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Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

 As I was wandering around the church building 
over these last three weeks, I made my way into 
the narthex, you know that room at the back of the 
sanctuary that leads out to the porch. I noticed that 
up on the walls of that room are some quotes from 
John Wesley. One of them says this: “Christianity is 
essentially a social religion: and that to turn it into a 
solitary one is to destroy it.” This quote is from Wes-
ley’s Fourth discourse on the sermon on the mount. 
The scripture he is looking at is Matthew 5:13-16 
which says:
 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses 
its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is 
no longer good for anything, except to be thrown 
out and trampled by men. You are the light of the 
world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone 
in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before men, that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven.”
 As I read the quote, I started thinking about these 
days we live in. Are there times you have felt like 
what you have is a solitary religion? Wesley is, of 
course, talking about getting out and letting your 
light shine and your salt flavor. If all we are going 
for is God working in us and changing us and that 
change not overflowing into our relationships, con-
nections, and work, then we are missing something. 
But even in these days do we feel unconnected?
 Here is what I want you to know: I need you. This 
journey into our life with Christ was never meant to 
be made alone. John Wesley, in his List of Poetical 
Works, from the 14th volume of the Works of John 

Wesley, says: “The Gospel of Christ knows of no 
religion, but social; no holiness but social holiness.” 
Wesley has the same thought about social here as 
before. It is held in contrast with solitary.
 I don’t know what this fall is going to look like 
for Brandenburg UMC in terms of ministry, but I 
know this: We have to find ways to stay connect-
ed and journey with each other. I know there are 
some who have figured out how to do this and I say 
“well done.” I also want to say, we aren’t just talking 

about connecting for fellowship, or at least fellow-
ship alone. Our journey together with Christ has to 
be at the heart of it. How are we encouraging one 
another, supporting one another, not just in life, but 
on this journey with Christ, this transformation into a 
passionate, spiritual disciple? There must be inten-
tionality in what we do.
 Know that we are working on how we can safely 
be together, not just in worship, but even in those 
smaller groups because we know we can’t do this 
alone. Look forward to getting back together, not 
just for the sake of fellowship, not just because we 
haven’t seen each other in a while, but also be-
cause we need each other. Others in the body of 
Christ need you, and you need others.

   Because of Him,
    Pastor Lynn 
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Leadership Council Update
Finance Team Report
 T. Parker advised we are now 52 percent into the 
year with 49 percent of budget received and 42 percent 
of budget expended. Giving has been steady, and the 
church remains in good financial shape. Apportionments 
were paid in full. Current account balances: $244,000 
in checking account; $82,500 in designated funds; 
$410,000 in building fund. A payment has been made to 
Prodigy for work completed thus far. 
 With online services continuing even after return-
ing to in-person services, additional equipment needs to 
be purchased to allow for the most efficient way to live 
stream from both the sanctuary and Family Life Center. 
Council was in consensus to authorize Scott Wilson to 
proceed with any necessary purchases. 
Building Update
 Ron Barger advised the project is progressing well so 
far. Bill asked Ron to take some pictures of the progress 
and prepare a building update to be presented to the con-
gregation. Part of that presentation will be to brag on our 
people and say once more how faithful they are. 
 Moving forward with permitting for all aspects of the 
project (renovation and addition) will be next step. 
SPRC Update
 Pastor Lynn advised he is coordinating with SPRC 
reps to find ways for smaller groups to gather and get to 
know the Beach family. 
Small Group Meetings
 The council discussed ways to safely and responsi-
bly open up for small group meetings. Kelly Wilson has 
expressed a desire to physically meet with the youth on 
campus. Should this take place, the Governor’s guide-
lines (i.e. masks, social distancing, hand washing/sanitiz-
ing) must be met. Protocols at BUMC will include but 
are not limited to: creating a bubble in which youth will 
meet (FLC/kitchen/downstairs restrooms); taking roll to 
have a roster for contact tracing if needed; communicat-
ing with parents to outline startup plan and expectations. 
Council reached consensus to allow in-person youth 
meetings.
 Pastor Lynn has met with Lynne Trotter regarding 
reopening the Under the Son preschool program. She 
will be asked to come up with a reopening plan, includ-
ing a proposed date. As we move forward with construc-
tion, space will also be an issue for Under the Son. That 
is something to consider as we plan for reopening. 
 The council also discussed September 6 as a target 
date for reopening the nursery and offering children’s 
church and small group meetings on Sunday mornings.  

 Action Items: Bill and Lynn will work on a one-page 
guideline for small group leaders (including youth and 
children leaders). Bill Adams will talk with Kelly Wilson 
regarding youth. Adam Papp will talk with Lesley Wilson 
regarding children’s needs leading up to September reo-
pening. Lesley Wilson, Lynne Trotter and Helen Barr will 
be asked to start planning for children. Cleaning/sanitiz-
ing protocol will be part of every reopening plan.
Pastor’s Report
 Pastor Lynn asked for guidance regarding meeting 
with people. Council agreed this is fine provided proper 
measures are taken to ensure everyone’s health and 
safety. 
 Bill stated the pastoral transition has been phenom-
enal, particularly in such a difficult time. 

All the flowers of tomorrow
 are in the seeds we sow today.

 A couple of weeks ago, Brandenburg United 
Methodist Church received a letter from a woman 
who, as a single mother with two sons, had been 
part of our church family more than 15 years ago. 
“My church family at BUMC was gracious to help me, 
not only financially but with my faith,” she wrote of 
that difficult time. “I have never forgotten my church 
family at BUMC that helped me become a faith-filled 
woman of God,” she continued, indicating she and 
her husband were enclosing a generous donation to 
the Alms Fund in hopes of helping someone else in 
their time of need. “God bless you all, and know your 
church helped shape three lives. Your kindness and 
love was overwhelming.”
 We plant seeds with every encounter, hoping our 
sharing of faith or a helping hand or even a friendly 
word will take root and help that individual grow in 
their faith. And every once in a while, as with this let-
ter, we see what has grown from that seed planted 
all those years ago. Be encouraged, church family, 
to know those seeds grew into strong and beautiful 
flowers that continue to thrive. 
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Mountain Mission 
Pickup August 3

 The United Methodist Mountain Mission will 
pick up at our church sometime between Monday, 
August 3, and Wednesday, August 5. However, 
because of odd times (and even odder schedules), 
they are asking that everything be ready for pickup 
on Monday, August 3. Please bring your items in 
beginning Saturday, August 1. Leave items in the 
hall by the nursery.
 The current needs list includes cmen’s summer 
clothes, children’s summer clothes, men’s shoes, 
children’s shoes, socks and underwear, paper 
towels and latex gloves. 
 Also needed for the Mission stores/customers 
are men’s and children’s summer clothes, good 
pots and pans, and good used furniture. 
 The processing plant is always in need of the 
following items: coffee, sugar, paper towels, 16 
oz. coffee cups, 33-gallon black garbage bags, 
Pinesol, dust mops, toilet bowl cleaner, toilet 
paper, and rubber bands.
 Thank you for all the wonderful good and us-
able items donated to the Mission.

1st Annual VFW Golf Scramble
Saturday, August 22

Doe Valley Golf Course
Shotgun Start: 9 a.m.

The local VFW Post will hold its first annual golf 
scramble on Saturday, August 22. Cost is $65 
per player and includes green fee, golf cart and 
box lunch. All proceeds will benefit the Branden-
burg VFW Post 11404, a charitable organiza-
tion. For more information about sponsoring or 
participating in the golf scramble, please con-
tact Post Commander LTC (Ret) Brian Sankey 
at 360-349-3422. You may also contact the Doe 
Valley Pro Shop at 270-422-3397 or doevalley-
golf.com to reserve your space in the scramble. 

 Have your prayers become stagnant? Do you 
long to see God move in fresh ways? Are you ready 
to move to new places in your walk with God? 
 For five weeks – actually 40 days – Pastor Lynn 
will invite you to dig deeper into prayer with Draw 
the Circle, a 40-day prayer challenge that will help 
you press into God like never before. 
 Beginning the week of August 30th, Branden-
burg United Methodist Church will start a 40-day 
prayer challenge in cojunction with Pastor Lynn’s 
message series.  We are inviting everyone to find 
a way to join us. That may be a small group of six 
people meeting in person or a Zoom group of six to 
eight people meeting online as part of this church-
wide 40-day prayer challenge. 
 In the weeks ahead, please be on the lookout for 
a survey and more information on how to take part 
in Draw the Circle.
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 During the last 10-week period, as a part of our 
church’s building project, we have had two major 
maintenance/repair Phase 1 projects in progress.  
Prodigy Construction began work on these projects 
May 17.  One project addressed repairs and updates 
to the East Family Life Center.  The other project is 
focused on some structural repairs to the front exte-
rior wall, front doors, and porch of the sanctuary.
 As of July 27, the East Life Center project is com-
plete.  The following items were addressed:
 • The roof was enlarged around the entire exterior 
of the building.  A one-foot overhang was added in 
order to reduce the amount of water penetrating the 
split face block walls. 
 • New gutters and downspouts were installed.
 • The entire roof was newly shingled. This includ-
ed the canopy attached to the Life Center.
 • The exterior walls of the Life Center were cleaned 
and painted.
 • All windows were removed and reinstalled so 
they could be properly flashed and caulked.
 Damaged interior drywall caused by water leaks 
around the window casings has been repaired and re-

Building Project Update
painted.
 • The interior walls of the worship center/gym 
have been cleaned and repainted. 
 Repairs to the exterior façade of the sanctuary and 
to the sanctuary front entrance are still in progress 
with a targeted completion date the week of August 
2.  The items being addressed include the following:
 • Removal of old layers of paint 
 • Tuck pointing of failed brick mortar joints in an-
tique brickwork
 • Painting of the brick façade, fascia boards, door 
facing, and door surround
 • Installation of two new, custom-made front doors
 • Removal and replacement of the front porch and 
steps, required to address the water intrusion issues 
in front-door/interior narthex area
 • Addition of new porch railing and handrails
 • To address rotted window sills and damaged 
window framing, two stained-glass windows had to 
be removed and then reinstalled after needed repairs
 • Planting new landscaping for the front entry area 
of the sanctuary

Exterior of Family Life Center: Roof enlarged with a one-foot overhang all the way around in order to 
reduce the amount of water penetrating the split face block walls. New gutters and downspouts, All 
windows removed and reinstalled with proper flashing and caulking. Lighting updated on signage.
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Family Life Center: All windows were removed and reinstalled so they could be properly flashed and 
caulked. Interior walls in worship center/gym have been cleaned and repainted. 

Exterior facade of sanctuary: Removing old 
layers of paint, repairing and repainting; re-
moving and replacing porch to address water 
intrusion issues. 
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 Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, BUMC Kids Pro-
grams and Activities will need to be restructured prior 
to reopening. Following is the link to the online survey: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-
OQB7TM7YszJH8QFzzJ0XfZL5aaBKQf8GKz9IB-
kEXLPmkUg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1

Please complete the survey to help our church coun-
cil and children’s leaders better plan for the reopen-
ing of BUMC Kids. Your answers may remain anony-
mous if you choose, so please answer each question 
honestly and accurately. Thank you for your time and 
assisting us with this important matter. 

   In His Name,
    Ms. Lesley

KIDSBU
MC

Lesley Wilson While this summer has been unlike any we have 
ever seen, the TRIBE was able to make a difference 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. With so many people 
facing challenges and new struggles, the TRIBE youth 
group developed an idea to serve drive-by style meals 
throughout the summer. This led us to the Summer 
Break Bag ministry. School officially ended for the 
summer on Wednesday, May 13, and the very next 
night, we met to prepare and serve FREE meals to 
anyone in need in our community. We were able to 
continue this ministry every Thursday night through 
the summer. In our 10 weeks of this ministry, we pre-
pared and served just over 1,300 meals. 
 While our usual small groups, pool parties, beach 
cookouts, church camp, and VBS activities were can-
celled, we were able to spend time together this 
summer in a different way with this ministry. Week 
after week, we began seeing the same people re-
turn to our church and line up for a free dinner. From 
hamburgers to hot dogs to chicken sandwiches and 
almost everything in between, the TRIBE pulled to-
gether to provide a ministry and enjoy some youth 
group time together in a whole new way. Thank 
you to each youth member, parent, and adult who 
worked alongside us to make this happen. We are 
excited to offer a similar ministry beginning this fall 
until our regular Love in Action can resume. 

   In Christ always,
    Kelly

Clarity Solutions is sponsoring a “Walk for Life” on 
September 12, 2020. The walk begins at 9:00 a.m. 
at the ‘Clarity Solutions Client Services’ Campus, 
116 E. Memorial Drive, Elizabethtown, KY. Regis-
tration for this 2 mile walk through Freemen Lake 
Park, begins on site at 8:30, or, can be made on-
line at www.supportclarity.org/events/walk-for-life/. 
All funds raised will support Clarity Solutions in 
their ministry of saving lives and supporting indi-
viduals and families through counseling, education, 
mentoring, and material resources. Please contact 
Cheri Lawrence for questions at 270-668-5196.
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Clear as Mud

 My son and I have been taking our dog to Otter 
Creek to play in the water and have some fun on a 
hot summer day. When we were there the last time, it 
hadn’t rained in several days and the water was nice 
and clear. On this day, however, the water was not 
clear. As we waded in the water and I got to where I 
could no longer see my feet, I began to get nervous. 
I couldn’t see If there were snakes in the rocks I was 
walking on. I couldn’t see if my next step was going 
to be a big drop off or if I was about to bust my shin 
on a hard rock. Walking through the water was much 
more treacherous and hazardous when I couldn’t see 
where I was going. The clouding of the water from the 
increased wash-off brought by the rains had led me 
to feel less safe; I was more anxious and nervous. 
The trip was not nearly as pleasant as the week prior.
 The muddy water led me to thinking about a tour 
I had taken at the water tower in Louisville and how 
they have turned the muddy Ohio River water into 
clear drinking water for a city for over a 100 years. 
The filtration system they use makes the water clear 
and usable.
 As time goes by, there are things that happen in 
our lives. There are things that happen in our world 
that affect us on a global scale. Sort of like the rain, 
these things happen and they filter through the world 
and trickle down into our stream of consciousness. 
When something BIG happens, the world will always 
add more muck into the stream. For example, when 
the novel coronavirus popped up and eventually im-
pacted the entire world. As it has come through the 
world, we have gotten all sorts of worldly takes on it. 
There are all sorts of postings on social media, broad-
cast news, newspapers, and random people from all 
walks of life. It causes our minds to go in all different 
directions. There is so much information coming at us 
from all directions every waking moment of our day. 
Our minds get flooded with all sorts of thoughts and 

Stephanie Johnson

images. You add in political divides, racial tensions, 
climate change, homelessness, murder hornets, di-
vorce, cancer, death, illness… It’s enough to turn 
a clear stream of thought into pure mud. It causes 
anxiety, restlessness, and makes it difficult to discern 
imminent dangers/concerns (and makes it difficult to 
settle my mind when I try to sleep at night).
 What we need is a filter.
 We need to STOP. Turn everything off and PRAY. 
Spend time with God. Take a walk with Jesus. Medi-
tate with the Holy Spirit. 
Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV) 
 28“Come to me, all you who are weary and bur-
dened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Father God,

We thank you for your cleansing grace. We thank 
you that we can turn to you when life gets to be 
clear-as-mud, when we feel like we’re flailing 
through our daily lives and you will give us peace 
that surpasses all understanding because you 
care for us. Be with us and keep us each moment 
of every day. 

    Amen

Jody Young
Jody Young will be 90 years old on 

August 26. Since we’re social distancing these days, 
Jody’s family would like to throw her a card shower 

to help her celebrate this special birthday. 
If you would like to send a card or note to 

wish Jody a happy birthday, please mail to: 

984A Lawrence Street
Brandenburg KY 40108

And remember: It’s a surprise! 
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