
God. Not only so, but we also rejoice
in our sufferings, because we know
that suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character,
hope. And hope does not disappoint
us, because God has poured out His
love into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, whom He has given us.

You see, at just the right time, when
we were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly. Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous man,
though for a good man someone
might possibly dare to die. But God
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:1-8).

These gifts and more are part of the
surplus of God’s love, available to us
through faith in Jesus Christ as our
Lord and Savior:

Pardon: “Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they are red as 
crimson, they shall be like wool”
(Isaiah 1:18).

Peace: “And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).

Assurance: “I am the gate; whoever
enters through Me will be saved.
…My sheep listen to my voice; I
know them, and they follow Me. I
give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish; no one can snatch them
out of My hand” (John 10:9, 27-28).

Joy: “I have told you this so that My
joy may be in you and that your joy
may be complete” (John 15:11).

Heaven: “I am the Resurrection and 
the Life. He who believes in Me will
live, even though he dies; and whoever
lives and believes in Me will never die”
(John 11:25).

Pardon! Peace! Assurance! Joy!
Immortality with Jesus Christ in heaven!
Living on the surplus of God’s love is
living for LIFE!
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point in rejecting the consultant's counsel
because it sounds “too legal”?

But consider this: Perhaps when a person
has lost his or her appetite for living, the
problem is, in actuality, spiritual. Something
has to change on the inside for us to see a
change on the outside. The same God who
created you inside and out, can also create a
new life on the spiritual level that manifests
itself in the eagerness, zeal, and joy to
physically, mentally, and emotionally get
the most out of each day. Until God creates,
and unless He sustains, a s p i r i t u a l life within
us, our own personal efforts at “enjoying
life” will be futile, no more effective than
insisting that water run uphill.

I n ward, Upward, Outwa r d
The good news is that God most certainly
does offer to perform His miracle in human
hearts: "I have come," says Christ, "that
they may have life, and have it to the full"
(John 10:10). An equally accurate translation
of these remarkable words of the Savior
could be, “I have come that they might
have life and live on its surplus.”

Anyone who is acquainted with the
Christian Gospel will know that the life of
which Christ speaks is a spiritual life—one
with both a vertical (up & down) and a 
horizontal (back & forth) aspect. Like the
shape of a cross, this type of life points
both upward and outward. Vertically, it is 
a life of being drawn into closer fellowship
with God made possible by the work of His
Son on our behalf. Horizontally, it is a life
of Christian outreach and blessing, sharing
that which is possible through Christ with

others. To that, Christ says, “I have
come that they might have life and 
live on its surplus.” 

For many, the biblical statement that
every person born into the world is
dead (as far as spiritual life is concerned)
grabs their attention, to say the least.
Yet Paul wrote exactly that to a small
group of Christians: “As for you, you
were dead in your transgressions 
and sins … [God] made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you 
have been saved” (Ephesians 2:1,5). 

Paul is saying that what is utterly dead
is the unconverted soul—as far as true
spiritual life is concerned. Christ told
one of the most respected and moral
men of His day that unless he was
“born again” he would not “see the
kingdom of God” (see John 3:1-6). 
Paul calls the believer “regenerated.”
Peter says the believer is “born again.”
John says he’s “born of God.”

So it is to those who are dead today—
those who have never been made alive
by the saving grace
of God—that Christ
says, “I have come
that they may have
life, and have it to
the full.” First, that
you might have life;
second, that you
might live on 
its surplus.

The Old Has Gone;
The New Has Come

But how can you apply any or all of
this to your own life, to the here and
now? Strange as it may seem, you
don’t have to make any application!
God is already applying it to you! 
The Christian Gospel in and of itself 
is an announcement, a proclamation
that God has redeemed every man,
woman, and child from spiritual
death and has won for each one a
glorious spiritual life. This redemption
has already been accomplished
through the birth, life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, His Son.

By nature, every person lives under
the curse of sin. We are tied hand
and foot, shackled and enslaved 
by sin, forced to do its bidding. By
nature we are at odds with God,
unable to do anything on our own to
regain His favor. But everything that
was wrong between our Maker and
us has been made right by the
redeeming work of God’s own Son.
And now, “… if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; the old has
gone, the new has come!”
(2 Corinthians 5:17).

The apostle Paul also makes this 
significant claim: “Therefore, since
we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have gained access by faith into this
grace in which we now stand. And 
we rejoice in the hope of the glory of

Clearing the Hurdles
When was the last time you felt like you
had a real zest for life? Do you have that
proverbial spring in your step or have you
lost a bit of the spark? Are little things 
getting you down? Do you drag yourself 
to work and back home again? Are family
problems piling up? Does it seem as if 
others can clear the hurdles of life, yet 
you can’t seem to get out of the gate?

If you’ve answered yes to any of these
questions, it would indeed be futile to say,
“Chin up, shoulders back! Get that bounce
back in your step!” That’s because we might
think we can do it on our own, but until
God Himself performs a miracle on your
heart and provides
you with a new
outlook, your chin
won't stay up, your
shoulders won't
stay back, and any
bounce you might
try to put into your
step just won't 
stay put!

Or does that sound
too spiritual?

If so, let me ask
this: If a woman
has ulcers and her
doctor hands her a
prescription, would
there be any sense
to her protesting,
“That sounds too medical?” Or if a man is in
trouble with the IRS and seeks the guidance
of a tax consultant, would there be any

The same God who
created you inside
and out, can also
create a new life
on the spiritual

level that
manifests itself 

in the eagerness,
zeal, and joy
to physically,
mentally, and
emotionally
get the most

out of each day.

something has 
to change on 

the inside for us
to see a change
on the outside.
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