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Building Bridges . . . Creating Connections
Connect with Jesus
Connect in Community
Connect to Your Purpose and Mission in Life

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-
day and forever.
      – Hebrews 13:8

 This simple but profound Bible verse has 
come to my mind a lot lately. Everyday life has 
changed dramatically in the course of a few 
short weeks. Stores and business have closed 
and we are asked not to visit each other or 
gather physically in worship. I often find myself 
wondering what post Covid-19 looks like and 
what cultural shifts and changes might become 
permanent much like our post 9/11 reality. The 
truth is no one has all these answers. We are 
living in the moment and adjusting daily. That is 
why this verse of scripture is so important for us 
to remember. Amidst all of the uncertainty and 
unknowns, God’s word speaks this truth to us. 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever. 
 During this upcoming Holy Week, we must 
remember that our different routines do not 
change the significance of the week leading up 
to Easter. While we will not gather together, your 
worship team has put together a special serv-
ice which you can view on Maundy Thursday or 
Good Friday. It will feature dramatic readings 
from members of our congregation along with 
narration and visuals. If you have not joined 

in the live worship stream, please be sure you 
do so on Easter. We’ve made it easy for any-
one with a smart phone, tablet, or computer to 
participate. You can visit the front page of the 
church website and be directed to the proper 
place to view. Your can view on Facebook, or 
you can view on another site without Facebook.
 Continue to take care of yourselves and 
those around you. This is a time for our church 
to practice one of our prominent themes: Love 
Your Neighbor. 

  Be well and be at Peace,
	 	 	 Pastor	Jeff	
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 As I begin this month’s newsletter entry, I 
can’t help but sit and think about what I was do-
ing when I wrote the entry for last month.  Have 
you found yourself noticing that all of the things 
we were HAVING to do this time last month, we 
are WANTING to do right now?  I HAVE to go to 
work/school/practice, I HAVE to go to the grocery, 
I HAVE to prepare this week’s youth lesson, I HAVE 
to figure out the games for our Spring Youth Re-
treat, I HAVE to......  Ironically, now we find our-
selves WANTING to do all of those things.  I have 
spent the last two weeks pondering how all of the 
I HAVE tos are really absolute blessings.  
 I pray this pent up energy changes our hearts 
from I HAVE tos to I CAN’T WAIT tos. I CAN’T WAIT 
to get back to youth, I CAN’T wait to get back 
to church, I CAN’T WAIT to get back to school, I 
CAN’T WAIT to hang out with my friends. 
 Lord, thank you for opening our eyes and help-
ing us see that ALL of those things we take for 
granted each day can be taken away so quickly.  
May we be more thankful for what you provide 
and how you’ve blessed us.  May we not take for 
granted the opportunities you give us to live in a 
country of freedom. May this time teach us to love 
and appreciate YOU and your power more.
 To my Tribe--I miss you SO very much!  I CAN’T 
WAIT to negotiate nine square/gaga ball time vs Bi-
ble study, I CAN’T wait to clean up all of your snack 
messes in the youth room, I CAN’T wait to watch 
you roll your eyes and sigh when I say it’s time to 
start a new lesson, I CANNOT WAIT....honestly, I 
really can’t!  Y’all are the BEST!  I pray our return 
to normalcy comes with more grateful hearts and 
appreciation for the little things and opportunities 
we have grown to take for granted.  We will all be 
better for COVID-19.

   Love In Christ,
   Kelly Wilson

Update from your Building Team
 In January, we met again with the leaders of the Youth 
and Children's Ministries (Kelly Wilson and Leslie Wil-
son) and the Director of Parents Day Out (Lynne Trot-
ter) to insure the proposed floor plans would meet their 
needs. We went through those comments with Prodigy. 
After receiving revised drawings from Prodigy on March 
16, Ron Barger, Pastor Jeff, and Tom McQuary met with 
several people involved with meal preparations. The dis-
cussion led to possible changes to the current kitchen 
and pantry/storage areas to better accommodate our meal 
ministries. While the kitchen was not one of the original 
priorities listed in our building proposal, we wanted to 
make improvements if funds would allow. 
 Then the world changed. Social distancing and Cov-
id-19 became everyday phrases. Since that time the 
Leadership Council has had two tele-conferences. The 
direction recommended by the Leadership Council is to 
pursue the maintenance oriented pieces of the building 
program. Those would be the repair of defects contribut-
ing to water intrusion and deterioration of the front ex-
terior of the sanctuary and construction of overhanging 
eaves and reinstallation of windows of the Family Life 
Center. The Leadership Council’s rationale is that these 
items of work must be done even without the need for 
facility modification to accommodate our youth and chil-
dren's programs. There is currently money in the bank 
designated for the building project that will more than 
cover the maintenance parts of the building program. 
 Based on that, Prodigy is focusing on the maintenance 
and repair work (front of the sanctuary and eaves around 
the FLC). Prodigy is currently seeking bids for those 
two sub-projects. As part of that effort, they are invit-
ing a firm that performs historical restoration to look at 
the sanctuary. We want to identify with certainty what 
factors have caused the water absorption into the brick 
before we spend a lot of money repainting it. He hopes 
to have firm bids within two weeks, at which time we can 
authorize Prodigy to proceed with the work. 
 There remains approximately eight weeks of design 
work on the Parish Hall renovation, new addition, and 
kitchen renovation design. Given the latest direction to 
Prodigy, they will not seek hard bids until the design for 
that part of the program is complete. If you have ques-
tions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your building 
co-chairs, Tom McQuary and Ron Barger. 
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On Sunday, March 22, Kelly Wilson challenged the tribe 
to a virtual game and gave them 22 hours to respond. 
Congratulations to our top 3 winners based on the assigned points per item!

3rd place—Ian Boyer (they have extra Bibles if you need one or 17!)
2nd place—Brooke McElfresh (they have an extra roomy car if you need a ride!)

1st place—Megan Corley (they have extra supplies of TP and hand sanitizer 
which put them over the top!)

The Great Coronavirus Scavenger Hunt of March 22

1st

3rd

2nd

CORONAVIRUS 
Challenge

Combine as many things as possible into 
ONE PICTURE for the most points possible

*Only one photo per student
*Must submit by midnight tonight

1 Point 3 Points
• Lysol Spray • Baby Picture
• Video Game Controller • Each Bible
• Mismatched Socks • Each TP Roll
• Each person in picture • Each bottle of Purell

5 Points 10 Points
• Slice of Pizza • Hair in Pigtails
• Parent in Picture • Wearing Roller Skates
• Pet in Picture     or Ice Skates
• Cross • Standing on your head
 • In the car
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Calling All Pilgrims!
By Mary Beth McQuary

 I invite you to join me for a tour of a lifetime to the 
Holy Land! This pilgrimage will expand your knowl-
edge of the Bible and this sacred land. You will fol-
low the footsteps of Jesus in Galilee, Jerusalem, 
Nazareth and other places across Israel. We plan 
to depart from Louisville on January 4, and return 
January 13, 2021.
 We hope the Corona virus will soon no no longer 
be with us, and we can proceed with making reser-
vations. I will be your tour host along with Pastor Jim 
Robinson from Glasgow, KY. Educational Opportuni-
ties is the name of the Christian tour company we 
are working with to provide you with this experience. 
 This is Tom’s and my second tour of Israel and 
Jim’s third tour. 
 I will be setting up informational sessions for 
anyone interested in learning more once we can 
gather again at the church.
 In the meantime, I can assist you with more de-
tails, answers to questions, completing registration 
and locating the correct 10-day group tour to Israel. 
For more information, I may be reached via e-mail 
at mbmcquary@gmail.com. 

Finance Report
 Due to the Covid-19 virus and being forced to meet 
only online, we are currently monitoring the financial 
health of the church very closely. Because many people 
give on the first of the month, we were able to have a 
good offering in the beginning of March. We have also 
seen an increase in those who are giving electronically. 
We now have a total of 59 families who are giving elec-
tronically through Vanco, our giving service provider. 
They are one of the largest providers of electronic giv-
ing services to churches. We have added the option to 
give by texting to our unique telephone number. There 
are persons who continue to mail their contributions to 
the church at 215 Broadway. 
 With April being the first full month without receiv-
ing an offering in the physical space, we will continue 
to monitor how our giving is being affected. We encour-
age the congregation to continue to be faithful and to 
see stewardship as a spiritual issue that is not related to 
meeting in physical space, but honoring and worshipping 
God regardless of the circumstances. 

Brandenburg United Methodist Church
   
@BburgUMC                   bburgumc

Follow us on Social Media!

Check in often on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Likes & Shares = People Reached 

 When our members are actively informed and 
engaged, we can more effectively reach those who 
are not current members/Christ followers. Help us 
share the great things happening in our church! 
 If interested in helping us keep our social media 
platforms current, please call the church office at 
270-422-2810 or e-mail info@bburgumc.org

Because He lives
we can face tomorrow

Because He lives 
all fear is gone
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Faith the Size of a Mustard Seed

 In Matthew 17:20  Jesus says that “if you have 
faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to 
this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’, and it will 
move; nothing will be impossible to you.”
 In Luke 17:5-6  Jesus said to the apostles, “If 
you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to 
this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and be planted in 
the sea’; and it would obey you.”
 I don’t know about anyone else,  but I don’t know 
what having faith like a mustard seed is like. I wor-
ry about everything, it seems. I doubt everything I 
have done. I feel as if I have failed in every aspect 
of my life. I don’t have faith in my ability to do any-
thing right. 
 Maybe that’s the point. Maybe the problem is I 
think I have to do it all myself. In Proverbs 3:5-6 
Jesus says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.”  I read this and it’s comforting 
and easy to read, but hard to do. Doubt plagues my 
mind, blowing away all my faith and trust in the Lord 
like the wind blows leaves off trees in the fall, until I 
have no faith left. I doubt that he will make my path 

Stephanie Johnson

straight, that he cares enough to take care of me. 
Who am I? I am nobody. 
 In Matthew 10:29-31 He says “Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But 
even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than 
many sparrows.” 
 This is my mustard seed verse. I can have faith 
and trust in the Lord because he cares for me. 
He knows the number of hairs on my head. He is 
more than able to fully understand any situation I 
may find myself in. He is omnipotent and all know-
ing and he cares enough to leave the 99 just to 
save one like me. 
 I challenge each of you (just as much as I chal-
lenge myself) to take each worry, each doubt, each 
concern to God with the knowledge and faith that 
he hears you, he loves you and he will take care 
of you. Remember, faith can move mountains. 
Our seeds of prayer, made in faith, can change 
everything. 
 “Lord, during these times of worry and 
doubt, help us to plant our mustard seeds of 
faith in You. Let us trust that You know us, You 
care about us, and You will take care of us. We 
do not have to take everything on. That is not 
our job. We only need to put our hope and our 
trust in You.  You care for us more than we will 
ever comprehend. You will provide for us and 
strengthen us more than we know.” 

                             Amen

Dear BUMC Church Family,

 Thank you for your love and prayers during Steve’s ill-
ness and passing and for the food, flowers, calls and visits. I 
will always be grateful. 

  Jane Slinger

Staff-Parish Relations Report
With the retirement of Jeff Carter will come the appoint-
ment of a new pastor for our church. Based on conversa-
tions with our District Superintendent, it looks like we 
will have information on who the incoming pastor will 
be a few weeks after Easter. In the meantime, we will 
be learning about the start date for the new pastor and 
how this process might be affected by the current health 
crises our nation faces. We had tentatively set a date of 
May 31st to have a retirement celebration for the Carters. 
We will continue to monitor the fluid situation and ad-
just as necessary. Please keep your leadership team and 
the church in your prayers during this important time of 
transition. 
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