-
ward to a great fall with BUMC Kids!

   In His Name,
  Ms. Lesley
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Regular Weekly Events:
Sunday, August 7
10:30 a.m. Combined Worship Service
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Meal

Sunday, August 14, 21, 28
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
Monday, August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
  6:00 p.m. Scouts
Tuesday, August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
 10:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ (BUMC Library)
 5:30 p.m. Hour of Prayer in Sanctuary
 6:00 p.m. Scouts
Wednesday, August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
 6:30 a.m. Brothers in Christ
Wednesday, August 17, 24, 31
 5:45 p.m. Halftime Meal
 6:30 p.m. Halftime groups and classes - all ages
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal
Thursday, August 4, 11, 18, 25
 9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ
Saturday, August 6, 13, 20, 27
 7:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ (FLC)

Current Events:
Tuesday, August 2
6:00 p.m. BUMC Kids back-to-school pool party
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal for August 7
Saturday, August 6
2:00 p.m. FLC Reserved
Friday, August 12
5:00 p.m. Sanctuary Reserved
Friday, August 13
3:00 p.m. Sanctuary Reserved

AUGUST CALENDAR

Contemporary Service (9 a.m.)
Atrium Greeter:  Gary Bryant
Communion Servers:
 Stephanie Johnson, Mary Plemmons 
9:40 a.m. Atrium Greeter: Jean Walls 

Traditional Service (11 a.m.)
10:40 a.m. Atrium Greeter: Mike Whitaker
10:40 a.m. Cafe Greeter: Angela Whitaker
Tellers:  Joy Trotter, Jen Miller
Ushers:  Ron Barger (Lead Usher) contacts ushers
Communion Servers:
 Chester and Simone Davisson 
Children’s Moment:
August 7  - Lesley Wilson
August 14 -  Bill Adams
August 21 -  Johnna Pollock
August 28 -  T. Parker (9), Jon Miller (11)

Follow-up for First-Time Guests
 Jim and Pat Carlson

SERVING ON SUNDAY IN AUGUST 

Memorial Bricks for 
Prayer Garden

	 If	you	are	interested	in	purchasing	a	memori-
al	or	commemorative	brick	to	be	placed	in	our	
Prayer	Garden,	following	are	the	details:	Three	
lines	can	be	put	on	the	brick,	13	characters	to	a	
line	(spaces	count).	Cost	for	each	brick	is	$55	
(due	only	when	the	bricks	are	finished).
	 A	total	of	10	bricks	is	needed	for	a	full	order.	
At	present,	five	bricks	have	been	requested.		It	
may	take	seven	to	nine	months	to	receive	the	
bricks,	so	the	sooner	the	order	can	be	placed,	
the	better.	Please	contact	Pat	Carlson	at	(270)	
422-5700	for	more	information	or	to	place	
your	order. 

 The TRIBE has been enjoying the summer, and 
we’re now getting ready to start the new school (and 
church) year in August. Please be sure to stop by our 
table on Sunday, August 7, to learn more about what 
the TRIBE has planned for Fall 2022. I will soon be 
looking for small group leaders and ministry partners. 
Please prayerfully consider playing a role in the lives of 
our Youth. 

  Be Blessed!
     Kelly
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