2020 N. GIRLS SCHOOL ROAD INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46214

December 2017 News
PREPARING FOR A HARVEST
Most of our experience
tells us that harvest
time comes along in
the Fall. It is true for
crops and produce.
After the tedious work
of planting and weeding there comes a time
when the fruit of all that
labor is ready for harvesting. Farmers know
the routine all too well.
So too avid gardeners
and novices.
For Mission Indy, there
is a different cycle. In
the Fall, rather than
harvesting, we begin
planting. We are planting seeds at colleges
and universities across
the Mid-West, as well
as the churches we are
invited to speak at.

W e v is it e d 9 di f f e r e n t s c h o o ls , as we l l
a s t wo c o nf e r en c es ,
t h is f a l l a n d t al k e d
wi t h m a n y s t u d e nt s ,
r e g a r d i n g t h e pr o grams. W e have
m o r e c o n t ac t na m e s
a n d e m a i ls t h a n i n
p r e v i o us ye a r s , s o
t h e p o t en t i al is h i g h.

Kaitlyn & Nathanael at

Kaitlyn talking with students

Taylor University.

about her Fellowship experiences.

We are planting seeds
that we pray will sprout
and bloom beginning in
the Spring and continuing through the Summer.
MI plants seeds of opportunity for college
students to spend a
Summer with us, learning and serving as
Summer Interns AND
for college seniors to
think about spending
the year after graduation being intentionally
formed and shaped as
they participate in our
Post Graduate Fellowship or IFI.
Please pray with us for
the Lord of the Harvest
to prepare those students He wants to be a
part of Mission Indy
2018!

W e a r e b e l i ev i n g
t h a t G od wi l l b r i n g
us many actual app l i c a nt s f o r b ot h
p r o g r a m s . T h is wi l l
give Mission Indy
t h e o p p o rt u n it y t o
T r a i n, C h al l e n g e,
E n c o u r ag e an d M o t i v a t e t h o s e yo u n g
p e o p l e t o b ec o m e
l e a d e r s a n d s e rv ants in the Kingdom
of God come on
e a r t h.
P R AY E R S AN D
P R AI S E S :
 Praise for God’s continued faithfulness.

Elizabeth (Heuss) Gray (2009)
talking to students at Grace College
- Below is her testimony.
It is no exaggeration to say that my internship with
Mission Indy was one of the most incredible and impactful experiences of my life! Almost a decade later,
I still think back to the lessons I learned during that
time about what it means to truly be a part of the
Church and to love my neighbor as myself in a wide
variety of contexts. I am immensely grateful that I
had the opportunity to partner with amazing ministries in Indianapolis, serve alongside other believers,
and grow in faith - both through knowledge and
through action. I cannot wait to see what God does in
the lives of each new team of interns, and I wholeheartedly recommend supporting this great organization!

 That God will motivate
Intern applicants!
 For wisdom to discern
what the Lord is doing.
 For connections to new
donors and supporters.
 For our upcoming
J-Term Training and
Mission Trip with
Trader’s Point Christian
School.
 For our Board of Directors as we seek to develop and grow.
 For employer partners
for the Fellowship.

Mi s s i o n I n d y I n c .
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Year –End Giving
As many of you know, this has been a challenging year financially. With participation levels low,
and no new funding partners coming on board, Mission Indy income is not keeping up with
expenses. We know the Lord still has good and important work for MI to do, and we know that He
has no lack of resources. If you are not a current monthly partner, would you prayerfully consider
becoming one now? If you are a current supporter, THANK YOU! As you prayerfully consider
how the Lord directs you with any Year-End Giving that you will do, please consider a generous
Year-End Gift to Mission Indy. Thanks for your consideration.

Fall Retreat for Hazelwood Christian Church

Break time anyone?
Carpet to Go!

Worship with Nathanael & Amber

“It is not your business to
succeed, but to do right.
When you have done so,
the rest lies with God.”
- C.S. Lewis
When a tree falls...

Removing Shelving

Are we done yet?

Old Southside Demo Crew
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Where Are They Now?

Brian Walker (2008) & Katie
I was an intern over the summer of 2008. During that
summer, I learned a lot of
great things about leadership,
the Kingdom of God and
even myself. Some of the
most shaping moments of
that summer were doing an
inner-city VBS, conversations
I had with students on the
worksites, working with those
experiencing homelessness
and being in charge of students on a worksite. These
moments created space for
God to work within me and
help shape me for the years
that were and are to come.
It’s crazy to think it has been
9 years, since my time interning with Mission Indy. So
much has happened in that
time. In 2011, I graduated
from Cincinnati Christian University with a Bachelors in
Worship Ministry. Shortly after, I moved to Northwestern
Indiana and worked as a
Campus Worship Minister,
while working on my Masters
at the Robert Webber Institute for Worship Studies. In
2014, I graduated from IWS
and moved south to Colum-

bus, IN where I’m currently
Today, I still feel a disconnect
the Worship Arts Minister at
between our corporate worFirst Christian Church. While
ship gatherings and the
serving here, I met my wife,
whole life worship God has
Katie. We’ve been married
called us to. With God’s help,
almost 2 years now. I’m sure
I’m striving to find ways to
God has many great things in
connect, expand and unify
store for us here and I’m look- our understanding of worship
to encompass our everyday
ing forward to them.
lives. The service opportuniBy this point you might be
ties Mission Indy offers prowondering how my experivide vital space for this to
ence with Mission Indy has
translated to worship ministry. happen.
To answer that we have to go
back before my summer at
MI. MI has always had a
strong partnership with my
home church, Chapel Rock. I
remember growing up with MI
and doing my first Saturday
work project at a house on
the near Eastside of Indy.
There were many Saturdays
to follow, which
Brian in 2008
finally led to the
opportunity for
These moments
me to intern.
created space for God
Editors Note:
These many opto work within me and
portunities of
help shape me for the
We are
service had the
years that were and
thankful for
cumulative efare to come.
the way God
fect of helping to
is using the
shape and inWalkers in
form my underthe
church
in
Columbus
to
standing of worship.
lead the body of Christ there,
“Therefore, I urge you, brothin following Jesus more comers and sisters, in view of
pletely.
God’s mercy to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God—
this is your true and proper
worship.” Romans 12:1
Worship isn’t just singing
songs on a Sunday morning.
It’s about turning our whole
lives toward worshipping God
and bringing Him glory. Mission Indy helped connect and
establish this idea within me.
2008 Intern Team

Kaitlyn Bugno - Fellowship Participant
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When I arrived in Indianapolis at the end of
August, I didn’t know
what to expect. I wondered what it would be
like to live in the inner
city, if I would enjoy
my job, or if my neighborhood would ever
feel like home. I was
stepping into the unknown, unsure of what
kind of experience lay
ahead of me. My fears
quickly dissipated,
however, as I was welcomed into community
on the near east side of
Indianapolis, not only
within the fellowship
program, but into the
larger Englewood
neighborhood where I
live, and the Brookside
neighborhood where I
work. Over the course
of the last few months,
these communities
have been such a gift to
me, and quickly made
the near east side feel
like home. I frequently
find myself wondering
at the kindness and
hospitality that has
been extended to me
through my neighbors,
my roommates, and
those at both Brookside
and Englewood Community Church.
During my time in Indianapolis, I have the
opportunity to work for
Brookside Community
Church as a program
and volunteer coordinator for their community development corporation. I work with
their reentry and afterschool initiatives.
Reentry works to provide support for individuals leaving prison

and their afterschool
program, Play, seeks to
use activities such as
theater and basketball
to help students heal
from traumatic life experiences. I also attend
church at Brookside,
and my life has been
deeply enriched by being a part of the congregation. Brookside is
a culturally and ethnically diverse church
congregation committed to walking alongside one another in pursuit of Christ, believing
that as Christ’s people
we are called to take
part in His reconciliation of all things.
It has been wonderful
to be a part of a church
community so different
than any I’ve ever experienced before, and
be witness to the transformative work of
God’s grace and love
through the local
church. I’ve had the
opportunity to work
with and get to know
people with diverse
experiences and backgrounds and now have
the honor of calling
some of those individuals friends. I am frequently overwhelmed
by the harsh realities of
life for some of those

who I have come to
know, but am equally
humbled by their resilience and their faith.
Even more surprising
to me, is how often I
see myself reflected in
their stories, how much
we share in common
despite our differences.
I am reminded that we
belong to one another,
that we need one another, and that this is a
gift rather than a burden.
My time in Indianapolis has been full of connection and beauty, as
well as brokenness and
heartbreak. There is no
denying that this city
bears the scars of generational poverty, inequity, and oppression.
I have only begun to
learn about the complexities of the city,
area, and the neighborhoods that I inhabit.
However, since my
arrival in August, I
have been inspired by
the vibrant life, humor
and beauty that exists
despite profound brokenness and despair. I
am reminded, during
the mundane acts of
everyday life, that reconciliation is slow and
quiet and is for me as
well as my neighbor.
There is so much that I
could say about my
time with the fellowship, and what it has
meant to me, but I believe it is best summed
up in just one word:
thankful.

