
April 2021 Update

John 1:43-50
 43The next day Jesus decided to leave for 
Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from 
the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Nathanael 
and told him, “We have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.” 46“Nazareth! Can anything good 
come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come 
and see,” said Philip. 47When Jesus saw Nath-
anael approaching, he said of him, “Here is a 
true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false.” 
48“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were 
still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
49Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God; you are the King of Israel.” 50Jesus 
said, “You believe because I told you I saw you 
under the fig tree. You shall see greater things 
than that.”
 There are a lot of “call” stories in the gospels. 
Places where Jesus calls people to follow him. 
If you are reading this, there is probably a good 
chance that you have heard that call and, as 
the song says, you declared “I have decided to 
follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning back.” 
If that is you, I want to draw your attention to 
what Philip does after Jesus “calls” him to fol-
low. John puts it this way. Jesus finds Philip 
and says “follow me.” Philip, in response, finds 
Nathaniel and says, “come and see.”
 Invitation. It is part of the life of a follower of 
Christ. It is something we respond to, but it is 
also something we have to extend. There is an 
invitation from our Lord to come and follow, to 
drink and eat, to stand on Him as our founda-

tion and hope, to trust in His faithfulness, rely 
on His grace and so many more invitations. 
And one of the ways we are like Him is we do 
the same. We invite to come and see, but also 
so much more. We need to be inviting people 
to journey with us, to repent and believe, to 
trust and obey, and so many other invitations.
 Calling is in the nature of God. Romans 
4:17 describes God as the one “who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist” (NRS). He called Abraham, 
He called Noah, He called David, He called 
the disciples, and He has called you. His call 
brings and brings us to life. Peter reminds us 
that that we “are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging 
to God, that you may declare the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).
 If this is who God is and what God does, 
who should we be and what should we do? 
Invite. Call. We should be a “come and see” 
people. Church, Easter is just a few days 
away. What a wonderful opportunity to say to 
someone “come and see.” It isn’t the beauti-
ful people of the church we want them to see, 
although you are beautiful. It isn’t the wonder-
ful building, although it is. It is Christ who we 
want them to meet and see.
 Let me leave you today with an invitation 
we have from the Psalmist: “Come, let us sing 
for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the 
Rock of our salvation. Let us come before him 
with thanksgiving and extol him with music 
and song” Psalm 95:1-2. 
 I invite you to come.

    Because of Him,
    Pastor Lynn 
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Luke 22:40
 When He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray 
that you may not enter into temptation.”
Matthew 6:13
 “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one”

 I was driving through pouring rain and didn’t hear 
when something hit my windshield. When the rain 
slowed, I saw a small divot in my windshield. I thought, 
“Well, it’s not that big; you can barely see it. I should 
get the windshield fixed, but there’s no rush. After all, 
it’s not in my line of sight.” I have seen other peo-
ple who had cars with divots much larger and it didn’t 
seem to be a problem for them. A few days later,I was 
driving and had the defroster on when cracks started 
coming out from the divot. I watched in disbelief as 
the cracks spread across 2/3 of my windshield. Now I 
had a problem.
 I called that day and made an appointment for the 
necessary repairs, but it was going to be almost two 
weeks. During that time the crack enlarged a couple 
more times. By the time the repairman came to fix 
my windshield, the cracks ran the entire width of my 
windshield and about half way up. There was no way 
I could NOT see the crackswhen I was driving. I com-
mented to the repairman that I couldn’t believe how 
much the little divot had messed up my windshield. 
He said, “It follows weaknesses in the glass. It follows 
the path of least resistance.”
 This made me think…. When the storms of life 
come, it’s easy to get caught up in temptation and do 
something you wouldn’t normally do (without even 
realizing that what you are doing is a bad idea). Af-
ter the storm has passed, you can see what you’ve 
done. The consequences may end up being a small 
ugly spot in your eyes, but that small ugly spot may 
have hit a weakness in you and lead you down a path 
that shatters everything good about your life. I had a 
momentlike this in my life. When I finally realized how 
bad things had gotten I looked at my life and thought 
“What have I done? How did I get here?”
 Praise the Lord for His grace and mercy. He can 
work all things to the good of those who love Him. He 
can repair the cracks we’ve made in the windshield 

Stephanie Johnson

Dear BUMC Family,

 I have appreciated every note and card 
received while I was down.

   
     Sue Hayes

Hello Everyone!

 It feels good to begin planning 
a meeting. I’m considering Tues-
day, April 20, at 4:30 p.m. as our 
first in person meeting. Please 
remember protocols (masks, dis-
tance, sanitized hands) remain in 
place for all gatherings at BUMC.  
On the agenda will be two impor-

tant items: a mission trip to Chicago in July 2021 
and a trip to Haiti in 2022. There is always a lot to 
be done at home, so I hope you are investing time 
in your community.
 I look forward to seeing everyone and hope we 
can finalize some ideas to put our faith and love of 
God into action.
 
  Wishing you many blessings,
   Charlotte Shepard
   Mission Chair

of our lives so we can clearly see the good path to 
follow... but how much better would it be if we took 
the time to pray while we are in those storms? If we 
prayed that we would “not fall into temptation, for 
the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Matthew
26:41

Father God,
 We pray that we do not fall into temptation. We 
pray for You to lead us through life’s storms without 
blemish. But when we fail, we pray that you will work 
our mistakes to the good. We pray for a clear vision 
of where you lead us as we walk through each day.
We love you and praise your holy name. Amen.

 After spring break we will be starting a walking-
group on Thursdays after prayer if you would like to 
join us. Prayer starts at 6:30.
 I will be at the church on Wednesday evenings at 
6:30 as well (while the youth are gathered togeth-
er) if anyone would like to have someone pray with 
them or if someone wants to go for a walk.
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Lesley Wilson

 Congratulations 
to Harlow Vowels! 

She memorized the Books 
of the Old Testament!

VBS June 7-11
5:30-8:15 p.m. 

Buck Grove Baptist Church 

BUMC will have to provide nightly volunteers. Sign-
up information will be coming soon. 

 VIVID is the Bible study our youth group have 
been working through during the month of March. 
I have tried to make myself more aware of the VIVID 
ways Christ is working in our church and through our 
youth ministry. I have tried to be more intentional 
about living a VIVID (more doing and less saying) 
type of relationship with Christ. Week after week, I 
am amazed at how Christ is showing up SO vividly! 
From the volunteering of small group leaders, to 
adults who cook and feed our youth on Wednesdays 
so they can come straight from sports practices or 
work to youth, through the mission trip fundraisers 
that just keep providing, to the prayers we are seeing 
answered, all the way down to just being able to SEE 
people in person in the near future! 
 If we just seek Christ, open our eyes and our hearts, 
GOD IS SO VERY VIVID! I encourage you to read the 
book of James! It has been a wonderful study for our 
youth! 
 Thank you to each of you who continue to contrib-
ute, help and support our TRIBE! 
 Calendar Updates: No Youth on Wednesday, April 
7, during Spring Break. Senior Sunday is scheduled 
for Sunday, May 16, 2021. All seniors who wish to par-
ticipate in this special Sunday in the life of our church 
are asked to contact me by Friday, April 2. 
 Mission Trip Update/Events: Don’t forget the Mis-
sion Trip Yard Sale on Saturday, April 17, in the FLC. If 
you have anything to donate, please bring it to the 
church any time after Sunday, April 11. The youth will 
be available on Wednesday, April 14, to help unload 
and carry in items if you want to bring them that 
evening from 6-7:30 pm. We’d love to unload them 
for you!

    Love In Christ,
    Kelly



 Okay, two things: 
 One, beginning Sunday, April 11, we are going to 
try to have worship without your having to go online 
or call and make a reservation. We are still asking 
that you wear a mask, sanitize your hands as you 
come in, don’t come if you are feeling sick or are run-
ning a fever, still keep your distance from each other 
and still no hugs or handshakes. As you come in, you 
will see the chairs grouped in pairs, triads, quads, 
and whatever groups of five are called. Please sit in 
the grouping that fits your group. We know things are 
changing, and we at least wanted to take this step 
into what will one day be back to something similar 
to normal.
 Two, don’t forget to live out your life in Christ (which 
is all your life) without reservations. Don’t hold back 

Without Reservations

Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service

Monday, March 29 - Friday, April 2
12:00 noon Meade County Ministerial Association
  Holy Week Services streamed to our
  public Facebook page

Thursday, April 1 - Maundy Thursday
3:00 p.m. In Person Communion Service
6:30 p.m. In Person Communion Service

Friday, April 2 - Good Friday
9:00 a.m. Good Friday Online Experience
  (available all day on Facebook,
     YouTube and Web site)

H O L Y  W E E K  S C H E D U L E

Saturday, April 3 - Holy Saturday
5:30 p.m. Acoustic Service

Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday
8:00 a.m. Contemporary Service
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Service
  (live streamed - Facebook & YouTube)
No Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
  (live streamed - Facebook & YouTube)

Facebook Page and YouTube Channel:
 Brandenburg United Methodist Church
Web site: www.brandenburgumc.com

in the way you love. That may mean you have to hold 
back in the way you treat others or speak to others. 
Let forgiveness and grace come first. Leave room 
for God to work. Don’t let having to be right or to win 
cause someone else to lose. Don’t hold back in the 
way you give yourself to Christ. If you feel Him call-
ing you to something/someone, then go, knowing He 
is already ahead of you and has been at work way 
before you. Don’t hold back in how you express your 
gratitude to Him, and let it overflow and be shown in 
how generous and extravagant you are in your kind-
ness. What would life look like if you and I lived with-
out reservations?

   Because of Him,
    Lynn Beach



Youth Mission to Puerto Rico

Hurricane Maria Recovery

Yard Sale Fundraiser 
Saturday, April 17, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Please drop off yard sale items in the FLC any time AFTER noon on Sunday, 
April 11.  Due to construction, we cannot store items any earlier than that. 
Please leave items in right side of the FLC (as you face the stage). 

there will be no mountain mission pickup 
at bumc this spring. 

please donate items to the youth mission yard 
sale any time after sunday, april 11. 
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