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1. LEARNING THE ABCs

I once was a financial ignoramus. Even
what I thought I knew was wrong. I knew
how to stay out of debt, but I knew nothing
about increasing wealth.

• For my kids’ post-high school 
education, I had saved nothing.

• For my retirement, I had invested 
zero dough.

• As a renter, I was building no equity 
in a home.

• I had no financial counselor. I wouldn’t 
have understood her anyway.

• Playing the stock market seemed as 
risky as playing the ponies.

Luckily, there is a cure for financial 
ignorance — it’s called learning. In two
years time, here’s what happened.

• I learned the basics. It didn’t take long. 
I simply read things written by experts 
who assumed I knew nothing. They 
were right!

• I didn’t become a financial genius, but 
stock reports and discussions about 
investing no longer sound like Swahili 
to me.

• I understand what my financial 
counselor says. Yes, I went out and 
found one.
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• I’ve begun to make safe-yet-profitable 
investments for retirement.

• My wife and I just moved into a house. 
Goodbye, dead-end rent payments.  
Hello, mortgage payments leading to 
home ownership.

I haven’t become rich, but I’ve learned the
ABC’s of handling finances and building
wealth gradually. Would you like to learn
the same?

Other ABC’s Worth Knowing

At the time I was first learning about
finances, I met Greg, a struggling young
screenwriter who pays the bills by working
as a part-time investment adviser.

One day Greg said to me, “Dad and Mom
were wonderful Christians who raised a
large family on a tiny salary. But now they
have nothing to retire on. Here they knew
all about God, but when it came to saving
and investing, they didn’t have a clue.”

“Are you saying,” I asked, “that it’s 
more important to know about money 
than God?”

“No, I appreciate everything my folks
taught me. But wouldn’t it be better to 
be well informed about both God and
financial management? They aren’t 
mutually exclusive topics. In fact, they
enhance each other.”
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Greg’s comments stuck with me. As I
learned about finances, I was surprised 
to find parallels between wise money 
management and Christ’s teachings. To
experience well-rounded success in life, 
we need the ABCs about both kinds of 
wisdom. Therefore, in this booklet, I’ll 
be teaching them side by side.

2. SELECTING A 
FINANCIAL ADVISER

Counselors Are Worth It

Money management is not simple. You
need skills and information in several key
areas. 

• Management of checkbook, budget, etc.

• Identification of your present assets 
and liabilities.

• Getting and staying out of debt.

• Setting personal financial goals, such as 
house, college, etc.

• Insurance: health, auto, property, life,
etc.

• Taxes: how to pay less legally.

• Saving for retirement.
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You need to know the basics in each of
these areas. However, few people have the
time or training to become experts. That is
why most of us find it worth the effort and
cost to seek the guidance of financial
experts. They come in different flavors,
according to the services they provide.

• Financial planners help you analyze all 
the money management areas listed 
above and teach you how to use your 
rubles wisely.

• Investment adviser. They provide 
information and advice, but you do 
the actually buying and selling. 
Stockbrokers and insurance agents may 
also function as investment advisers.

• Investment managers. They invest your 
money for you and charge fees for the 
negotiations. Meanwhile, you manage 
your personal finances.

How do you find a financial adviser? 
Ask friends and relatives to recommend 
a person or firm. The Funding Exchange 
(666 Broadway, Suite 500, New York, NY
10012; tel.: 212-529-5300) can suggest 
advisers in your area. When you have
gathered some names, contact the advisors
and talk with them. Don’t be afraid to ask
them questions, such as:

• Do you have other clients in my 
financial situation? My I have the 
names and phone numbers of a few 
of them?
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• May I see your ADV Form (which 
reports key professional information)?

• What is the method by which you 
are compensated?

As you interview them, take note of the 
following issues. Does this person:

• allow me to speak and listen attentively?

• communicate at my level, or does he 
bury me in jargon?

• avoid answering some questions?

• promise big earnings on questionable 
investments?

• appear more intent on serving me than 
serving his own interests? 

• make me feel comfortable? Do I 
trust him?

Selecting a financial counselor calls for 
caution and thorough investigation.  He 
or she must be knowledgeable, honest, 
and worthy of your trust.

The Most Generous Investor

In some ways, establishing a relationship
with God is like building a relationship
with a financial adviser. When financial
advisors and investment companies want
you to consider a possible investment, they
provide you a document called a prospectus.
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It gives all the info you need to ponder the
reliability of the investment. God also 
provides us a prospectus, a written 
document concerning His reliability. The
Lord’s prospectus is called the Bible. In it
we can analyze God’s investment strategies
and style. We can determine whether God
is worthy of our trust.

The Bible begins by describing God as an
investor with a unique method.

• “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).

• “So God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them. God 
blessed them and said to them, ‘Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it.’” (Genesis 1:27-28)

• “God looked at all that He had made 
(sky, land, sea, plants, animals, and 
people) and it was very good” 
(Genesis 1:31).

Do you know what’s most amazing about
this story? God the Creator never sent
Adam and Eve a bill like this:
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RENT AND UTILITIES

Time period: another month of life.

The air you breathe: $1,000

Sunshine: $1,000

Rental of land: $1,000

All you can eat: $1,000

Use of body, mind, & soul: $1,000

PLEASE REMIT 
THIS AMOUNT: $5,000

God, as the Great Investor, supplies all the
wealth found in the universe.  Whatever
we humans produce is a mere byproduct
of His gifts to us. Money is a sign and
token of human energy combined with
earthly resources. Even though the Lord
had every right to charge us for the gift of
being alive, He chose to foot the bill
Himself. Life—with all its amenities—is a
gift, a present, a freebie.

In the face of this fact, a question arises: Is
this God worthy to be my financial and
spiritual adviser?

3. STAYING DEBT-FREE

The basic rule of money management is:
Spend less than you earn and save or

9



invest the rest. That’s easy. Easy until
advertisers urge you to purchase items on
time. Easy until every trip to the mailbox
contains another credit card offer.
However, two basic tools will help you stay
out of debt.

Fantastic Financial Tool #1

The first basic tool is a budget. A budget is
simply a plan of how you intend to spend
within the limits of your income. How do
you design a budget?

1. Purchase a pocket notebook. 

2. For 1-3 months write every expenditure 
in the notebook. (To help you 
remember, put an unusual object on 
your wallet, such as a paper clip, an 
elastic band or a sticky note with the 
word “budget.”)

3. At the end of the recording period, 
analyze your notebook (along with 
your bank and credit card statements).

4. Note regular periodic expenses that 
have to be made. Note your impulse 
purchases that should be avoided.

5. On the basis of this data, estimate the 
regular purchases and bills you should 
expect in the next 3 months.

6. Next, make a list of additional expenses 
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and purchases that may occur in the 
next three months. Include an amount 
you hope to save.

7. Then make a list of what income you 
expect in the next three months.

8. Now comes the moment of truth. 
Compare your expected expenses and 
income for the next three months.

9. If the expenses exceed the income (ouch!), 
delete or down-size expense items until 
your income exceeds your costs.

10. During the next three months, stick to 
your plan as much as possible.

Repeat steps 4-10 every three months. For
those comfortable with computers, software
programs like Quicken will do most of the
mathematical grunt work for you.

Fantastic Financial Tool #2

Even with a budget, some people run up
high-interest credit card bills they can’t
pay. To begin the journey toward freedom
from credit card debt, all you need is
Fantastic Financial Tool #2.

It’s called a scissors. Take a scissors—any
scissors—and cut all your credit cards in
half. (If you must have one card, spare just
one.) Bludgeon the rest!  You’ll be amazed
how this simple act of plastic carnage 
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lowers the risk of living beyond your means.

However, even one credit card can tempt
you to indulge in deficit spending.  Keep 
a close rein on that card. If it leads to 
high-interest debt, don’t hesitate to use
Fantastic Financial Tool #2 again.

In Hock with God

In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus advised us to
pray: “Our Father in heaven…forgive us
our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors.” In a previous section we saw that
God gives life to all people free of charge.
So why do we need to pray, “Forgive us
our debts”?

We don’t owe God for the use of life’s
blessings. But we do owe Him for our 
misuse of them. Picture this. Your neighbor
Rob borrows your car. You don’t expect
Rob to pay you anything. You let him drive
it because he’s your friend.  But when he
brings it back with a crumpled front end
and broken headlights, now Rob owes
you—not for using your car, but for 
misusing it.

But Rob makes excuses, “It’s just a little
dent. Big deal. I didn’t do it. It looked like
that when you loaned it to me.” 

Calling the police, you learn an accident
report was filed and Rob was ticketed for
reckless driving. Rob has done more than
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smash your car. He has damaged your
friendship—maybe beyond repair.

Just as Rob didn’t like to hear about his
debt to you, so people are reluctant to hear
the truth about the debts they owe to their
Generous God.  Whether in small, secret
ways or in big, public ways, at times we
all: 

• Dishonor parents

• Buck authority, law, and order

• Dilly-dally in sexual impurity

• Rip others off when we think we can 
get away with it

• Fib, distort, lie, and gossip

• Long to get more and more stuff, 
whatever it takes

What if you kept a notebook in which you
jotted down every time you misused the
good things and people God provides you?
The total would astound you. When Rob
tried to deny his guilt, that shattered your
friendship. It works the same with God.
The Lord is worthy to be our financial and
spiritual adviser, but we would rather not
listen.  Whether in small, secret ways or in
big, public ways, at times we all:

• Avoid hearing God’s words, so we 
don’t have to respond.
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• Twist what God has said, so it sounds 
more comfortable.

• Replace God with substitutes: wealth; 
things we own or want to own; 
even ourselves.

Do you feel yourself sliding deeper and
deeper into debt with God? I know how
you feel. We all belong to the Broke and
Bankrupt Bunch. None of us have the
wherewithal to even the account between
us and God. No wonder the Lord warns
us: “Your iniquities have separated you from
Me” (Isaiah 59:2). “Iniquities.”  Now there is
an archaic word! What does it mean? It’s 
related to the words “inequality, “ and
“unequal.” We can’t seem to get away 
from the idea of debt.

In the face of this fact, a question arises: Gulp
— how do I ever get out of hock with God?

4. SAVING FOR THE FUTURE

Rainy Days and Sunny Days

Why save money? First, you save for the
rainy days, in case you lose your job, are
disabled or experience some major property
loss. In your budget, save 10% of your
income until you have enough to cover all
your expenses for three months. This is
your Emergency Fund. Put it in a money
market account, a certificate of deposit, or
some other account that earns interest and 
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provides immediate access to the money.
When the rainy day comes, you want to
open your umbrella as quickly as possible.

Second, you save for sunny days, for 
long-range opportunities like a college
fund, starting a new business, and, in 
particular, retirement. Once you have
established your Emergency Fund, devote
your monthly 10% savings to investments
in stocks and bonds.

People usually fund their retirement by
three different investment methods.

• Social Security. This will cover only a 
fraction of your retirement needs.

To learn what you can expect from Social
Security, call 1-800-234-5772 and request a
Personal Earnings and Benefit Estimate
Statement (Form 7004-PC).

• Pension plans. Learn as much as you 
can about the plans offered by 
your employer.

• Tax-deferred plans: 401(k) plans for 
employed people, Keogh plans for 
self-employed workers, and Roth IRAs 
for everyone. Discuss these with your 
financial adviser.

Investing is based on a principle you
learned in kindergarten—sharing. You 
provide money for a company or 
government agency, and in exchange they
pay you for the use of your money. The
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two most common forms of investment 
are stock and bonds. 

Stocks

With stocks you purchase a share of a com-
pany. You become one of thousands of
owners, or shareholders. You earn money
in two ways: 

• Larger firms often pay dividends, 
payments based on the company’s 
current earnings; 

• As the price of a share of stock increases, 
so does the net worth of your shares.

Stocks are described in many different
ways. Here are a few common terms.

• Large cap, mid cap and small cap refer 
to the size of the company and how 
much capital (cap) it takes to run it. 

• Income stocks provide earnings 
primarily through dividend payments 
and not so much by increased value of 
shares. They tend to be from larger 
companies and those with a consistent 
market, such as a utility company.

• Growth stocks pay little or no dividends.
You invest in them expecting the stock 
price to rise. They tend to be new, 
smaller firms. In the film Forrest Gump, 
Lt. Dan invested in what Forrest 
thought was a fruit company! At that 
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time, Apple Computer was a small cap, 
growth stock company.

Bonds

With bonds you loan your money to a 
company or a government agency (federal,
state, or municipal). They agree to return
the funds to you after a predetermined
amount of time along with a predetermined
interest payment.

For example, the city of Riverton plans to
build a new bridge with income from
bonds. You purchase a 5-year $1000
Riverton municipal bond that earns 7%.
After five years, Riverton will return to 
you the original $1000 with compounded
interest of $402.

Risk vs. Reward. 

The two most important investment 
concepts are Risk and Reward. Reward is
the likelihood your investment will earn a
significant quantity of shekels. Risk is the
level of uncertainty that you will earn 
anything at all. You could even lose big, if
the stock you invested in plummets in price.

In general, stocks are riskier than bonds,
but the reward from stocks is higher. So
which should you invest in, stocks or
bonds? Both. You want to put your nest
eggs in several baskets, so they will be
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safer. Therefore, you should establish a 
balanced portfolio of investments in both
stocks and bonds. The model portfolio 
usually includes about 60% stocks and 40%
bonds. However, the kinds of stocks and
bonds will vary according to:

• how many years you are from retirement

• the amount of risk you can afford to take

• the current strength of the national and 
world economy

• your desire to minimize taxes on 
your earnings

Depend on your financial adviser to help
you decide which stocks and bonds best
meet your current needs.

Mutual Funds

As you can see, investing entails a fair
amount of work. First, you need to learn
enough to understand the basics. Then,
you have to investigate different stocks 
and bonds so that you invest intelligently.
Sounds like a big headache.  But there is
relief. In this case, relief is spelled 
M-u-t-u-a-l F-u-n-d-s.

A mutual fund is a company that invests
money for you and other investors.
Usually they invest in 20 to 200 companies,
with enough variety to give you the 
diversified, balanced portfolio you need.
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Mutual funds are perfect for rookie
investors like you and me. There are 
hundreds of mutual fund companies.  You
can research them and find out about their 
specialties, fund managers, methods, and
cost of services. To learn about a specific
mutual fund, write and ask for their
prospectus. It’s free.

Jesus Saves, Spends and Pays

Let’s review our accounts with God.

• He generously provides us life and the 
use of all things—for FREE.

• Because we misuse His gifts, we owe 
Him big time.

• We need a way to get out of hock 
with God.

If you have ever been in debt up to your
eyeballs, you know how lost and helpless it
feels. When we honestly face up to our
debts to God, we feel the same way. Is
there any escape from this poverty?

Joe was driving down a country road when
he saw a church sign with big letters:
“Jesus Saves.” “Hmm,” Joe thought to him-
self, “if even Jesus saves, I suppose I
should set aside something each month.”

Like Joe, many people don’t understand
the phrase “Jesus saves.” It doesn’t refer to
squirreling away money. It means Jesus
rescues, liberates, and redeems us from the
debts we owe God. When you can’t repay a
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huge debt, you need someone to redeem
you from your slavery to that debt by 
coming up with the dough you owe. That’s
exactly what Jesus did. Some people spend
and spend, but never pay what they owe.
Jesus spent and spent until He had paid
entirely for what we owed God. This 
happened on the cross where He was
nailed and died in our place.

The worst part of our debt to God is that 
it breaks our friendship with the Most
Generous Being in the Universe. That’s a
disaster greater than bankruptcy.  What 
we deserve is to be separated from the
Generous God now, while we walk this
earth, and then after we die, to be 
abandoned by Him forever. But while Jesus
was dying on the cross, He was enduring
the agony of that eternal abandonment.
God forsook His own Son, so that He could
welcome you back as His child. Jesus was
like a check with which God paid for your
misuse of His gifts. The slate of accounts
between you and God has been wiped
clean by what Jesus paid.

What God’s Prospectus Says

Here are some quotes from God’s 
prospectus which describe how Jesus
saves, spends, and pays.

• Jesus said He “did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life 
as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28).
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• “Though He [Jesus Christ] was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became poor, so that 
you through His poverty might become 
rich.... Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 8:9; 9:15).

• “For you know that it was not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold that 
you were redeemed… but with the precious 
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or 
defect (meaning that he himself was 
debtless before God)” (1 Peter 1:18-19).

• “For the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Romans. 6:23).

God is very consistent. He gave us life
absolutely free. Now He offers removal of
all our debts and even eternal life for the
same amazing price. In the face of this 
fact, a question arises: How do I receive
God’s offer?

5. BUYING AND HOLDING

Don’t Gamble, Invest

When the state jackpot climbed to $250 
million, the convenience store checker
asked me, “Want to buy a lottery ticket too?”

I couldn’t resist joking, “No thanks. I win
every week anyway.”

“Really? How much?”
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“Every buck I don’t spend gambling.”

With such an attitude toward gambling,
how do I dare invest in stocks and bonds
— and advise you to do the same?

Some people do gamble with the stock
market. They call it speculating. They 
buy shares of some stock, hoping it will
zoom up in a few days. Then they sell it 
for a profit.  It’s a great plan, but quite 
undependable. When the stock drops like
lead, they lose the gamble. Therefore,
beware of anyone urging you to invest in 
a “can’t miss sure thing.”

Foolhardy stock speculation is similar to
gambling. They are both based on an 
attitude, which reasons: “For me to win,
others will have to lose. Tough luck!”

The stock market is a place for sharing
wealth. It is based on an I-win-you-win
principle, which says: “I loan you money.
You give me back a fair portion of your
profits.” 

Before Investing, Get the Info

“Let the buyer beware” is good advice 
for any purchase. To invest rather than
speculate, you need accurate, up-to date
information. Start by reading one of the
basic books listed at the end of this booklet.
Then you will comprehend the information
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and opinions available through many sources.

• The business section and daily stock 
report in your local newspaper.

• Newspapers like Wall Street Journal, 
Investor’s Business Daily, and Barron’s.

• Magazines like Money, Financial
World, 

Personal Investor, and Business Week.

• Radio and television shows like Nightly 
Business Report and Wall Street Week.

• Investment newsletters, usually 
expressing the opinions of one expert.

• Prospectuses and other instructive 
booklets from investment firms.

• The Internet, with access to more sites 
than you can shake a mouse at.

These resources can be expensive, but
that’s what a library card is for. Ask your
librarian about investment resources.
You’ll be amazed at what’s available. It
will take you a while to browse through
them all. Eventually, you will identify the
resources you prefer and focus on them.

Holding through Bear Markets

Speculation is based on constant buying
and selling. Investing is typified by buying
and holding. If you find an investment
which earns better than one you own, you
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may switch. But you don’t do it willy-nilly.

The buy and hold philosophy especially
applies to holding through a bear market.
When stocks are increasing in price, it’s
called a bull market. A bear market is
when many stocks are taking a dive.

Perhaps you recall the scene in Frank Capra’s
classic film “It’s a Wonderful Life”  when
dozens of investors storm into the Bedford
Falls Savings and Loan demanding their
money. In cash! Right now! Jimmy Stuart
calms them down by saying something like
this: “Charlie, your money isn’t sitting
here. Your money is in the Spinoza’s house
and in the Petrovski’s house. If you want
your money, I can get it for you, but it will
mean that those families will lose their
homes.”

That was good advice. If swarms of 
stockholders decide to sell at the same
time, (thinking “I win. You lose. Tough
luck.”) it could cause a depression. Buying
and holding is seeking a win-win 
solution. So when the stock market turns
downward, the best advice is to hold on. 

Buying and holding is also based on the
premise that you don’t have to make a
quick killing in order to retire someday.
Buying and holding calls for patiently
allowing your wealth to grow over the
years. A good, balanced portfolio of stocks
and bonds normally averages 10% earnings.
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Here is how $1 will grow at a rate of 10%.

• After 10 years, $1 will be $2.59.

• After 20 years, $1 will be $6.72.

• After 30 years, $1 will be $17.45!

• After 40 years, $1 will be $45.26!!!

Wow! You won’t get rich quick, but like
Aesop’s tortoise you can get there by slow
and steady investing and holding.

A Matter of Faith

“Let the buyer beware.” I’m sure you will
follow that advice, but it will do no good 
to only beware and never buy. At some
point you must take the risk.  How do you
know if you have made the right choices?
You don’t.

Ultimately, saving for the future requires
faith. You read the papers and magazines.
But the experts often express contradictory
opinions. You talk to your financial advis-
er. But he or she isn’t infallible. You make
an educated decision. But you can’t predict
the future.

Investing is a matter of faith and trust. You
have to trust your counselor.  You have to
trust your mutual fund managers. You
have to trust the CEO and employees of
every company you invest in, hoping they
will manage their business well. When the
market is in decline, you have to trust that
it will rise again.

Buying and holding is a matter of faith.25



Share Holders with God

We have learned a lot about God, the
Generous Investor. First He invested in 
you by giving you life. Then He invested 
in you a second time. To remove the great
debt between you and God, Jesus Christ
willingly invested His life, dying in 
your place.

Now God is looking for shareholders. He
wants you to “buy and hold” what He is
sharing. Please understand that you can’t
buy God’s pardon and friendship.  They
can only be given, and He offers them 
for free. I am using “buy and hold” in a 
figurative sense, meaning to wholeheartedly
trust and believe. We use the word “buy”
that way all the time. Someone tells us
something and we respond with, “I don’t
buy it!” or “I’ll buy that!”

To invest in stocks and bonds requires
trust. Becoming a shareholder in God’s
love is also a matter of faith. But why invest
my heart and soul in God’s promises?

Canceled Checks

Picture it this way. Jesus was like a check
with which God paid for your misuse of
His many gifts. Think about what happens
to a check. It is sent to your bank where it
is canceled, and finally it is returned to you
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with your monthly bank statement.

I don’t know about you, but sometimes I
worry if one of my checks might bounce. I
fret and fret, until the canceled check
arrives in the mail. Ah, what a relief!

While Jesus lay dead in a tomb for three
days, He was like a check that might
bounce. Why believe He takes away the
debts of every man, woman, and child 
in the world if He’s dead? Maybe His
promises are as hollow as the claims of a
flimflam stockbroker offering you “the
opportunity of a lifetime.”

God knew we would have trouble buying
His promises, so He provided unparalleled
proof that Jesus’ words are true: He raised
Jesus from the dead!  When your checks
are returned—duly canceled by the bank—
you never worry about those debts again.
When Jesus returned alive, He was like a
canceled check from the bank. God the
Father has accepted the payment His Son
made on the cross for your debts. He gave
us living proof by giving us back our living
Redeemer. If you trust in Jesus, you never
have to worry about your debt to God
again. Never? That’s what the Bible promises:

“God forgave us all our sins, having canceled
the written code, with its regulations, that was
against us and that stood opposed to us; He
took it away, nailing it to the cross” 
(Colossians 2:14).

The Generous God offers you what you
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could never afford: forgiveness of your
debts to Him; and, after you die, a new,
perfect life with Him, a life that will never
end. Talk about a retirement plan!

That’s not all. You become God’s friend
right now, and through the rite of baptism,
the Holy Spirit of God comes to dwell
within you. Do you know what Jesus called
God the Holy Spirit? The Counselor. What
an appropriate title.  God the Holy Spirit
will be your Counselor in all concerns of
life. Without fear you can entrust your 
relationships, career, business, and finances
to this Counselor. When difficult times
come, He will help you hold on to God’s
promises for the long haul. 

A Simple Transaction

When you invest, you envision returns far
in the future. When Jesus paid for the debts
of all people, He was investing. As He
died, He envisioned many future returns—
men women, and children of every century
and every land returning to their God.

You know what? From the cross, Jesus
could even see you. In the face of these
facts, a question arises: Will I return?

God describes how to receive His free gifts
in this invitation:

“‘Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the
waters; and you who have no money, come, buy
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and eat!’  Seek the LORD while He may be
found; call on Him while He is near.  Let the
wicked forsake his way and the evil man his
thoughts.  Let him turn to the LORD, and He
will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He
will freely pardon” (Isaiah 55:1, 6, 7).

The transaction is easier than purchasing
stocks through a toll-free phone number.
Simply follow the instructions mentioned
in the Bible verses above.

1.Seek God. Call on Him by talking to 
Him right where you are and in your 
own words. 

2.Tell Him you are sorry for the ways 
you have misused the gift of life. 

3.Tell Him you want to turn away from 
your sins and return to Him.

4.Tell Him you are dead broke, so you 
can’t pay your debts. But you trust that 
Jesus has paid them for you.

5.Here’s the amazing part. The Lord will 
have mercy and pardon you. It’s a 
sure thing!

I welcome you to join me and millions of
other shareholders in the love of God. If
you need more time to consider, please
take it. No pressure tactics here. However,
as with any investment, the sooner you
make it, the sooner you will enjoy the 
eternal benefits of God’s offer. The sooner
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He will be your trustworthy adviser in
financial and business matters, spiritual
concerns, and every other area of your life.

6. RESOURCES  

With knowledge about both finances and
God, your future will be bright. You will
wake up every day knowing you are in
good hands, the hands of God. Your whole
life will be an adventure firmly founded
not only on a piece of the rock, but on THE
Rock, Jesus Christ.

This booklet contains only the A, B, and C
of money management. To get the
DEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ, read
one of these books.

• Samuel Case. 1997. The First Book of 
Investing: The Absolute Beginner’s 
Guide to Building Wealth Safely. 
Rocklin, CA: Prima Publishing 
(800-632-8676; E-mail: sales@primapub.com).
ISBN 0-7615-0838-4.

• Eric Tyson. 1996. Investing for 
Dummies. Foster City, CA: IDG 
Books World Wide (800-762-2974). 
ISBN 1-56884-393-3.

Your relationship with God may also be at
the A, B, or C stage. Here are resources to
help you get to know and trust the Lord as
your Generous Advisor.
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• Read the Bible. You might want to start 
with the stories Jesus tells in Luke 7:36-
50 and Luke 18:9-14. Also enjoy the 
practical wisdom in Proverbs 13:11; 
17:16; 22:1-2; 22:16; 23:4-5; 28:6, 11, 
& 22; and 30:8.

• Begin a specific Bible study.  There are 
many available.  I suggest that you 
begin with something fairly basic, such 
as “Real Life.”  It’s a free, 8-lesson 
course available from Lutheran Hour 
Ministries.  You can receive Lesson 1 – 
“The Most Amazing Person Who Ever 
Lived” by calling 1-800-876-9880.
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Lutheran Hour Ministries
has a wide variety of materials
available to help you face the
issues and questions of daily
life, such as:

• Divorce
• Angels
• Stress
• Communication
• Miracles
• Alcoholism 
• Parenting 
• Marriage
• Grief

We also have a referral pro-
gram if you are looking for
someone in your area that you
can talk to about spiritual
issues.

For more information call:

1-800-876-9880



This booklet is distributed by
Lutheran Hour Ministries
2185 Hampton Avenue

St. Louis, Missouri 63139-2983
In Canada, write:

LLL — Canada
270 Lawrence Avenue

Kitchener, Ontario
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after you read this booklet. If you would like
more materials for spiritual comfort and
hope, or if you would like more information
about Lutheran Hour Ministries, please write
to us, or call us at: 

1111----888800000000----888877776666----9999888888880000
In Canada,
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Saving for the Future
Do you often feel intimidated by the options for
investing your money? Or do you wish you had
money to invest, but just don’t seem to end up with
any left at the end of each month? This booklet
offers practical advice on how to start planning a
financial future and explores the parallels between
money management and the teachings of Christ.
Inside you’ll discover the fundamentals of debt—
both here on earth and eternally with God the
Father. The burden of debt can be very large, but
this booklet gives helpful insights for gaining 
freedom from this burden.
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