
Emerging Victorious
In other words, if God has given us
the GIFT, will He not also let us have
the ribbons? If He has given us His
Son to die for us, to win us back to
fellowship with Him, and to prepare
for us a place in the Father’s house
above—surely He’ll find a way to
help us pay our doctor bills, to put a
roof over our heads and food on our
tables, and to give us hope for facing
each day. If He has done the greater
thing, surely we can count on Him to
do the lesser. And even if, for reasons
known only to Him, we should be
called upon to suffer poverty, sickness,
or adversity, we know that among
the “all things” He has promised are
the needed patience, strength, and
courage to emerge victorious over
even these most dreaded circumstances.

That was the great and overpowering
part of Paul’s life. He had been 
thoroughly convinced of the love 
of God as revealed by the life, death,
and resurrection of His Son. With
that conviction firmly rooted in his
heart, Paul could conquer every 
circumstance of life. Listen to the
bold and confident assurance of 
this man of God who learned to live
above his circumstances: “Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake
we face death all day long; we are
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’
No, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him who

loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels
nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:35-39).

More than
Conquerors

Amid life’s most trying circumstances
the believer in Christ is “more than a
conqueror!” What confidence! What
assurance! “Conquerors through Him that
loved us.” What a victory! What a life!

This is the living for LIFE that awaits
every man, woman, or child who believes
in Christ: a life that rises above the
troubles and trials of day-to-day living
and is assured of ultimate victory through
the power of Christ … who loves us.

The person who is living under that
circumstance can live above all others.
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improbable that many of us have had to
experience the succession of hard knocks
that seemed to lie in wait for Paul at almost
every turn. Toward the end of his life he
wrote a letter to a group of people in Greece,
and near the close of that letter he listed
some of the hardships he had to endure.
Listen as he recounts them one by one: 

“Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of
my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have
worked much harder, been in prison more
frequently, been flogged more severely, 
and been exposed to death again and again.
Five times I received from the Jews the
forty lashes minus one. Three times I was
beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three
times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night
and a day in the open sea. I have been 
constantly on the move. I have been in 
danger from rivers, in danger from bandits,
in danger from my own countrymen, in
danger from Gentiles, in danger in the city,
in danger in the country, in danger at sea,
and in danger from false brothers. I have
labored and toiled and have often gone
without sleep; I have known hunger and
thirst and have often gone without food; 
I have been cold and naked”
(2 Corinthians 11:23-27).

A New Perspective
Paul would have been a dejected and 
disheartened man, indeed, if he had had
to live under those circumstances. To
live happily and victoriously, he would
have to live above them. He would
need a new perspective, a vantage
point from which he could view 
the entire panorama of his life in 
relationship to the bigger picture 
(see Romans 8:28). Above all, he would
have to find a source of spiritual power
to give him the strength and fortitude
to not only cope with these difficult
circumstances but also, and especially,
to conquer and overcome them. Paul
found that power—he found it in the
Christian Gospel.

After years of
experience in 
the Christian
way of life he
wrote to some
of his friends: 
“I know what it
is to be in need,
and I know
what it is to
have plenty. I
have learned
the secret of
being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want. I
can do everything through Him who
gives me strength” (Philippians 4:12-13).

The One who lived within Paul was
Christ. “I have been crucified with
Christ and I no longer live,” he once

wrote, “but Christ lives in me. The life 
I live in the body, I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

That was Paul’s source of spiritual
p o w e r . He had been overcome by the
love of God. Once he believed that
God actually loved him and that
through Christ God had accepted 
him as one of His children, Paul was
prepared to face all of life’s problems.
From that moment on he knew that
there was only one circumstance in
life he would have to live under—the
circumstance of God’s love.

In the death of Christ on the cross—a
death through which God’s own Son
paid the price for everything that he,
Paul, had done wrong—he saw proof
positive that God’s attitude toward
him was one of love and kindness. And
that was all he needed to know. To
know that God really loved him, that
his mistakes and failures were f o r g i v e n ,
and that his future in heaven was
guaranteed—all because of what Christ
had done—that was enough! The 
revelation of the Christian Gospel had
convinced Paul, once and for all, that
God was for him—God was on his side.

That and that alone was the 
fundamental circumstance under
which his entire life was lived: “He
who did not spare His own Son, but
gave Him up for us all—how will He
not also, along with Him, graciously
give us all things?” (Romans 8:32).

Up, Down, Over, Under
So, you’re doing all right … under the 
circumstances! 

That’s fine, but did you know that there 
are people in this world who do not have 
to live under their circumstances, but can
live above them?

They’re in the minority, it’s true. Most of 
us still live under our circumstances. Our
feelings are up when the doctor’s bill is
paid, down when it’s not. The entire world
looks bright and sunny when our health 
is good; all is dark and gloomy the minute
it’s not.

For many of us life is a series of ups and
downs, and our feelings and attitudes seem
to chart a course which is exactly parallel.
An unexpected bonus and our feelings zoom
to the stratosphere! A shocking e-mail and
immediately they go into a tailspin! A new
job and the future is bright with promise! 
A pink slip and we begin to wonder if life 
is worth living after all!

Like a jack-in-the-box, many of us are living
under the ceiling of our circumstances. Up
… when the pressure is off. Down … when
the pressure is on.

God has given us a way of living above that
ceiling—the Christian religion. If there was
ever a man who learned to live above his
circumstances, that man was the apostle
Paul (the man who, by the way, wrote 13 
of the 66 books which make up the Bible).

It would be difficult to conceive of a life
with more downs than Paul’s. At least, it’s
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