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 The Bible is the best-selling book in history, but how many people are actually 
reading it? A Gallup survey reports the average American household has four 
Bibles. However, research by Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life (2008) 
found that only 16 percent of Americans read the Bible every day. 
 Brandenburg United Methodist Church is hoping to reverse this trend, begin-
ning with our own congregation. Consisting of 31 chapters of carefully selected 
scriptures sequenced in chronological order, The Story presents the word of 
God in an engaging format, reading like a novel. It is an accessible tool to in-
crease Biblical literacy, helping readers understand God’s story from Genesis 
to Revelation and how their own stories intersect with God’s. 
 The Story Church Campaign is a unique program providing 31 weeks of cur-
riculum for children, teen and adult Sunday school which will coincide with 31 
weeks of corresponding sermons. When accompanied by reading through the 
five age-appropriate books (The Story, The Story: Teen Edition, The Story for 
Kids, The Story for Children, and The Story for Little Ones), our entire church 
will be on the same page for 31 weeks. 
 In addition to the Sunday morning teaching, Pastor Jeff also encourages 
small groups to delve into The Story in their small group sessions. A variety of 
curriculum resources for small groups, including a video-based study, will be 
available. Jon Miller and Val Goins are currently at work on curriculum. More 
information will be available during our Halftime kickoff on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 10.
 We will begin with Chapter 1 of The Story on Sunday, January 21. We will take 
a break for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday and then finish the Old Testament 
before taking a summer break. Then in August, we will pick up The Story with the 
New Testament. 
 On Christmas Eve 2017, the church gave a gift of The Story to members and 
friends who intend to delve into The Story with us in 2018. If you have not yet 
picked up yours, please do so between now and January 21.


