Week # 3—July 22-28
Mission Indy, Inc.
2020 N. Girls School Road
Indianapolis, IN
46214

This was our largest week in many Groups from Fairfield CC (IN),
years with 105 participants from five Orrville CC (OH) Christ’s Church
(IL), New Hope Church (IL) and
(5) different churches.
Walnut Community Bible Church
also from Illinois served with us.

God has given us the privilege of working with and pouring our lives into
college-age interns each summer since 2003. We offer this ongoing
series of catching up with former interns, and learning how God has used
Mission Indy in their journey of faith.

Train
Encourage
Challenge
Motivate

Molly (Vance) Taylor
Sunday night games are always
fun and it is a good way to get the
groups interacting.

From demolition to house painting

Follow us on:
Pastor David from Brookside
Community Church opened up
the Word each Sunday evening.

@missionindyinc
@Mission_Indy
@mission_indy
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From interior church painting to Play
Camp…

Loading up each morning for a
day of adventure.
We are so thankful for the many
people who made this possible—
from Mindy and her kitchen crew
to Matt Hardin and the band from
New hope CC to Casey Newbold
from Mosaic Church and Eric
Opportunities to serve were exciting
Howard from Outreach Inc.
and varied.

I served with Mission Indy the
summer of 2005 alongside several other interns to lead different student work projects and
work with homeless youth.
What a summer it was—that
was the year I prayed that God
would grow and stretch my
faith, and did he ever! I was
challenged in my perceptions of
poverty, and learned so much
about our unique call as Christians to care for those in need.
I still remember a young 21
year old woman I met who had a newborn and was couch surfing. We would talk and play games
at one of the inner city church rec centres. She was especially good at Phase 10, and the game
would get a bit heated as we competed to finish a phase before the other could lay down cards! At
her feet the baby just snoozed on, not a care in the world. We were about the same age, and we
connected even though our lives were very drastically different. God does that sometimes doesn’t
He? He places people in our lives we wouldn’t normally come in contact with, and shows us that
we are each designed in God’s likeness and He cares very deeply for us.
During one of our house painting projects, I met a young father who shared his story with us. He
had been deeply entrenched in a gang when a young Christian woman moved into the neighbourhood. As he got to know her—and through her, Christ—he came to the realisation that God was
calling the young man to Himself. It was his next statement that I have carried with me. With the
very next breath, the young father said he had a young son (he ended up marrying the Christian
girl from the neighbourhood), and even though he desperately hoped his son didn’t take the path
he took, if that was the path he needed to take in order for him to meet God, then so be it. It blew
my mind that he trusted God so much with his son’s faith journey that he was willing to let his son
go through pain in order to know God deeper. That’s faith.
I now live and work in New Zealand, and my husband and I are in the fundraising process of starting our second church in my husband’s home country. It is one of the most beautiful places you
will ever find. When God created the world He must have had a lot of leftover scenery, because it
all ended up in New Zealand! I couldn’t think of a more beautiful place to raise my family. Beneath
that scenic exterior, however, is a deep seated pain - especially in the youth of the nation. New
Zealand has the highest youth suicide rate in the world and has for the last decade. More and
more students are struggling with anxiety, mental illness, bullying, loneliness, and depression.
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I work in a public school as a youth worker, and I hang out with junior high students each
week. They are some of the most amazing people you will ever meet. They are open about
their struggles, and have so much potential to truly change the world. I mentored a 15 year old
girl last year who went through some extremely traumatic events surrounding gang abuse. She
wrote a heart-wrenching journal about her journey and how she felt, and next to each journal
entry she had drawn or painted an illustration. My favourite line was “it’s the days when it
seems like I’m giving into my demons, those are the days I’m fighting the hardest.” It has been
a blessing to walk alongside her and see her continuing to fight those demons today.
Because Mission Indy gave me a foundation for listening to the stories of people who may or
may not be different from me, it has opened my ears and heart to hear the stories of the New
Zealand students I work with. It is through those stories that I’m able to share my hope for the
future because of what Christ has done for me. I have a better understanding of who God is
and that He loves each one of us completely and unconditionally. This is the hope that New
Zealand desperately longs for, and why we are planting new churches there.

Hosted at Chapel Rock CC
Groups from Fairfield CC,
Fortville CC and 1st Reformed
Church of Bluffton joined us for
Week # 1 in late June.
In these two pictures, a group
works to build a wall for the Impact Christian Campus House
right next door to West Park CC.
New skills were learned by the
participants as many did things

This week’s theme was Sports,
so the kids were led in Futsal,
Basketball, Misc. Games and
Football.
Scraping old paint off the windows in preparation of new
caulk and paint.
Here at the same location, a
new handrail was installed
while old bushes were removed and the front flower
beds mulched and pruned.

We thank God for the testimony of Molly and the story she shared of her family’s work
in New Zealand. Please pray with us for them as they continue to serve the Lord and
the people of New Zealand.
Prayers & Praises









Praise God for a safe and
fruitful summer
Praise God for the six (6)
Summer Interns who served
well and learned much.
Please pray now as we plan
for the fall of 2018 and the
year of 2019!
Please pray the dates we select will be filled with eager
church groups who will come.
Also, please pray we will find
three (3) Church Hosts and
are successful in finding new
donor partners

“Joy

The week culminated with a
field trip to the NCAA Hall of
Fame in downtown Indy. The
kids were divided into age
groups and received an informative and interactive tour.

is the

consequence of
following Jesus no
matter what the cost;
not the motive for
making small
sacrifices in the
hope they’ll pay big”
John Alexander

Groups small or large
are welcomed and
equipped to be the
“Church” wherever
they hail from.

they had never done before.
It is exciting to watch young people use their hands to serve others while learning to follow Jesus.
Meanwhile, another part of the
group worked on the West Park
Church building.

The group also fixed the back
gate, so much was accomplished.
The 1st Reformed group
along with part of the Fairfield
group served at Brookside
Community Church with their
Summer Play Camp.

We were blessed to have Patsy
Phillips lead a great food prep
crew. Thanks also to Matt Hardin and the Band from New
Hope CC. Jed Fuller spoke to
the group each evening with
passion.

